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BIRDING AT MALHEUR

By Tom and Malzle Goodman

Every vacation to be interest ing to us new must have a t least one birding pro-
ject* Last year i t was the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge near Burns, in southeast-
ern Oregon. Armed with Pettingi 11.and Butcher's "Seeing America's Wildlife/ ' -we left
Los Angeles i n early July. Malheur i s in desert and volcanic country and we knew i t
might be hot, so we trained for tha t country by going as far north as we could along
the coast. From San Luis Obispo we followed Highway No. 1 to i t s end - about 30
miles north of Fort Bragg. This i s surely one of our most scenic and beautiful roads,
but i t was not the time of year for good birding on the coast.

We reached Burns on a Friday noon and spent the weekend exploring the Refuge.
The Headquarters are about 35 miles south of Burns on a good gravelled road. As we
drove into the Refuge we saw thousands of swallows, mostly Cliff, but some Tree, Barn
and'Bank swallows, on the wires and fences. At the Headquarters, the station biolog-
ist, David Marshall, took us to the Museum, gave us a l l the l i terature available on
the Refuge and outlined on the map the roads to t ravel and spots to find the birds we
.vanted to see. As the Refuge contains 165,000 acres, with three lakes, many ponds

, and sloughs, which make i t a wonderful place for wildfowl, we would have been los t
without such a s s i s t a n c e We found the Trumpeter Swan (transplanted from Red, Rock
Lakes, Montana) near Headquarters and on our way out counted .eight and 1 Whistling
swan on a pond near the road. On our f i r s t day we were very happy to see th i s rare
ana beautiful b i r d .

After tha t we drove south for 30 miles along the Dormer and Blitzen River •W-
Irenchglen. All along the way we saw many Fors ter ' s and Black Terns, a l i fe-bird for
us. We stayed a t the Frenchglen Hotel for two days. This i s a very old hotel, with
only eight rooms, but has excellent food and i s a very pleasant and hospitable place
for birders. The manager, Mrs. P ru i t t , i s an excellent birder and very helpful.

On Saturday, for t i f ied with a "breakfast of fresh t rout , we started our birding
near the hotel and around the old ranchhouse, once the hone of Peter French, one of
the cattle barons of the early days i n Eastern Oregon. We spotted several Yellow-
headed Blackbirds and then the great t h r i l l of seeing five or six Bobolinks and found

: later that they had been seen i n the same spot the previous year. All along the can-
als and on the ponds we saw many ducks - Mallard, Gadvall, Pintai l , Blue-winged Teal,
Shoveler and'Redhead - but when we stopped the car the female, always followed ~bj her
young, swam quickly away among the reeds.

''••' " We stopped several tiraes to l i s t e n to the YeHcwthroat and had good views of sev-
eral, sage Hens, sometimes very plentiful , were rare that year and we only saw one

the road. " " """ - J - 1 - - T - J - J ~ "~~1"—.^B -,o xuciu. However, to make up for t h i s , on the highway near Pascoe-, Wash.,
110 saw two RLnts~-ue<>]ced rhera.iants - cock and hen> crossing the highway. We spent an

nriving slowly along the Refuge roads, watching the hawks overhead, always

Continued on Page 38
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Although popular opinion associates
an Audubon society with "bird-watching"
or, possibly, -with b i rd protection, ^%\
of our members, I would say, have' joined
from a desire t o support the National.
Audubon Society, and thus to aid in con-
servation. A r e l a t i v e l y small number Q"
the membership par t i c ipa te i n our "'bird,
ing"- or other a c t i v i t i e s . I t would tie
very grat ifying t o have a larger umber
of active members, of course, but we re-
cognize t h a t the above support i s an im-
portant contr ibut ion.

I t seems t o me, however, that every
one of us could^ and should, be further
in te res ted i n conservation to the extent
of learning a l l t h a t we can of the var-
ious i s s u e s . A la rge proportion of con-
servation i ssues these days i s decided in
Congress or i n the State Legislature, and
giving your representat ives there the '
benefit of your i n t e l l i g e n t and well-in-
formed opinion, i s a very worthwhile ser-
vice to the cause, much more so than you
might th ink .

People are qui te often heard to voice
an opinion tha t the Audubon Society should
"do something" about some matter or other,
The Society usual ly does do whatever it
can i n matters which, are i t s concern,
That i s to say t h a t someone representing'
the society does something. He, however,
I s only another individual , and doesn't
necessarily warrant your denunciations
for not doing th ings the way you think
they should be done. He i s serving with-
out conpensa.tion ( i n the Local Branches
a t any r a t e ) except the satisfaction,of
doing something worthwhile, and would very
l ike ly be delighted t o step aside and let
you take h i s place i f you can do better.

Al l of which i s only to say that con-
servation i s , or should be, the concern of
a l l of u s , not j u s t the few who have been
chosen to represent the Society. Anj°»e

who things the Society should "do same-
th ing ," should be prepared to help do it.

Robert E» Bladcstone

P a c i f i c Coas t BIEHKTAL CONVENTION -
Asilomar, Cal ifornia , March 21-21), 122^
Roger Tory Peterson i s planning topattea.»
Not too ear ly t o make reservations, but d0

not send checks a t t h i s time.
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AT MALHEUR - Continued

looking for a Golden Eagle, which nests
on the Refuge, but we did not ' f ind one.
We saw Red-tailed, Swalnson's, March and
gparrow Hawks and the Turkey Vulture,
Another l i fe "bird for us was Wilson's
SriLpe, many of which we saw s i t t ing on
the posts at dusk.

The next day we again drove along
the canals, heading north towards Head-
quarters, several times we saw the Corn-
mon Highthawk and Black-crowned Night '
Herons sleeping on the fence posts. We
vere fascinated by the many Coots and
their young, with the orange feathers
and red 'Mi ls . Birds, however, are not
the only in teres t ing wildl ife at the Re-
fuge, Out in the meadows there were
prong-horn antelope and many deer.

Our last t r i p of the day was out to
the Cole Island Dike, which was a wonder-
ful spot for water "birds, and also for
hundreds of Blackbirds - Yellow -headed
Blackbirds "by the dozens, Redwing and
Brewer's Blackbirds. The Long-billed
Curlew screamed a t us overhead - appar-
ently there was a nest or young neai'by.
We also found the spotted Sandpiperi Ear-
ed and Western Grebe, White Pelican,
Great'Blue Heron, American and Snowy
Egret, Canada Goose and were delighted to
find an American Bi t te rn posing for u s .
The find of the day for us was two White-
faced Glossy I b i s . - That' completed our
day.

We saw no great concentration of
•birds at the Refuge,: except the swallows,
but in our two days we saw "JO species
(200 have been logged a t the Refuge) and
12 life "birds. Also i n those two days
tie never saw another car and met no'one.
We had wildlife, space and solitude. I t
was a most peaceful and wonderful timo

'for fugitives from Los Angeles t r a f f i c .
That, coupled with the friendliness of
everyone at the Refuge and hotel, and
the good birding, made aav July vacation
a memorable one.

LIBRARY NOTES

residents a "bonus of opportunities i s
available to observe nature in a variety
of forms.

All of which i s an indirect way of
introducing three new books recently pre-
sented' to the Library by Miss Ruth H»
Dudley, one of our members* Miss Dudley
i s a person of many ta len ts , aaiong which
can be l i s ted that of naturalist , free
lance writer and photographer, some of'
her a r t ic les having appeared in Nature
and Natural History magazines. "My Hobby
i s Collecting Sea Shells and Coral," "sea
Shells ," and "Our American Trees" are
books Miss Dudley has written and are ex-
cellent guides for anyone whose interests
are so inclined. How to identify, how to
collect - as i n the case of shells and
coral,'where to find various trees - or
shel ls , clear, concise descriptions, i l -
lustrat ions and photographs. Members have
only to scan each book to realize the
wealth of material available for learning
about these subjects.

Active support of the Audubon Library
has come also from another member, Mrs.
Ruth McCune, who has contributed: "The
Birds Are Yours" by Robert s. Lemmon, i l -
lustrated by Don Eckelberry, a collection
of l i t t l e known facts about the more com-
mon birds; "Itforth with the spring" by Ed-
win Way Teale, a biography of the spring
season from the Everglades through eastern
North America; "Of Men and Mountains" by
Supreme Court Justice William 0. Douglas,
a book of personal adventure and discov-
ery, the finding of a richer l i fe in the
mountains; and "Those of the Forest" by
Wallace Byron Grange, a beautifully writ-
ten nature book portraying the elements
of ecology in wilderness l i f e . ,

By repeating and emphasizing the
need to acquire more books for the Audu-
bon House Library, i t i s hoped continued

. support wi l l be given. Whether i t be one
* or more books, or one or more dollars to-
ward the purchase of a book, the society
i s grateful and the membership benefited.
A well rounded nature library i s the con-
stant aim.

—Helen sandmeyer

Most Anrhibon. members admit to an in -
terest in more-phases of the out-of-doors
th Hrcli riff alone, and to rardflc Coast



CONSERVATION NOTES

I n t e r i o r Secretary, Fred. ,A. Seaton.
deserves the applause of conservation-
i s t s for his stand against unrestricted
mineral development on federal wildlife
la::.Cs. His policies regarding this are •
i n direct contrast to tlioss of his p r e -
decessor, Douelas McKay, who encouraged .
ratiier than restricted i t .

Hew regulations governing o i l and
gas leasing on these lands -were ordered
into effect January 8 "by Mr. Seaton, in
spite of "bitter attacks on them by o i l
interests. . , Oil has been struck in the
Eenai Moose Range i n Alaska, and an o i l
boom is developing in that Territory.
I t has "been fe l t that the Eenai would be
the test of the new regulations.

Recently i t was announced that an
agreement had "been reached on the Seftai,
protecting the wildlife values there, so
th is controversy i s satisfactorily set-
t l ed for the time "being. The Secretary's
position i s none too secure, as the oi l
interests are very powerful. You can
help to strengthen i t by writing him and
voicing your support of his stand.

Secretary Seaton also deserves our •
commendations for restoring water to the
famous Topock marsh, near Needles, by
means of a diversion order recently sign-
ed by him. This area which was in former
years the winter home of thousands of
ducks and geese, lias been shunned by
them since the Bureau of Reclamation cut
off the flow of fresh water tiirough i t
by channelizing the river, even though i t
was supposed to be a refuge, the Havasu
National Wildlife Refuge. Now a 36-inch
pipe through the dike will- allow 30 cubic
feel of water per second flew into the
upper end of the marsh, most of which
wi l l flow back into the river. downstream.
Mr. Seaton deferred a decision on a pro-
posal to provide additional water to i r -
rigate 1800 acres of cropland for water-
fowl food.

UATIOMAL WILSHFE WEEK EXHIBIT

Last month i n the TANAGER, mention
was made regarding the 1958 observance •
of National Wildlife Week, March 16 to 22
and i t s theme_ "Protect Our Public Lands,"'
An exhibit i s ' be ing planned for Audubon
House i n Plummer Park during th i s time,
I t wi l l i l l u s t r a t e the value of these
lands which are National l o r e s t s , Parks,
Monuments., ancl Wildl ife Refuges, as well
.as State Parks and other areas. We hope
t h a t many w i l l vajit t o view t h i s exhibit
t o learn what these lands are and what
they mean to wi ld l i fe and to us .

Ten Year Anniversary Season of the AUDU-
BON CAMP 01? CALIFORNIA. Opening dates
for the five 2-week sessions in 1958 will
be June 22, July 6, July 20, August 3 and
August 17. Register now for the session
of your choice.

AMTNG

In the October number' of the Tanager
was a short a r t i c l e based on an account
i n the I l l u s t r a t e d London News of a rooic
"anting with f i r e . "

In the December 7 number of the News
i s another a r t i c l e "by the same author,
Dr, Maurice Burton. He says that since
h is f i r s t a r t i c l e he has received letters
from the Br i t i sh I s l e s , several countries
i n Europe, North America, Africa, Aus-
t r a l i a and New Zealand, suggesting ex-
planation's or giving further examples of
the phenomena. Most 'Of the correspon-
dents thought anting was an effort to'rid
the bird of external pa ras i t es . This, he
i s sure, i s not the case. . He states "The
tongue of b i rds i s highly sensit ive, and
it-may be t h a t the contact of hot or pun-
gent substances (pepper, curry, formic
acid from antsj e t c . ) causes a neuro-mus-
cular reaction, such as i s known to fol-
low the use of such substances i n human
foods." I t cer ta in ly causes the flow of
sal iva i n b i rds• "My guess i s therefore
tha t anting, for which there i s so far no
sat isfactory explanation, represents a
posture assumed a t the height of excita-
t ion , and tha t i t i s normally "associated
with stimulation of the taste-buds by heat
or the impression of heat ."



IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

jhe continued mild weather which
v a i i ed i ( nto mid-February did encour-

age many of the more interes t ing water
birds-to move in to our region. A short
sea t r ip ( to a point about 8'miles south-
west of Santa.Monica) on pels, 2 yielded
absolutely nothing, i n the way of sea-
birds* During .February no reports of.Al-
elds, Kittiwakes, Fulmars .or the like,
were'received. An interest ing report,
received only second-hand was of the cap-
ture by a Coast Guard vessel-of a Lay San
Albatross some 5 miles vest and south of
Long"BeaSa. Richard Ho.ttaesj now engaged
•in Marine research aboard a U,S» Fish and
Wildlife Service vessel reported a Laysan

" Albatross" some 10 miles west of the Far-
.' allon Islands i n early February. He also
' discovered a female Kins .Eider jus t off

the Old Fisherman's Wharf i n Monterey.
This'bird was s t i l l present Feb. 15 (Ben
.King/ Jr.)« '

very many of the waterfowl nad de-
parted from t h i s area by early February

• and only a siuall number of ducks was
present'at the Ventura County Gun Club
on Feb.' 15. - An immature Bald Eagle was
there on that date (Jim Huffman). Numer-
ous s or a Rails were seen and heard here
at this time'. ' Mine Black Brant were
found on the Point Mugu marshes Feb. 15•

• Fairly, good shbrebirding was to be
had a t Upper Newport Bay, Bolsa Chica,
Playa del Rey/and Malibu Lagoon during
February, lumbers of Glaucous-winged
Gulls and shor t -b i l led -Galls seemed low
arid Heerman Gulls had deserted our coast-
al areas for is lands to ' the south i n late
January. At l ea s t 2 short-eared Owls
vere near Playa del Rey i n early February
(Eugene Anderson). Migrating Allon and
M a s Hummingbirds began.to arrive i n
mid-February. Large numbers of F.obins
continued t o a t t r a c t attention'throughout
the city.'

—Arnold Small,, Y2S 7~2272

' PAST'EVENTS

• Mr. Will lam fioodall, West Coast Bep-
voR.3.nbai.rvo of the National Audubon,.was
a guest a t the January 2 5 / Thursday Morn-
ing meeting.. He spoke of the h i s to ry of
"the socie ty , i t s aims and accomplishments,

and pa r t i cu la r ly of the need for adver t i s -
ing so tha t more people w i l l know about
i t and become..interested"'enough t o Join..

In the ear ly 'days the object had been
to save b i rds from "Being 's'ia'ugiite'red,.;.,.
laws were 'passed arid wardens hi red. I t
Was a fine beginning but i t was not. enough.
People had to be told why. birds should
not be k i l l ed and why a l l other conserva-
t i o n i s e s sen t i a l . The present broad con-
servation education program i s a r esu l t
of t h i s plan. But much remains to be
done. •

Many sanctuaries'and wildlife refuges
have been established, including some in
State and Rational Parks.. The Condor re-
fuge i s an important one* There are Ba-
ture Museums where children are taught to
love and protect things in. the out-of-
doors. , .

Screen Tours and.Camps are. mediums by
which a l l may learn of- the importance of
conservation. Wardens,, teachers- and; man-
agers are trained for. these various .pro- .
j ec t s . So to help t&Ls. good work along,
members are urged to talk. "Audubon" when-

. ever possible - i t is . .important to save
the country's natural beauty-,an.d,thus as-
sure i t s wildlife, a safe.and. .permanent •
home. , •

Mr. Goodall showed an exceptionally,
interesting motion picture* of Flamingoes,
i n their breeding grounds in Yucatan,
Miss'Beth Patterson led a round robin dis-

cuss ion on Warblers Vhich represented a
great "deal of study and''research. Atten-
dance "at th is meeting'was 35* •

• -—Olive Alvey

The Sunday, Field "trip tif January 26
to the Carizzo Plain ;a*fxd'Morro Bay, a l -
thougli marred somewhat tjy rain and minor
car troubles,' was''successful'in that most
of the birds expected were found. Hear
Mariposa the group 'found several LeConte
Thrashers and Rock Wrens and flocks of
Sage Sparrows, Buena Vista Lake was dry
so the party proceeded -to Blaclcwell's
Corner' to observe* numbers of Mountain
Plover, P ip i t s and Horned Larks. On the
way to the Carizgo Plain in the afternoon
i t began to rain.and by evening was rain-
ing steadily, m spite of t h i s , several
hundred Cranes and some wintering Mountain
Bluebirds were seen, at the Plain. A few
of the party went on to Morro Bay where . .
Blade Brant and White Pelicans wero seen.

—Jim Huffman
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AND BANGS

Most "bird species are limited as
are animals, to specific areas called
ranges. The range of a species i s the
geographical area i n which, i t i s found
"but th is i s usually dependent upon the
habitat tolerance of the species concern-
ed. •• •

Many species are adjusted to speci-
f i c factors and are controlled "by them.
Numerous factors account for present day
ranges and dis tr ibut ion, some past and
his to r ica l , others present day factors .
We are most concerned -with present day
factors as these are the ones over -which
we can exercise, some control.

The ranges of many North American
"birds have changed considerably as a re-
su l t of civilization-. Some species have
retreated to limited ranges as a resul t
of man's depletion of the i r natural en- •
vlronment for nesting and feeding, and
to the excessive destruction of t h e i r .
numbers fay hunting and shooting. The
Whooping Crane i s an example of t h i s . On
the other hand some bi rd species have ad-
justed'themselves to c ivi l izat ion so well
that their ranges, have been extended and
the i r numbers greatly increased. Com-
pet i t ion between species wil l sometimes
extend or change a range temporarily or
permanently. '

Eange' may.also be broken down in to
different groups:

Migratory "birds have a Breeding
flange where the species nests , and a 'Win-
t e r Range .where i t can be found between
the spring and fa l l migrations.

We then come to Seasonal Range' or
dis tr ibut ion which i s broken down in to
four types. Seasonal d is t r ibut ion means
tha t at a, certain or given time of the
year certain species wi l l be found i n an
area which wi l l not ordinarily be present
a t any other time. Thus we have:'
Summer Besidentg; Present in the summer,

usually breeding.
Transients: Species stopping temporarily

during spring and f a l l migra~
tion.

Winter Visitants* Present during-winter*
.Residentat Present the year

round.
---Betty

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Miss Helen M* Alexander ,
2121 W. 9 th S t . , Los Angeles 6

Miss Mamie Dalmas.,
' 9017-1/2 R a n g e l y A v e , , Los Angelas 1)8

Mrs.. Theodore L» J a h n ,
102^1 Chrysanthemum Lane, L*A» 21!

Miss Ann Keely ,
100 s o . Hudson P l a c e , Los Angeles ̂ j

Mr. C. B. Maynard,
3 6 H Bar ry A v e , , Los Angeles 66

Miss Eva M i l l s a p ,
l^l2! So* Hope s t , , Los Angeles 15

Mr. Worth S» Randle ,
- 5332 Hollywood B l v d . , L.A. 27

Mr. Abraham S i e g e l , •
9^9 So. Hoover, Los Angeles

Dr> Robert M. Wood* ': ,. .• . . .
530 Swarthmore Aye.-, Pac, Palisades

Mr. Fred Yule , .... . • . . •. " . .
1101 B l a i r Ave», Sunnyvale, Calif,.

BARRIER .BEACHES \ ,•. •

, Inland Case Ross, of'the Desomount
Club, has sounded a call- for, conservation
of the "barrier beaches" and backwater .la-
goons of the Southern California,coast,
The Barrier beaches.are cast up by the ,;.
Pacific across the 'mouths of intermittent,
coastal streams.' The lagoons thus formed
behind them may remain for years when the
rainfall i s low, providing waterfowl habi-
t a t . Prof. Ross suggests that the, state
Park Department could properly preserve
them as. such, as units, in the State Parlc
System,..and urges that, conservationists
prevail .upon them to do so.. . ,

Your purchases' (books, gifts, binocu«
arsj teaching aids,, .educational games,

records, bird feeders) from the Berkeley-
office - 2^26 Bancroft Way, Berkeley ^ -
assist in supporting the .wide conservation
education, program, of th© Bational Society.
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH 1958

March 8 - SATURDAY FIELD TREP to Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Gardens a t Claremont. Go
out F o o t h i l l Blvd. to College Ave. ent rance . Guide w i l l "be furnished a t
10:00 a.m. Park i n parking l o t a t 9:00 a.m. There w i l l be a leader for
the s tudy of wi iaf lowers , shrubs and b i r d s ,

Ethe l Craig, Chairman

March 19 - WEDNESDAY E W O G MEETING a t 8:00 p.m. sharp, Great Hal l , i n Plummer Park,
7377 Santa Monica Blvd. Speaker - Tom. J , Cade of U.C.L.A. Subject: "Fal-
conry" - Mr. Cade i s a noted falconer and -will c l a r i fy many aspects of t h i s
spo r t . Mr* Cade promises t o br ing with, him severa l of h i s t ra ined b i r d s .
This •will be a program, not t o miss .

March 20 - THURSDAY FIELD TKCP to the Arboretum a t Arcadia. Tanner Motor Bus w i l l
l eave 'Los Angeles a t 9215 a^m, sharp from Grand Ave, entrance to Biltmore
Hote l , between 5 t h and 6 th s t s . Round t r i p fare $1*30. Please have exact
f a r e . We w i l l leave arboretum at. 11:30 a.m., go t o Arcadia City Park for
lunch. Leave for r e t u r n t o Los Angeles a t 1:30 p.m. Make reservat ions
wi th Miss Edna Burt - PL 5-10^1, Mr. ¥ , D. Quattlebaura. of s i e r r a Madre
w i l l meet u$ a t t h e main entrance of arboretum, and iden t i fy b i rds for u s ,

March 23 - SUNDAY FIELD TRIP 'Will be a pe lagic boa t t r i p from Port Hueneme. Meeting
place t h e parking l o t a t t he dock a t Port Hueneiae. Time - 7:30 a.m. Fee
w i l l be tfA«50 per person and must be sent wi th reserva t ions to John P.
Tramontane, 6831 Thornlake Ave., Whi t t i e r , Cal i f , Deadline for reserva-
t i o n s i s March 9 t h . Space i s l imi ted , so don ' t delay. Dress warmly, bring;
lunch and b inocula rs and dramamine (or equivalent) • ^--'-•
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March 27 - THURSDAY MORHEIG'MEETIKG - 10:00 a.m. i n Long Hall , Pluramer Park, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd. Mr, & Mrs. Arthur Koehler, new members to Audubon but for sev-
eral years active in tlie southwest Bira Study Club, wil l be speakers for
March. Both are experienced birders . The locale for their talks will be
Bri t i sh Columbia, where the Koehlers lived l a s t year, where Mr. Koehler
taught a t the University of Vancouver. Mr, Koehler i s one of the top
xylotomi s t s , or wood analysists i n the United States and was one of the ex-
perts who helped solve the Lindberg kidnapping case by analysing the wood
in the ladder used. His subject wi l l be "Trees of British Columbia."

Mrs, Koehler, who studied ornithology i n Vancouver, wi l l have as her
subject, "Bircls of Brit ish Columbia" and wi l l show pictures of birds .

Olive Alvey, Chairman




