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• . . . '• •' '•' CHKESTMAS, CENSUS - PAST 'AMD PRESENT ••

:3y'Elizabeth Lawrence

Thoughts of "Christmas Past" ; are the t rad i t iona l •accompaniment of the cele-
bration of "Christinas Present." so I t i s also -with the birdwatchers' "•world se r i e s / 1

the Christmas Bird Count, For, although one is. busi ly absorbed i n the events of the
present count, there are moments, now and again/ when the mind flashes back, remember-
ing the highl ights of other days, of "Christmas Census Past ," •'• ' •

• ; Pa r t i cu l a r ly i s th is true when contracts are involved. Waking up on the ap-
pointed day to find snow on the ground, or being greeted by a .b i t t e r cold dark morning
in Bew England, as i n the past, was so different from t h i s sunny California morning on
the'opposite end of the continent, i n December 1957! The obvious difference i n the
veather made the present day l e s s of a challenge, (although, the hazardous icy roads
were, replaced by the only s l igh t ly l e ss dangerous Los Angeles Freeways)! A l igh t coat
which could be shed a t noon, replaced many layers of heavy winter clothing, and a way
to carry hot soup, or a method of adjusting binoculars with aiittened hands did not

,have to be devised. Indeed, more l i ke a spring census did i t seem to me that day
under the Southern California sun. '• ' . • .• ,

Many W rds observed and counted on the census were new species for me, re-
cont' "life b i rds" with which 1 had become •acquainted since, my a r r iva l in the West a
ftf months ago. The 'most exciting .of these, of course, was the breathtaking m l e
Temillion Flycatcher, whose flame-bright plumage gleamed i n the sun J ^
of the denial of winter, a scarlet Christmas 'light, brightening the darkest
tha year as Christmas i t s e l f d o e s - a revolt against the t rad i t iona l somberness of
bleak December as I had known i t . • • .»• HWw+a+» •? M ths

This species, as well as others, 'was a Reminder of my new r habi ta t i n the
Southwest. The S i t e - t a i l e d Kites were an exciting record for an - s t e r n f ^ ^
Birds such as Bush- t i t s , Wren-t i ts , Lawrence's Goldfinches, H J i t s , ^ u !
Brown Towhees, white-throated .Swifts, and Cinnamon Teal ware u n f ^

m b l Birds i n t h i sJS!^r?iS5Ui£S ̂ ISL i « î mabl ^ ^
category included the Eufous-sided Towhee, so much like o u r ^ d

e f s
d

a
T ^ . s p e c l e s i n

recently been separated from the former only ^ ' ^ ^ a f o l i a r genus. Mumer-
the new A.O.U. Checklist. Bewick's Wren was a ̂ + I

s f^^ 1^ s
a tnTbirds which had

OUB Audubon's Warblers replaced thei-bu?dant ^ Z n ^ ^ X L ^ . the nu-
always braved our winters and brightened them. " r e s £ ° _ -̂  p h o e l D e v a s the western
jerous Slate-colored Juncos on our eastern c unts. The B l a c k ^ & ̂ ^
replacement for the Sastern Phoebe, a bird lor wnicxi j . t 1± t

search in * soowy woodland so i t could be included m our CUnstmas coun

(continued on Page 33)
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THE PHESIDIHT'S

The h u n t e r s , | fi-shermen, boatins*
enthusiasts and so forth, are. vocal-all
out of proportion to thei r numbers, They
are extremely well organized and receive
considerable support from, dealers and
manufacturers of sports equipment,- •• Fre-
quently, indeed, they are. under the-lead-
ership of men who have a monetary inter-

•• est i n' advanci ng thei r •• sport. Further-
more, the members- are fired with suffic-
ien t enthusiasm' that they are willing to
devote quite a b i t of effort and money
to get what they want.

For these reasons the sports-
men's groups are able to bring a consid-
erable amount of pressure to bear on
legis la tors and administrators who are
concerned in the handling of our re-
sources* Decisions on conservation ques-

t i o n s are too', frequently the result of
pol i t ical expediency rather than intelli-
gent, appraisal of the problems, due.to
the pressures exerted by these .groups
and/or the equally well organized groups
which are interested i n the commercial

' exploitation.of our resources..
I am. not. suggesting that con-

servationists, should adopt.the 'sometimes
questionable t ac t i c s employed by these
groups; i t i s not i n our character to do
so, I do, however, think we should dis-
play a l o t more enthusiasm than ..we do in
upholding the things we .believe in. It
i s not enough to s i t around 'clucking one's
tongue and saying tha t something should
be done.

We are going to' have to make up
our minds whether or not we. want sanctu-
ar ies , parks and adequate legislation pro-
tecting our natural resources from ex-
ploitat ion, badly enough to" be willing to
put effort and money into i t . Before
some issues" are set t led, considerable of
"both may be required. We.'are going to
have to stand up and be counted, and every
conservationist i s going to have to.ask
himself how much these things really mean
t o h i m . •'•• •

" •" ' ' Robert E; Blaclcstone,

The April Field Trip to Yuma,
Arizona' wi.ll be' held oil the third week-
end in.place' of the fourth/ ' The "dates

.•will be.April 19 and 20. ' ' ' ,v



Census-Past & Present - continued

Mountain Chickadees rather than the
Black-capped were the active and cheer-
ful sprites of my f i rs t western census,
while the Red-shafted Flicker with sal-
mon-red ving linings was the brighter
analogue of the otherwise similar Yellow-
shafted Flicker.

Many, though, were old friends, dif-
fering from eastern "birds only in sub-
species and not distinguishable in the
field from those I might have seen i f I
•were home. Greater yellow-legs, Least
sand-pipers, Cedar Waxwings, Ruby-crown-
ed Kinglets, Robins, Goldfinches, Cow-
ttrds, Red-winged Blackbirds, Mourning
Doves, and Sparrow Hawks, which seem
equally abundant on either coast, were
momentary bridges across the continent,
making i t possible at times for Christ-
mas past to merge with Christmas present.

In the east, wintering Brown Thrash-
ers and Catbirds, which could be heard
singing in the thickets at dawn, had been
a special assignment in my territory
close to the Atlantic. In contrast, i t
was an exciting variation within the same
family of birds this year to observe the
California Thrasher, who appeared to me
like some grotesque "land curlew" singing
in the treetops. And the omnipresent
Mockingbirds were amazing in their abund-
ance here, which is in direct contrast to
our small number of individuals of this
interesting species.

Of course I fel t nostalgic for the
tirds that mean home— for the Hooded
Mergansers swimming through the crystal
clearness of a half-frozen pond, for the
Purple sandpipers on a rocky shore, for ...
the Redpolls, Snow Buntings, Snowy Owls
and Pine and Evening Grosbeaks which were
the highlights of other Christmas counts.
But who could wish to be elsewhere when
the sedate yet comic California Quail
strut out with their ridiculous top-knots
•bobbing? And who would forego the memory
of the jewelled flash of Anna1 s Humming-
bird against a backdrop of flowers, a, l iv-
ing, vibrant sign that this i s the land
where winter never comes? And who would
not forever recall the incessant flute-
like strains of the Western Meadow lark,
delighting the ear throughout the day, a
song which so easily distinguishes tills

bird from our Eastern Meadowlark, from
which i t is separated by the rank of a
full species? And who could but rejoice
in his f irst .view of that famed bird of
a l l western birds - the Roadrunner, whose
presence made this Christmas count so
different from others in the past, and
so memorable. Mb, I could not be home-
sick for long, with the bright blue west-
ern sky above and a bird such as the
Termillion Flycatcher flashing i t s bri l-
liance through the trees like a tropic
dream, a lyric splendor, soon to become
a vivid and lasting memory of a Christ-
mas census past, to brighten the perhaps
more somber day of a census yet to come.

AUDUBON JUKEOB CLUB CAMPAIGN

With t h i s i s sue of the TANAGER you
are receiving, a copy of the Audubon Jun-
i o r Club fo lder which descr ibes one of
the most v i t a l programs of your National
Society. At the j u s t concluded meeting
of our Branch Representa t ives , the need
for bringing this important resource to
the attention of persons directly in con-
tact with our boys and girls, was stress-
ed. While tills i s a year round program,
the fact that Spring i s on the threshold,
makes i t particularly intriguing to al l
outdoor activities and studies.

Therefore, i t is the hope of your
Board of Directors and the staff of the
Pacific Coast Office of the National or-
ganization, that you, personally will
make every effort to place this informa-
tion in such hands. Teachers in the ele-
mentary schools, youth and church leaders
and "that neighbor down'the block" who
encourages after school and week-ends na-
ture programs will thank you for intro-
ducing them .to Audubon Junior Clubs, for
this material will enrich and vitalize
their own nature and conservation inter-
ests.

When you have placed this ONE FOLDER
and you discover others who would like to
receive i t , have them write immediately
to: Audubon Center, 1000 Forth, purfee
Avenue, El Monte, California.

Thank you for "joining the team" in
this campaign.



• CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES FOR 1958

At the annual.conference on federal
l eg i s la t ion l a s t December, sponsored.by
the, National Wildlife Federation, the
following b i l l s , e i ther pending or ex-
pected to be introduced, were discussed

-as 1958 goals:
The Engle b i l l t o regulate mi l i ta ry

land withdrawals and require observance
of conservation laws 03a mil i tary reserva-
t ions (H. R. 5538).

Strengthening amendments to the Co-
ordination Act {s.2H96} H. R. 8631).

Amendments to the Duck Stamp Act to
earmark revenues for wetlands acquis i t ion
and increase the fee t o $3 (H. R. 8699).

Legislation to es tab l i sh a nat lonal
system of wilderness preservation (S. 1176
and similar b i l l s ) .

Bi l l s to authorize research on the
effects upon wildl ife of chemical p e s t i -
cides ,(H. R. 783 and S. 2 ^ 7 ) .

The Outdoor Recreation Resources
Review B i l l ( s . 8*16).

Appropriations needed to carry on
essential federal conservation programs-.

Acquisition of addit ional wintering
grounds for the Whooping Crane and as an
addition to the Aransas National Wild-

• l i f e Refuge (H. R. 9353 and S- 2886).
Legislation to control bil lboard ad-

vert is ing along the new Federal I n t e r -
s ta te High System (s . 963 and others) .

Bi l ls to l imi t trappers on federal
lands to the use of humane devices
(S. 2489 and H. R. 9303).

NATIONAL WILDLIFE WEEK PLANS ANNOUNCED

The National Wildl ife Federat ion has
also announced t h a t the 1958 observance
of National Wildl ife Week w i l l be March
16 through 22. The theme t h i s year of
"Protact our Public Lands" w i l l focus pub-
l i c a t t e n t i o n on the importance of pub-
licly-owned f o r e s t s , parks , ranges, w i l -
derness and wi ld l i f e a r e a s . The Federa-
tion points out that "these lands,
which are managed by federal, state,
county and community agencies for public
use, Include more than a quarter of the
land of the nation. Over 250 million
pleasure v i s i t s are made to them each year
by outdoor enthusiasts - nature lovers,
hunters, fishermen, campers, etc. Added

to this use are the many economic bene-
f i t s from watershed protection and the
production of timber, minerals and for-
age." Walt Disney wi l l serve as Nation-
a l Honorary Chairman of th is year's pro-
gram. . . •

AUDUBON HOUSE

On December 30 , Mrs. Wyckoff, Di-
r e c t o r of Pluramer Park f o r many years,
ret i red from th is park and will retire
froxi the County Parks and Recreation in
July* She wi l l be missed by a l l the
friends she has inade here. We wish her
happiness in her years of retirement and
hope that she may be able to do the many-
things which she has not found time to
do during her busy days of service.

We wish to welcome Mr. Merling, the
new director of Plunroier Park. He will
have this park in addition to West Holly-
wood Park. Many plans are always under
way for the Parks and Recreation person-
nel and we wish him success in this new
duty.

Our thanks to Mr. Owen Palmer for
bringing us a Red-breasted Sapsucker to
be mounted. Any one wishing to send in
a dollar or more to help with the mount-
ing of these birds tha t are brought to
us may send i t to the Treasurer or to
the Los Angeles Audubon Society head-
quarters.

LIBRARY

The Library has been moved to the
east room of the Headquarters. This
room will be for members and we hope to
have current nature and conservation mat-
t e r i a l available for use. •

We urge those attending the Thurs-
day morning meeting to bring their lunch
and v i s i t with us a t Audubon House in
the afternoon. Books may be taken from
the Library one month and returned the
next. The AOU CHECK LIST i s on the re-
ference shelf. The WARBLERS OF -AMERICA
wil l be available by the February meet-
ing.

The Library wil l be open to members
attending the Wednesday evening meetings
from 7:00 to 7:^5.
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: •., :. • - - OUR 2ODff CERESEMAS BIRD COOT ••

- The ••anwl Christmas Bird Count was held'on Sunday, December 29th,' 1957, s ta r t -
ing, at 5:30- a.m, and last ing u n t i l after dark, searching-for owls. Seventy-two ob-
servers i n 23 par t ies , turned out for the count this year, and" many spent' as long" as
ten.hours •covering- the i r t e r r i to ry , , Araa was the "same since 1937 - '7-1/2 wile radius
center!Kg;near Heo and La Cieiiega Blvas. Day was sunny, temperatures from 43 to 71
degrees,/wind, l i gh t ~ 5-10 m,p,lu, v i s ib i l i t y low.in morning, clearing in afternoon. •
Total, party, hours - 199 (163 on foot-36 Toy car) ; . t o t a l party miles - 383 (106 on foot,
277 by car.)* ,; •

After spending .a l l day i n the f ield, about 30 birders met for dinner and. a pre-
liminary check, and discussion of the-Count* The final count shoved a t o t a l of 1%
species and about 34,000 individuals, as compared to 147 species and 31,000 individ-
uals last year . - ,

This' seemed to be a "Robin" year, as the\;number counted vas .about twice that of
last year, and .also a year for the Horned Owl, as 11 were seen by one party* The in -
teresting b i rds spotted -which Tpere not on l a s t year 's l i s t -were* Osprey, Cassin's
Auklet, Yellow -shafted Flicker, Bus set-backed Thrush, Myrtle Warbler, Nashville Warb-
ler, Abett^s Towhee. and Harr is ' s Sparrow.

The full- l i s t compiled by Mr. .Tom Goodman i s as'follows:
. Loons •-• Arctic. l 4 , Red-throated 40; Grebes - Horned 56, Eared 81, -Western 839j

Hed-billed 44; Pelican -• Brown 38;- Cprfttorant - Double-crested 6, Brandt's 1, Pelagic
23; Herons - Great .Blue'8, Am,' Egret 13, snowy Egret 12, Green Heron 2, -Black-crowned
Eght 6; Canada; Goose 1, Black Brant 1; Ducks - Mallard' 15, Am. Widgeon 3 , -Pintail 19,
Green-winged Teal '2 , -Shoveller 9, Wood 1, Ring-necked 4, Canvas-back-1, Lesser scaup
529, BuffleHhead 1,. Ruddy 60; surf Scoter 1155, White-winged scoter 2j •Red-breasted •
Merganser M8'; Turkey Vulture 2; Sharp-shinned Hawk 6, Cooper's Hawk J,/Re&-tailed 29,
Marsh Hawk 2, Osprey 1, Pigeon Hawk 6, sparrow Hawk 71; California Quail -182; -Anxer.'
Coot 1115 •' Snowy Plover 114, Ringed Plover 35, Black-bellied Plover -63, KLlldeer 321;
'Burf-bird 43, Black Turnstone 34, Wilson's Snipe 26- Hudsonian Curlew 15; Spotted
Sandpiper 25 j -Wll le t l897j Greater Yellow-legs 12, Lesser -Yellow-legs 1; Least sana-
Tftper 68, • Be'd-'backed Sandpiper 60, Western Sandpiper 106; Dowitcher 85; Marbled .Goijwit
35 ĵ Sanderllng 698; Am. Avocet 176; Black-necked S t i l t 1; Glaucous-winged Gull 28,
Western Gull 153, Herring Gull'15, Calif* Gull 195> Ring-billed Gull ,1^06, shor t -b i l l -
ed Gull 52, Bompart 's-Gull 31 , Heerman's Gull 119; l o r s t e r ' s Tern..4; •Cassin's Auklet
l d - ' t a i ' i e d Pigeon 4, Mourning Love 867, Spotted Dove 82, Ringed .Turtle Dove. 83;

runner 2> screech Owl 1, Homed. Owl 13j WMte-throated Swift 19.9; Black-Ghinned
ngbird 7, Anna's 265; Belted Elngfisher 5; Yellow-shafted flicker-1,- -Bed-shafted

dicker 137; Acorn Woodpecker 48$ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 6, Dcurny Woodpecker TO,
^ t t a l l ' s Woodrpeclcer 25; Cassin's Kingbird 1; Black Phoel>e 46,- say's Phoebe 2; scrub,
fay iJ62; Crow 58; Mt, Chickadee 12)'Plain Titmouse I l 4 ; Bushtit 774; -White-breasted
fcthatch'2.,'.Red-breasted Kutha-tch. 4 , Pygmy l i thatch 7; Wren-tit 493; House wren.10,
fcswick'-s Wren'52, Canyon Wren 2; Mockingbird 554; Calif, Thrasher 164; RoTain 40.58;
fiuaset-backed Thrush, 9, Hermit Thrush 136; West. Bluebird 30; Blue-gray Gnatchatcher
^9; Ruby-crowned'Kinglet -103; Pipi t 99; Cedar Waxwings 1155; Loggerhead Shrike 56}
Button's Vlreb y, so l i t a ry Tireo 1; Orange-crowned Warbler 8, UashvULe Warbler 4,
Myrtle Warbler 1, Audubon's Warbler 2758; Yellowthroat 1; House Sparrow 683; West,.
Headovlarfc 232; Red-winged Blackbird 10, Brewer's Blackbird 1787.; Cowbird 1; Purple
^ c h 108, Cassin's Findi 1, House Mnch 2739; Pine Siskin 2; Am. Goldfinch 170> Less-

GoldJlnch 148, Lawrence's ColdfinchT3; Spotted Towh&s 115, Brown Towhee 829^
ts-Towhee 6; savannah sparrow 185, Lark Sparrow 166, Bifoas-crts^ned 6; slate-col*

Janco 1, 0rego.n Junco l4 l3 , -Chipping Sparrow IKS, Harris 's ' Sparrow 3 , White-
sparrow 1348, Golden-crowned Sparrow 100, Fox sparrow 62, Lincoln's. sparrow 2,

Sparrow 138. ' ' • ' ' ,
Those-participating i n the count were: Eugene Arsierson, Clarence Bieasley, Robert
atonai Warren ;Blazer, J , 'Stanley Brode, Herbert Clarke, Olga Clarke, Ethel Craig,
Craig, Loring Dales, Caroline Daiigherty, Merritt s* Dunlap, David DuYal, John T.
x i k , EliKabeth. Pulton, T. C« Gee, MaymeGee, Dorothy Goddard, Tarn Goodman, Maisi



Goodman, Pat Goul&, B i l l Griff in, Kay
Hardt, Allen Eardt, George T. Hastings,
Paul Herman, 'Mrs. Harry Hoffman, Dick
Holmes, J , ¥, Huffman, Jimmie Huffman,
Warren Hunt, Esther Johnson, Reginald
Jul ian, Mrs. Reginald Jul ian, lone Kap-
lan, Elsie Kennedy* Bath Kennedy, Ben
King, Mrs. Wayne B. Knight, Arnold
Krieger, Elizabeth. Lawrence, Betty Meyer-
feld, Alan Meyerfeld, Marjorie Moody.
Linda Ochoa, Gudrun Pepke, Clara Pflager,
Marvin Pistrang, Helen Reed, Earl Rugraff,
Robert Sandmeyer, Mrs. Mary B. Salmon,
Mrs. Chester W, Schaeffer, Roscoe.schaf-
f e r t , Catherine Shaw, fern Shelford, Mrs.
Oscar Slattebo, Arnold Small, Dick. Smith,
Nell Spencgr, Mrs, Clara Sp l i t t e r , Norma
Spl i t te r , Bob Strathearn, Alma Stul tz ,
Mrs. Harold swain, R. L. Taylor, Margie
Taylor, John Tramantano, Otis Wade, Clara

•*Weedmark, Russell Wilson, Marian Wilson.

BIRDIBG IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

For those of us who enjoy winter
birdlng with the ever present poss ib i l i ty
of something rea l ly fancy t o ar r ive , l a t e

• December and January was almost a perfect
dud. Spring-like weather prevailed from
Christmas through, the middle of January
and instead of seeing Kittiwakes and Loons,
we saw peach blossoms and Anna'Humming-
birds carrying nesting materials . Land
blrding was a l i t t l e more in te res t ing .
For those who sought loons, northern gu l l s ,
a lc ids , e t c . , t h i s season afforded almost
nothing in teres t ing except a Cassin Auklet
a t Venice Beach December 28 (Ben King J r . ,
Robert Blackatone, Arnold Small). Water-
fowl numbers were low throughout the .south-
ern part of the state due no doubt to mild
weather to the north. Snow Geese at the
Salton Sea numbered about 7OOO, which i s
down 3000 from normal for t h i s time of
year. The Rosses found two Blue Geese
among the Snows near the Salton Sea Dec.
21, and reported the only Mountain Plover
(ISO es t . ) recorded. These.-.were. i n a
f ie ld near the south end of Salton Sea.
A single Ross's Goose was seen among the
Snow'Geese there Dec. 26 (AS, Pat Gould,

l&cl Holmas, Joan Tramantano).

The Elf Owlo w.ere heard call ing a.%
Cottonwood Springs i n Joshua Tree Nation-
a l Monument Dec. 20 (Rosses). Numerous
reports were received of Poor-wills call-
ing on warm evenings i n December and Jan-
uary. This ind ica tes t h a t many ( i f not
a l l ) of these b i rds ac tua l ly winter here
( i n hibernation) and more reports are
needed to round out t h i s pic ture . I
would welcome a l l such reports of call-
ing Poor~wills~for the winter season.

Hunting pressures i n the Newport
Bay area forced more than, 10,000 dabbl-
ing ducks to congregate there during
ear ly January. Among t h i s horde were
27 Canada Geese ( la rge race) and 1 White
Pelican* A small number of northern and
Wilson Phalaropes could be found winter-
ing along the beaches.

Winter populations of land birds
were quite encouraging and perhaps the
factors which influence the influx of
wintering waterbirds are not the same as
for Passerines. Witness the great num-
bers of Cedar Waxwings and Robins With
us th i s year* A small number of Varied
Thrushes was among the v i s i t a n t s but the
numbers of these b i rds was low. A Harris
Sparrow was reported from Sycamore Can-
yon near Whlt t ier during l a t e November
(flde John Tramantano). Wintering Ver-
mill ion Flycatchers were near San Diego,
Finnay Lake (south Salton Sea), and El
Monte. A single Gray-headed Junco came
to the Clarke's feeder near Glendale on
Jan. 11 and was seen by many observers.

Arnold small.

Warren Hunt repor t s seeing an East-
ern Kingbird on a t r i p ' t o the San Gabriel
Mountains - black back, greyish under-
par t s with a wide, band across the end of
a s l igh t ly fan-shaped t a i l .

The great annual migration of Cali-
fornia Gray Whales from the Northern Pa-
c i f i c to the breeding lagoons of Baja
California i s under way and great numbers
have been sighted off Point Loma daily.
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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 1958

February A & 8-SCKEEN TOUR, Tuesday, February A, 7.^5 p.m.., a t V i r g i l Junior High
School and Saturday, February 8 , 2:00 p,m. , a t John Burroughs Junior
High School. Subjec t ; "Penguin Summer" by Dr. Olin P e t t i n g i l l , J r .
Penguins! Comical seabi rds t h a t i nva r i ab ly bring a smile, for t h e i r
u p r i g h t p o s i t i o n , d e l i b e r a t e behavior and awkward movements a re l i k e
c a r i c a t u r e s of d inner- jacketed men. On an expedition for Walt Disney,
Dr. P e t t i n g i l l of Wayne, Maine, produced an epoch-making color fi lm
of the Falkland I s l a n d s , where penguins and people l i v e f a sc ina t ing ,
i solated l ives .

February 8-SATUKDAY FIELD TRIP to Bird Sanctuary at head of Vermont Street. We
wi l l adjourn early enough for Screen Tour.

Ethel Craig, Leader.

February 13TEKECUTIVE BOARD MEETING, Thursday, 7:30 p.m., a t 912 Victoria Avenue.

February 19-WEDNESDAY EVENING MEETING, at 8:00 p.m. sharp, Great Hall, in Plumer
Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd. Subject: "Birds of the Might." Pro-
gram wil l include sound recordings, slides and skins of owls, goat-
suckers, r a i l s , woodcock and other nocturnal birds.

Arnold Small, Chairman.

February 23-SUNDAY FIELD TRIP wi l l be to the marshes and lagoons along the coast
south of Los Angeles. Group wi l l cover Bolsa Chica, Newport Bay and
as far south as Maxton Brown Sanctuary in Oceanside, i f time permits.
This should be ah excellent t r i p for wintering ducks and shore birds.
Meet a t 8:00 a.m.' on Highway 101, just south of t raff ic circle i n West
Long Beach.

Jim Huffman, Leader.

February 27-THURSDAY MOKEOG MEETING - 10:0O a.m. in Long Hall, Plummer Park,' 7377
Santa Monica Blvd. Mr, George T. Hastings, Editor Emeritus and long-
time friend of the Society wil l speak on "Blossoms, Bees and Birds,"
A well-known teacher of nature subjects, he and Mrs. Hastings have con-
ducted' classes vherever they have lived, both i n the east and i n £anta
Monica, the i r present home. To i l lus t ra te Ms talks on botany, Mr*
Hastings uses detailed paper models of the Intricate structure of
flowers,

Mrs. Isabella Bright, also an Audubon member, wi l l give a talk on
"Adaptation of Birds to their Environment." A teacher of natural sci-
ences and agriculture in the c i ty schools, Mrs. Blight i s an authority
on bird study, so her talk should be most interest ing.

Olive Alvey, Chairman.




