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A hummingbird of any species, because of ii«.:smallness-and quickness,'.'plus.'the
difficulty of banding, such a delicate but irtfependent creature, lives out moat of
its l i f e in secrecy, Allan hummers with their" limited breeding .range,p£.north and
central coastal.California and their custqm of migrating far to the south for-the
winter, .'are- even" less known than resident species, I was fortunate in having a -
female Allen nest in my." small city garden for three Reasonslj-in a row, I kept care-
ful notes, of Her ac t iv i t i e s . • • ;;. c ,; •.

:^In a ' report of my observations, co-authored by Dr. RobertX Orr, Curator of,
BirdS'arid Mammals a t the California Academy of Science, San jrantsis-co, and published
•in.?Ehe May-June, 195? issue of Pacific Discovery, many of my day-to>-day, recordings
had 'to-be deleted. Herein I ftave, included the oxes I believe -will most interest

• Western T'aiiager readers, •
» » • r . , • • ' :"•;• i ' i •• • ' ' • • . • • • • - • . * , - •• > . . • . ,

/•On April &,' 1$$$ I made my" f i r s t observation, A female Allen was constructing
a nest' teri- feet' from the ground, in a Boston ivy vine above -i Woiitheast window of
my;tt6me, -a- single-story, 'sandstone- tinted stucco house in-San'. Carlos, "California,
25 miles'-'down the Peninsula from San francisco; 1 could not see where she went to
get tne;white plant floss that'made the l i t t l e cup but did note that many of her
trips'wer©''to-a nearby Cryptomeria (Japanese redwood) tree, apparently after the
cobwebs' which'were plent iful ly spread between'its s t i f f branchlets, One day she
brought' inconspicuous gray, grabs for the 'outsideTini'shJahd last of a l l hung curly
'flakes of- pale.green lichen on the exposed surface/ -"" • • •

Two eggs' were "laid on consecutive days arid she began incubating'In'earnest on
A^ril l j but s t i l l - l e f t tile nest every teri or fifteen minutes, ' i thought, "Wiat an
impatient- little-mother.*"' Then, I discovered t h a ^ ' a p a i r op 'very young' Allen hummers
were perched on a small Guav'a tree about six feet east of; her nest. A mother bird
fed them and disappeared. Could i t be that,we. had. a colony of- Aliens in our front
yard? ' I watched'very closely from every possible "jangle • and-soon determined that
•it was. the . same .female feeding the .young that'was ;incubating eggs in the h e a t ' I '
h a ^ i b ' i ' ! ' ' " ' ; ' ' '

About ^ve'ry fifteen"minutes she would make a sudden.blurry-exit from the. nest,
sweep past the two"'"young and streak off after foodj then,. as• suddenly, return and
feed f i r s t one and then the other by her rather violent method of regurgitation.
She averaged no more than five minutes from the time she. lef t the nest un t i l she
was back i n i t and oalmly warming he r eggs for the next ten minutes. Each day from
dawn t i l l dusk the routine continued. How long would a creature only 3f inches
long be able to keep up such a pace and what did she feed them that could be
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To the westward, several ironbark
eucalyptus had early "blossoms on some
of their boughs. She flew in their di-
rection most often although she might
return by a different route. She would
glide up and down and over the surfaces
of trees, shrubs and fences supposedly
collecting young spiders or tiny insect
life such as gnats, caught in spider's
webs. Whatever it was, it was good stuff.
The young hummers looked full and eon-
tented vhile she licked her bill clean
and returned to the nest.

They perched in the warm sunshine,
blissfully youthful and relaxed. If a
large white cumulus cloud floated over-
head, their eyes followed it. They might
suddenly have an impulse to race to the,
hedge, winner choosing the best perch,
both remembering how SHE preferred that
they be back in the Guava tree in time
for lunch, Or it may be that she called
to them for they usually returned before
she started after food again. A watcher
had the impression that the mother bird
checked as she departed and firmly ad-

' raonished her children, "Don't move till
I return." They never did.

I had a very good chance to ^
their colors and markings for thikGuava
was directly adjacent to a window,'Un-
less I touched the glass I could hot be
seen through it. When first out of the
nest the body of a young Allen is nearly
as long as that of the adult bird but
its bill is only about half its eventual
length. The back is not a distinct
green like'either of its parents' but is a
rich reddish bronze. Its throat soon
becomes speckled light brown but for •
•the first few days appears streaked with
fine lines raying from chin to sides of
neck. The underparts are a buff while
wings and tail appear dark brown, in
some lights almost purple. Its head
feathers are similar to the back. It
is a plump little "squab" with a baby
look quite distinguishable from its
sleek sophisticated mother's.
(To be continued next month.)



CONSERVATION NOTES

Good newsj The f i r s t , in what i s to
be a whole s e r i e s , of wildflower sanctu-
a r ies was dedicated i n Antelope Valley
t h i s springs The County of Los Angeles,
in a pub l i c -ceremony on April 3d, i960,
set as ide ha l f a sec t ion (320 acres) of
deser t land as a wildflower preserve.

County Supervisor Warren Dorn made the
actual p r e s e n t a t i o n , although speeches
were made by many no tab les . One of these
was former Supervisor John Anson Ford,
who made the o r i g i n a l reso lu t ion t o •
create t h e sanctuary. Also present was
Theodore Payne, a man who has devoted
a lifetime to the preservation of native
plants* Moved to the' verge of tears, '.o
Mr, Payne said this action was a climax
to his l i f e work, Los Angeles Audi:hon
is very proud to have Theodora P&yno -
a great conservationist - as a member.
An appreciation luncheon, sponsored by
the Southern California Chapter of The
Nature Conservancy, was held immediately
following the ceremonies.

The good news, hoxirever, comes not so
much from the dedication of this, called
the Butte Yalley Wxldflower Sanctuary,
as from the precedent set; This is the
first such county action, we ara told,
in the country; we certainly hope more
counties will follow suit. >Los Angeles
County already has the machinery going
to give us several more in the coming
year. Then too, a wildf lower sanctuary
is really a 'wildlife preserve, a small
biotic community, in 'which all living
things can exist naturally.

Anyone oaring to visit the sanctuary
will find the directions simples Take
U.S. Highway 6 to Lancaster, turn right
(east) on Avenue J for 19-|~miles, then
left (north) for one mile"- address:
19500 East Avenue I .

Frank Little

A REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP
FROM THE EXECUTIVE .BOARD

During the l a s t year considerable
progress has been made in many areas .

A sound f inanc ia l program under _ t he
Finance Committee has been set up i n
which moneys donated and bequeathed t o

the Los Angeles Audubon Society may be
invested to help 'carry out projects
undertaken by the Society.

The fund drive for the California
Condor Sanctuary was very successful,
enabling the Society to give three
hundred and : f i f ty dol lars ($35'0) t o the
support of California 's only reserve
for an endangered bi rd . Our thanks to
a l l the members who contributed so gen-
erously, and i t ia sincerely hoped that

• t h i s e f for t may be continued each year
with even greater success. j

The net proceeds from our l a s t yea r ' s
Screen Tours were used t o award half
scholarships t o Audubon Camp Of California
to Mr, Mel Garlson, director of the
Griff i th ' Park Boys Camp, Mr, Barb' Shreve,
Scier.33 Teacher in the Los Angeles City
Schools and I-irs, Catherine Punk, volun-
t e e r group leader in Gamp Fire Girls ,
These persons are working with young
people a l l year and wil l be able to pass
on t o them the knowledge gained in1

nature study and conservation. We are
looking forward agaSii t h i s year- to
another outstanding Screen Tour ser ies ,
Since a ful l auditorium i s an insp i r -
a t ion t o speaker and audience, i t was
decided t o t r y "to accomplish t h i s by
having only one se r ies , t o be held on
Thursday evenings a t John Burroughs •
Junior High School on the following
datest Oct. 20—Allan D • Cruickshank,

: ROTE OF THE CRYING BBD3 Dec, "8—
William Anderson, DESIGN -FOE •SORVJBTAIij
Feb. 16—Robert C, Kerines-, ANIMALS AT
HOME AND AFIELDi March 16^-Roger Tory
Peterson, WILD EUROPEj April 27—Patricia
Bailey Witherspoon, KANGAROO dOMTINENT,
We urge a l l members and t h s i r friends
to support these programs, hot only
for t h e i r own enjoyment, but t o help
send more youth leaders t o Audubon Camp
each' summer 0

The l i b r a ry at Audubon House is being
used more each month by members and Jun-
io r High School students. Over two
hundred books have been received from
the e s t a t e of Miss Grace Tower, one of
our former very active members.

The museum has been v i s i t e d by over
t h i r t y youth groups, Bluebirds, Brownies,
Q±rl Scouts, Cub Scouts, Camp Fire G i r l s .



The Society has assumed the sponsor-
ship of the former Junior Zoological
Society which meets the f irs t Saturday
of each month under the direction, of
Mr, John Peebles, director of the
Fern Dell Museum in Griffith Park, and
a member of the Los Angeles Audubon
Society. . .

Field classes in bird identification
were conducted to help those who wish
to become more expert in this activity,
It is planned to make these a regular

• feature in our yearly field t r ip pro-
gram, .• .

A new format was introduced for the
Tear Book, The calendar for the entire
year's activities was well received
•and will be continued this year.

The Society has been active in sup-
porting many conservation efforts, arid
during the next year will alert, i ts
membership more fully to those issues
needing .individual,letters to legis«

.labors. Our members can wield.a great
influence for conservation through their
le t te rs .

The Board and the Editor of the .
WESTERN TANAGER will welcome, corres-
pondence from the,members giving .con-
structive ideas which may be used in the
future to further the .aims' and purposes
to which the Los Angeles, Audubon Society
is dedicated,, .

> • . • * • # # # & . $ • # # # #

THIRD WEDNESDAY, FIELD TRIPS

.Field: trips, this year, begin ,in.
October-. Edna Burt, so long a devoted
and fine leader of the third Thursday
field trips is planning to move from
our city, worse luck for Los Angeles
Audubon. Dorothy Lilly has generously
offered her skill and knowledge .in,taking
over. The day of the trips- to, begin
in October - has been changed from'' ,
third Thursday to .third Wednesday. Edna
Burt, while still available, will lend
her help,.-Needless-/to say,, thanks from
all of us go to these two birders,-

• • • • • H u g h Weiser. . .,

THURSDAY MORNING MEETINGS

"Vertical Birding" or "Life. Zones"
is the. theme for the .coming season of
Thursday Morning Meetings. -Mrs. 'Mary
Hood will be' lecturer for most of these,

Here in Southern California's ' . . '
deserts, foothills and high mountains
al l six zones are present and easily
reached, To Imow the relation between
birds, plants, and animals to each
other and. to their environments is to
add much to our appreciation of nature,

Real study will be a requirement for
the course. But with the competent
teaching of Mrs, Hood, this will be a
most profitable task,, Slides made by
the Hoods •will be used to illustrate
the lessons.

For those interested in advance
study there i s a leaf le t , prepared by
MPS» Hood, "Life Zones", on sale at'
Audubon House. Price five cents.
Besides containing, a detailed ex-
planation of zones,- there is a chart
showing elevations of zones and a .-
l i s t of reference books on the sub- •
ject. • . • ..

I t is hoped there will be a large
and interested attendance for these

•classes.

For the September meeting.Mr.
Lloyd Martin,, of great experience in.
entomology — 2f> years at Los Angeles
Museum —. will -apeak on Butterflies
and Moths of the Southwest:.

• -; •• , Olive Alvey

# # •» # # -it -if- •}«• #

The mallard duck is the moat
abundant duck in the world, •

# • « •



SALTQKf SEA SARGO POPULATION ZOOMS

Sargo, a perch- l ike f i sh , introduced
into S a l t on Sea from the Gulf of Cal i -
fornia i n 1S>£O have experienced a
v i r t u a l popula t ion explosion in the •
past yea r . They are' now abundant
throughout t h e Sea. Most are young
f ish in the 5 to 7 inch class 'but
Sargo up to 12 inches are common In
the angler's- catch. Among the finest
of a l l f i sh for eating purposes, Sargo
are eas i ly caught on almost any small
ba i t and provide good sport on a
l igh t rod. The Department of Fish
and Game seine hauls also revealed
an increasing number of young Gorvina
in Salton Sea, giving promise af
continued good fishing for t h i s
tackle "buster tha t grows to 30 l b s ,
in weight in i t s native home in the
Gulf of California, ,.

THE UNDJVIXED

So many of you• are wri t ing to ask
about s t a r l i n g s . In 1890 sixty of
these European birds were imported
and released in Central Park in New
York Ci ty , By 19lj2 t h i s species had .'.
made i t s way already t o the Pacific
Coast, The s tar l ings explode into .,; •
tremendous populations, have noisy . ••;
and messy" roosting habit's, and can,-. ,
s tr ip a tree of ripe fruit 'in short,
order. The pattern of invading : ,
starlings is an exploratory visit • ,
by a small flock with breeding and
nesting within the area several years
later . The Sacramento Wildlife Hefuge
now has hundreds of them in the winter.
Soon they will be nesting in- quantity
in our valleys, and will be drlvingout
some of our attractive western species ;
such as bluebirds, flickers, and wood»
peckers. On the plus side of the led-
ger, the 'starl ing's diet includes many
insects, weed seeds,- and wild" fruits
along with the grain and orchard crops.

An excellent article on this uninvited
newcomer appeared •iff. the April iscue
of Sunset Magazine.

Mrs. Frank Reineh, Bird Chairman
California Garden Clubs

BUENA; VISTA" LAGOON ASSOCIATION

A Progress repor t concerning
the Buena Vis ta Lagoon. Pro jec t ,

On April 30, I960 the Board,of
Governors of the Mature Consei*vanoy
gave f ina l approval and accepted the
Buena Vista Lagoon as i t s second p ro -
jeot in Calif oi'nia. ' . . .

A permanent project committee In
the Oceanside-Garlsbad area has bean
organized. This committee i s now
contacting the property owners who have
offered t h e i r submerged lands in the
name of the nature Conservancy, TOien
these contracts, have been completed
the committee, headed by Mr. David
Rorick of Oceanside and Mr, Don BJeitz
of LOB Angeles, wi l l negotiate with
the property owners who have not com-
mitted t h e i r lands to. the Conservancy.

• Miile a few of these xrwriers a^e, Vpking
• an exorbitant prlc& per 'acre,, .we, as

of th is date and after fifteen years
of fairly constant worry and work, are
extremely hopeful that 'the project
will be successful.

You will .doubtless.hear from us
again when the fund-raising campaign
is about to be launched. We do
thank you for .your continued Interest,

Laura R.' Shaw/ Secretary
203i| Lincoln-Street

. Oceansidei • California

* * * # #•# # ' # * # -
• ' • • " , . . ' ' ' • •

SOlffi KOTES .FROM OUTDOOR CALIFORNIA

Trout take a Plane Tr ip

Last year the State Department of
Fish and Game "planted" a total of
6,^0,927 trout by twin-engined
airplane. Of these, nearly 1^000,000
were rainbows, most of the rest
eastern brook trout.

Last year hunters killed over
52,200 deer'in:'the'•state, a larger
nuriber than usual.-
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COME TO TEA1,

You are co rd ia l ly inv i ted
to a t tend Los Angeles Audubon
Socie ty ' s Annual Tea. I t i s
to be given' a t the home of our
Firs t -Vice President .and. .his . ,. ,

Mr. and Mrs.. Arnold Small.

" Sunday;- 'October 2- •
••."-• 2 t o 5 o 'clock •

3028. Cavendish Drive :'::
Los Angeles 6^

Go west out.PiQO to..Motp'r_
.-•, Tuipn. leA.^^n.Motor, ' then .

l,.eft' 'on Jqres te r ,.:• " Twb' bld'cks oh'
F.bre.ster to Caten,dish.., V

j ; Call - W 7-2272 ' : " "
NO 1-803.6 . ,
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"Exploiting the Unexploited"
, . * ' . ' • ' - • ' • , • , • • . • • •

From the May'number of OUTDOOR :
CALIFORNIA'; published by the
California Deptarfraent of Fish,
dnd Game. ' ' <r'' ' • • V

<A small mollusk known as the Bean i

Clam or Wedge Shell ' i s extremely abund-
. ant t h i s year on severa l sand-swept
beaches' pf Southern 'Cal ifornia . A t y o -

.and'one-Half, ratio s t r e t c h of1-beach- '.-•,-
'•:;ab/oV-e 'and' below' the Hunti»gton\Beach :•, •
::';pi'er'-;\/as. est;iniatedS;to contain nearly '
'̂  3-biliidn1 clams. • T h e s e ' l i t t l e she l l • •
' f i sh si-re ifroiri th ree quar ters t o ; on®: • ••

inbh loh'g 'and' usual ly live" '.jus* •be'loW' •
tiie sur face 'of - the .••sand,- 'Oh'Some
beaches t h i s year they form a pave-
ment-like band in the i n t e r ^ t l d a l '- ,-

• jsjbne" t'hat may'be 150 fe'et ;wide and
. iexteM-for ten miles i; ' In- the center <

of such a bed the re may be 1,000 to
4,000 clams for every square foot of
beach.

They a re av id ly eaten by many surf
f i she s , s t i n g r a y s , and b i r d s . They
may be gathered by the bucket f u l l .
Wlien'va'alie'd' and, steamed .they make .one

/of. the f i n e s t clam bro ths ever, brewed., .
,Any,one oyer> 16 i s requi red t o have a""

•••valid angl ing l i c e n s e to"'•gacbher thera, ••

Accor'dijag t o t h e books t h e i r appear-
anc-te.in-large numbers i s not frequent
and for many years very few may be

'.found, •'.. ;., . , ;. • . ... . v

' ' ' . Several,years 'ago. .bird Xov,ers' in.... .,.
Japti.ii wer,e'greatly .disturbed at•.the\S.,:-
plan of the United States Ar'ny.^f ..using.
Mount Asatna"for & d r i l l ground! Asatna-'

,,Yaina;is.ao aotive- volcano >over ,8,000
"f'det hig'H, about '150 miles sduth ,we.st.--',

.of Tdyko, which '"Jipanese bir^,, -3.ove.ra ,
• !'were 'endeavpring ,to ijave.-niaintained as'.-:
a' wild l i f e ' saiict^ry*. '.Foriiynately, ,pos
sibly due to opposition froin the'con-.

,.servation:i.stsr the*, army cancelled: its
, plans',and the. a^ea'ia. now conserved.,, A.
. ' le t ter ,fv.ow'^. yoscjicl^i. Inone> a.tneH.,
.'.ber'.of tlie-' Japaii ¥114 "Bird Society/.'lOf'
wh'icfcu there , are now pyer 1500. b '

.. t e l l s . pf ti}©. ;XII internat ional
,'for 'B.ifd Preservation heid.iin .
,^ay/24 through '^he 28th? th is ;year,/.,.,
,. After,, the weetlrigs he", attended,. a bird-;,
ing t r i p with representatives of vari-
ous qountries ..through the .foreata.-aad

'. over the' fields qt Mt. Asaiua.' He tells.
Of his pleasure 'a t meetiagMr. Hpger . •

.Tory Peterapn.arid.other ornithologists,
- f r o m a b r o a d * . ' ' .. ' . ' ' . ... -. • , - • •••

• • .• • . , , • • • ! . . ' • G e a . ' . T , H a s t i n g s .- , .

l960-6l ; Screen ; Tours ~ Reniembe'r them, .
buy t i c k e t s , go t o them. Anderson -
Cruikshank( - Hermes . - P e t e r s o n - Wither-
sp'oon' - W h a t ' ' ^ i i h ! ' ' ' '
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CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER, i960

SEPT 1 EXECUTIVE BOABD MEETING - Always open to interested members .

SEPT 13 TUESDAY EVENING MEETING, Q:OQ P.M. in Great Hall, Pluraraer Park,
7377 Santa Monica Blvd. A social evening. Members wi l l shew
sl ides taken on vacation and birding t r ips during the past sum-
mer. Anyone who has s l ides to show, contact program chairman
before meeting. Light refreshments a t close of evening.
Bob Blackstone, Chairman.

SEPT 22 THURSDAY MORNING MEETING, Long Hall, Plumraer Park - 10:00 A.M, to
12:00 M. Mr. Lloyd M. Martin, ass is tant curator of entomology,
L. A. County Museum, wi l l talk on "Butterflies and Moths of the
Southwest". Kodochrome sl ides of Upper Sonoran Zone insec ts .
Specimens from Audubon House Museum. Social hour afterwards.
Summer experiences r e l a t ed . New members and friends especially
invi ted. Programs for I96O-I961 discussed. Bring lunch.
Olive Alvey - Chairman.

OCT 2 ANNUAL TEA, a t home of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Small, Sunday, 2:00 to
5:00 P.M. 3028 Cavendish Drive, Los Angeles 6k. RSVP VS 7-2272.

CONSERVATION

CONSERVATION PESTICIDES COORDINATION BILL (S.3^73) SIDETRACKED -
WILDERNESS BILL REVISED: The new number i s S.38O9, and i t i s
e s s e n t i a l l y the same, incorpora t ing severa l s a t i s f ac to ry amend-
ments .

Conserva t ion is t s are asked to follow the sportsmen's lead by
Madison (Wisconsin) Audubon Socie ty . Buy hunting l icenses and/or
Fede ra l Duck Stamps. Income from these sources are dec l i n i ng .
Federa l Wi ld l i fe refuges a r e purchased with money tha t comes almost
entirely from hunters.




