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BIROTNG AT MALEEUR
By Tom and Malzle Goodman

Every vacation to be interesting to us now must have at least one birding pro-
ject, Last year 1t was the Malheur National Wildllfe Refuge near Burns, in southeast~
srn Oregon, Armed with Pettingill and Butcher's "Seelng Americats Wildlife,” we lef+
Los Angeles in early July. Malhewr is in desert and voleanic country and we knew it
might be hot, so ve trained for that country by going as far north as we counld along
the coast., From San Luls Obispo we followed Highway No. 1 to its end - about 30
riles north of Fort Bragg. This is surely one of ocur most scenlc and beautliful roads,
ut 1t was not the time of year for good birding on the coast. :

We reached Burns on a Friday noon and spent the weekend exploring the Refuge.
The Headquarbers are about 35 miles south of Burns on a good gravelled road. As we
drove into ‘the Refuge we saw thounsards of swallows, mostly Cliff, but some Tree, Bern
and Bank gwallows, on the wires and fences. At the Headguarters, the statlon blolog-
1st, David Marshall, took us to the Museum, gave us all the literature available on
the Refuge and outlined on the map the roads to travel and spots to find the birds we
vanted to sée. As the Refuge contains 165,000 acres, with three lakes, many pondis
. and sloughs, which make it & wonderful place for wildfowl, we would have besn lost
vithout such asslstanco. We found the Trumpeter Swan {transplanted from Red Rock
Lakes, Montana) near Headquarters and on our way out counted eight and 1 Whistling
Swan on a pond near the road. On our first day we were very happy to see this rare

'gnd besutiful bird,

After that we drove south for 30 miles along the Donner and Blitzen River o'
frenchglen, All along the way we saw many Forster's and Black Terns, a life-bird for
us. We stayed at the Frenchglen Hotel for two days. This 1s a very old hotel, with
only elight rooms, but has excellent food and is a very pleasant and hospltable place
for birders. The manager, Mrs. Prultt, is an excellent birder and very helpful.

On saturday, fortified with a breakfast of fresh trout, we started our birding
vear the hotel and around the old ranchhouse, once the home of Peter French, one of
the cattle barons of the early days in Fastern Orvegon. We spotted several Yellow-~
headed Blackblrds and then the great thrill of seelng five or six Bobolinks and found
‘later that they had been seen in the same spot the previous year. All along the can-
als and on the ponds we saw many ducks - Mallard, Gadwall, Pintall, Blue-wlinged Teal,
Shoveler and Redhesd ~ but when we stopped the car the female, always followed Dby her

young, swam quickly away among the reeds.

~We stopped several times to listen to the Yellowthroat and had good vlews of sev-
eral. gSage Hens, sometimes very plembiful, were rare that year and we only sav one
Crossing the road. However, to make up for thls, on the highway near FPascoe, Washa,
‘*’9 sa¥ two Ring~uecked Theasanks - cock and hen, crossing the highway. We spent an
8t yiem Aulving slovwly along bhe Refuge roads, watching the hawlks overhead, always

Contimed on Page 38
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THE PRESIDENI'S MESSAGE

Although popular oplnion associate
an Audubon Soclety with "bird-watcmng"
or, possibly, with blird protection, mog
of our members, I would say, have joipe
from a desire tO support the Natioms)
Avndubon Soclety, and thus to ald in eoy
servation. A relatively small muhey ¢
‘the membership participate in our "y
ing" or other activities, It would pe
very gratifylng to have a larger mmber
of active members, of course, but we re-
cognlze that the above support is an ime
portant contributioh.

It seems to me, however, that every
one of us could, and should, be further
interested in conservition to the extent
of learning all that we can of the var-
ious lssues. A large proportion of con
servation issues these days 1s declded in
Congress or 1ln the State Leglslaturs, an
glving your represgentatives there the'
benefit of your intelligent and well-in-
formed oplnion, is a very worthwhlle ser
vice to the cause, much more so ‘than you
might thinlk, '

People are quite often heard to voles
an oplnion that the Audubon Soclety should
"do something" about some matter or other
The Soclety usually does do whatever 1t
can in matters which are its concern,
That 1s to say that someone representing
the Soclety does something., He, however,
1s only another individual, and doesn't
necessarily warrant your demnclatlions
for not doing things the way you think
they should be done. He is serving with-
out conpensation (in the Local Branches
at any rate) except the satisfaction of

‘doing scmething wortlwhile, and would very

likely be delighted to step aside and let
you take his place 1 you can do betler
A1l of which is only to say that cor
servation is, or should be, the concernof
all of us, not Just the few who have beel
chosen to represent the gociety. Anyow
who things the Society should "do same”
thing," should be prepared to help do it

Robert E. Blackstor
Pacific Coast BIENNIAL CONVENIION - ‘
Asllomar, Califormia, March 21-24, 19+ )
Roger Tory Peterson 1s planning to atten
Not 00 early to male reservations, bub &
not send checks at this time.
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SIROING AT MALEEUR - Comtlmied

100king for a Golden Eagle » which nests
on the Refuge, but we did not find one.
We s Red-talled, Swalnson's, March and
Sparrow Hawks and the Turkey Vulture.
prother 1ife blrxd for us was Wilson's
gripe, many of which we sgw siirbing on’
the posts at dusli.

The next day we agaln drove along
the canals, heading north towards Head~
quarters. geveral times we saw the Com=
non Nighthawk ard Black-crowned Night
Herons sleeping on the fence posts. We
yere fascinated by the many Coots and
their young, with the orange feathers
and red ‘bills. Birds, however, are not
the only interesting wlildlife at the Re~
fuge. Out in the meadows there were
prong-horn antelope and many deer.

our last trip of the day was out to
the Cole Island Dike, which was a wonder=
ful spot for water birds, and also for
mndreds of Blackbirds ~ Yellow~headed
Blackbirds by the dozemns, Redwlng and
frever's Blackbirds. The Long-bllled
furlevw screamed at uws overhead - appar-
ently there was a nest or younz neaib .
e also found the Spotted Sandpiper), ITar-
od and Western Grebe, White Pelican,

Great Blue Heron, Amerlcan and Snowy
Egret, Camada Goose and were dellghted to
find an American Bltlern posing Lo Us.
The find of the day for us was two White-
faced Glossy Ihis.- That completed our
day.

We sav no great concewbrgtion of
blrds at the Refuge, except the gwallows,
but 1n our two days we saw 70O specles ‘
(200 have been loggmed at the Refuge) and
12 1ife blrds. Also in those two days
W6 never saw andther car and met no one.
We had wildlife, space and solitude. It
vas 8 most peaceful and wonderful. tlme
“for fugitives from Tos Angeles trafflc.
That, coupled with the friendlinsss of
- 8veryone at the Refuge and hotel, and
the good hirai ng, nmade our July vacatlon
a memorahle one.

LIBRARY NOTES

Mowt Andubon members admit to an in-
terest 1n more- phases of the out—of~doors
han 11 vad wr alore, and to Daclflc Coast

. support will be glven.
* or more books, Or one or more dollars to-

residents a borus of opportunities is

avallable to observe nature in a vari ety
of forms.

A1l of which 1s an indirect way of
lntroductng three new books recently pre=-
sented’ to the Iibrary by Miss Ruth H.
Dudley, one of our members. Miss Dudley
1s a person of many talents, anong which
can be listed that of naturalist, free
lance writer and photographer, some of
her articles having appeared in Nature
and Natural History magazines. "My Hobby
1s Collecting Sea Shells and Coral,” "Seg
Shells," and "Our American Trees" are
books IVIlss Dudley has written and are ex~
cellent guides for anyone whose inberests
are so inclined, How to identify, how to
collect - ag 1n the case of shells and

coral, where to find various trees = or

shells, clear, conclse descriptions, il-
lustrgtions and photographs. Menmbers have
only o scan each book Lo realize the

wealth of material available for learning

about these subjects.

Active support of the Audubon Iibrary
has come algo from another member, Mrs.
Ruth McCune, who has contributed: "The
Birds Are Yours' by Robert §, Lemmon, il-
lustrated by Don Eckelberry, a collesction
of little Lnown facts sbout the more com-
mon birds; "Jorth with the gpring" by Rd-
win Way Teals, a blography of the spring
season from the Everglades through eastern
North America; "Of Men and Mountains" by
Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas,
a book of personal adventure and discov-
ery, the finding of a richer 1life in the
mountains; and "Those of the Forest" by
Wallace Byron Grange, a beautifully writ=
ten nature book portraylng the elemen‘bs
of ecology in wilderness Iife.

By repeating and emphasizl ng the
need. to acgulre more books for the Audu=~
bon House Library, it is hoped conbirmed
Whether it be one

ward the purchase of a book, the society
18 grateful and the membership benefited.
A well rounded nature 1ibrary is the con-

stant aim.
--wHelen pandneyer
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CONSERVATION NCTES

Interior Secretary Fred. A, Seaton _

deserves the applause of conservation-

1sts for his stand against unrestricted
i neral development on federal wild1iTe
leyds. His policles regarding this are -
in dlrect contrast t6 those of his pre~
decessor, Douglas McKay, who encouraged
ratier than restricted 1t.

Tew regulations governing oll and
gas leasing on these lands vere ordérsd
inho effect Jammary 8 by Mr. Seaton, in
sutte of bitter attacks on them by oil
interests., 01l has been struck in the
¥ernal Moose Range in Alaska, and an oll
boon 1s developing in that Terrltory.

Tt has been felt that the Kenal would be
the test of the new regulations.

Fecently 1t was annouunced that an
agreement had been reached on the Xehal,
protecting the wildlife values there, 80
this controversy is satisfactorily seb-
tled for the time being. The Secretary's
position is none too secure, as the oil
interests are very powerful. You can
help to strengthen it by writing him and
volelng your support of his stand.

gecretary gSeaton also desgerves our

cormendations for restoring water to the
famous Topock marsh, near Needles, by
means of a diversion order rscently slgn-
ed by him. This arvea which was in fomer
years the winter home of thousands of
ducks ard geese, has been shunned by
them since the Bureau of Reclamation cut
of'f the flow of fresh water through 1t
by channelizling the river, éven though it
was supposed to be a refuge, the Havasu
Natioral Wildlife Refuge. Now a 36-inch
Plpe through the dike will-allow 30 eublc
feel of waber per second flow into the
upper end of the marsh, most of which
will flow back into the river downstream.
Mr. Seaton deferred a decision on s pro-
Posal to provide additional water to ir-
rigate 1800 acres of cropland for water~
fowl food.

Ten Year Anniversary Season of the AUDU~
BOW CAMP OF CALIFORNIA. Opening dates
for the five 2-week sessiomns in 1958 will
be Jure 22, July 6, July 20, August 3 and
August 17. PReglster novw for the session
of your choice.

‘As gtate Parks and other areas,

—————

NATTONAL, WILDLIFE WEM{ EXHTBIT

Last mon‘oh in the TANAGER, mention
was made regarding the 1958 observance -
of Netlonsl Wildlife Week, March 16 to 2,
and its theme "Protect Our Public Lands."

. An exhibit is being planned for Audubon
- House in Pluimer Park during this time,

It will 1llustrate the value of these
lands which are Natlomal Forests, Parks,
Moruments,. and Wildlife Refuges, as well
We hope
thet many will want to view this exhibit
to learn what these lands are and what
they mean to wildlife and to us.

- s PR M e em e we M

ANTING

In the October mumber of the Tanager
was a short article based on an account
in the Illustrated London News of a rodk
"anting with fire,"

In ‘the December 7 number of the News
is another article by the same author,
Dr. Maurice Burton. He says thabt since
hig first article he has recelved letters
from the Brltish Tsles; several countries
in Furope, North America, Africa, Aus~
tralia and New Zealand, suggestlng ex-
planatiors or giving further examples of
the phenomens. Most of the correspon-
dents thought anting was an effort to'rld
the bird of extermal parasites. This, he
i1s sure, 1s not the case.. He states "The
tongue of birds is highly sensitlve, and
1t-may be that the comtact of hot or pun-
gent substances (pepper, curry, formic
acld from ants, etc,) causes a nERTO-uMis
cular reaction, such as 1s known to fol-
lov the use of such substamces in hunan
foods." It certainly camses the flow of
saliva in birds, "My guess 1s thevefore
that anting, for which there is so fa,r 10
satlslactory explanation, represents a

‘posture assumed at the height of excltas

tion, and that it 1s normally ‘associated
with stimulation of the taste~buds by heat
or the impression of heat.
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STEDING IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

- phe continied mild weather which
prevailed 1iubo mid-February dld encour-~
age many of the more lnteresting water
birds .to move into our region. A short
sea trip (to a polnt about 8'mlles south~
gest Of sarta Monica) on Feb, 2 yielded
aphsolutely nothing in the way of sea~
pirds. wring February no reports of Al-
clds, Kittivakes, Fulmers or the like.
gerve Tecelved. An lnteresting report,
raceived only second-hand was of the cap~
ture by a Coast Guard vessel .of a Laysan
Albatross some 5 miles west and south of
Tong Beach. = Richard Holmes, now engaged
in marine research aboard a U.S. Flsh and
wildlife fervice vessel reported a Laysan
- ATbatross: some 1O miles weskt of the Far-

"gllon Tslands in early February. He also
" jiscovered a female King Eider Just off
the 01d Fisherman's Wharf ln Houterey .
qins bird was still present Fob. 15 (Ben
.King,"ﬂth)o v ‘ C

: Very many of the waterfowl had de-
parted from this area by sarly Febrnary
and only a suall rumber of ducks was
pregent at the Ventura County Gun Club

on Teb. 15. - An immature Bald Fagle was
thers on that date (Jim Iuffman). Numer-
ous-Sora Rails were seen and hoard here
at this time. Mine Black Brant were
found on the Polnt Mugn marshes Febs 1Je

- Falrly good, shoreblrdlng was 1o be
had at Upper Newporbt Bay, Bolsa Chica,
Playa del Rey, and Malibu Lagoon during
Tebruary, Mumhers of Claucous-winged
Gulls and ghort-bllled Gulls seemed Lov
ard Heemman Gulls had deserted our coast=
al aress for 1slands to'the socuth in late
Jamuary, At least 2 Short-eared Cwls
were near Playa del Rey 1n early February
(fgene Anderson). Migrating Allen and
Fufous Hummlngblrds began to arrive in
ma-February. TLarge mubers of Roblns -
contimed to attract attenmtion throughout
the city. '

-==Arnold Small, VH 7~2272
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©OPAST EVENDS

Mr. Willlam Goodalls Wesb Coast Rep-
vogenbalbive of the Natiomal Audubons. ﬂas
8 guest at the Jamary 23, Thursday Morn-
ing meeting.. He spoke of tie history of
the Soclety, 1ts aims and accompli shmentbs,

. Bage Sparrovse

and partlicularly of the need for advertls-
i8¢ ab that more people will know about
it and become. interested ‘énough to Join.

In the early ddys the object had been
to save hirds from Being ‘slanghitered. . .
Taws werd ‘passed aid wardems hireds It
vas a fine beginning but it was not enough.
People had to be told yhy birds should
not be killed and why all other conserva=
tion is essential, The presgent broad con~
servation education program 1s a result '
of this plan. But mich remalns to be
done. ‘ .

Many sanctusries and wildlife refuges
have heen established, including some in
State and National Parks, The Condor re=-
fuge is an important one. There are N~
ture Museums where children are taught to
love and protect things in the out-of-
doors. . . . )

sereen Tours and.Camps are, mediums by
which all may learn of the importance of
conservation, -Wardenms, teachers and’man~
agers are trained Tor these warious pro=
jects., SO ‘to help this good work along,
members are urged to talk "Audwbon" when-

- ever posslble -~ 1t 18 importanty to save
the country's ngturel beauty.and thus as-

sure 1ts wildlife a safe.and permanent -
home. ‘ S ‘
-~ Mr. Goodall showed an exceptionally
{nterestling motion plctiire of Flami ngoes
1n thelr breeding grounds in Yucatan.
Miss Beth Patterson led a round robin dis-

..cusglon on Varblers which represented a

great ‘deal of study and “research. Atten-
dance ‘at this meeting 'was 35. . '

3 ., "--olve Alvey

Mhe Sunday Field trip of Jamary 26
to the Carizzo Plain '&nd Morro Bay, al-
though marred somewhat Wy railn and minor
car troubles, was ‘successful in that most
of ‘the birds expected were found, Near
Mariposa the group Tound several LeConte
Thrashers and Rock Wrens and flocks of
Buena Vista Lake was dry
5o ‘the party proceeded to Rlackwell's
Coruer to obgerve rumbers of Mountain
Plover, Pipits and Horned Larks. On the
way to the Carizzo Plain in the afternoon
1t began to rain and by evening was rail~
ing steadlly. In splte of this, several
mndred Cranes and soms wintering Mountain
Bluebirds vere geen at the Plain. A few
of the party wenbt on to Morro Bay Where
Black Brant and White Pelicans wero 5661

—==~Jim Huffman

-
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DISTRIBUTTION AND RANGE

Most bird specles are Mmited as
are animals, to specific areas called
ranges. The range of a specles 1s the
geographical area in which it is found
Put this is usually dependent upon the
hablitat tolerance of the specles concern-
ed.

Many specles are adjusted +to speci-
fle factors and are controlled by them.
Numerous factors account for present day
ranges and dlstribution, scme past and
historical, others present day factors.
We are most concerned wilth present day -
factors as these are the ones over which
we can exerclse same combrol. '

The ranges Of many North American
birds have changed conslderably as a re-
sult of clvilization. Some specles have
retreated to limited ranges as a result
of man's depletion of their natural en-
viroment for nesting and feeding, and
to the excessive destruction of thelr .
mumbers by hunting and shooting. The
Whooplng Crane 1s an example of this. On
the other hand some blrd species have ad-
Justed themselves o cilvilization so well
that their ranges have been extended and
thelr mumbers greatly increased, Com-
petition between species will sometimes
extend or change a range temporarily or
pemanently. o

Bange may also be broken down into
different groups:

Migratory birds have a Breeding
Range where the species nests, and a Win-
ter Range where it can be found 'between .‘
the spring and fall migrations.

We then come to Seasomal Range or
distribution which is broken down into
four types., Geasonal dlstribution means
that at a certain or glven time of the
Year certaln species will De :f.'ound in an
ares which will not ordinarily be present
at any other time. Thus we haves
Summer Pe.sidents "Present in the summer,

usually breeding.
Species stopplng ‘temporarily
during spring and fall migre-
t1on.

Winter Visltamts: Present during winter.
Pormanent .Rosldentss - Present the year
round.
~~-Betty Meyerfeold

Transients:

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Miss Helen M. Alexander,

2121 W 9th S’bo, Los Angsles 6
Miss Mamle Dalmas,

9017-1/2 Rangely Ave., Los Angsles Ig
Mrs. Theodore L. Jahn, :

10241 Chrysanthemum Lane, L.A. 24
Miss Ann Keely,

100 go. Hudson Place, Los Angeles )
Mre. Cs Bs Maynard,

3611 Barry Ave., Los Angeles 66
Miss Eva Millsap,

1414 so. Hope St., Los Angeles 15
Mr. Worth 8., Randle,

5332 Hollywood Blvd., L.A. 27
Mrs Abraham Siegel,

949 so. Hoover, Los Angeles

' Dr. Robert M. Wood, -

530 swarthmore Ave. 3 Pac. Pa.lisades
Mr. Tred Yule, .
. 1101 Bleir Ave., gunnyvale, Cdlif.

BARRTER BEACHES

Roland Case Ross, of ‘the Desomount

Club, has sounded & call for conservation

of the "barrier beaches" and backwater la-
goons of ‘the Southern California coast.
The Barrier beaches are cast up by the
Pacific across the mou‘chs of intermlttent
‘coastal streams, Th,e lagoons this formed
behind them may remaln for years when the
rainfall is low, provic’iing Wwaterfowl habl-
v‘bat. Prof. Ross suggests that the State

ark Departmént could properly preserve .
them as such, as urits in the State Park
System, and urges that conservationists
prevail upon them "bo do S0

R L N T T

Your purchases (books, gifts, bluocur
lars, teaching alds, educational games,
records, bird feeders) from the Berkeley
office - 2426 Bancroft Way, Berkeley 4 -
asslst in supporting the wide conmservation .
education progrem of the Natiomal gocietys
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CALENDAR ¥OR MARCH 1958

parch & - SATURDAY FIELD TRIP to Ranche Santa Ana Botanlc Gardens at Claremont. Go
out Foothlll Blvd. to College Ave. entrance. Guide will be Turnished at
10:00 a.me Park in parking lot at 9:00 a.ms There will be a leader for
the study of wildflowers, shrubs and birds.
Ethel Cralg, Chairman

March 19 - WEDNESDAY EVENING MEETING at 8:00 p.am. sharp, Great Hall, in Plummer Paxlk,
7377 Santa Monlca Blvd. Speaker - Tom J, Cade of U.Caluh. Subject: "Fal-
conry" - Mr. Cade is a noted falconer and will clarify many aspects of this
sport. Mr. Cade promises to bring with him several of his trained birds.
This will be a program not to mlss.

Merch 20 = THURSDAY FIELD TRLP to the Arboretum at Arcadia. Tanner Motor Bus will
leave Los Angeles ab 9:15 a.m. sharp from Grand Ave. entrance to Billtmore
Hotel, between 5th and €th Sts. Round trip fare $l.50. Please have exact
fare. We will leave arboretunm at 11:50 aum., go to Arcadia City Park for
lunch. Ieave for return to Los Angeles at L:30 p.ms Make reservatlions
with Mlss Bdna Burb - PL 5-1044. #r. W. D. Quattlebaum of Sierra Madre
Wwill meet us at the maln entrance of arboretur: and identify birds for us.

March 25 ~ SUNDAY FIELD TRCP will be a pelaglc boat trip from Port Hueneme. Meetlng
place the parking lot ab the dock abt Port Hueneme. Time - 7:30 a.m. TFee
w11l e $U4.50 per person and must be sent with reservations to John P.
Tramontano, 6831 Thornlake Ave., Whittler, Calif. Deadline for reserva-
tlons 18 March 9th. gSpace is limlited, so don't delay. Dress warmly, bring

Junch and binoculaers and dramemine (or equivalent) )
Jim Huffwan, Chairman -

March 27 ~ THURSDAY MORNING MEETING ~ 10:00 a.m, in Long Hall, Flummer Park, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd. Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Koehler, new members to Audubon but for sev-
eral years active in the Southwest Bird gtudy Club, will be speakers for
March, Both are experienced birders. The locale for their talks will be
British Columbia, where the Koehlers lived last year, where Mr. Koehler
tanght at the Unlversity of Vancouver. Mr, Koehler is one of the top
xylotoml sts, or wood analyslsts in the United States and vas one of the ex~
perts who helped solve the Lindberg kidnapping case by anmalysing the wood
in the ladder used. His subject will be "Trees of Britlsh Columbla."

Mrs. Koehler, who studied ormithology in Vancouver, will have as her
subject, "Birds of British Columbia' and will show pictures of blrds.
Olive Alvey, Chairman





