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BIKDING IN SEQUOIA AND YOSEMITE . ' w

. , .By Clara Weedmark ~ •

On a b r i g h t , pleasant morning i n June we se t t led back in our 'seats for a
bus t r ip to General Grant, Sequoia and Yosemite national Parks. Wild flowers
carpeted the roadsides and in the foo th i l l s chamise and yucca raised t h e i r creamy
flover heads. Deerweed made great splashes of red and yellow on the h i l l s i de s , as
did t a l l purple lup in and sage. Brewer Blackbirds .were numerous and Red-winged
Blackbirds In swampy spots between the h i l l s , and Turkey Vultures tipped and glided
over the scene. . . . . .

.... . At Fresno Dr. Al l i son .met us with a car and we were soon on the road t o
King's Canyon, passing through level ranching country. Along the r iver many,Swallows
vere flashing back and for th over the water and Meadowlarks vere singing frdn f ie ld ;
and fence-post* Here the foo th i l l slopes were covered with dense growth, Including
the lovely yellow -flowered Fremontia and California buckeye. ,

•Beyond General Grant Village i s a large mountain meadow, a t an elevation of
6000 feet and we were surprised to see flocks of Brewer's Blackbirds, fox sparrowfe
sang sweetly from high perches and everywhere there were ruglike patches of wi ld - ,
flowers--bleeding h e a r t s , g i l i a s , e t c . In the evening we noted many Robins,, Oregon
Juncos and a White-headed Woodpecker. Next morning on our walk we heard Thrushes
singing t he i r "e therea l" or "sp i ra l " songs, and s i t t i n g on an enormous, fal len log .-
aPileolated Woodpeckers His neck appeared very slender and he was marked length-
wise with s t r ipes of black and white. The ent i re shape of t h i s woodpecker reminds
one, of & grebe. He moved along the log and we had plenty of time t o study him. '

We drove t o General Grant Tree and were a t t rac ted by a large, croaking,
dark bird tha t swung out in a c i rc le from the. top of the t r e e . I t was a Raven,
Cpuld I t have a nes t up there? An Olive-sided Flycatcher, working in the open space
In front of us , kept chasing a Western Tanagor away. In mid-morning we were on'our
nay to General Sherman Tree and Sequoia Village where we stayed for the second n igh t .
W,Q climbed Morro Rock t o view the row of peaks - sharp, unforested and snow-covered--
known as the, A l t a i Peaks. Below in a narrow ravine we saw Violet-green Swallows,
Oltve-slded Flycatchers , and Western Tanagers. Back at the vi l lage again we found
Redbreasted Nuthatches, White-headed "Woodpeckers, juncOB^and Robins and-also
several b r i l l i a n t red snow plants (Barcodes sanguinea). Blue Jays scolded and
begged for food from th? campers, Golden-mantled squirre ls scampered about and
Chickadees were a common s i g h t . ; .

Leaving Sequoia we returned t p Fresno and then on t o Yosemite. Kingbirds
&nd a Phainopepla were added t o our l i s t of birds and everywhere carpets of wild-
flowers . Chipping Sparrows were numerous and there were Black-headed Grosbeaks,

,.,Wopa Pewees, Song-Sparrows, Gassings Purple Finch, a Black Phoebe and an occasional
Hummingbird. . , . . ' . , .

•••. At night we watched the impressive Fire Fa l l and Sunday morning — church*
Mirrow Lake was somewhat disappointing as the water was muddy but the waterfalls
Uov>" very rewarding. Because, of. heavy snows during, the winter , there was an -r>- •'

(continued on Page 11)
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THE PRESIDENT "S MESSAGE

October i s here almost before
we know i t , or s o a t l e a s t i t seems tonft
and with i t this society resumes its '
full schedule of activit ies. Our prograa
and field t r ip committees have worked
hard to make these better and more In-
teresting than aver before. I am looking
forward to seeing the familiar faces at
our meetings and field tr ips, but I hope
that I shall also see many new faces,
If you have not been taking part in
these, you owe i t to yourself to doki
along and see how interesting tind afij6ŷ
able these activit ies can be.

By the time this issue of the
TANAGER reaches you, programs and appli-
cation blanks for your season tickets for
the 1958-1959 Audubon Screen Tours, spon.
sored jointly by the National Audubon
Society and the Los Angeles Audubon so«
ciety, will have been mailed to you, I
think you cannot but agree that this
year again we are fortunate in having
an unusually excellent group of speakers
and films. The Audubon Screen Tours, in
addition to being of high educational
value, are an outatandlng bargain, in
these days of high prices, in high Quality
entertainment >

In the face of continually
rising costs and other difficulties con*-
nected with presenting the screen Toursj
i t has become harder and harder to make
them pay for themselves. When the time
came to contract for this season's series,
the executive board very seriously con-
sidered dropping them. I t was only t?e«
cause we were so firmly convinced of
their worth as conservation education
as well as entertainment, that we deter-
mined to continue them for at least one
more season,

I believe we could f i l l up our
auditorium and make the Tours an unquali-
fied success financially, if we could only
le t more people know about them. An adver-
tising campaign would be too expensive
and might not reach the right people, n
can help (more than you realize, perhaj»i/
by telling everyone you can among yc«J'
own friends, business associates and ac-
quaintances about the Audubon Screen T« '
Additional programs & ticket appHcatl0BB

can be obtained from our Screen Tours»



irmn, Mrs. Donald L. Adams, or send
her the names and addresses of any per-
sons' you think might be interested. I
call upon all members to help us* "sell"
the Screen Tours this season. And of
course don't neglect to get tickets for
yourself and other members.of your family.

---Robert E» Blackstone

CONSERVATION
By O t i s Wade

Although t h e Wilderness B i l l
failed to pass this last session, from
the conservation point-of-view the 85th
Congress was noteworthy for having en-
acted more Important legislation than
any other in recent history. We are in-
debted to Conservation News for a break-
down of successes and failures In the
passing of what we have felt to be im-
portant pieces of legislation, and suc-
cess would appear to outweigh failure,
with the notable exception above-men-
tioned. The last revised version of the
Wilderness Bil l , which is designed to
establish a national policy relating to
wilderness areas in public lands, ran
into a roadblock in the Senate Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs when
field hearings on the measure w^re de-

manded.

Hearings will be scheduled
eventually and i t Is safe to say that
our efforts in promoting this program
will succeed next year and receive pres-
idential signature. Briefly, the con-
servationists saw positive accomplishments
in the passage of measures favorable to
wetlands acquisition; the planning of
fish and wildlife value into water pro-
jects which was a revision of the Coor-
dination Act] chemical pesticide research;
Military land grabs; coordinated plan-
ning upon recreational resources; ac-
quisition of some 700,000 acres of Klamath
Indian Reservation forest lands which
prevents the loss of a 25,^21 acres
.waterfowl marsh, for one thing - the
marsh to become a part of the Fish and
Wildlife Service's national refuge system;
highway advertising, and several other
lesser b i l l s .

Locally, the Tujunga Basin pro-
ject which Is designed to establish a res-
ervation type recreation park In the Sun'
land-Tujunga area has not been resolved
as we go to press. Unfortunately, the
decision of the City Planning Commission
on August 21st was in approval of the
application for a Gravel District- I t
has been sent to the Planning Committee
of the City Council, Ernest R. Debs,
Chairman. We have written Councilman
Debs asking him to recommend to his com-
mittee, and the City Council, that the
area be preserved as a recreation and
desert-life reservation.

The California Roadside Council,
main office in San Francisco, is promot-
ing support for limitation of highway
advertising in accordance- with the fed-
eral Highway Act of 1958. This Act
allows a federal cost-sharing "bonus"
to states which enact adequate billboard
control legislation applying to inter-
state highways. In the case of California
this "bonus" would amount to $15,000,0001
This offer is good only until 1961 and
therefore, concerted action on the part
of all conservation groups is most nec-
essary. Our Society will) of course, be
actively engaged in furthering billboard
control legislation and details will be
forthcoming as to how individually we
may support any proposed regulatory
measures•

"We firmly believe that
travelers on highways should not be a
captive audience, which is what they, are
when advertising is forced on their .view;
the natural beauty of the landscape Is.
every American's heritage."

Mrs. Marion T • Weatherford
Gan'l Federation of Women's Clubs,

"There is a lot more to the .
world than the places to sit and eat, or
study, or l ie down in; and I don't count
wet ground wasted just because no on©
makes money on i t — I think we,ought to
save as many of our swamps as we can spare
and should keep them wild, and- let people
contemplate them."

Robert Smith - Pittsfleld, Mass.
Three baby Whooping Cranes have

been spotted in the Northwestern Canadian
breeding grounds of the nearly extinct
bird, boosting known population of the
rare species to 35*
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS

Mrs. E l l a Chambers,
tyjlf.W. 6th S t . , Azusa, C a l i f .

Mr. Howard H. Chaplin,
1836 N. Edgemont, L . A. 27

Mr. Clay Dunn,
119 E. M. S t r e e t , Wilmington, Calif*

Mrs. Samuel Freidraan,
732 June S t . N, L . A. 38

Mr. David Hampton,
11521 Iowa A r e . , L . A. 25

Mr. Harold Hayward,
IO878 Louise Ave. , Granada H i l l s

Miss Ruth Hazen,
61^3 W. Colgate Ave . , L« A. 36

Mr. Harold A. Henry,
112 S . Lucerne B lvd . , L.A. *l

Mr. Bay Smith,
2^(15 V i r g i n i a , San ta Monica, C a l i f .

CANARY-SINGING HOUSE FINCH

One af ternoon in J u n e , a House
Finch on t h e vlndou s i l l caught my a t t e n -
t i o n . He was p ick ing groa t s out of the
mixture I had placed t h e r e . He had ex-
tensive color over his head, breast and
on his rump - but the color was bronzy
yellow, not red I&ve seen color before
in res t r ic ted areas on what I assumed
t o be young males developing t h e i r f i r s t
color, but t h i s was red, not yellow.

About an hour l a t e r I heard a
canary's song in the walnut t r ee behind
our house. Upon locat ing him, Just a few
feet above us - yes, the yellow house
Finch'.. Later I heard him singing in a .
neighbor's yard. Just before dark he was
back on the window s i l l eating his supper.
Everything about his appearance, shape,
markings, e t c . were s t r i c t l y house finch,
no suggestion of hybrid. We did not see
him again.

I have read t ha t house finches
in captivity lose t h e i r red coloring,
becoming yellow ins tead. I believe th i s
l i t t l e fellow grew up in an aviary of
canaries and learned t h e i r song instead
of his own. I t would seem to indicate
tha t a house Finch's song is learned, not
inheri ted.

- - -Zephyr Sheldon

TWELVE HJLES FOR OBSERVING WILD
BIRDS AND ANIMALS IN THE FOREST

By Dr. William Beebe

1 . Move only when the wind blows ana
moves the leaves .

2 . When a wild crea ture i s near, keep
the eyes p a r t l y closed. Animals
do not l i k e t o be stared at.

3 . Hold hands high so tha t any movement
i s down, as leaves f a l l .

H. When l i s t e n i n g t o fa in t sounds, keep
mouth s l i g h t l y open.

5 . Drab clothes are bes t , but a scarlet
or blue s h i r t w i l l do no harm if
one keeps s t i l l . I t is movement,
not color , which frightens wild-
l i f e .

6. If sand fl ies or mosquitos are bad,
do not be ashamed to use a repel-
len t . A dozen mosqultos biting
at once may disturb the toughest
observer.

7. When approaching a singing bird, take
a step during each song; many
birds wi l l not notice.

8. Learn to squat Indian fashion. It al-
lows two slight shifts which al-
ternately ease a l l muscles, and
keeps you clear of wet surfaces.

9. When squating, hold glasses close to
nose, so that they can be shifted
to eyes with a minimum of motion.

10. Don't t rust your eyes or memory when
you can check and recheck.

11. A sudden yell or gunshot f lightens
wild birds for a few seconds,
but the effects of a cough or
sneeze wi l l l as t much longer.

12. A low monotone In speaking is less
disturbing than a hissing
whisper.

Reprinted courtesy the
National .-Geographic Society.

A REMINDER — ATOUBON TEA, on Sunday
October 19 - 2 t o 4 o 'clock, at the
home of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dodds, 7^9 Long-
wood Ave., L . A. 5 (one block south of
Wilshire and one block east of Highland)-
Have a cup of t ea with friends and help
make the new members welcome.
R3VP Call NO 1-8036, NO 2-9966 or

WE 9-7iIO3
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0 SEQUOIA - continued

msual aaount of water cascading over the
rocks and d o v n i n t 0 tlM> T a l l e y * T i w h jLke

to Vernal and Nevada Fal ls was everything
ye hoped i t would be, and among others we
sav the Black Svifts who nest under the
edge of the f a l l s . Then in the oar once
aore and up to Glacier Point i Azaleas and
dogwood lined the roadways and an occas-
ional chinquapin» Here at 8000 f t . e lev.
ve found Violet-green Svallows and White-
throated Swifts and a breath-taking view
of the whole Tfosemite Valley with the
snov-eovered peaks beyond.

A v i s i t t o the Mariposa Grove
of Giant Sequoias, through the famous
Wavona tunnel t r e e and then out of the
park and back t o Fresno. Having lunch at
a elty park, we noted a group of Brewer
Blackbirds and one who kept apart from the
rest. I t had a la rger head, was streaked
and had a short t a i l and turned out to be
a Starling1. - the f i r s t one we had Been
in California.

BIKDING IN SOUTHEM CALIFORNIA.

Mid-summer blrding in southern
California Is often not very exciting un-
less one i s Interested in nest-searching,
bird photography, population studies,
nesting censuses, behavior studies, and
the like. The point i s that even during
the so-called "dull" blrding season there
is s t i l l much which can keep the birder
happily engaged in h i s hobby without add-
ing "life-birds".

Weather-wise, July and August
were slightly cooler than normal and
September had i t s usual hot spe l l s . During
the summer, many streams were s t i l l flow-
ing in mountain and foo th i l l canyons.
Even during August many wildflowers were
still blooming in mountain areas and the
display of red Zauchnerlas a t t racted large
numbers of migrant Black-chinned ana Rufous
Hummingbirds, A few patches of snow were
s t i l l to be found on the north-facing
slopes of the high San Beraardlnos and

• °nitt. San Jaclnto during the la te summer.
There was more than an ample supply of

seeds for grcmnivorous species and
^ of a l l types abounded, keeping the

insectivorous birds well supplied with
food for nestlings. Nesting ac t iv i t ies
for most species of land- birds was gen-
erally very successful notably among
quail, doves, and passerines. This was
due in part at least to the bountiful ;.
supplies of food and water resulting
frost las t winter's near record rains.

Sea birds generally did not
live up to expectations th is summer for
some species, but surpassed expectations
for others. Only one Red-billed Tropic
bird was reported, that being an individ-
ual near San Clemente Island in late July
(Mai. J . Fink;). No Skuas were reported.
The results of a labor p^y pelagic t r i p
to the waters south and west of Safi Clem-
ente were very rewarding however. Those
fortunate enough to go were treated to
some excellent sea-blrding which Included
life-bird* for everyone on board, even
for the Rosa's who have recently sur-
passed the magical "600" mark.

We succeeded in luring large
numbers of Shearwaters, Petrels , Jaegers,
and Albatrosses around the boat. In fact,
a l l three species of Jaegers (including
a single Long'tailed Jaeger) could be
seen diving for the fish which were thrown
overboard as chum. Some l?00 Petrels o f '
i| species were estimated as being seen
during the day. They included numerous
Black Petrels, lesser numbers of Leach's
and Ashy, and some *IQ-50 of the suppos-
edly rare Least Petrel . I t is now evident
that th is l i t t l e petrel from the northern
part of the Gulf of .California, and San
Benitos Islands ie probably quite regular
in late summer to the waters off San
Diego and San Clemente island. I t was
estimated that some 2*1 Black-footed Alba-
trosses were seen, some coming very close
to the boat In response to ba i t . In
addition, many Sooty, Pink-footed and a
few Manx Shearwaters were seen. The best
bird of the day,, however, was the Pale-
footed Shearwater.

As i f t h i s weren't enough, the
group was also treated to numerous Sablne's
Gulls (many In stunning breeding Plumage;*
about i|0 Arctic Terns (some s i t t ing on thd
drift ing kelp and affording excellent views;,
numerous Xantus' Murrelets, as vei l as
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Northern and" Red Phalarope. Waldo Abbott
of the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural _
History was off Santa Barbara in a ..small
boat Qn.th^trdate and likewise « * • * J • •
large'flight °* Petrels and other pelagic
species. Among the petrels he noted were
some 25 Fork-tailed. A return t r i p to
the waters some JO miles west of San
Diego, Sept". 13,: produced 6 more Least
petrels* (Ed* Ben King J r . )

In general, shorebirds were low
in number un t i l the end of July when
southbound migrants began to swell local
populations. Elegant Terns appeared at
coastal areas about mid-July after which
time they l i t e r a l l y flooded northward
along the beaches in places numbering in
the many hundreds* ,

.-Unusual vas the report of a ..
Marbled Murrelet in the surf near Newport
June 28'(Mici3a-el Jecobsonj.A considerable
s t i r was caused by the appearance of an
American Flamingo at Bolsa Chica la te in
July, the bird Vas seen to fly, feed,
appeared.in go<od health, and was of good
color. -"What. probably was the same indiv-
idual .appeared at i t . Maxton Brown Sanct-
uary near Carlsbad, Sept. 13. The curator
at Marineiand reported an American Flam-
ingo escaped late in July.

Arnold Small,
3028 Cavendish Dr., L. A. 6*1

SCREEN TOUR PROGRAM 1958-1959

"Ranch of the Purple Flowers"
Robert C. Hermes

Tues., Oct.. 21 - Sa t . , Oct. 25
: . . • # # #

"A Touch of the Tropics"
,, .•, William fl. Wagoner, J r .

Tues,, Nov. 18 - Sat . , Nov. 22
• • , ' • • * * *

"Waterway Wildlife"
Leonard Hall

Tues,, Feb. 3 >. s a t . , Feb. 7
* * *

"Great Smoky Skyland"
,«: G". Harrison Orians

';, Tues., Mar. 3 '- s a t . Mar. 7
• * • / * * •

"East arid West of Hudson Bay"
Arthur A. Allen

i, Tues. , r April 7 - S a t . , Apri l 11

HORNED OWLS

During the J>ast summer months
a pair of Homed Owls have brought a sin-
gle young owl onto our property each
night. This pair has used our T? aerial
for the past two years . July 29th was
bright moonlight. For more than an hour
I watched the young owl on the aerial.
I t .cried, with ra ther a harsh, screeching
cry - l ike an. off-key" Barn Owl - every
eighth count, except when an adult was
approaching with food, then the cry was
changed-to every 2nd count and'became
more p la in t ive . Feeding took place on
the a e r i a l . The adult left the aerial
and flew to an oak t ree near my window.
As i t landed a second bird arose from
the same oak and flew away. I t had not
made a sound so I judged i t also was an
adult. The Young owl joined the bird that
had fed i t , remained in the tree for a
vhile then both flew to a hillside and
sat side by side on the top bar1 of a
children's swing. ' ,

July 30th the young owl arrived
on aer ia l and s ta r ted crying at 10:10.
Took food frdm the ground and walked
around l ike a big chicken. Two hourS>
la ter i t Vas B t i l l crying when I fell
asleep. At th i s writ ing (Sept.. 10th),
th is i s s t i l l going on. ,

• On August 27th he' somehow 'be-
came trapped on an; outside porch where
the bamboo blinds were rolled down. It
f inal ly found I t s way out after sitting
on step leading Into living room for
about five minutes. Flew back and forth
on porch and against blinds. I feel for-
tunate to have been able to observe them
for so many nights and make notes on the
actions and behavior of the three birds*

---Charlotte McBride

IN MMORIAM ~ B. F . Tucker, known to all
as the founder of the internationally
known Modjeska Canyon Bird Sanctuary, and
head of the Adelaide Tichenor Orthopedic
Clinic for Children, died on Sept. k> He
had been a banker, investment counsellor,
and served on the Board of many organiza-
t ions . In 19^0, a f te r the death of his
wife Dorothy May, Mr. Tucker gave the fam
i ly home in Modjeska Canyon to the huSA'
bon Society, i t has served since as a
sandtuary for hummingbirds and other Mw
native to California and has been visit*1

by bird lovers from throughout the world'
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CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 1958

October S, EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING, Thursday, 7 .30 p.m. at IO363 Calvin Ave.

October 11 , SATURDAY FIELD TRIP t o playa del Rey for the study of shore and
marsh b i r d s . Take Metropolitan Coach Co. bus a t 5th and Olive S t s .
a t 8:50 a.m. - a r r i ve a t Playa de l Rey at 9:36. Meet a t south end
of lagoon. Bring binoculars and lunch. Al l welcome.

Leader -- Clara S p l i t t e r .

October 15; EVENING MEETING - Wednesday a t 8:00 p.nu in Great Hall , Plumraer Park,
7377 Santa Monica Blvd. (Due to circumstances beyond our control we
s h a l l have t o meet on Wednesday Evenings u n t i l t he end of t h i s year
when -we s h a l l again r eve r t t o Tuesday). Mr. Robert E. Blackstone w i l l
show h i s colored s l i des on "Joshua Tree - Landscape and Wildlife"
These a r e photographic gleanings from many excursions in to the wonder-
land of Joshua Tree Nat ional Monument.

.••Chairman — Arnold, small

October 16, THURSDAY FIELD TRIP t o Cabr i l lo Beach. We w i l l s top a t Bixby Slough
enroute where we may poss ib ly see Red-wing Blackbirds, Wood Ducks,
Cinnamon Tea l , e t c , Take Vermont bus #6 to 120th S t . & South Vermont
end of l i n e . We wi l l caravan from the re , leaving at 9:15 a'in* Those
who can take passengers c a l l Miss Edna Burt, 10706 l /2 Budlong Ave.,
L. A. 114, PL 5 - 1 0 ^ . PleaBe make reservations one week before t h e
t r i p . Mr. John Olguin, Manager of the Cabril lo Museum, w i l l meet us
there.

Leader -- Edna Burt

October 19, AUDUBON TEA - 2 t o ^ p.m. at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dodds, 7
Longwood Ave., L« A. 5 (one block south-of WilBhire and one block east
of Highland). Meet old friends and welcome new members.

October 23, THURSDAY MORNING MEETING at Great Hall, Plummer park, 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd. a t 9:^5 a.m. Mr. Frank Gander will be speaker for th is f i rs t
meeting. His presentation, "A Visit to Kissing Rock Garden".
Mr. Gander i s well known to Audubon members for splendid pictures of
his bird friends in th i s unusual garden. He is known, too, for his
a r t i c l e s in Audubon Magazine, the last being about House Finches.
Because of his popularity, we have obtained Great Hall so that a l l may
find room. After the meeting, v is i t Audubon House and have lunch under
the t r e e s .

Chairman - -Ol ive Alvey

October 26, SUNDAY FIELD TRIP v i l l be to the Condor Refuge in Sespe Canyon. Group
wi l l meet a t 8 a.m. at Tip's Restaurant at the Intersection of U. S.

• Highway 99 and State Road 126 (the Fillmore Road).
Leader — Jim Huffman




