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A MALE CALIFORNIA QUAIL RAISES A BROOD
By C. V. Duff .. -

There are very few published records of a male California quail raising
"dbrood. In 1918, Grinnell, Bryant and Storer wrote in Game Birds of California
on page 529, "The male bird will sssume the duties. of incubation if the female is
done away With, but otherwise seems anly to perform the duty of sentinel." In 1938 s
Volume 40, Number 2, March-April issue of The Condor, John B. Price reports an in-
cubating male California Quail with photo showing male quail on the nest. Iater in
the same year in Volume 40, No. 6 of The Condor, Ben Glading reporte on "A Male Cal-
ifornia Quail Hatches a Brood." This situation may occur more frequently than sup-
posed, but opportunity for observation may not be possible, Because of the paucity
of accounts of a male quail railsing young without assistance from a female, it seems
that our observations may be of interest, : ' -

In the Spring of 1956, four pairs of quail fed regularly on the back lawn
of our home in Bel-Air, -One of the females walked with quite a limp in the right.
“leg 80 could always be. distinguished from the other females. '

On the morning of June 8th, a male and the female with the limp came up
over the hill and on to the edge of the back lawn,accompanied by seven chlcks that
appeared to have hatched quite recently. This group fed every day on the lawn and
in the area where we put feed for the birds. On June 20th, another pailr appeared
with eight chicks which also appeared to have hatched quite recently and fed daily

in the feeding area.

About 10 o'clock on the morning of July 16th, a male quail and nine' chicks
about & day old. appeared on the edge of the front lewn and fed for nearly:an hour, -
He would feed with them & few minutes and then fly up on to a post Just above the
feeding chicks to do sentinel duty for a few minutes and then returm to feed:. :He
watched over them with the greatest of:caution and was notlceably doing duty both
as male and female. We watched in vain for the.female to appear. When they had fin-
ished feeding, he led them up the hillside and they disappeared In the brush. In the
afternoon, he returned to the same, K spot where they had fed in the morning but still
no female accompanied the group. The next day they followed the same pattern as the
day before, and we watched them closely, but no femnle appeared, This went on every
day until July 22nd, when they failed to appear, and we did not see them watil 7:30
in the morning on July 30th, when the male arrived with only six chicks. During the
days of their absence, two Roadrunners were quite active on owr front and: back lawns,
80 it may have been that this was the reason for the male not bringing hie chicks
there to be fed. We did mot see them again until the morning of August 4th, when the
male and five chicks appeared and fed on the edge of the lawn. They had spent about

(continued on Page 9)
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" . THE PRESTDENT'S MESSAGE

: Thi‘sisbci’e-’ty‘ has grown: congids

erably since I first jJoined some five

years ago., With thls growth has come
added responelbility to participate ip
civic affairs. This season, already, we
have taken part in the Plummer Park Fiegt,
and have helped to malptaln an exhipit
at the Los Angeles County Fair. We sy
expect to be called upon more and more tq
take part in such activities.

' This work, as well as the mope
routine work of the Society, is done by
the Standing Committees, whose names and
chairmen you will find listed on this
pvage. Though perhaps less pleasurable
than other activities of the Soclety,

~this work is very neceessary, Many peopls

too, derive a great deal of satisfactlon
from doing a worth-while work for a cause
in which they believe. If you would like
an opportunlty to take part, by ell means
get In touch with me or with any of the
chairmen of committees, and we will do
our best to put your talents, whatever
they may be, to work for the Society.
This is a democratic. organize-
tion; each member 1s given the opportun-
ity to exerciece his voting rights. on every
important matter. In practice, only a
relatively small proportion of the mem-
berghip avalls 1tself of this opportunity,
and the affairs of the Soclety are decid-
ed by the comparatively small number of
interested individuals. At our regular
meetings in October (third Wednesday
evening and fourth Thursday morning) cer-
tain proposed changea in the Soclety's
by-lewe will be voted upon; I hope many
will wélcome thif opportunity to have a
volce in the government of the Society.
I wish all weuwbers would feel
that this Society is THEIRS; if you have
any ideas about extending or improving
the activities of this organization, T
would like to hear about them. In con~
cluding, may I say again, come on out end
Join in the Soclety's activities; you'll

“be glad you did.

Robert E. Blackstone.
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CALIFORNIA QUAIL (continued)

rifteen minutes feeding when they were
frightened by the antics of a roadrunner
chasing after a grasshopper at the other
end of the yard. Immediately, the guail
flew off over the side of the hill.

Every day from then on the male
and the five young fed on our lawn until
the five were fully fledged and eventual-
1y mingled with the other quail until we
sould not distinguieh them any more,

We observed the other quail as
they brought their chicks to maturity,
and the only flock to lose any chicks
was the one raised by the male who lost
four of his original group of nine. As
the male had to do double duty, it seem~
ed to ugs that he performed all tasks very

well.

A HEARTY WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS
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L.A, 46
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, No. Hollywood
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FIESTA

Plummer Park, the busiest
little Park in Los Angeles, held true
to 1ts reputation on Sunday, Septeuber
15. People began to arrive in the

early afternoon and by 7:30 p.m. when
the program began, there were at least
1000 in the north patio, The program
consisted of songs, dances and other
numbers done by members of groups who
meet 1n Plummer Park each month, Super-
visor John Anson Ford was on hand to
crown the Filesta Queen, The Friends of
Plummer Park, an organization of groups
meeting in the Park, presented Mrs.
Wyckoff, our fine Park Director, with
& rotisserie in appreciation of her fif-
teen years of service, which will ter-
minate at the end of this year.

We wish to thank Mr., Robert
Sandmeyer for his work in preparing the
Los Angeles Audubon Soclety's exhibit.
His poster work is outstanding. Those
attending ‘the Screen Tours will have
the opportunity of seeing it as we plan
to have it set up in the foyer of Virgll
Jr, High School,

Our thanks to Miss Ida Kizler,
who spent the entire afternoon super-
vising the sale table where leaflets,
cards and humuingbird feeders were sold.

Hostesses who gave thelir val~
uable time to serve at the exhibit and
at Audubon House were: Mrs. Ruth McCune,
Mrs. Mary Hood, Mrs. Irme Hecht, Miss
Elsa Schwartz, Mrs. Fern Shelford, Miss
Esther Johnson and Miss Dorothy Goddard.
There were over 100 visitors at Audubon
House, among them our President and his
family.

‘Thanks to Mrs. Elizabeth Ful-
ton, Mrs. Olive Alvey and others ve are
well supplled with hummingbird feeders.
Thege will be on sale at Audubon House
for fifty cents plus Tax.

---Mrs. Russell Wilson

* XK KKK KKk K X

" We regret to report the pass-
ing of Miss Anna Dudley.
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BIRDING IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

~ By far the most exciting orni-
thological news of the fall season has
beeén the reports of wonderful pelagic
birds near thé southeastern end of San
Clemente Island, Observetions made there
during early September by Ben King Jr.
et al; included 3 specles of Petrels
(Black, Beal's and Ashy), 3 species of
Shearwaters (Sooty, Pink-footed and Black-
vented ), as wany &8 19 Black-footed Alba-
tross, 1 Skua, 75 Elegant Terns and a
single Red-billed Tropic Bird. A return
trip on September ¢ ylelded more Alba-
tross, Petrels and Shearwaters in addi-
tion to an Arctic Tern and no less than
5 Red-billed Tropic Birds (some resting
on the water), (B.K. Jr., John Tramantano,
Richard Holmes), Wood Ibis were not
found at the Lt, Maxton Brown Sanctuary
after the third week in Auwgust., Only a
small number of Wood Ibis were in the Imw
perial Valley near the south end of the
Salton Sea September 14 (Pat Gould).

The shorebird flight appeared
to be good with the numbers of Phalar-
opes improving, particularly near Ocean-
side. Red Phalaropes were very scarce
© along the coast. Avocets and Black-neck-
ed Stilts were very pumerous at Upper New-
port Bay (260 Avocets, 60 Btilte -Sept.
4 | Francis Raymond) end at Lt. Maxton
Brown Sanctuary-~350 Avocets, 50 Black-
necked Stilts-Aug. 31, Vivien and Dudley
Ross, Peter Lodge). Elegent Terns had a
moderately good flight this year with as
many as 450 at Bolsa Chica Aug. 29 (F.R.).
Compare this with nearly 1100 there in
1951. Elegant Terns began to withdraw

from our shores by the first week of Bep-
tember,

A flight of 15 Ospreys at Morro
Bay Sept. 16 was most interesting (J.7,).
Dudley Ross, Peter Lodge (who is a visitw
ing British amateur ornithologist) and I
experienced the wonderful but rare sight
of from 25 to 30 California Condors at or
near the summit of Mt, Pinos August 2,
As wany as 17 Condors were visible at one
time, Some Condors were in view almost
continuously from about 12:30 p.m. wntil
3:30 p.m,, many coming very close. They

~ _wallowed,

e ———,

may have withdrawn from the Sespe Canyan
area due to the chaparral fire in g
viglnity. It was difficult to convinge
our British friend of the actual Scarcity
of Condors, .

---Arnold Small, 3028 Cavendish Iy,

Los Angeles 6L . VE 7-2272

Note: In case of rare or wusual birgs
please contact me so that the good Word’
may be spread via the _1}_@32 M Alert to
other members. More about this Alert iy
the next issue.

- e e e e e e ow m

- "ANTING WITH FIRE"

We have all, doubtless, read
of the strange phenomena of "anting", g
bilrd catching ants and rubbing them un-
der its wings and tail. In the Illus-
trated London News of July 5th, 1957 is
a story of a tame Rook that used fire
instead of ants. Another Rook had dope
the same thing a few years ago in the
aviary of the author, Dr. Maurice Burton,
To gquote & few paragraphs -- "My daugh-
ter took a match from the box and struck
it. The moment it burst into flame Ni-
ger (the rook) became excited, snatched
the light mateh., Holding it in his
beak, he spread his wings forward and
twisted his tail to ome gide and under
his body, at the same time holding the
lighted match under one wing., A small
pile of straw was set on fire, Wiger
literally leapt on the flames and, al-
most literally,wallowed in the [lames.
Whether flames or emoke, Niger still
He might jump off a moment
but he came back immediately with the
attitude of spread wings and twisted
or spread tall, From time to time he
would snatch at a flame or a wisp of
smoke with open beak. The one thing
that surprised us during the whole of this
performance was that the flames seewed
to have no effect on Niger's feet or his
feathers. It was as though he were iu-
mune to fire,"

The experiment of lighting
straw 1 the aviary was repeated, alvays
with the same result - the rook showing
an apparent frenzy at the sight of fire,
Just as it and its predecessor had done
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previously at the sight of ants, After-
werds the sight of anyone outside the
gviary with strew or a match caused him
to fly to the side of the cage and try
to reach out. The article is illustra-
ted with elght photographs of the rook
indulging in its fire orgies. '
~---George T. Hastings.

SCREEN TOURS PROGRAM

Tuesday Evening Meetings - 7:45 p,m, at
Virgil Jr. High School, 152 No. Vermont.

saturday Afternoon Meetings--2:00 p.m,
at John Burroughs Jr. High School, 600
So, McCadden Place.

"Forgotten Country'--Bert Harwell
Tues. October 22--Sat, October 26.

"\dventure in Africa'--Murl Deusing
Tues. December 3--38at. December 7

“Yukon Indian Summer'--Cleveland Grant
Tues., January 7--Sat. January 11l

"Penguin Summer"--Dr, 0.S,Pettingill Jr.
Tues. Feb. 4-~-Sat, February 8

"Monsoon Mosaic"--Dr. Telford H. Work
Tues. April 22--Sat. April 26,

Adult Season Ticket........e.. vees 83,00
Junior Season Tickebt......... 1.00
Family Season Tickeb...esesssons 6,00
Adult Single Admission............. .90
Junior Single Admission......oeusun 25
Mail application and remittence to:
Miss Bessie Pope

912 Victorie Avenue, Los Angeles 19

Have you hesrd of Hummers'
Heaven on Hummingbird Hill? That is

what the Hummers call it, I'm sure, for
the red cellophane "Come and get 1t"
flags are scattered all over this lovely
wooded garden, where flaming red hibiscus
golden yellow lions tail and varicolored
fvshsias grow in wild profusion. A group
of us were privileged to spend an aftera

2

toon there on Mt, Washington with our Pub-

licity Chairmwan, Elizabeth Fulton, We

were enchanted by observing these tiny-
winged Jewels darting overhead and feed-
ing. There were Black-chinned, Annas
and the amethyst-throated Costas. To
Just sit quietly watching them or to
stroll up and down the paths so allur-
ingly strung with these colorful red
and yellow feeders reminded me of a
tropical garden dotted with tiny Japan-
ese lanterms.

Thenks again, Elizabeth, for
a delightful afternoon with your lovely
collie "Lady" and your hummers.
--Elsg F, Schwartz

In the spring 1t was reported
that a large number of dead gulls were
found along the coast from Point Mugu
south. It was thought it might dbe the
result of eating Insects killed by in-
secticides, by eating spoiled balt thrown
away by fishermen or by the micro-or-
ganisms which cause 'red water" during
the day and phosphorescence at night and
which develops in great numbers in early
spring. The State Department of Fish
and Game made tests on many of the birds
but could not determine the type of
poison responsible,

A shipment of Gulf Coast Shoal
water plants from Texas was planted in
the Salton Sea last spring in an effort
to establish an attractive habitat for

~ ducks and cut down on the damage they

do feeding in nearby alfalfa fields.
The barren Selton See has no vegetation
at present.

From "Outdoor California”,

The WESTERN TANAGER is pud=
lished for the benefit of its members,
to keep them informed of the activities
of the Society. Why not share your na-
ture experiences by sending contribu-~
tions to the editor? The deadline for
copy is the 15th of each month.

When you move, please send us
your new address promptly.



COVER ON THE LAND

Tt may be a patch of weeds, OT a
marsh, or swamp or even 3 bog, -perhaps 1t
1s a Pield of wheat or potatoes; or &
stand of aspen, or maple. Whatever 1t mt?.y
be, Lt is cover on the iand, It is land's
pleasant counterpane.

' ‘Land, we know, 1s our baslc re=
gource, our common ¢enomirator of all
that 1s material. However high man may
elevate himself on the stilts of modern
1iving, he mist at all times be aware
that his props have their bottoms poked
into the earth. Men cannot, must not,
forget thls, ever.

Likewise, man mist at all times
consider cover on the land., Without this
cover, be 1t swamp, maple, potatoes or
whatever, land is virtually worthless and
50 100, is man. ' ,

" Cover on the 1land is abode to
the pheasant, the cottontall, the fox,

the coyote, the deer, bear, hawk, robin.
In & sense, 1t 1s fundamental to the ex-

1 stence of the blueglll, the pike, the
bullhead, the ralnbow, the muskle. Cover

on the land is home to countless creatures,
food to all that lives.

Down through the years man, on
occaslon, treated cover on the land with
abuse and greed.
conflicts. Dust .storms, erosion, abandon~
ed farms, demded forests~ these were re=-
sults along with famine and poverty. No
victories here, certainly, for man or land.

It was not until man learned to
treat land's cover with respect and con-
slderation that optimism became aggociated
with the land-man relationship. We have
that optlmlsm now. It is reflected in
soll conservation practices, in a return
of the forest, In sound management of vast
areas of game cover, in the protection of
water resources, in the progress of agrl-
culture. In short, we see it more often
than ever before in the wise use of cover
on the land.

~..In thls wise use there can be no

relaxing of man's respect for and considers..

ation:of ‘land .and its cover. A constant
awarshess of hls total subservience ig eg-

sentlal 1f he 1s to enjoy life, or rather,

if he 1s to ‘contin‘ue exlsting,
-=John Gray, in "Michigan Conservationist."

Man was a loser in these

ey

A REMINDER - Books available in ouy
Sales Departments

"Birds of the Pacific gtates"
Ralph Hoffm
"Trees of Santa Monica' 2
George T. Hastingg
"Field Gulde to Western Birds"
Roger Tory Petersoy
"Outdoor Hazards-Real & Tancied"
Mary V. Hooq
Other titles will be ordered on request,
All profits go to the Los Angeles fudy-
bon Soctety.
~~-Mlss Ida Kizler, Sales Chalrman,

Additional current books avallable a.’r,

the Pacific Coast Office of the Natioml
Audubon goclety, 2426 Bancroft Way,
Berkeley U, Californias-- .

For the teachsr and youth leaders

1., EXPERIENCES WITH LIVING THINGS (Ves-
sel & Applegarth) $3.50
A guide to understanding the common
Western plants and animals.

2. HOW TO STIMULATE YOUR SCIENCE PROGRAN,
(Vessel and Wong) ‘ $1,00
A gulde to slmple science activities.

3. CALTFORNIA WILD LIFE REGIONS,
(Vinson Brown) $2. 00
An Introductory guide to the common
plants and anlmals of Culifornmis. BEx~.
cellent condensed presentation for the
beginner,

" For the speclal interest: ‘

AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO FOSSIL COLLECT+
ING (Rlchard Casanova) . $L.50
This book includes s brief history of
pest dlscoveries, classification, how to
collect and locations where they may be
found. :

For the young naturalist:

THE RAINBOW BOOK OF NATURE (Donald Cul-
ross Peattie) ' $.9
A magnificent introduction to the se~
crets of the sea and forest, meadow and

~marsh, beautifully illustrated.

A1l purchases at the Audubon Office di-
rectly aid Audubon Conservation Prograis.
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CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 1957

October 10, EXECULIVE BOARD MEETING, Thursday, 7:30 p.m., 10363 Calvin Ave., L.A, 25,

October 12, SATURDAY FIELD TRIP to Playa del Rey for the gtudy of shore
and marsh birds. Take Metropolitan Coach Co., bus at 5th and
Olive at 8:50 a.m. - arrive at Playa del Rey at 9:36., Meet
at south end of lagoon. Bring bincculars and lunch., All wel-
come., Leaders - Clara Splitter--Ethel Craig.

October 13, The THURSDAY MORNING PROGRAM Committee is hostessing a tea hon-
oring our President on Sunday afternoon, October 13, from 3 to
5 o'clock, at 2220 North Berendo St. (off Los Feliz Blvd.) Hol-
lywood. Plans of the Thursday Morning meetings for the coming
year will be announced, 014 members and friends are cordially
invited and new members of the Society will find a warm wel-
come and an opportunity to become acqguainted with our program
and meet the officers of the Soclety.
R.S.V.P. NOrmandy 1-8036, NOrmandy 2-9966, WEbster 9-7403,
CApitol 5-L4093.

October 16, WEDNESDAY EVENING MEETING at Great Hall in Plwmmer Park, 7377
Santa Monica Blvd. "The Conservation Story" - an excellent
film in color with narration by Thomas Mitchell.

October 17, THURSDAY FIELD TRIP to Fern Dell, Griffith Park. Meet at 10:00
a.m, Take bus warked Western & Hollywood and get off on Western
at Russell, where autos will pick up those needing transporta-
tion. Following lunch, Miss Edna Burt will tell about her're-

cent trilp to Alaska,
Chairmen - Miss Edna Burt, PLymouth 5-1Chk,

October 2&, THURSDAY MORNING MEETING at Long Hall in Plummer Park, 7377
Sante Monica Blvd., 10:00 a.m. Speaker, Mr, Frank Gander of
Escondido, Subject, "Birds in my Garden," illustrated by koda-
chrome slides made by the speaker,who is an expert on nature
subjects. Mr, Gander, a graduate of San Diego State College,
has been caretaker at San Diego Zoo, Curator of Botany at the
Museum of Natural History in that city, teacher of patural his-
tory and a writer of note for many magazines, including Audubon
Magazine, This will be a rare treat for everyone, 80 be sure 1o
come and bring a friend.

October 27, SUNDAY FIELD TRIP will be to the Condor Refuge in Sespe Capyon.
Group will meet at 8 a.m. at Tip's Restaurant at the intersection
of U.S, Highway 99 and State Road 126 (the Fillmore Road ).

Leader - R, Dudley Ross, (ladstone 4-2332.





