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TURKEY VULTURE, AN EXP.L;FT SOARER -
Ernest J, Willoughby
"The Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) is a well-known blrd throughout the southe
vestern United States and is noted for its mestery of the art of soaring., ‘In this
article I ghall describe some of its aerial accompla.shments and some of the teche .
nlques 1t uses in soaring. ' v'

Tha Turkey Vulture is a large bird about 30 in¢hes long with a wingspan of: -

" gbout 6 feet, It is very dark brown, appearing black at a distance, and is recogs-
nized by the silvery-groy undersurface of the primary -and secondary wing feathers
which contrasts noticeably with the dark wing lining. The head is relatively tiny -
and neked, red in adults and dusl\:y in young. The ivory bill of the adult can some~
times. be seen in good light as it contrasts with the plumsge of a. lOthlylng bird,
The characteristic dihedral angle o:E‘ the wings and rocklng of thé blrd m a wmd
sre good long-range field marks . ’ . ,

Being a acavenger , the Turkey Vulture depends on a method of flight which: al—'_j‘~

“lovs it to cover a maximum of territory with a minimum of effort, namely the'- utll-_'-
ization of thermals (rising colwms of warm air) and upward-deflected alr currents

to stay aloft... Many times I have seen & vulture or two come gliding low over hills
or houses feeling for thermals. When & bird finds one it :meediately vegins to o
circle tightly to sbay within the rising column and quickly . gains altitude. 'Evenf-" -
tually when the thermel has petered out or the bird feels it is high enough, it:
reduces its wing arvea slightly and plenes off in a straight line, gradually 1osin5
AAltitude until it strikes another thermal or finds a slope w1th 8 convenien‘o ups
.draft, when it repeats the performence. . T
. When soaring, the outermost primary wing i‘eathers of: the vulture spread widely
like fingers leaving considerable apace between ‘chem. It 18 thought that these ‘
Primaries when thus spread act somewhat as the slots in the leading edge of an air= ‘
Plans's wings in preventing the wing tips from losing. life. and control at low air—
speeds. Their use can be seen when a vulture is cireling in a breeze,: :for as thé -
bird wheels around into the wind it closes the gaps between the primaries -and when
1t comes downwind it spreads them wide as if compensating i‘or the alternately in=-
creesed and decreased airspeed. : g

The marked dihedral angle of the wings of a soaring Vulture is an automatlc
B‘Gabillzmg mechaniem allowing the vulture to glide on an even keel with a minimum
of effort, for as the vulture rocks to one side, 1ift on the lower wing automatics
; ally 1ncreases while that of the higher wing decreases, 'This ocgurs because, a5 the
bird descends through the alr (though not necessgarily descenda.ng with relatlon to the

(Continued on Page 26)
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ground), the lower wing catches more
air while the higher wing allows the
air to spill off at the tip, thus
automatically bringing the vulture
back to the proper flight attitude,

The tail of & soaring Turkey
Vulture does not tilt fron side to

side or fan out as markedly as that

of the Red-~tailed Hawk and other
raptores., In this respect the tail of
the Turkey Vulture seems to be put to
little use.

Despite its ethereal grace in
flight, the Turkey Vulture is sluggish
and cen be in trouble when adroit mane
euvering or rapid climb is called for,
Occasionally one sees a vulture flying
lov over the city and frantically try-
ing to oubtmaneuver a group of Brewer's

 Blackbirds which has perhaps misteken

it for a raven. The vulture, desperate
ly flspping, diving and turning, careens
over the treetops, unable to elude the
blackbirds which flutter after and re-
peatedly swoop at the vulture, Even.
tually the blackbirds turn away for
home, sometimes to be succeeded by
others over whose terrltory the vulture
passes.

, One morning in August, as I was
sitting eating a sandwich among the
chaparral of a hilltop in the Santa

' Monica Mountains, & dusky-headed ime

meture vulture began to serutinize me
clogely. Again and again 1t circled

me, coming closer and lower éach ‘time.
around, Finally, as it came around,
it had dropped so low as to be heading

.« for the tops of some .bushes which rose
" about five feet above my head some 12

pr 15 feet to my left. The bird was
still watching me so intently that it

- almost failed to notice into what it
" was heading, and at the last possible
" instant it began wildly flapping its

wings, trying to rise a few inches to
clear the bushes without "stalling
out" and erashing. Luckily it lifted
over rather heavily with little space
to spare. g

(Continued on Page 27)
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Despite its awkward appearance
on the ground or ln tight flying situ-
stions, Tew birds can surpass the Tup-
key vulture's soaring ability, It is
truly a marvelous sight to see one of
these birds gliding along amoung tue
pills, sometimes dipping into & cane
yon or skimming over the chaparral on
g hillside with hardiy a pevceptidle
movement of its immense black wings,
It ig truly a master soaver,

WHAT THE SOCIETY IS DOING

Thirty-fire members and friends of
the Los Angelss AuCuben Coclety attended
the Thursday Moiniug Meeting iu Lorg
Hall, Plummer Par’t, Octover 22. lrs.
0live Alvey, Chaliman, had planued a
wost interesting progran.

Presenting the £ilm, "The Most
Wonderful Show in the World," made by

Continued on Page 29

SATURDAY, NOV. 1k, FIELD TRID TO
PLAYA DEL REY by Erunest J. Willoughby

About 18 people attended this
productive trip to Flaya del Rey., Bew
cause most of the area around the mouth
of Ballona Creek was fenced off for the
construction of the new small boat har-
bor, our observations were confined
primarily to the beach here. There-
fore it was decided to include Malibu
Lagoon on the itinerary in order to
increagse the number of specles seen.

At Playa del Rey the group was
treated to a spectacular display of over
300 Scoters feeding close to the shore
near the jetties. Most were Surf Scote
ers, but a good proportion of Whitew
vinged and at least 6 Common (Ameri-
cen) Scoters were present. Individue
als of all three species were feeding
along the northernmost jetty, affording
excellent views for comparison. Most
vere diving for mussels which they
tore from the rocks and swallowed whole.

Also found at Playa del Rey were
W%tern, Bared and Horned Grebes; Black-

William §. Hart Raiich Park.
“Park Supt., met and guided the group

bellied Plover, Surfbird, Black Turn.
stope, Willet, Sanderling, Western Gull
California Gull, Ring-billed Gull {in- ’
cluding a partisl albino specimen),
Boneparte's Gull, Heermann's Gull
Forster's Tern and others, ’

At Nhlibu.Lagoon the group added
to the list Arctic (Pacific) Loon, Pied
billed Grebe, Marsh Hawk, Snowy Plover,
Spotted and Least Sandpipers, Marbled
Godwit, Glaucens-winged Gull, Common
{Short-billed) Gull and others. A
Pelagie Cormorant and s gingle female
Goldeneye were fairly unusual finds,
Altcgether L2 species were recorded.

NOVEMBER 19 FITLD TRIP TO WILLIAM S.
HART RANCH PARE

A dreamy awturm day lured 25 from
pre-hollday preparations to take ad-
vautage of the opportunity, arranged by
Edna Burt, to travel by bus to the
Mr, Thomas,

through the grounds and beautiful hill-
top museum, once the home of the famous
actor horseman. Graciousness of all
park attendants is gratefully acknow.-
ledged.

Grasgy“hills and arroyos with their
scattered oaks provide shelter and food
for a varied hirdlife. Nokgbly numer-
ous were Acorn Woodpeckers, California
Queil in flocks and Oregon Juncoes so
easy to wateh from park lunch tables.
Other species observed within the park:
Sorub Jay, Red-shafted Flicker, Band-
tailed Pigeon, Crow, White-crowned
Sparrow, Golden-crowned Sperrov, Hermit
Thyush, Brown Towhee, Spotted Towhee,
Mockingbird, Brewer Blackbird, Say
Phoebe, Plain Titmouse, Hutton Vireo,
Audubon Warbler, Dusky Warbler, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet and Anna Hummingbird.

Dorothy F. Lilly

DECEMBER 8th Shower

In my garden, 125 Cedar Wexwings
and I robins, on exposed treetops,
gpread Tluttering wings to catch an in-
expressibly refreshing bath in the first

Continued Page 28



rain of the semson.  Linnets who fre- ..
quently dunk- in the bird bath. looked Ffor

cover., :
, Dorothy F Llllj

SATURDAY DECEMBER 5th, FIFLD TRIP

The field trip of Sa,turday, Decen-
ber 5 was attended by a rather small
group., Only ten persons cared to stand
up agsinst the high winds of that day,
"and three of these, who did not succeed
in findlng the main group, had a little
trlp of their own.

The group first explored the road
from Maricope to the top of Mount Abel in
the Los Padres National Forest. On the
mountain it was quite cold and windy and
only a few birds were seen, From the

road, however, were seen Marsh, Red-tail,
Cooper's and Sparrow Hawks, and Golden
Eagle. ,

The Carrizzo Plain was entered by
traversing the Elkhorn Valley. This area
vas teeming with Horned Larks, Lark Spar-
-rows, and Mountain Bluebirds. A piece
off lick was spotting about 30 Mountain
Plover in a grassy area, This was a new
bird for several of the party. An st
tempt was made to discover some Long-
spurs that had been reported on the plain
but it wag evident that this was nearly
hopeless among the thousands of Larks
and Sparrows. '

Soda Lake was. completely dry as was
the ‘entirve plain. Although the main par-
ty waited until dark, no Cranes were
seen, Local residents veported that only

& few scouts had been in durmg this sea-

son and they had not stayed.' .The sub~ . .
party of three persons that explored
separately were more fortunate. After
leaving Soda Lake, they saw a small flock
of Cranes near the north end of Buena
Vigta Lake, establishing the presence of
some of these birds in the vieinity.

| Je W. Huffman
TUESDAY EVENING MEETING s, DEC, 8th
There. was & record turnout for the

Tuesday Evening Meeting December 8. The
feature of the program was an illus- .~

_coffee were delectable at 9:00,

_'__\

trated talk givem jomtlv by Arnclg

~ Bmall and Herb Clarke on the 4000 mile
. plus vacation trip taken last summer

by Herb and Olga Clarke and Arnolq and
Mimi ‘medl. Everyone present enjoyeqd
hearing the account of their trip ang

‘their birding experiences, but the ous.

standingly beautiful color slides whiep
Herb and Arnie took on their trip ang
which they used to illustrate theip
talk were the highlight of the eve-

~ ning's program.

After the program nearly everyone

stayed to enjoy refreshments consist.
“ing of coffee, cake and coockles served

in honor of the season. Our thanks go
to Melba Blackstone for arranging the
refreshments, which were very taste.
fully done.

- Bob Blackstone
SATURDAY, DEC. 12th FIELD TRIP

The Wilsons gave us a mogt enjoy-
able trip to Hansen Dam. It was well-
planned and carried out after some lit.
tle time and trouble had VBeen expended
in advance to have area gates open at
T7:00 A M. The birding between T7:00
Ay M. and 9:00 was on both sides of
the main pond. Fried eggs, hacon and
Then
ye Jjournied to the east pond.

Marsh areas of a year ago had dis-
appeared due to the dry year, BShore
birds were therefore scarce. However,
there were a good many ducks plus the
one snow goose which we saw last year.
of- ducks there were Mallards, Baldpates,
Pintails, Shovellera, a Redhead, Canvas
Backs, Legser Scaups, and Ruddies re-
presented, Other interesting birds
vere Great Blue Heron, Green Heron,
Marsh Hawk, meny Dunling, a Dowitcher,
Black and Say Phoebes, Bewick Wrens,
Blue-Gray Gnstecatchers, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Water Pipite, Loggerhead
Shrikes, a Hutton Vireo, Green-backed
Goldfinches, Chipping Sparrows, 43 dif-
Terent species all told to hold the at-
tentlon of about 15 very content peo-
ple,

Hugh Weilser
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The Friends of the Zoo y werc Mr. Doan
forrence, assistant. to Mr. Maurice A,
Machris, President of the Friends group
and Mr. Co Vo Duff, who told of ‘the hopes
of that group to bring to Los Angales s
zo0. which would be the equal of the worlde
ramous ones shown in this fine " i‘ilm.

Mrs. Russell Wilson speke on "Bird-
ing in Arizona," and showed colored
glides of the many beautiful areas visited
by the Wilsons in that state. She pointed
out how the birding varies in the seasons
put stressed the fact that at all times
the presence of water and vegebation
nekes the difference between good and
poor birding.

.., Mrg, Wilson also showed skins of .
musual birds seen in the Avizona desert
sreas and told a few Of the many intereste
ing experiences finding them and hearing
and seeing them alive. Plenty of time to
‘watch for them is one. of the important
elements in seeing unusval specimens, as
“vell a8 "being in the right place at the
right time," according to Mrs. Wilson.
Gudrun E. Pepke, Historian

| TR CHRISTMAS PARTY

A beautiful day! A wonderful party!
1‘ch meny lovely things to see, interest-
ing people to lListen to, friendly people
to talk with, deliclous refreshments,gal-
ly wrapped glfts for the birds, end
everyone having the best of good times!
Carols were-sung.

-And where and when was this? The An
mal Christmes Party of the Los Angeles
Ardubon Society held in Great Hall at
Plunmer Park on December 3. :

Sixty members end friends were there.
A special guest was Mr. Wm. N. Goodall of
Berkeley, Pacific Coagt Representabive of
the National Audubon Society, who gave us
8 little talk., Mr. Edward Anacker, Re-
creation Director of the Los Angeles City
Department of Recreation and Parks, and
8 member of the Los Angeles Audubon Socle-
By, told of work being done by the Parks
Dept. in developing the Bixby Slough area
80 that it will continue to be a good
birding area, He assured us that we have
W8y good friends in the Parks Department
Vo are just as eager to protect the
rights of birds as we are.

‘amuging animals,

Wal’o Dlsney 8 delightful "Na‘cure'
Helf Acre" wag shown. Miss Lucy Star-
ling 1, Who served as missionary in Thai-.
land for many years, entertalned ug in
her inimitable fashlon Wwith two read—

ings, "Moses and the’ Bulrushes"’ and
"chebel " :

Avtistic talents galore vere display-
ed in the beautiful and unusual crea-
tions of Christmas decorations made
with natural materials, such as seed~
pods,'cones, twigs, grasses, and ever-
greens, as well as other materials.
These included table decorations, -
wreaths, Christmas trees, corsages, and
Qlive Alxey, Mary V.
Hood, Alice LeW1s, and others were the
meuwbers responsible for thesa fasclnat~
ing artlclcs. ‘

Thanks should be glven to. Marlon Wil-
son, mlstress of ceremonies, Olive Alvey,
chairman, and her committee y Alice Lew-
is, Nurtha Dunn, and Elizabeth Fulton »
and the other mwewbers who helped to

- make this one of the outstanding even'ts

on the Audubon calu,ndar. o
GEP.

In The Elepaio, Journal of The Hawali
Audubon Society for' September, P 1959,
part of & thought-provoking article by
Richsrd E, Warner, Wildlife Biologist,

‘Dept, of Agriculturé & Forestry, for the

Island of Kauai, mentioned the plight,
of the Avifauna of the Ha.walian Iglands.
Among other tmngs he wrote that at’
the very moment his article was belng
read, the entire Eastern Island was be-
ing cleared of all bushes, trees, hll-'
locks, wad being completely flattened
and wes to have the entire gurface ‘
paved to insure the proper functioning
of an ultra-high-frequencv tranSmlttlng
station to be installed there, which
meant that tens of thousands of nesting
sea birds were being bulldozed into the
gurf, by the Havy. He added thet therg
hag not been nor 1s there expected to’

. pe an official complaint lodged or

question raised by any conservatmn
agency.

Gudrun E. Pepke, . Historian
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CONSERVATION

As advocates of conservation, we
are plessed to note that we have one
more ally. Last year two chapters of
Nature Conservancy, a relatively new
put fast-growing organization, were
egtablished here in Southern Califor-
nis.

'Théirfpurpose'is’évidént from
their name, but one of their techni.

ques, at leest here in Southern Cali-... . .

fornia, is very effective; they en--
list the direct ail - indeed many of
the mwembers - of numerous existing
organizations interddted in conserva-
tion. The talent thus harbored plus
the resulting coordination of effort
provide & truly powerful agency for
conservation. The following is a
partisl list'of'groups that have giv.
en thelr active gupport and “inancial
ald to Nature Conservancy ‘

Zoological Society of Los Angeles,
So. California Botanical Society,
the Los Angeles, Pasadena and San
Fernando Audubon Societies,
Aboretum Foundation, Equestrian
Trails, Ine., Los Angeles Board of
Education, and many others. ‘

Nature Conservancy is interested
in ell phases of conservation, but
the one they ‘seem to emphasize is the
establishment of sanctuaries and na
ture reserves. Frequently, if they
cannot convince other governmental
agencies to set up a certain reserve,
they will purchase the area them-
gelves. gnd create a privately-owned
‘sanctuary. As a matter of fact,
their first major project in the West,
currently under way, is the direct
purchase of 6500 .acres in Mendogino
County. The $125,000 necessary for
this "Coast Range Preserve" has not
been completely raised (if you are
interested, contributlons can be
sent to: -

Nature Ccnservancy,
Western Regional Office,
1711-A Grove Street,
Berkeley 9,. Callfornla).

The two local chapters, namely
the Southern California Chapter and
the Orange-Sen Diego Chapters, have ap
amazing record congidering that they
are less than one year old. They have
been active in such projects as: (1)

~working hard for the Big Tujunga Wash

Reserve; (2) helping raise money for
the expansion end modernization of

' the Modjeska Sanctuary (Krown to some -

as_the Tucker Hummingbird Senctuary);

- {3) giving assistance to the Maxton
Brovn Bird Sanctuary {known as tle

Buens Vista Laegoon) which is being
thregtened by development plans; (4)
undertaking e study of the Bolsa Chies
tidel marsh with the possibility of
creating a sanctuary; {S) working with
the County of Los Angeles in assuring: -
several wildflower reservations, as

- well as at least ten other projects
" not possible to list because of space

limwtations.

I am sure that we all welcome Nature
Conservency to Southern Cslifornia,

If you would care to Join, just send
$5.00 to the aboveqmentioned address.

FRANK LITTBE

DARLINGTONIA WAYSIDE

For those fortunate .enough to

~ have heard Dri Tilden W, Roberts and .

seen his colordd motion picture "Par-
allels in Nature" at our Anmisl Dine-

- ner last June 10, this informatlon

may be of interest

Pitcher plants (Darlingtonia)
whose relatives are found on the U.S..
east comst, in South-America, Ceylon
and Madagascar can most conveniently be

~ seen at the Darlingtonia Weyside,

This is sixteern and one-hslf acres of
boggy land set aside by Oregon State
Parks Dept. on Highway U.S5. 101, six-

‘miles north of Florence, Oregon at

the junction of the paved county road

- to Mércer Lake.p.
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CALENDAR FOR JAWUARY, 1960

SCRE}EN T(')UR_- HIGH HORIZONS - Willism Perguson - Tuesday Evening
T:45 « Virgil Junior High School, 152 No. Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles

SATURDAY FIEL]? TRIP to Fern Dell in Griffith Park. Meet at Museum at
8:00 A,M. This is the same day as the Screen Tour but we will adjourn
early.

Leader: BEthel Craig, AX 1-1524

SCREEN TOUR ~ HIGH HORIZONS ~ William Ferguson - Saturday Afternoon
at 2:00 o'clock., John Burroughs Junior High School, 600 South McCadden
Place, Los Angeles.

TUESDAY EVENING MEETING - 8:00 P.M. in Great Hall, Plummer Park,

7377 Santa Monica Blvd. The maln part of the program will be devoted
to waterfowl. Two short films will be shown: "Water Birds" (this is
not the Disney Film), and "Wildfowl in Slow Motion." These are inter-
esting and educetional; the latter is in color.

FXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

THIRD THURSDAY FIELD TRIP TO FERN DELL in Griffith Park. Meet at
Parking Lot in Fern Dell, Western Ave, entrance to Griffith Park at
9:00 A, M., Take Western Ave. bus to Russell St., 2 blocks north of
Hollywood Blvd. Those wanting a ride from here to Fern Dell watch for
cars of our members. Mrs. Ruth McCune will identify birds for us.

We will eat our lunch at the Soroptomist Site. At 1:00 o'clock we go
£o Fern Dell Museum vhere Mr, John Peebles, one of our members, will
show verious slides of birds. Many birds, wild flowers, wild shrubs
here to enjoy. Birds will appreciate food. INo reservations, no charge.
Leader: Edna Burt - PL 5-104h

SUNDAY FIELD TRIP to Chatsworth Reservoir in the San Fernando Valley
to see wintering ducks and geese. Group will meet at the corner of

Resede and Roscoe Blvd. in Northridge at 8:00 A, M.
e Leader: Reg Julian - PO 1-8517

PHURADAY MORNING MEETING - Plummer Park, Long Hall, 10 to 12 o'clock.
Miss Luey Starling will compare our pirds with "Our Bird Couﬁms in
Thailand" and Mr. Gecrge Hastings will conduct the study of "The Beg
and Development of the Bird." This will be an outstanding program.





