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"SALICORNTIA

. Mogt of us know thls plant that characterlzes our coastal msrshes, The Venice and
Plays del Rey marshes which we vislt every year are Salicornia marshes. There in
summer sparrows- Savennah, Belding, Thick~billed and Song, Killdeer, Ralls and other
“blrds make their nests. Short-eared and Barn Owls have also been found nesting
there., Untll the mosqulto abatement work of the city did much work the Black-necked
5ti1ts found 1t a sultable place to ralse thelr young. On sandy places In or on the
edges of the marsh Least Terns have nested for years, But it is in the fall and
vinter that the marshes are of mosmt interest., From as far norih as the Artic Circle
and places in between come thousands of blrds. In early September and into October
Phalaropes on thelr way to the Southorn Hemlsphere zigzag about on the water of the
ponds and streams, From éarly fall t11l spring the Godwits, Curlews, Willets,
Black-bellied and Semi-palmated Flovers and the little Sandpipers called Peepw are
in large companles on the mud flats or stream banks, To see Avocets and Stilte
“always glves one a thrill, Standing high above the plants of the marsh Great Blue
" Horons and pure white Egrets, Snowy and American, are surs te be seen. Alvays |
there but rarely seen are Bitterns and Clapper Rails, In the ponds snd ,,,; ;;,
streams are Ducks, Coots aend Grebes, And one is always hoping to see some \»
rarer blrd, & White-faced Glossy Ibls or Sandhill Crane that sometimes vielt: , ,
for a short time, 6}1 \L /P
For bird lovers no places are of greater Interest, but for others the : ‘/
marshes are wasted land to be reclaimed by draining or filling, or sltes. } “
to be excavated for lakes, The Venlce marshes we think of as peouliarly
our own may shortly beéecome & thing of the past 1f the plans for the Marina
del Rey small boat harbor are carried out as they probably will be within
- a few yeaye., The original plans for shore line development called for a . !
vater fowl sanctuary of over 100 acres between Balloma Creek and Culver ,,,,\,
Boulevard, Apparently this is not being considered at present and will "V )
. not be unless 1t 4g urged by many, interested people. AN
" But to go back to where we started, to Salicornia. This plant 1s not [y /
only the dominant one of the marsh, but in many large areas, the only
one, The name means “"salt-horn" because the branches seem horn-like and [/
‘ the sap contalns conglderable salt, Cemmon names are pioklo-—med,{; i
glagswort and samphire: the first because the plants are some-
tlmes pilekled for food, the second because formerly ashes 5* /
from the burned plants were used in glage making, and the: { / :
. last 1s a corruptlon of the French Herb de San Plervre, o\r .
,-"f' ‘Saint Peter's plant as sallicornla resembles a Buropean| | i f.‘
) plant of that name, The specles of our marsh, chiel"l
. '\" ' Salicornlia pacifica, is a much branched plant growing
G to two feet high, apparently leafless, as the scala-y,‘
. like leaves closely pressed against the fleshy stemsf
' at the Joints seem parts of the stems. The Joints are ‘
from l/ll to 1/2 inch long, The flowers ~ no one byt & gl
botani gt would call them that - are tiny things '\ b
© 0 under the scales of epike-like contimuations of el G
A ’!,” (Continued on page 9) \ ) “ f
, )\ |
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'you with g'ati’cude at 1east five tim@s.

- and to the Nature Leaders Worksnop.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE ,
The season's meetings and fleld tripg
reasume this menth, We will meet old
friends ~ and meke new ones, as the So-
ciety's membership has now increased to
782, Let's bring 1t up to 1000 by the"
end of the year,

On the Calendar Sheet, please note thw
nev Evening Meeting; also the change of
building on Exposition Park grounds for
the Thurgday Afternoon Meeting,

The firest Screen Tuur comes Tueaday
evening October 25 and 1s repeated Satur~
day afternoon ‘the 29 at John Burroughs
Jr. High school, This last will be.fol~
loved by a soclal uour, with coffes and
tea at owr Audubon Houge in Plummer Park,
This will be a chance to meet the natur~.
alist Walter Shackleton, who will have .
taken us on a thrilling but inexpensive
tour through Kentucky, wiose flower lg
the goldenrod, the very neme of which -
causes some people to sneeze,  But this
gort of attack is easlly recovered from
or T vouldn't dare use it.

Looking forward to eecing you, one and

allin "Qetober's Bright Blue Weather,"
Grace Harvard Phillips

Christmas is coming! Tx'ue :H; seems a
long way off in October, but 1t might be
well to plan now, What could make & bets
ter present for any nature lover than a
geapon tlcket to the Audubon Screen Toural
The reciplent. of your glft would. think of

Eaza:rda y Real and Fan.,ied, to our Society

Now:
these are degcribed in am attractive 1l-
lustrated book which will be of value to
everyone who goes 1into the open country,
and of special interest to us as writbten
by a friend and former president of the

Soclety.,

Mrg, Margaret Shcolnek,
, 4510 Exposition Blvd,, L.A, 16
Mr. Norbert E, White, m
10501 So, St, Andrews Pl,, L.A. 47
Mr, George H, Wichman,
5221 Vincent Ave,, L,A, 41



WHAT'S («{'E ON IN THE SOCIETY

On Sunday, September 11, 21 members
and friends of the Scelety left .Santa
Barbsra on what proved to be one of the
most productive pelaglc trips in recent
years, From both the number of birds
and the number of species seen the trip
was a success,

The captailn of the 50-foot fishing
boat Speed King provided us with 80
pounds of anchovies, so vwe were able to
start chumming from the moment we left
port., The shlp always was surrounded
with gulls, shearwaters and pelicans, On
gseveral occaglons Jaegers came right up
t0, the boat to 1nspect the hordes of
gulls.

New specles to almost all on the boat
were 65 Aretlc Terns that were seen in

. flocks ranging from 3 to as many ag 15,
Four Shearwaters were seen,-~~Sooty, Pink-
footed, Slender-billed and Black-vented.
All were observed in some numbers; the
first two numbering in the thousands, and
about five each of the others., Other in-
teresting specles were 12 Pomarine Jaeg-
ers, 3 Paragltle Jaegers, 7 Sabine Gulls,
1 Barn Swallow far out at sea and 60 Red-
throated Loons in the lagoon at Sants
Barbara, A highlight of the trip home
along the coast highway was seeing two
White-tailed Kites at different locatlons.

In all 29 specles werse seen,

Jim Clements, Leader.

. RESULTS OF BIRD BANDING

Bird Banding in North Americe 18 under
the direction of the U.S, Flsh and Wild~
life service with the cooperation of the
Canadlard Wildlife Service and participat-
lon by state and provinclal game depart~
ments and many licensed volunteers,

Reports on banding and recovery are the
means by which information is obtained on
migration routes, distribution to winter-
ing and breeding grounds, mortality and
other subjects important to regulation and
management,

A Casplan Tern was recovered 26 year's
after banding. A ring-billed Gull and an

@ Osprey after 21 years. A Mallard and a

Plnteil with known ages of more than 20
years,

Among the longest intervals between
banding end recovery of the smaller land

 only stemens or pistils.

birde are 14 yemrs for Purple Martin and
Blue Jay and 13 years for Chimney swift,

Wild birds banded in North America
have been recovered from Siberia, Africa,
France and the mid-Pacific,

The Pintall l1s especlally famous as a
travelier: one banded in Labrador on
Sept. 7, 1951 was recovered 18 days lat~
er 1n southern England, another banded at
Tule Lake, California on Aug, 16, 1949
recovered at Cook Island, New Zealand on
Nov, 15 the same yeayr,

In the pasgt about 7,000,000 birds have
been banded and 500,000 more are being
added. each year, More than 500,000 re~

"coveries and returns are now avallable

far study.

JUNIOR AUDUBCN

The Junior Club that meets at the -
Arroyo Seco Playground every Tuesday was
written up In the paper a week or two
ago, Thig club is sponsored by Mrs. Kay
Hardt with the assistance of Mrs. Agnes
Cordy and Mrs. Lura Lowe Wilcox. Al pres-
ent, according to the paper, the club
members are making butterfly nets and
bug houses., The latter are clgar boxes
covered with nylon stockings that have
geen better days in which the youngsters
are keeplng live insects for atudy.

SALICORNIA, (continued from first page)

stems, In these spikes the Joints are
no longer than broad, under each of the
scales are three "flowers", ‘each of two
gtamens and one plstil, or commonly.of
All that cen
be seen of the flowers are the tips of
the stigmas or the anthers that extend
beyond the edges of the scales.

There are other plants in the marsh,=-
in more open places alkall weed with
quarter inch long white flowers, & creep-
ing mallow, knotweed, plg weed, marsh
grasses and obhers; but everywhere Sall-
cornia is the most notliceable,

By the edges of some ponds where the
vater 1ls not too salty are patches of
the glant bulrush, tule, Scirpus acutusg,
with leafless stems that may be ag much
ag 10 feet tall, with clusters of flowers
in emall brown heads at the tip. But
tules really belong to the fresh-water
marshes,
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A TRIP TO THE NORTE
Bthel B, Cralg

This August three other Audubonites
gnd T had a very enjoyable auto trip to
Vencouver Island and back along the beau-
t1#ul Wasghington, Oregon and California
coast, We listed 125 specles of birds
wg were able to identify, C

Our first blg thrill was seeing
dozen or more Great Blue Herons wading
and feeding just north of Polnt Mugu,
Then we sevw the colorful flower flelds
pround Lompoc where seedsmen grow plents
for the seeds and watched a couple of
dozen baby Quails feeding in the garden
of the Purisima Mission while papa gquall
stood guard on & near-by fence post and
talled orders, T

The next day over one hundred Yellow~
billed Magples were seen, flylng in
groups of from 10 to 25 from tree top to
tree top ag ve ate our lunch under a huge
spreading live osk on the Hunter Liggett
Military Reservetion near Misslon San An~
tonlo de Padua,

Bwallows vere geen dally darting here
srid there over flelds, trecs or marsh,
morning, noon and evening, We checked
off Bank, Barn, Cliff, Rough-winged, Tree
and Violet-green Swallows and & Vaux
gwift, There may have been others,-but
they were too swift for us,

Night Hewks, at least a dozen, put on
& beautiful diving shov, with mich zoom~
ing and chatter, for us the evening ve
atrolled the university campus at Eugene,
Oregon, The day before we had seen many
Lazuld Buntings in a meadow ag we drove
down to Oregon caves, They are so dainty
“rand blue " THely” selemn gtoop-shouldered -
friend; the Western Bluebird was often
geen on wive or post, ‘

The Clark Nutcracker ate our peenuts
- .a% beautiful Paradlse Valley as ve gazed
at. enov covered Mt, Ranler or the lovely
avalanche I11lles .

Anm we ferried through the San Jusn
Islands to 8ldney, Vancouver Islend, many
Plgeon Guillemots were seen and on our re-
turn from Victoria to Port Angeles mumer-
ous Murres were bobbing on the water and
wickly diving out of sight, The beauti-
ful black and white Dall Porpoise gave ua
& thrill as they played around the boat,
Gulla were not seen in great numbers at

"'and nearly all phases of nature.

any one place but many specles were not-
ed, from the big Glaucous to the tiny
Sabine. S 1

We all enjoyed the Olymplc Park, but
few birde were Been there, We agreed the
Rein Forest might be more mysterious when
dripping but the unbellevable two veeks
without rain made it only spongy, not
slippery underfoot and the shafts of gune
1ight and shadows through the mosses were
lovely.

AUDUBC(N HOUSE NATURE MUSEUM
Irma Hecht

The little frame house in Plummer

Park is the oldest house in Hollywood,
It was the home of the Plummer family.
Owned by the county, the Audubon Society
hag been glven the use of 1t for a head-
quarters, Nicely sheltered by trees in
which many types of birds like to nest,
1t is the center of a small Sanctuary.

Two tray feeders are kept filled with
bird food and a new blrd bath was recent-
ly glven by the Audubon Socilety.

This little house has no kitchen, but
once a month, after the Audubon Screen
Tour lecture it blossoms forth with
ladies, food end a tea party where mem~
bers meet the lecturer,

The House has been open all year =
from two to four o'clock every Wednesday
and Saturday - for passers-by, play~
ground children and Scout Troops. Some
of our members give talks on conservation
The
talks are planned to meet requirements
for Girl and Boy Scout badge requirements,
For troop vi‘sit‘s appointments are made in

‘advance,

Mounted birds and prepared skins,
gpecimens of insects and shells, rocks
and minerals, posters and lovely bird
Plctures are in the houge,

Brownie and Cub Scouts are given a
"look see" of many fields of nature be=-
gore gettling on a badge subject to work

or,

A fine serve yourself library of na-
ture books. enebles borrowers gimply to
write thelr names on the card in the book
Pocket, leave the card and return it to
the book when 1t is returned.

X

Come visit us, won't you?
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GOONEYBIRDS AND AIRPLANES
From the ELEPATO of the Hawaii
Audubon.Socisty. - L
TWO years -ago our.Secreen Tours folder
had -a picture of a palr of Lysan -Alba-
tross in thelr curlous dance.
the Military Alr Transport Service re-
ported that ten planes. had been damaged
on Midway Iplend by collisions with these
birds, popularly called Gooneybirds, The
M.A.T, asked assistance of the Fish-and
Wildlife Service 1n reducing the hazard
to planes. (Nothing was sald of the dam-
age -done to albatross by the planes),
Midway ls an atoll with a corsl bar-~

‘rier reef about 5 mliles acrosg with two

moderate sized lslands, Sand and Eastern,
On the largest of these, Sand, is a-naval

" station providing navigational communica-

tions and serving as a refueling station
for vesuels and alrcraft,

Two biologists from brances of Wild-
life Research spent a month on tthe lsland,
studying the two specles of Albatross,
the Black-footed and Lysan, that nest
there, '"Even with all our reading about
Midway, we wvere surprised upon our arrive
al to see so many lronwood trees and
other luxuriant vegetation,

The studles showed that neither dense
smoke nor loud nolses caused the bilrds to
move from thelr nests. When eggs were re-
moved the birde continued sitting for an
average of four days before deserting the
nests."

The damage to aircraft is caused not
by birds nesting on the runways, but by
birds in the alr over them, but below an
elevation of 200 feet, Most planes tak~
ing off from Midway use a "short field"
takeoff, a short run and & rapid climb,
quickly rislng above the 200 foot danger
Zone ,

IT by destroylng eggs of the Albatross
on Sand Taland the bilrds can be persuaded
to move across the lagoon to Fastern Is-
land theoy will no longer interfere with
alrcraft and visa versa, The captain at
the Alr Transport Headquarters in Iawall

- said he. believed that within 5 years Mld-

way will become inoperative for regular
transport use, Then it can be left for
the birds, ~

In Outdoor California, published by
the State Department of Fish and Game e
note that, for the fiscal year 195% 54
some 193,000 Duck Stamps were purchased
by the State's duck hunters and conscrva~
tlonists, It is also of interest that

Last year -

74,776 deer (the hﬁmbér'probabiy not com-

Plete) were harvested, This was the high-
8t kill in the histqry of" the Departiment,
Probably for the deer belng harvested is
no different from being killed,

- WHE . DO BIRDS BREED IN THE TROPICS

In Sclence News Letter of October 2,
1954 there is.a short article by Dr. Alcen
H, Miller, professor of zoology at the
University of California and President of
the Americen Ornithologists Union on this
subject, The tropic birds Just nest all
the year round. The hreeding cycle appear:
to be determined by the time the in;J:iq-
ual hatches, When the bird becomes of aye.

. no metier vhat time of the year he finds &

mate. Then he reats 'for an appropriate
period before dreeding agein., So in the
troples individuals of a single speciaes
may be found nesting at any time of the

- year, while others of the same sp901es are

regting instead,
ANNUAL BIRD SURVEY OF
THE DETROIT AUDUBON SOCIEIY .

For the past nine years the Soclety has
prepared and publighed a year's. survey.
The last one, for 1953, tha one for 195/
ls pregumably being prepared now, ip of
over 100 mimsographed pages. plug & map of
the area about Detroit. Notbs en 255 spec-
lea of birds tell of their status in the
area during the year. There are summaries
vith explanatory notes for wintpr, gpring,
gpummer and fall. There 1s a special count
of hawks. From 12 bird banding stations
are reports on the numbers of birds bended,
of returns, end notes on .kinds of traps and
bait found succesgful. 5669 birda of 115
specles were banded in 1953, Therw is also

‘& negting summary and a breeding pird cen-

sus. A report of the Christmas. Count i3
lacking, We wonder if any other Audubon
Society does such & fine plece of worx in
obgerving and, recording the birds of their
area,

A newspeper report from San Diego -=~
It's not news for a mall. carrler to . be
threatened or even bitten. by a dog, but
one hag now complained that he is regular-

1y attacked by a hummingbird,

Every victory of science reveals more
clearly a divine des 1gn in neture, &
remarkable conformity in: all tkjnn from
the infintesimal to tke infinite,

From "Preview of the Next 25 Years," by
David Sarnoff in Reader's Dipest of March
1955 .
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AUDUBON CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE

This Golden Amniversary year of the
National Audubon Society has a special
Congpervation Objective:--Save our Nation-
al Bird -~ The Bald Eagle, Since 1ts
founding the Society has carried on &
vigorous campaign to protect species of
wildlife threatened with extinction or
seriously reduced in numbers, Our nate~
{onal emblem, the bald eagle, 1s not yet
in danger of extinction, but its popula-.
tion has been decimated by illegal shoot-
ing and plteration of ite habltat, As an
example, in four Florlda counties in
which he has bhanded eagles for many years
Charles L. Broley found T4 neste:that
raiged young in 1945, This year. only 10
nests ralsed young in the same area, It
1s estimated that there may be fewer than
1,000 peirs of bald eagles in the United -
Btates, Unless effective action can be |
taken to stem the decrease of our nation-

al bird, ve may before long fact the prog-

pect of being ropresented by an extinct
embhlem, That would place the Unlted
ftates 4in the positlon of having denied
JTreedom to the symbol of its freedom, The

Ratlonal Audubon Soclety i1s currently con~

. dueting & nation-wide Inventory of bald
~eagles in the hope of obtalning data that
¥ill be a gnide for future action,

BIRDS AT AUDUBON CENTER =

‘Mre, Alma Stults reporta that they have
had more birds at the Sanctuary then usual

“@ue in pert to the fact that since the

-- Mid Aug. to Mid Sept,
Ruby Curry

OBSERVATION

HERCNS, IBIS: Green Heron, Amer. Bittern, 1

Audubon Center, Aug, 13 (A, Stultz);
Wood Ibis, 48 at Carlsbad, Sept, 7

(Georgie Ware)

QUAIL: Valley, Sept. 17, Eagle Kock, hllls

and yards (R.C.) )

SHORE BIRDS: Aug, 29, Venice Marshes, -

dreds of Black-bellied Plover, mostly
winter plumage, & few summer and some
in transition; hundred of Northern Phne
laropes, a few Wllson; Avocets; Black-
necked Stilts (B.T.H.)

Wandering Tattler, Ballona Creck, Sept,
18 (G.T.H.) S '

TERNS: Royal and Forester, Venice Marsh,

Sept. 18 (G.T.H.)

PIGEONS: Sept. 1 to 16, Bandtalls, 4, 3

edults, 1 young on tray, young apparents
1y being scolded by parents; Chincse-
Doves but no Mourning, Eagle Rock (R.C.)
Bandtails at Helen Pratt's. '

OWLS: Eagle Rock, Screech Owl calling (R.C)

on tree in front of house, Studio City,
Sept, 7 (R.Julian); Burrowing, & togeth

. er, apparently one family, Aug. 17,

Playe del Rey (B.Hoffman).

POORWILL: Fagle Rock hills, calling every

night, Aug, and Sevt, (R.C.)

HUMMINGBIRDS: Sept. Anna and Black-chinned

at commercial feederg (J. West, Gardi-
ner, Hardt); Rufous at Tucker Sanctuary,
in mid July on return migration from
north (B.H,) .

~ fire abundant food end water have been put HORNED LARK: Aug, 29, small flock at Del

out, Bullock and Hooded Orioles have
neated 1in the ares and raiged young.

t one time, We
in orioles

504,
alsed young since the fire: Blue
ke, & palr of White-tailed Kites,

' of Red-shouldered (Red-bellied)
ick-headed Grosbeaks, Cardinals
~chinned Hummingbirds, The
hinned Hummingbirds are numerous,

Bla
Am',’a i

"outtl royal" is on. Black-crowned Night :
Have beon obaerved frequently since - O'ibe: IN Sept. more Spotted than Brown,

¥v. Mourning Doves are on the increage.

Hoy

, year. The folloving hdve nest-

Rey (G.T.H,)

CROWS: 50 on new golf courisc, No, Holly~
wood, Sept, 15 (B.J,) . ,
TITS: Thru Aug. and Sept. Titmice and Wren

Tits calling and bathing, Eagle Rock
(R.C.); Mountain Chickedee, small flock
Glendale Sanitarium (M.Yost) Sept. 4
flock of Bushtits working on Toyon
shrub (R,C,)

THRASHER: California, singing and probing

for ants (R.C.)"

Hummingbirde have returned and the WARBLER: Aug. 30, Plleolated, near Syca-

more Glen (K. Hardt)

Eagle Rock (R.C.)

Flocka of over 50 meen at the feeding sta~ STARRONS: No White-crowned heve been re-

tlona, Very few Quail have been noted,

Thore 18 a definite decrease in Song Spar-

rowe due to the deep brush having been
burned, The pomulation of resident dbirds
1o approximately the same ag in previous
years, :

ported but they should be here this ﬂ%
month, ‘ :
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CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER, 1955

Thursday, October 6, 1:30 P,M, AFTERNOON PROGBAM MEETING, Note new location,
Expositlon Community House, 3990 Menlo Avenue, corner of Santa Barbara on
Park grounds, reached by #5 and #6 buses.
Short Vacatlion Reports., Talk - (NE LITTLE JUNIOR AUDUBQN SOCIETY AND HOW
IT GREW by Miss Iura Lowe, with exhibits of handicraft. Miss Lowe has been
for years Director at Arroyo Seco Playground, a popular and attractive
rlace for youngsters, Film ~- BIRDS OF THE MARSH,

Saturday, October 8, FIELD TRIP TO PLAYA DEL REY. For the study of shore and marsh
birds. Take Metropolitan Coach Company bus at 5th and Olive Streets at 8:50,
arriving at Playa del Rey at 9:30, Meet at south end of lagoon, Bring bi-
nocularg and lunch, Leader, Miss Ethel Cralg.

Tuesday, October 11, EVENING MEETING, 8 P.M. in Long Hall, Plummer Park, 7377 Senta
Monleca Boulevard, An excellent program has been prepared for this, the first
evening meeting. Come out and get this serieg of meestings off to & good start,

Thuraday, October 20, FIELD TRIP to Marineland at Portuguese Bend, Served by Palod
Verdes Shore Line bus, Admission with the group $1,00. Picnic tables and
lunch counters avallable,

Meet at 8:U45 at end of #6 bus line, 11l6th and Vermont, where autos will pick
up those needing transportation, "Blrding'" along the way at the sloughs, on
the beach in the afternoon, Leader, Mrs, Mary V. Hood,

Call Mipe Edna Burt, PLeasant 1-6984 or REpublic 2~1772 for reservations,

Sunday, October 2%, FIELD TRIP to Mt, Pinos. Meet at 9 AM, at Frazier Park cutoff
Just beyond Gormen on the Ridge Route, Those who wish may start Saturday:
and camp over night at Frazier Park. Leader, Mr, Herbert Clarke,

For further information call James Clements, TOpaz 2-33TH.

Thursday, October 27. STUDY CLASS at 10 AM, in Long Hall, Plummer Park, Mr. Robert
Blackstone will talk about SOMEBODY IS DOING SOMETHING ABOUT THE WEATE -
and answer questions about how the weather 1s forecast.

Mrg, Nurth Dunn will lead a discussion on WHAT BIRDS TO LOOK FOR NOW,

VISITORS AKE WELCOME TO ALL THESE MEETINGS AND TRIPS

AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS

RHAFPSODY IN BLUEGRASS -~ Walter H, Shackleton.
Tuesday, October 25 at 7:45, Virgll Jr, High School, 152 No, Vermont Ave., L.A.

saturday, October 29 at 2:00 P.M,, John Burroughs Jr, High School 600‘ S0, McCadden
Place, Los Angeles,





