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MR KIRULAND'S SPECTAL WARBLER

' The Kirtland Warbler, named in 1851 for Jared P, Kirtland, a noted natural-
ist, 1s known by bird watchers far and wide as something extra special in the warbler
galaxy. OF our five North American warblers, Dendroica kirtlandi is the rarest.

They mister only about a thousand, full count, :

L The five-and-a~half«~inch bird, with lemon' yellow breast, blue-gray cap and

cape, white "spectacles" and dusky back spends its winters generally throughont the
Bahamas - a nice place to be in snow~time. @8ince the Bahamas range along over six
mndred miles, you might think that the Kirtland's warbler's nesting area would be
broad, too. It ls for most other birds ~ but not the Kirtland, and thls plus 1ts
relative scarclty is what mekes it a most umisual bird., Returning each spring from,
the Dahamas and vicinity, theirtland's zero is on a virtual pinpoint in eastern -
Michigan, and nest anmually within about thirty miles of this point in Oscoda, Craw-
ford and Roscommon countles, and nowhere else! Another unidque feature of this warb-
ler is his tail wagging ~ in fact, he is generally described as the "tail-waggling

" Kirtland". ,

: The Kirbland!s have specific and exbtremely exacting housing standards,
‘which may account for their rarity, They insist on an open stand of Jack pines,
measuring six to twelve feet 1in heipht. The guess is that where Jack pines are short-
er or taller than the six~to~twelve size, the Kirtland finds the ground cover not to
his liking. He's a ground nesber and demends wintergreen, blusberry, sheep laurel
and sweet fern in his dooryard landscaping. If there's a sprig of arbutus bloomin_g

on his arrival from the Bahamas, he doesn't seem to mind. :

gome auwthorities speclfy "burned-over" Jack pine barrens, Thls gave rise
t0 an urmsual stabement in the Audwbon Bird Guide, as follows: "It 1s therefore (be~
cause of the six-to~twelve foot jack plne specificatione) not likely to find an area
sultable for more than a few yea,rs." Here we seem to have a species so dependent on
recurring fires for creation of suitable habltat that 1t might conceivably be exter-

minated by rigld flire suppression over 1ts very 1imited range”.

The female Kirtland, cheersed on by her mate, bullds the nest, Dr..Joessly

Van Tyne, of the University of Michigan has watched through four days while a lj.ttle
hen made 20% flights for the fibers and white deer hair she uses. Why white? Ask the
bird, When Norman A, Wood discovered the first Kirtland nests back in 1903, horse

hair gave them the finishing touch. Why the hair of a deer instead of a horse? The
awto companies have the answer to that, '

The household establi shéd, the Kirtlands are trusting and even mi gchievous.
br. Van Tyne veports having to push an incubating mother aslde to count her eggs.
Otca, when he spread his kit on the ground near a nest, a venturesome male swooped

down, filched o skein of tiny cellnloid leg bands and carrled them in triumph to a
high hranech. (Contimed on page 27)
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THE PRESIDENI''S MESSAGE

I sincerely wish all of the mem-
bers and friends of the Los Angeles Audu.
bon society a VERY HAPTY NEW YRAR, .

I suppose the making of New

| Year's resolutions is considered old-fagh-

loned any more. However, I wonder if
others have, as I have, resolved anew to
be more conscientlous about keeping resp,:
cords of thelr natural his’oory observa-
Tions. Co

- Most of us are members of 'bhe
Audubon Society because we have an inter-
est in birds or some form of nature study,
and for many of us this is our principal
means of recreation. 7If 1t hecomes too
involved 1t gets to be work, and ceases to
be recreation. However, 1t seems to me
that ve don't gel the most out of our ma-
ture study unless we have a certain amount
of gystem to 1t.

Membership in an organization
guch as ours offers decided advantages to
the amateur naturalist over belng a "lone
wolf." One has the opportunity of sharing
onets experiences with others having simi-
lar interests, at our meetings or 1ln the
pages of the TANAGER. Also our library is
avallable for the use of members. This
conbalns many excellent and useful books
which are often not :c-ea,dily obtalnable at
public libraries.

The pogsibility of add.lng even a
small amount to secientific knowledge is a
further incentive to careful observition.
In the study of birds even, where 1t some~
times seems that everything has already
been doney there are gaps in.our knowledge
that enthusiastic amateurs can help fill.
Members whoge obgervatlions appear in our

“Field Notes in the TANAGER and in AUDUZON

FIELD NOTES are playing a part in tids.

' Eugene Anderson and Brnest Wil-
loughby, two young members who live 1ln
Sants Monica, have made a study of the
birds occurring at Will Rogers State Paik,

‘and Mrs. Betty Meyerfeld and her son Alan

are making a similar study of the Bixby
Slough area. The former is now available
for reference at the library in Plummer
Park, T would like to see more such sttd-

ies made of limlited areas; they can be us::

fnl as a guide to other birders, and may
be of interest historically in the future

~ @s condltions inevitably change.

8o here!s wishing you many en=

Joyable and rewardlng days ih the field
Quring the coming ysar of 1958.

Robert E. Blackstone »

™
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)R, KIRITAND'S WARBLER - contimed.

The Kirtland's two~zecond-
long song 1s loud and clear. On a sbill
gay, the note carries a good half mile,
piis helped the Kirtland cengus~btakers
yho, under the organization of Harold
Meyfield, came up in 1951-the Kirtland's
combemary, with a count of 452 singing
males. It is thls figure that indicates
a totol of about a thousand Kirtlands,
botil Sexes.

At Mio, Michigan, in effect
the Kirtland cavital, where Kirtland
fanciers come from all parts of the
mation to get an eye and earful of. the
goy songster, Conservation Officer
verne Dockham figures the special warb-
lers are holding their own. "But the
firtland warbler vatchers,” he adds,
"gre sometiiing else agaln. Misber,
their mumbers pyramid!”

meelInrold Titus in Ford Times
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AUTUDON HOUSE

THANKS

Mr, & Mrs. D111l Hood for work done on
exhiblt case and for making the chest
for our ghells.

Mr. Hiram Deebe for money to pay for
material to muke chest and for two books
for the Library. ‘

Mr. MeCune for offering bo help with
cabinet work.

Mr. Baker and Mrs. Daker for helping .
with youth groumns.

Mr. Jim Murdock and Miss Harviet Cun-
mnsham for ldeas on feeding blrds.
All those who brought gifts to the
Christmas party. The birds at Andubon
House will he well cared for for sev=~
eral months.

WEEDS |
Larpge flat-top desgk with file drawers.
Typevriter in good condition.

Money for material to build sales
counter and bookcases,

Recent books for our Library.

Sign Painter to make weather-proof
slgn for Aundubon House. _
Palnter to help paint exhiblt case.
Somsone to answer telephone and do Typ-
ing at Audubon House Tuesdays 2-4 p.m.

On December 8, we made our first
trip to Tucker Hummingbird Sanctuary and
needless to say, had a wonderful time.We
were there primerily to help Mr, & Mrs.
McConb, whom we found most charming, with
‘the visitors who pour imto the Sanictuary
on a funday afterncon. We arrived about
eleven in the morming and had a fevw min-
utes to dbserve the mmmers and eigirteon
other specles ag they came to the var~
lous feeders before beginning the work of
explalning the birds seen, the food used
in the bottles and trays and answering
Questions wilch the visitors wished ans-
vered. There must have been between two
and three hundred children and adults
who say some- of the following species;
Amna's Hummingblrds, Valley Quail, Mut-
tall Woodpecker, Scrup Jays, Plain Tit-
mouse, Winlte~breasted Nathatch, Bewick
Wrens, Calif. Thrashers, Hermit Thrushes,
Ruby-crovned Kinglet, Orange-crowned
Warblers, House Finches, gpotted Towlees,
Brown Towhees, Oregon Juncos, White-
crowned Sparrovs, Song Sparrows and
Mourning Doves.

We were fortunate in meeting Mr.

Bs Ty Tucker and Mr, & Mrs. Paul Colburn,
learned much from them and hope 4o meet
them there again, We plan to go down
another weel~end in the spring and urge
all those wio can to do so. It is a
mogt worbthville trlp just to observe and
loarn and lots of fun to be of help.

~--lMarian Wilson

- Mmoo o e e o m w

WATURE MAGAZINES WANTED., Mrs. Mary Hood
1s assembling a collection of nature pic=
tures and articles. For this she needs
any coples you plan to discard of such
mogarines as Audubon, Arizona Higlways,
Natural Hjstory, Desert, Pacific Discov-
ery, Sunsct, Westways, etc.

' lMagazines may be left on the porch
at 138 go. Wilton Drive, or if you have
several years, Mrs. Hood will arrange b0
pick them up, in which case please phons

HO 3-0974 ‘

o A e M am me e

We regret to announce the passing of's
Miss Cora Leard

Miss Christine M. Thomss
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BIRDING IN SCUTHERN CALIFORNIA

The mild fall weather of mid
and late November made for very pleasant -
pirding in southern Californila, but for
those birders who seek the more intersst-
ing winter visitants from the north, late
fall and early winter was clearly a dis~
appointment, The relatively ralnless
month from mid-Noverber to about mid-Dec~
ember savw blueblrd weather prevalling
with air temperatures in the daytime
reaching 85 in the Los Angeles basin and
even higher in the desert areas. A great
high pressure system in the Great Basin
' brought ganta Ana vinds sweeping through
mountain passes from the deserts to the
north and east.

‘The expected flight of water-
fowl was at Plrst light and even at the
end of the period was low. " Very few
geese were seen in southern California
and even at the Salton Sea, Lesser Snow,
White~fronted and Canadlan Geese numbers
were down., Black Brant, however, arrived
at Mission Bay by the mndreds in Novem=
ber. For those who sought the more inter-
esting seablrds (gulls, slcids) this per-
iod was a fallure, No alclds of any type
were reported and no Xittiwakes sighted.
Small mmbers of short-billed and Glaucous-
winged Gulls together with a larger mmber
of RBonaparte Gulls could be seen along the
beaches and lagoons., The shorebird flight
became more interesting as lNovember pro-
gressed but no rarities were noted.

The land bilrd migration was
falrly good and because of the mild weath-
er speclés such as Black-throated Gray
Warblers; MacGillivray Warblers, Wilson
Warblers, Western Tansgers and Bullock
Orioles were perhaps induced to linger
longer in certain areas., There was an ex-
cellent flight of Robins into southern
Califorma while the flight of Cedar Wax-
wings, while substantial, was not extra=
ordinary. Red-breasted MNathabches wers
reported from NMumerous areas during this
time, DNone of ‘the more interesting winter
visltants were as yet reported.

Remembder ‘the Rare Bird Alert.
Call Arnold Small abt VE 7-2272 or R. Dud~
ley Ross at QL 4-2332 concerning rare or
umisual birds so that the information may
be quickly forwarded to those interested.
~=~Arnold Small

LIBRARY NOTES

Two books have been added to
the library at Audubon House~ "Our Fam-
iliar Island Trees" by Mary Dillingham
Frear and "Forest Friends" by Hubert R,
Evans,

Thanks to Mr. Hiram Beebe who
responded very generously to the recent
pleg for additions to the library col-
lection. It is through such support
that the library service 1s able to grow
and function. Requests for new or used
books or financlal aid, if a member pre-
fers to glve money, have been made bhe~
fore. This 1s belng repeated since the
need 1s always present and meumbership
support is urged.

--«Helen Sandmeyer, Librarian
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IDENTIFTICATTON

) Any effort put into ralsing
ones standard of recognition will not be
wasted. You must be able to know a bird
whenever you meet it. The sooner you
accurately identify a bird, giving it its
proper name, bthe sooner you may seek in-~
formation in past and present records
and the sooner your own records will have
8 permanence.

Identiflication is a broad tem
of which gome parts are out of most of
our scope in Field work and pleasure.

We leave the ldentification by skins,
measurements, and having the bird in the
hand to those trained in that portion of
the field, This leaves fleld identlifi-
cation for you and me. Tleld idenbifi-
cation is the composite plcture of the
bird in Its emviromment. This includes
plumage, size, shape, typical attitude,
manner of movement, voice, mode of feed-
ing, haunts, and associations., It is the
study of the live bird and its hablts.

This kind of information is
not often obtained from a dead bird. It
1s in this category we can be of service
to our Society, scientists and to our-
selves.

Birds do not pose for the ob-
server, even when umalarmed, and will fre-
quently fly off without revealing the
whole of thelr feathering. It is there-
fore a question of seeing as much as one
can on each oceasion and gradually build-
ing up to the full picture. Even after a
muber of observations it is often found
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that some particular dlagnostic feature
1ag escaped motice, Thls should not dis-
courage us ut serve to sharpen our sen-
g5 of observation. " .

Check back on your notes regu=-
larly to find gaps to be filled in. Mis-
tales and discrepancies can creep in no
patter how careful one tries to be.
pleld descriptions should always be made
on the spot, not when you get home. )

cketches are g grealt help.

They need. only be a simple outline. Col~
ors are many times difTicult to be sure
sout with changing light and different
vackgrounds. Another factor is the ob-
servers presence and conduct, which can
influence behavior and attitudes,

You observers of today are
mch better fitted to krow your birds
than say those of twenty-five years ago.

Make sure of your library at
judubon House in Plummer Park. They have
the books and want you to read them, It
is their service to you. Make use of it.

~-Betty Meyexrfeld

WELCOME, NEW MEMDERS

Mss Bleanor Childers,

1617 Angélus Ave., Los Angeles 26
¥r. Stanley B. Hare,

2505 (anyon Oak Dr., Hollywood 28
Mre Wy Wo Orchard, )

320 W. Arbor Vitae St., Inglewood
Mirss Carl E. Scott, ‘

3431 Mb. Vernon Drive, Los Angeles
Wrs Harold F. Young,

3829 Weston Place, Long Beach T

LA T Y R I LI

ARCTTC WILDLIFE RANGE

Secretary of the Interlor Seaton an~
hounced, Noverbér 20 that he had approved
temporary withdrawal of nine million acres
ln northeasgtern Alaska as an Arctic Wild-
life Range., This has long been desired
by conservatiomists. Upon final estab-
Ushment it will became the largest area
In North' Ameri ca dedicated Lo wildlife
Mrposes, and one of the largest in the
torld, not excluding the great wildlife
Terks of southeasbern Afyica.

- e e e e

CONSERVATION IN CONGRESS

HeRe 500 (saylor), H.R. 1960 (Metcalf)
and S. 1176 (Humphrey et al.) are famil~
lar.to you, no doubt, as the bills design-
ed to establish a National Wilderness Pre-
servation System on public lands of the-
Unlted States. Opposition to this legis«
lation comes, as might be expected, from
lumber, cattley mining interests, stc.,
as well as from resort and motorboat peo-
ple. However, some opposition is coming
unexpectedly from the Departments of Agri-
culture and Iubexrior, who apparently feel
that 1t deprives them of some adminlstra~«
tive prerogatives. The Department of Ag~
riculture has offéred a substitute bill
which, while recognizing wilderness use
of Natiomal Forests by Congress, does not
provide the safesuards written into the
original bill,

H.R« 5538 (Engle) and 8. 557 (Bible)
and related bills provide that withdraw-
als or reservabtlions of more than 5000
acres of public lands for the use of the
Depariment of Defense shall not become
effective until approved by act of Con-
gress, and that federal and state hunting
and congervation regulations be observed ...

- on any military reservation.

S. 2489 (Neuberger and others) requires

- the use of humane methods of trapping ani-

mals and birds on lands and waterways un-
der the jurisdiction of the federal gov-
erments This legislation is before the
Serate Comnlttee on Interior and Imsular .
Aff&irso

" em W e o e W .

WILDFL.OWER PRESERVES

Theodore Payne, writing in "GOLDEN GAR-
DENS, " September 1957, warns that unless
something is done soon to save some of The
gtate's few remaining wildflower areas,
they will be lost to us forever, Mr,
Payne, a 1life member of the Los Angeles
Audubon gociety, is a long time champion
of wildflovers and native landscapes, and
knows whereof he speaks. He was instru~-
mental, many years ago, in securing the
passage of legislation protecting wild-
flowers,

The disappearance of the large wild-
flower filelds, he points out, is due to
progress, to the land's being taken over
for agriculture or other development. )
"hat is needed,” he says,"is the establish~



30

ing of & mmber of ‘wild Flower Pre=
serves' or 'Sanctuarles' in i frerent
parts of the state...These areas eould
be made National Moruments, State Parks,
County Parks, or anything else by which
they would be preserved for all timea"

FEPORT ON PAST EVENIS

Tield trip to Lake Norconlan on
sunday, Nov. 11, vas attended by some 20
birders. The lake was falrly covered with
ducks ‘totating about 2300 birds including
900 Pintail, 500 est. Baldpate, 100 est.
Mallards, 450 est. ghovellers; 10O est.
mddies, 51 Green-winged Teal, 43 Canvas-
backs, 25 Ring-necks, 20 Redheadsy 11
geaup, 6 Gadwall, 3 Cimmemon Teal, 3 Buf-
fleheads, 5 Western Grebes, 10 American
Egrets, 5 Green Herons, 23 Black-crowned
M ght Herons, 5 Great Dlue Herons. A
single Plgeon Hawk was ceen ncar the lake.
In the afternoon some of the party went
to Lake Mathews and met' other members of
the group later in the day at Mill Creek
Canyon to look for the Painted Redstaxrt,
In this search the group was unsuccessful.

- me e e m M e e

_ Thursday Mormng Meeting on Nov, 21,
Dr. Richard Boolootian, zoologist at UCLA,
showed his beantiful Sea Otter pictures,
These-movies are the result of several
year's study, by alr, on the water and un-
der it, by Dr. Boolootlan.

This inberesting and amusing sea mame
mal, once so sbundant, then hunted almost
to extinction, is making a wonderful come-
‘back in the waters in the vicinity of Mon-

the shell 1s cracked.

Otters, though they have two fromt
paws and two back flippers, do not use
these in swimming. Instead they move
through the water by muscular undulation,
Baby sea otters spend many months cradieg
on mamma's broad bosom, comfortable ang
secure.

o em a wm wm W = wA W

The Audubon Christmas party was a
bright spot in the midst of a dark amd
ralny day. TLlfty people braved the ele-
ments, some who do rot often get out to
the regular meetings durlng the year but
who loock forward to this opportumty to
visit with friends. ‘

Mrs. Joseph Dunn, Chairman, and her
comuittee made the party a real success.
Miss Dessie Pope, pinch~hitilng for Mrs.

-Almg stultz who was il1l, gave a bright

and timely talk, Mre & Mrs. Gl ssman,
choir director and soloist, respectively,

- of the Westwood Methodist Church, made up

the misical program, We were so happy to

“have the G11ssmans back for a return vise

1t after having been so charmed last year
by thelr lovely wvolces., They led the
audience in the singing of Chrlstmas car-
ols that seem fresh and new each year no
matbter how many times they are sung, After
the program we enjoyed cake and hot spiced
punch, made by Beth Patterson
: As usual, the birds of Audubon House
benefited by the party as guests left gifbs
of food for them under the Christmas tree.
-~0live Alvey
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terey. Tharks to a.law to protect it from .

1912 and to the watehful interest of con-
servatlonists in the neighborhood, this
has been accompli shed. '

Sea otters live thelr lives in kelp
beds~- never.on the land--~ almost entirely
on thelr backs, thelr only enemy the kil-

ler whales, or an occasional misguided man.

Thelr food consists of sea urchins,
abalones, black mussels and clams., To
crack bivalve shells, the otter brings up
a rock from the ocean's bottom, lays over
on 1ts back, then placing the rock on the
fat rad on its chest (grown there for that
mrpose) ahd grasping the mussel in its
front paws, bangs away on the rock until

Have you completed your 1957 Blrder's
Individusl Questiomnalre? If.so please
send’ to the Secretary, Miss Dorothy God-
dard, 1216 Ne Brongon Ave., L.A. 38. It
is hoped that some worthwhile infornation
of the economic valune to California of our
hobby can be developed and wtilized for
the best interests of us all.

I T . T B Y

ATTWITTON! Circle and Save this date
for the REUNION of Audubon Campers (1948
thru 1957), their families and friends.
For gouthern Califormia, SUNDAY, April 27
Full Information and details later.
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CALEmAR FOR JANUARY 1958

SCREEN TOUR, Tuesday, Jamiary 7 &t Virglil Junior High School and
Saturday, Jamiary 11 at John Burrcughs Junior High. Subject, "Yukon
Indian Summer" by Cleveland P. Gramt. An expedition into the wilder=
ness Yukon Territory via color motion plctures - led by famed wildlife
photographer of Mineral Poinb, Wisconsin. Summer seenery breath-
teking in maginttude and wild besuty. Along the way - antelope, hoaxy
marmots, deer, badgers, moose, caribou and grizzly bears. A perceptive
account of the Yukon's Indlan culture makes the trip complete.

EXECULTVE BOARD MERTING, Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at 912 Victorla Aveme.
SATURDAY, FIELD TRIP to Fern Dell, Meet at Museun at 9300 awm. This

is the same day as the Screen Tour but we will adjourn early.
~==(atherine shaw, Leader

Jamary 15 - WEDNESDAY EVENING MERTING, at 8:00 p.m. sharp, Grest Hall in Plummer

Jamery 23 -

Jamary 25 -
26

Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd. Dr. Richard I. Boolootlan of the Zoology
Pept. of U.C.L.A, wlll present his color motion pleture "The Califormis
Sea Ctler."

THURSDAY MORNI MG MERTING =~ 10:00 a.m, in Long Hall, Plwmer Park, 7377
santa Monlca Blvd, A Round Robin 1s being plammed for this meeting, the
subject -~ "Warblers.'" Mlss Beth Peterson will be moderator of the
discussion, aldeéd and sbetted by Mrs. Mirtha Dunn, Mrs. Shearer, Mrs.
Paul Dodds, Mrs. Bess Hoffman and obhers. As spring and the warbler
wmigrations are not too far eway, thls is a good time to become more fam-
11iar with these birds, Skins and mounted specimens will be used and a
dLscussion of flyways will be conducted to help hirders in thelr field . -
trips, so brush up on warblers. We lope to have the loud gpeaker In
working order so the folks in the back of the room will hear the speakerse.
Mr. Willlam Goodoll, our West Coast Represemtative will attend this meet~

ing.

SUNDAY FTELD TRCP will be to Buena Vista Lake, Taft and Carrlzo Praln
(saturday) and Morro Bay (Sunday). This trip is excellent for Sandhill
Cranes, Golden Fagles, Waterfowl, LeConte's Thrasher, White Pellicans
and Black Dramt. The group will meet at 9:00 a.m. gaturday, Jan. 25,
1958 at the junction of California State Highway 166,33 and U.S. 399 in

Marlcopa,





