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SOME CONCLU’SIONS REGARDING PREDATION
- Leonsrd 8., Hall

One morning as we stood in the yard, we heard a squeaking .sound, Looking around I
sav Mike and Tiger each holding a tiny cottontail rabbit in his mouth, At commend,
sach dog lald down 1ts baby rabdblt entlrely unharmed; whereupon ve sent the setters
indoors while we looked for and discovered the nest almost underneath our feet, There
was still one young bunny tucked snugly away in the ball of grass and fur, After we
hed returned the two unharmed youngsters, we fashioned a guard of chicken wire above
the nest to keep the dogs away but with an opening through which the mother rabbit
could go in and out.

This aet me to thinking about the ability of the cotton‘ba.il, as well as of  some.

o)

other seemingly helpless species,.to survive unde?"'the weverest sort of~ pressure from.-

the so-called predators, Here in our yard was a wonderful example of how thie small
memmal which furmishes food for so many others, has adapted 1tself fo keep the race
of rabbits going, Here on the faxrm cottontalls get one blg dbresk, in that they are
not preyed tpon by man, ' Yet thers are plenty of other predators: foxes, hawks, owls,
an occasional blackenske big enough to swallow the small. rabbits, catg and dogs, But
the rabbit has been living with all of these for hundreds, 1f not thousands ; of years
and managing to - -survive, I am convinc¢ed that the limiting factor on tne ‘rabblt popu~
letion is the use we make of our land,

It seems that in the whole field of wildlife few subjects are less ‘understood -~
or perhaps it would be better to say, more misunderstood - than predation, The mein
reagon for this 1s our propensity to Judge all living creatures 2s good or bad ac~
cording to “pome “use we wish-to make-of them - or according to purely human standards
which acdtually cemnnot apply to animels, We forget that for eons longer than man has
inhabited the earth, 1life has followed patterms which we cell predation and without
¥Which 1life could.not exist, :

It might be smid that the only harmful predator ls the one which preys on b.i
low creatures for sport or profit, The horned owl which pounces :on the .rabbit.
more of a predator than the gourmet who pounces on his filet mignon., Both are inter-
®sted in eating to sustaln 1ife, though the gourmet undoubtedly wastes more: food than
%he owl, e

A great deal of research las tHeen done in this field of predation by wildlife. ‘
blologists and from their research it i1s possidle to draw some interesting conclus-.
lohs, One is that the animal which is preyed upon actually does adapt 1tself
tirough the centuries for survivel, Another is that avellability is the factor
wilch determines which animal shall be mreyed upon by others., Thus, as long as
f1eld mice are yresent in great abundance, they are used as food by most of the small
Carni've'rmls birds and eximals, The same is true of certain 1naect5 and fishes, of
rabblts and even of large mammals K

in the game field of Africa sy } ]

: f R and the Arctic wastes, e, \
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If any member moves s Will you please let
the Editor have your new addreas,

“the 10th month in the Julian Calendar,

.THE PRESIDENT 'S MESSAGE
December, as the word denotes, wag f
With the refoérm in the calendar it wag
pushed along to 12th place, but cerried
the neme right along with 1t, The 25ty
of December was reckoned &s the winter
solstlce, when the sun ‘seemed to remcy

& standing place for a moment before

- farther north at both enda:

gtarting ite awing in a longer arc,
langer
days and more warmth in them. =~

Ag the Gospels nowhere mention the

~date of Christ's birth, the Church

Fathers decreed December 25th, already
celebrated ag the Nativity of the Sun,

.should be known as'Christ's birth date,

exlorting the brethren "not to cele-
brate that solemn day like the heathén,
on account of the gun, bt in honor of
Him who made the sun,"

This 1s & season of warmth and
frifandliness, a desire to Iive less
to one's self, more for others, -not
only famlly and friends, but mankind ~
generally, The green Christmae tree is
& symbol of the ever-recurring life of -
nature and the outgoing of the’ hum&n
splrit,

At our Ammual Par‘cy, we have it ag
& Tree for the Blrds, with glfts of -
food for those living around Audubon
House, o

Join with us all in *bhis "h:ristmas ';
Party at Plummer Park, December 8, at =
1:30. There will be music, entertain-
ment- and refreshments. Mee‘o with old
friends and meke mnew ones,  For our néw

members, this is & splendid cnance for

" us to get acquain‘ted with each othér.

"A MERRY. CHRISTMAS TO US ALL, MY
© %"  DEARSt"
Graoe H&rv&rd Phillips-

Two new members for owr Executive Board:
Mrs. Ida Kizler is now our Chairmen in
charge of salés and will be at meetings
vith a supply of check liste and other
of our publications and Andubon Material,

" Mrs. Caroline Deugherty will take chargé

of Thursday Field Trips, a position she
filled splendidly for fourteen yeers, We
are very happy ‘et .ahe can- a.gain plan
and. lead. our “tpg,

FomoH oo KoK Ko Ko ¥
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WEAT '8 -GONE-ON IN THE SOCIETY
0live Alvey, Historian

#1eld: Trip of October 19 to Marineland
of the Pacific,' In epite of the dark and
chilly ddy:we' 'had a wonderful time watch-
ing the fish and mammals in this unusual
settlng, Dr. Howard H1ll, professor of
marine blology at U, 5. C. and Director
of the marine sectlon of the County Mu-
geun was our very efficient gulde. The

_endearing and cheerful-faced porpolses

performed tricks and mede great leaps
from the tank for fish, Flve dignified
14ttle Humbolt penguins did no tricks
but enjoyed their lunch of little fish,
In snother tank the performing seals
attracted large and enthusiastic aud-
terices, but no one in the audlences ap-
planded the show more vigorously than
the actors themselves, which 1s a slght
to. gee, ' A most fagcilnating feature of

this merine:display is the big oval tank, -

the largest fish bowl in the world. In
1t live all sorts of fish, of various,
glzes, colors and, shapes,. An interest-
fact 18 that most of the men working at
Marineland are skin divers who once
speared fish for sport; now their sport
1s to bring them back alive,

Tield Trip of October 23 to Mount Pinos,

One of the largest groups this year met
at Frazler Park and proceeded from there
up Mt. Plnos, some 60 members of the So-
clety and guests,
" The bird all wented to see - the Calw=
ifornis Condor - dld not disappoint us,
Condors were seen at six different times,
and several times flew extremely low over
the, campground, Every one present had
excellent views of this vanishing epecies.
The usual mountein blrds were also re~-
corded,. the most interesting being the
Nutcracker, Solitaire, Ruby and Golden
Crowned Kinglets and Cagsin Finches,
‘ The leader was Herb Clarke,

- Stu‘d#‘Class of October 2T at Plummer
Park.. Mr., Robert Bleckstone gave & most .
Interesting talk, "Somebody :Ls doing - .’
something about the weather,” -Mr, B

Bireaun and is an observer &lbo, Before

the daily weather forecast ls made much *

accura te observation and charting has to
be done by many people, We have now &

lac':k-v'-.“
stone mekes cherte for the U, S, Weather i

Theliff ledges.,

better understending of those little
weather maps in the papers each day. ‘We
saw plctures of the steps taken-dally:in
order to tell the story. Reports:.ars:
made from stations all over .the, cou.n’ory
and from the lslands of the Paclfie,.:
from shlps at sea, from planes from: “tme
army and navy and from many unpald'obs -
servers, This date is charted, the pres
dictlons are mede, then sent by teletype
to avlatlon compenies, news-papers, agri-
culturists and the general public, Some
observations are made by eye, but most
are made with dellcate instruments, Con-
ditlons reported are tempersture, air
Pressure, visibllity, humidity, clouds
and wind.,

We agked My, Blackstone why hurricenes
are named for glirls and not numbered, BHe
said men name them, -men would rather
talk about girla, We Just wondered,

. Don Tomas Parker gave an account of
the whooping crane,

, Mrs, Nurthe Dunn gave a list of birds
to be on the lookout for this coming
mon‘oh. In her llst are.winter visitors
that might be "life birds" for some of .
ug; such as ‘the Fulvous MTree Duck seen in
1953 at Playa Del Rey, the American Gold-
en-eye in the Back Bay the following year,
or the 0ld Squev at Malibu,

Afternoon Meeting at Exposition Park .

Commmity Houge on November 3,

The program ves Nesting of the Golden
and Bald Eagles in Southern Californla,
The moving pilctures and narration were by
Mr, James Faggera, Fresident.of the Pasgge =
dena Audubon Soclety. =
the pletures from & blind hung Py:-ropes
over bhe side of a cliff, from narrow .
ledges to which he was lowered by & rope,
or dangling on & ropeg on the-slde of &
precipice, - He thus recordsd ‘nhe intimate
life of these young eagles,

There are few bald or golden’ eagles in
California, they are becoming so scarce
thet the time may come~in the not dlstant
future wher to see our national bird we
will have to go to.a museum,

Faples do not always mate for life.
They live to be at least 30 years old
The nesth are .of sticks and leaves on
The young are fed. on rab-:
bits; squirrels, other roden'bs and small
mammals.

Mr, Fessera made = - -
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. REGARDING PREDATORS (Continued
from first mage)
‘of eny specles, Almost always 1t 1s the
environment = the amount of food, cover
and range, 88 Well as the pressure from
other species that use these same re-

sources, which determine how many quall
or rebbits or deer or raccoons cén be
supported on & given area of land,

Predation research also bringe defin=

1te knowledge of the food hablis of meny
ereatures ve persecute as predators.
Thue the broad-winged hewks are rodent
hawks, For example the Red~tailed Hewk
eats 53% rodents, 10% ipsects, rabblts
and squirrels make 10%, end the remein-
der of its dlet 1s made up of smell birds,
frogs, reptiles and other things, Of the
falcons, with long pointed wings, our on-
1y common one is the Sparrow Hawk, Its
dlet 1s over 63% indects, with 20% ro='
dents and a'very small amount of emall
birds and dther things, *The Sharpshinn-
ed and Coopers Hewks do~eat a fajir a-
mownt of poultry and geme and small birds,
but they also take many rodents, Thus,
the whole family of hawks might be ¢all-
od "flying mouse traps" and are worthy
of complete protection, '

(This article 1s one that Mr, Hall, one
of thé Audubon, Screen Tour lecturers,
wrote for his nature column in & St,
Louis paper and 15 used by permission,)

i

. TRAVELS OF BANDED DUCKS AND GEESE
. In Outdoor California, published by the
State Derartment of Fish and Geme in the
- June issue vas-a-report that-9 ducks and
geese banded on the American west coast
~ baye been recovered in Siberia, Some
b wvered three menthse after band-
‘ Le others had been at liberty for

4 There were 5 pintails, 3

anev geese and one black brant, For some
time California waterfowl technicians have
belleved thet some of the waterfowl that
gpend the winter here are mlgranta from

breeding grourds in Siberis, Most of the

birds recovered were from along the coast
across the Belring Sea from Alaska, but 3’
Pintalls vere from the deep interior, '

1,200 miles from Alaska, The airline dig-

UNUSUAL, TO SAY THE LEAST
. Olive Alvey
Did you ever see & big fat plgeon
bathing in & roasting pan in the midst
of down=-bown trafflc? Thet unususl 81 ght
18 to be seen at the Intersection of
Olympic Bouleverd and Figueroa Street op
a concrete 1sland beside the bus stop,
As T alighted from the bus there, I stop.
ped in amazement to see the pan of water
with the bird bathing In 1%, Another pig.
eon was perched on the edge of the pan
walting 1ts turn, 'A couple of others, re.
cently bathed, reclined on the ground,
surning themselves and preening. Besides
these there must have been a couple of
dozen others Just sitting around, not.in
the least disturbed by the traffic swirl.
ing in all directions beside them, Oh!.
I forgdpt - not far from tne roasting pen
veré twa lerge glass bottles filled with
vater, evidently put there to replenish
the bath water, ‘

g
i

. THE RIGHTS OF WILD THINGS
The next step, before we can comelder
ourselves truly civilized, 1s the recog~
nition of the rights of creatures other
then man, I do not mean that the lesser
creatures should be permitted by men to
epdanger his 11fe or mendce his food sup-
ply, but that other.:forms of 1ife, the
flowers; trees, birds and memmels find -
life-good, and that where'stheir welfsre -
does not conflict with the welfare of men,
they also have & right to 1ife-and-the =
pursuit of happiness, each in-1ts8 own way,
Such rights heve been recognized by
great souls; Thoreau, John Muir and John
Burroughs respected the lives of creatures
less powerful than themselves and entered
into & sympathetic enjoyment of -their com-
panionship, o '
Elbert Ben.j_amin

Mrs, Kay Hardt reports that recently &
lady, a strenger to her, phoned to say, "I
killed a bird today and vant to know if it
vas & good or bad bird." From the descrip-
tlon Mre., Hardt was sure the bird was a
red-shafted flicker, She told the lady the

tance from Los Banos, where some were band~bird was a "good one" end &lso that killing

ed’, to the deepest point of penetration in
Slberia 1s 4,500 m1les, The bands were
sent to the U, S, Fish and Wildlife Ser-
Vice by the Soviet Government,

1t vas against the law, The lady ssld she
never new any bird was protected by lavw)

L L . - T
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- CONSERVATICN. NOTES-
_ '. Robert Blackstone,

Welcome news. to coneervationists wa.s
the 1tem under a Denver November 1 date~
line - meny of you must have read 1t. -
announcing that'the U, S, Senators and

'Reprcsenta'bives of Colorado, Utah, New

Mexico,and Wyoming had agreed in a clog=
ed meeting "not to reinsert Echo.Park Dam
in any. form" into the Upper Colorado Stor-
age Project They are now convinced tha.t
approval of this project cammot be won'
over the opposition of .conservationists,
Thus Dinosa.ur is saved, but mere import-
ant even than thet, 1s the precedent es-
tablished against such invasions of our
national perk system,

Secretary of theé Interior Douglas Me =~
Kay has refused to accede to thé Army's

“request for 10,700 acres of the Wichita
' Mountain National Wilalife Refuge, stat=

ing that. he 1s "unﬂlterably opposed" to
the transfer. In a letter received from
his office a few days ago 1t 1s said, "We
hope thet through discussions now under
way with the Army it will, be possible to
meet the basic needs of the Fort 81ll ex-
pengion program without impairing the in-
tegrity of the Witchitd Refuge." Mr, Mc-
Kay's stand may force the White House to
deche the issue., The President should
know t.hat the conversationists of America
stand behind Mr, McKay in his defense of
the Refuge. If you have the urge to write
him & letter telling him so, don't ‘sup-
press It.

THE ALERT, publication of the Conser=

vation Information Service, reports that

the Interim Committee on Beaches and Parks
of the Commlttee on Conservation, Flanning
and Public Works of our State Assembly
toured San Jacinto State Park on horse-
back on October 24th and held hearings in
TIdylilwild and Palm Springs in order to get

- the facts regarding the tramway lssue,

These hearings were held &as & result of
intarest throughout the state in the re~-
peal of the Winter; Park Authority Act,
The group. will report thelr findings and
conclusions ‘to ‘the Conservation Committee,
which will submit 1ts. report to, the legis-
lature, prqbably in March, 1957 Th:LB 1s
encouraglng news .indeed,

The Aundubon Society has,, pf Course,
been working for many years for better
protection for birds of prey, A pumber

JAEGER, PARASITIC:

of us 1n the Los. Angelea Audubon Society
feel that 1t 15 nov, timg 1o unite with
other branches in California and to en-
145t the aid of other conssrvation organ=

- izations in'a campaign to, have our state

lavs changed to afford complete protec-
tlon to..our havks and owlg,  Laws protect~
ing birds of prey are almost imposgible
to enforce where some are protected and
others are not, At present the duck havk,
sharp-ghinned and Cooper hawks and the ™
great-horned owl are not ‘protected in this
state and may be destroyed at any time,
The groundwork 1s nov being laid for the

campaign, I will keep you informed on
future develomments and tell you how” you
can help.

. OBSERVATIONS :
WOOD IBIS: At the sanctuary at Oceanside ’

October 7, K. Hardt,

QUAIL, VALLEY: 17 'in yard a.‘b Ea.gle Rock
to date, Ruby. Curry.

Seen -at Venice Be&ch
chasing Elegaht Terns; Mrs, Clara

Splltter reports that her daughter,
Norms said,~"I'm sick of Jaegers, I've
geer. g0 many of them," B

GULL, BONAPARTE: Venlce Beach, October
Clara Splitter, -

DOVE, CHINESE: 'Seen for the :f‘irst tinme at
Palos Verdes on November l, Charlot'be
McBride,

ROADRUNNER: In yard at Eagle Rock for’ two
weeks in'early October,: ‘Séen to kill
two Brown Towhees, Elleen Creech, .

OWL, GREAT HORNED: Two in large oak ’orea :

~in Sunland ‘through Geptember-and: ea.rly
October, Caroline Daugh'terty. g

HUMMIN GBIRD, CALLIOFR: » In Mt, Washington
“area of Los‘Angeles, October 6-8,
Blizabeth Fulton, - "+

WOODPECKER, WHITEHEADED:: Bagle Rock, on.
pole in yard, October 5, E. Creech;
Sunlend, November 3,° Daugherty, CALI~
FORNIA, November 1 1n Palos Verdes, the
first time one has been seen in 'bhis
ares, C, McBride.

NUTCRACKER, “CLARK: Palos Verdee 3 Novamber
1, C. McBride; Sunland, November By C.
Daugherty,

ROBINS: Many in Van Nuys- to da.’ce ) Mey
Walt; in Sunland everywhere, in small
_flocks s C, Daugherty,
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Mrhere vas no reasoning or intelll-
gence involved, The curlew was merely
responding in the age-old yettern of hie
race, to the changing cycle of physiolog=
{cal controls withdn him, As days short-
ened, the decreasing sunlight reduced the
activity of the bird's pitultery glends.
The pitnltary secretion was the trigger
that kept the reproductive glands pouring
pex horwones into the bdlood stream, and
as the production of sex hormones de-
ereased the bird's aggressive mating urge
d1sappeared and the migrating urge replac=~
ed 11, It was entirely a physiologlcal’
yrocess, The curlew dldn't know that
winter was coming agein to the Arctic and
that insect eaters must starve if they re-
nmeined. He knew only that once agein an
irreeistible inner force was presaing bim
to move,”

From "Last of the Curlews" by .

- Fred Bodsworth,

- T0 THE GULL
81lver vings against the Dblue,
There are times I envy you =~-
Dipping, skimming, sailing round
While I must travel on the ground,
No human pilot has such skill,
Ko human pllot ever will
Fly like you -~
God's own small airships
0f the blue, ,
' Evelyn Carter Plerre

THE NEED FOR WILDERNESS AREAS

It 1s characteristic of wilderness to
impress 1ts visitors with thelr relation~
ship to other forms of life, and to afforg
those who linger an intimstion of the in.
terdependence of all 11fe., In the wilder.
neas 1t 1s thus possible to sense our e
man membership in the whole community 1ife
of the earth. ‘ :

We forget that.we can continue only ag
long as other men, other animals and other
forms of 1ife also keep on doing things,
We live only as members of a community,

From an article by Howard Zohnser in the
National Parks Magezine of October =~ De~
cember, 1955, o

"IF WINTER COMES,...u."

This ice~bound Winter wmorning,
The round white sun hangs low,
The trees and all the bushes
Wear ragged coats of snow;
But chilling winds turn balmy,
They almost hint of spring;
For, while knee~deep in winter,
I heard a cardinal sing.,

This little poem 1s by Miss Mary H. Beam
& blind lady in Upper Sandusky, Ohlo,

who does all her birding by ear,
published several of her verses
years,

T
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- DECEMBER FROGRAM

EVENING MEETING, Tuesday, December 6, in Long Hall, Plumer Perk at 8 PN, |
~Jim Clements, Herb Clarke and Jim Huffmen will lead & discussion on Censuses.

- Plans for the Christmas Count will be made.

. Blrd gldna, especlally of Vinter visitents and possible strays w111 be -available

cma:cs!mém PARTY, Thursday, December 8,
L

ARTY, Thuz , 8, from 1:30 to 4 in Fieste Hall, Plummer Park,
Paul Dodds and her Committee will be in charge of refreshments, Mrs, Aluwa

Btultz and Mra, Ida Kisler will have Audubon material, -gtationery, cards, books,

etc. for sale, There Will be an appropriate progran
olal time, visiting with friends old and new, Boing.

Christmas Tree.

An opportunity for & so-
Bring gifts of food for the Birds'

Take West Hollywood Bus on Santa Monica Blvd, to Fuller Avemue,

We have .
in other

FIELD TRIP, Saturday, December 10 to Cabrillo Beach, Meet at 8:45 at end of No, 6 bus

line, 116th and Vermont,
Bring your lunch,

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, Monday, December 26,
about your home,
Frontier 2-7124,

Birding along the way at Sloughs end at Cabrillo Beach.

If you can go out with a group or abserve

vrite or call Jim Muffmen, 2912 Manhattan Avemue, Manhattan Beach)





