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~ BIRDING IN MEXICO

By R. Dudley Ross

.. In April of this year, my wife and I, accompanied by Ruth P Ehnory, of “the
staff o:f‘ the Massachusetts Audubon Society, spent elghteen days birding "south of the
vorder”. To do justice to this wonderful trip, the first visit to Mexico for all of
us, woulcl require much more space than is available. In this brief report I shall
endeavor to give you some of the highlights and, at the same time, provide you with
some genera.lizecl information which will, I hOpe s encourage some of - you to take a.
similar ’crip at some future time.

" ""We made extensive reparations for the trip, 1t being our experience 'tha'h
the more thorough the groundwork, "the more revarding the results. With a road map of
Mexico we' plannea our route so as to visit as many different ha‘bitats as possible; .
then’ caremlly studied Blake's "Birds of Mexico" and Edwards' "Finding Birds in Mex~
ico" in order to familiarize ourselves with the new specles and families to be .seén -
along ‘the route. We also read, with great delight, Sutton's "Mexican Birds", and
learned a great many valuable things from "Mexico by Motor”, published by the AMA
and readily obtained from the Auto Club. We were vaccinated and, as an added pre-
caution, had a variety of "shots", feeling that an ounce of prevention was worth
more than the reputed pound of cure. :

... Crossing at Hidalgo, Texas to Reynosa, in the state of Tamaulipas we were
1n the land of tamales and tequila, poverty and paradise and birds and more birds.’

Our route took us south through what Edwerds calls the Atlantic Lowlands reglon and
stops were made at various places including Cludad Victoria, EL Mante, Valles, Tama«
zunchale (referred to facetiously by us "gringos" as Thomas and. Charlie) and spent

two days in the vicinity of Xilitla, the little Indlan village in the mountains which .
has been made famous ornithologically by Irby Davis and others. . South of Ta.mazunchale
We commenced the long ascenmt to Mexico Clty, situated at an elevation of 7,400 feet.
In the Mexico City area and on the way south to Acapulco, we enjoyed the most wonder-
ful mountain birding we had ever seen. Descending from the mountains we reached Aca~ .
pulco where we were on the Pacific coast of Mexico for the first time. Here it was
Guite warm and we were surrounded by an almost ‘unbellevably luxuriant tropical vegeta~-
tion. Mangos, mamey, papayas, banamas and other exotlc fruits grew in tremendous a~
bundance. We were almost 800 miles into the trdpics as we had crossed the Tropic of
Cancer abowt 25 miles south of Ciudad Victoria. Here we found birds such as the Ru~
fous-raped Cactus wren, Black-chested Sparrow, Least Plgmy Ovl, Orange-treasted Bumb-
ing, Ruddy-breasted Seedeater and the Green Violet-ear, the last an umsual humid ng=
bird.

" Returming north through the silver clty of Taxco, where we bought silver
articles at ridi culously low prices, we headed west in the mountains and made an over~
night stop at Patzcuaro. Here we found such tasty morsels as the Mountain Trogon, Qr-
ange-billed M ghtingale~thrush, Gray-barred Wren, Collared Towhee and White-striped
Woodereeper. Th:}.s last is uke a glgantic Brown Creeper, beling rine inches in length.

(Contimed on Page 3)
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;. With this rmumber of  the 'I“\NAGER T vomt

- 1o wel come all members and friends of th@

. jLos Angeles Audubon Society ‘eo 3, ney
of activities. -

yEar

In coimon with most orca.nizations witr
a large membership, this Society enjoys
the active participation of only a yey.
tively swall percentage of its members,
This is perhaps lnevitable, but I cun't
‘help feeling that many members who haye
not joined in one or more of our activi-

" ties, Just don't realize wha'b they are

A”x

daytime meeting and

P

1, gket Sa

missing.

e have two mont. meetings, one a
e other an evening
meeting. The chairmen in charge of these

have .gone to considerable trouble -

. Bchedule an interesting series of!préw
- grams with many excellent speakers.If

you haven't been attending one or hoth of
these meetings, by all means.plan to do
80 next month: I'm sure you. Vlll Vam; to
become a "regular”.

We likewise have two sched‘uled i’ield
trips each month; these are planned and
led by expert "birders" y but are by no
means restricted to such. ' Experts and
tyros alike attend and. senhjoy them. Inad-
dition to these, charter tus trips to
Places of interest will be announced from

time to time in the TANAGER.

I think you'll agree that our pu:'ogram
of activities is sufficiently varied to
have an appeal for almost anyone who has
an interest in mature. I sincerely hope

we shall see a great many new faces in

our various groups this season. -

The Audubon Screen Tours which this
Society . sponsors are not only the highest
duality entertaimment, but are a poten-
t18) source of income to ensble the Soci-
ety to ‘Barry on 1ts educational and con
servation work more effectively. Rislng
costs have made 1t more and more diff_icul’ﬁ
to do more than breask even. Now, more
than ever, your support is needed for
this program. You will soon be recelvinmg
in the mail an application form and 2
copy of the program, which I am sure you
will agree is a superlative ome, and 8
geruine bargain in high quality enter~
talment. Don't fail to get your season’/

Robert E. Blackstone



BIRDING IN MEXICO - contimed.
That is, it acts like a creeper as 1t
climbs the trunks of trees but it has some
1ively olive-brown and chesbtmt coloring
and, belleve it or not, 1t has a song
which resembles that of the Canyon Wren!
After leaving the famous 0ld city
of Guadalajara, we once more descended to
lower altitudes and were in the Pacific .
Lowlands region, where one finds many birds
not present in the Atlantic Lowlands. We
gbopped at San Blas, a small coastal town
which 1s gaining a reputation as a resort
and which we reached by a twenty-mile
drive through a dense tropical jungle.
Then we went up the west coast, making
stops ab Acaponeta, Mazatlan, Culiacan
and Guaymas, crossing the border into the
good old U.S.A. once again at Nogales,
Ariz. after covering over 3,500 mi. in
Mexico. :
During our elghteen day visit we
saw 318 species of birds, of which Just
120 were "lifers" or new ones for us, and
became acqualnted with ten new families
of birds, which is always a great thrill.
Altogether we saw 14 species of neronb, 22
hawlks, 10 doves, 8 parrots, 7 swifts,
i ngbirds, 2 motmots, 2 trogons, [J lclng-
fishers, 2 woodcreepers, 2 cotingas, 26
flycatchers arnd 7 syecies of Jays, plus
many others, too mmerous to mention here.
To be suddenly plunged into the
mdst of a completely new avifauna is an
exciting experience. It may sound bewll-
dering and one does have greater identifi-
cation problems than he would at home in
familiar surroundings but these identifi-
cation problems will be reduced in !
dlrect proportion to the amount™ gy
and preparation made beforehand. Lack of
knowledge of Spanish is no barrier; in any
fair-sized city and in all hotels and
motels, there are English-speaking people
and in any gasgoline station such phrases
as "fill the tank" and "check the oil" are
readily understood. One does have to ex-
ercise reasonable caution in what one eats
and drinks but this is all explained in
"Mexico by Motor". The roads are nearly
all quite good and, with the exception of
Mexico City, almost everything is amazingly
cheap. Even in Mexico City excellent ac~
commodations can be had at a low price. I
shall be very glad indeed to help anyonse
contemplating a Mexican trip, from laying
ot a route to fitting your time budget

to suggesting overnight accommodations.
Don't hesitate to comminicate with me if
Jyou wish such assistance at any time.

The point 1s, don't permit the
so=called obstacles to prevent your: malk-
ing a never~to~be~forgotten trip below
the border.

YOUTH TRATNI NG

The Magazine Department - Weat—
ways - of ‘the Automobile Club of Southern
California is lending travel s;l.ides,i‘or
hospital and orphan asylum work. e
slides will be used at the Shwin
Convalescent Hospitals for Qhdldr :
wish to thark Mr. Van Court, Manager. of
the Travel Department, and Mr. J. Harden,
head of training speakers, and Mr. Davis,
head of the Tourist Devartment, for 'bheir
cooperation and assistance. - ,

I also wish %o publica.lly thank
Dr. James Harvey, the head of the Mi ‘
Biology Depertment of State College, :
sending a student a month (for -over &
year) to two- hosvitals to. e:lve talks on
nature..

Elsa Schwartez has gone reg arly
once a month, and often weekly, to talk:
in our Junior Audubon Naeture Clubsin the
above ramel hosplials and in two- orphan-
ages, the L. A. Orphanage and the: Volun=~
teers of Awerica. The teachers:ab. both:
hospitals approve of our work gnd: at -
Shrine have secured perrission from the:
School Board to let us have the last hour
of the teachling ;period on Wednesday fon:

! Na.ture Club.

~“The chlldren at ’she~ orpha.na.ges

~—I:r'ma 8. Hecht, , :
Youth Training Chairma.n

The SUNDAY FIELD ‘I‘RIP ‘on Sep-

tember 22 will be to the Maxton =

Brown Sanctuary at Oceanside and\

points enroute to see Wood Ibis, "

Elegant Terns and early wintering

ducks and shoreblrds. The group

will meet at 9:00 a.m, Just south

of the traffic circle on Route :LOl-A
 in Fast Long Beach.

- Leader Jim Huf fiman, :

' FRontier 2-7124




AUTUBON HOUSE

We are looking forward to a great
year in the Society. To start things off,
this fall, we are partlclpating in the
Flesta, a tradition for eleven years and
which will be held Sunday, September 15
at Plwmer Park. Iach organization which
meets in Plumuer Park has been asked to
get up an exhibit showlng the activities
of 1t's members., In addition to sponsor-
ing an exhibit, Audubon House will open
1t's doors to the mublic from noon until
the eveming program. It will be shown as
the old historical home of Don Imgenio
Plummber as well as the Headquarters of
the Los Angeles Audubon Soclety. This
#hould ve & fine opportunity for our mem~
bers 46 vielt the Park, see Audubon House,
Long Hall where our Thursday morning meet~
‘iyigs’ ave held, and Great Hall where our
Wedneaday evening programs wlll be given
this yesr. Please watch the newspapers
for announcement of time and activities.

Over sikxtesn hundred adults and
chlldren visited Audubon House this year.
The listing of our telephone in the L, A.
drectory should erable us to serve many
more people. We hope that all of our
members who are elementary teachers or @
youth leaders will make use of the fine
material avallable through the Audubon
Jurdor Clubs. We have a complete kit at
Headquarters and will he glad to show and
explain the work to any one or group of
leaders, ‘

As more youth groups make appointments
to visit the Museum it will be necessary
to lnerease our staff of workers and
Speakers It 1s not necessary for one 1o
b oclallst 1n any field, -the maln
, 1ents being an interest in children
and & _desire to further the study of
‘birds, erimals habitats and conservation.
[ Any: menber. who has & few hours a month to
glve to this type of work is urged to
contact the Curator at Headquarters, in .
person or by telephone, HO 7-9495, on Wed-
nesdays and Thursdays between 2-1 p.m, or
telephone PO 1-~7635 evenings.

The sale moterial will be increased
as the demand 1s increased. Among the
books kept in stock are Mrs. Hood's Out- .
door Hazords, real and fancied, My, Has
ting's Treep Oof ganta Monca, Mr. Pyle's
Annotated Fleld List of the Birds of
southern Californis, Peterson's Fleld

Aldst

Guide of the Pacific Coasts. Nature
‘Bird Leaflebts, bird and anims]
cards, mature gomes and check lists,
Calls have been coming in for Iumming-
bird feeders,. bird calls » and stationary,
Tf we have enough inguirlies for these
items we will try to add them to our
supply. Our Sales Cholrmen, Miss Ida
Kizler, will be glad to order hooks for
members. The profit from sales helus to
increage our treasury and embles the
soclety tc varticlipate in more activis

ties.
~=Mrs. Russell E. Wilson, Curator

For those members who bave an affec~
tion for books this appeal 1s especlally
‘dlrected. It is also meant for members
who may wish to participate in some way
in the Socieby but have not yet found
the right means of expression.

Your library is in possession of
approximately twelve Tocks that are
badly in need of being rebound and can~
not be made availlable for circulation
until this is accomplished. There are
also some six paper bound volumes by
Arthur Cleveland Bent on life histories
of various birds. Because of the present
paper bindlng these books are kept in the
magezine and pamphlet collection and many
members are not aware the library poss~
esses them. For the wreservation and
protection of these fine books rebindiﬂg
is h‘lL,hl}’ desirable.

geveral bookbinders have Teen
contacted and ‘the most reasonable
quota"Lionu gplven were between ,;5 00 to
.1,5 00 per book.. Hince the turpose of
this appeal is to request ald in having

 these various books properly bound,

a contribution of ary slize would be a
step towards accomplishment and each.
member would gan.n through another!'s
generosity.

Donations mway be sent to ‘che
Treasurer~

.MioS Esther F. Johnson
1250-1/2 Holt Averme
Los ingeles 35, Calif.

Helen Sandmeyer
Librarian -~
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BIRDING IN SCU'I‘EDEURN CALIFORI\I[A

- Birders on ‘bcth emst a.no. wést
coasts axxiously avait the arrival of Aug-

ust which brings the end of the sunmer -GOL«

drunms as far as birding is concerned July
1s probably- the dullest month of the year
fram the standpoint of the a.mateur ‘ornd the
ologist and July 1957 was no exception.
The Ross's found 22 .White<tailed Ki’tes at
the Ventura County Gun Club rear Oxna,rd on
July 21 and this would be notable at any
season-of the year. These birds probably
reyresented three to four family groups
wvhich had been atiracted by the’ rodents in
that-area.  As the mesting season of the

“Kites draws to a close, these Tl rds tend 1o

 gather in such groups of families at fav-

orable feeding areas. No. knowrd pelagic ob= -

servations were o‘btained during July for -
" the southern coast, however, at Point Sal,
‘amta Barbara Co. on August 3, some 22,000
506ty shearvaters were counted as ‘th'ey
streamed past the Point in their north-
ward mieration (ED). August generally
‘harks the beglnning of the southward
phorebird migration, the influx of Wood
T¥is from Mexico, the anticipated arrival
“of Elcgan‘t. Terns, the appearance offshare
of mmbs¥oug Jaegers, and the possibility
‘of sometldng really fancy of a tropical
na.tura to appear off our coast.

T Seven Wood Ibis were at I'b, Max-
ton Brown Sanctuary ngar Qceanside August
6 and 7 (R,&M.Blackstone) and a. small rum-
ber-of Elegapt Terns were also noted as
vell as a few Black Terns.
now that we.can anticipate a good flight
of I:legan‘h Terns tiis late summer and ear=
"ly fall. sSome 100 Elegant Terns were at
-Bolsa Chica in mid-August, about ar equal
“ mmber at Malibu Lagoon August.18 (ED, R.
“Arbib), and more than 450 were counted

at Polnt Mugu estuary on that same date.

The shorebird migration began to accelerate

by mid-August and large rumbers of Mar-

bled Godwit, Long~billed Curlew and Blacks

bellied Plover (many in stunning bréeding
Plumage) assembled at chojce areas. '

. No large flights of Thalaropes
48 yet, tut mmerous
there along the coast. Smell mmber of
‘Black Prant remained throughout the; sum=~

mer from San Diego to Polnt Mugn. A. single -

Solitary Sandpliper was at Malibu Lagoon
fugast 11 (R.D.Ross) Four Pectoral Sand-

Indications are

small flocks here and.

- tected”;

pipers ware at Bolsa Chica on the same
date (J. Tramantam,) o

- 5T st take this op;gortunity
to report on-an. exceptional pelagic
trip which I experienced to the east énd
of Sdn Clemente Island Augu»t 13. Board~-
ing a sport fisking boat at San Pedrd we
ma.de the .55 mil¢. run in )»1,2 hours.
Dawn was breaking as we were well across
the San Clemente chanmel and pelaglec .
birds were everywiereé. They became more
mimerows as we approached the eanternm
end, of San Clemente Is. Tt might be
noted here that very fev pelagic birds
were seen in the Zan Pedro -channel on.-
the return ip late that afternoon,

‘The following is a partia.l

list of specles seem: Black Petrel (51—
“some~ very close.tqs the hoak), Sooty
Shearwater (437), Pink-footed ﬁhear» ,
water (300), Black-footed Albatross (2)
Red Phalarope (18), Xantus Murrelet (2),
Common Murre (2), Cassin Auklet (1),

.Pigeon Guillemot (11}, cabine Gull (2),
. Elegarrb Tern (41), Parasitic Jagger (1)

SKUA (1), Thi» ilhtsﬁrates, I

.....

- think, the need for moré éitensive pel~

aglc observations during thé swmer.
months, particulariy weil ofi‘shore.

‘ The Field Notes editor would
welcome gll bird recoxgtcls of interest %o
make this column wmore ccmblate axid 1n-
formative. Please phons or write, and
if the bird is especia.lly interesting,
don't delay.

Arnold Small, 30?8 Cavendish’ Drive P
Los Angeles 64. VE 7-2272 '

-.-a--on--u--von--—-

 SOME comsmvmou NOTES

We have had a lett.ar from the

_ office of the Governor informing us tha.‘c.

AB 2831, revising Fish'and’ Gaime Code secw
tions relating to birds and ‘mammals, was
signed by him July 8. Now all of the
hawks and owls are pwotec‘oed by law in
Califormia, which was our principal ob-
Jective 1n sponsoring this leglslation.

. In addition, the California condor, bald

-eagle, white-talled kite and trumpeter
swan are to be classed a.s "fully pro-
not even bcientific collecting
of them- will be parmitted. All - non-game
birds are to be protected with the ex~-
ception of the English sparrow, Crow,

Cont. Page 6
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black~billed magpie, scrub jay, steller's
Jay and the starling. protection of all our
hawks and owls is something we have wanted
for a long time, and 1s a big step forward.
Of ecourse, this is not the whole answer to
the problem; mch more will have to be done
educatiomwise.

The matter of repeal of the Mt.
.gan Jacinto Winter.Park Awthority. Act has.

been reopened, and 1s reported to have been .

referred to an interim cormittee of the
Assenbly Committee on Conservation, Plan=
ring and Public Works. There is hope that
we may at last attaln our objective.

At its meeting in Los Angeleés on
July 26, the State Park Commlssion consid-

red Serate Concuyrent Resolution 128,

yhich directed thé Comission to reinstate:
all grazing leases in Anza“Borrego state
Park 'gi’nd to open tertain areas in Cuyamaca
gtate Park to grazihg: The Commlssion re-
Jec‘hed these yroposals for several reasons,
chief among them being that State Park
1ands cannot Legelly be sed for othar
than State Park purposes.

In Congress, conserva.tionists
1o|s‘t 8 round ‘when the leglslators favored
a sa:r*ies of smp11 fivate dams 1n Idaho
over s single high fan in Hells .Capyon.
Other conservation’ losses are ‘the author-
izaion of the Bruces Eddy development
and the failure of Corgress to émact a
billboard control bill to protect the new
intvrs’ca.te highway system. The fate of
the’ wilderness protection bills has not
been héard."”

: —-—-Robert E. Blackstone.

“A reviaw of some of the So-
s activities which took place after
st Tamger went 6 press include:

ety

X AIBIL 25, THURSDAY MORI\I[NG ‘
CLASS. We regret that only 18 members
turned out to hear Dr. Howard Hill, Cura-
tér of I@.rine Zoology at the L. A. County
Museun, His subject "Ses Life along our
SﬁOres" vas a thrilling account of what.
We may see of the umsual when. ve valk
along the beach.

i MAY 23, THURSDAY MORNING MEET-
ING: Mr. Kenneth Stager, as usual,
chose an a.bsorbing topic - "Ecology of
Birds", -

**************

Falcon is Latin fi‘om Fale, a
At rlrla. harounas of +the Lurvad K1Y,

MAY 26, SUNDAY FIELD TRIP to
Mt. Pinos was enjoyed by about 50 per-
sons. Hopes of seeing Condors brought
guests and persons from other groups 11
terested in mature study. Unfortunately,
no Condors appeared but along with the
more common mountain birds thers were
Brever's Sparrows, Mitcrackers, Siskins,
Western Tanager, Townsend Solltaire and
Red Crossbills nesting. A GOld.en Eagle
vas seen on the return trip, -

7. Tuesday, JUNE 4, DINNER AND IN.
STALL:’%:I‘ION OF OFFICERS in Long Hall at
Plummer Park. Attendance mubered about
80. Ve were pleased to have Mr. & Mrs.
Bill Goodall, Mr. & Mrs.. stultz, Mr. &

- Mrs. Duff, Miss Salmon and Mr. Hasiings,

We mlssed having Mrs. Has‘tings tb.ere to
make the coffee.

< 'Mrs. Charlotte McBride, our rer
tiring president, turned the gavel over
to Mr. Robert Blackstone, the new tresis
dent and introduced 'bne new: Board to the

-members.

After dinner Mr. Arnold Small
showed a film of the Macris Expedition
to Brazll, It had been loansd-by the

L. A+ County Museum through Mr. «Kenne-th_'

Stager, Curator of Ormdthology at the .
Museun, and a member’ of the - expedition

JUNE 20, TII(BSDAY FIELD TRIP to
Charlton Flats. There were-11 bus can-
cellations but 18 members braved the heat
and dangers of forest fires. Late ralns
had brought forth many wildflowers and
the birds were busy feeding their young.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Blackstone and daughter
Dwyrwyn vere present and Mr. Blackstone
outlined plans for the sSoclety for the
coming year.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS

Miss Mary Rose,
4321 clarissa Ave. Los Angeles 27

Miss Alyce L. Larrieu,

6221 Saylin Lane, Los Angeles hoo o
Mrs. Neal B. Burkness,

171;8 Griffith Park Ave.; L. A 26

The new Pacific Coast Field Record

Cards are now avallable at the Paciflc
Coast Office of the National -Audubon S0«
ciety, 2426 Bancroft Way, Berkeley
Cal. Prices are as follows: 25 cards
(min. sale) $1.25, 50 cards, $2.00, 100
cards, $3.50. Mall orders will be
handled oromotlv.





