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OUR PLUMMER PARK HEEADQUARTER3

When Plummer Park became county property in 1935, taken over irom Don Tugene Plum-
mer, our president, Mrs. Salmon, asked for and received permission to isve the old
nome of the Plummer family, built about 1878, the oldest house in Hc‘iddoou, assimed
to our Society for a headquarters. Beforse that time the Scciety hsd acquiz ad a few
books, some mounted birds discarded by the ruseum and other marerials. A&t first ail
our posgessions were stored in the home of Mrs. F. T. Bicknell, president &
to 1924, After her death in 1935, Mrs. Selmon stored the materisl until %
to our new headquarters.

When Mrs. Elizabeth Burnell Smith resigned as director of nature stud; of the Los
Angeles schools she s0ld a collection of bird skins and charis to tiie Socciety for a
nominal sum, Recently she has given us more bird skins and a study collection of

or

mineral specimens. Mr., W. Scott Lewis also gave us mineral specimens. Dr, Wil
Lloyd gave us last year some bird eggs mounted in cellophane covered boxes and &
large collectlion of shells, mounted and named, Mr, Walter Scott brougint back frem
Nev Orleans the pictures of Audubon's home., TFronm the county museun we received a
large collection of birds' eggs. We have a collection of mounted insects, mostly
California. Other specimensa : ; A&Ve besn given from
time to time by members, . Every year books have
been glven and we have fféf_ N rurchased some so that
our library now has over I 4 " 200 volumes on birds
and other phases of natural history., Last
October a catalogue of t 2 books was issued

as a supplement to The Tanager. The books and
specimens have been used constantly over the

,$ IB

years,
In 1949, our President, 7 AR _ Mre. Mary Hood, re-~
arranged our collections el T o making them sasier 1o

uge and the building more attractive, £ESince the
house came into our possession, Mrs, Salmon has met groups of boy and girl scouts and
their leaders for bird study. More than 200 young people asve been hslped every jyeer
and many scouts have won merit badges az a result of her instruction,

For the past seventeen years Mrs. Salmon has been our librarian and "museum curator!
To our regret she feels that she must resign from the position she has fllled so capa~-
bly. Incidentally it was Mrs. Salmon vwho found in & second hand store and bougnt for
our Society one of our most prized possessiong ~ & mounted Passenger Plgecn. ‘

Our new curator and librarian is Mrs. Irma Hecht, This past sumner she Las xept

** *the house open two days a wéek and miven talks o large numbers of ciildren and
adults. She has classified all the specimens, rearranged and made library cards for
the books and done much to make the building more attractive. Both Mrs. Salmon and
Mrs, Hecht have been helped by other members of the So"iety whe have volunteered Ior
this important work. More volunteers are needed to keep the house open other aiter-
noons. All members are invited to drop in any Wednescay or Saturday efternoon, aad
to attend the teas served on the afternoons cf our Saturdsy Screen TOurs.

It's our Headquerters, - - 1ét us enjoy it more this year.
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Fresident,,.....Misa Besasle M, Pope
1lat Vice Pres,..Mrs., Nurtha Dunn
2nd Vice Pres,..Mr. Herbert Clarke
Exec, Secty.....Misg Elizabetn Patterson
Recording Sec'y.Mrs, Bess Hoffman
Treasurer....,..Mlas Leotl Fisher
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Conservation.,..Mr. Robert Blackotone
Finance,........Mr, Repginald Julian
Headguarters. ., .Mrs, Irma Hecht
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Mr., Reginald Julian-
Field Trips,Thursdaye Mrs, Alice Lewis
' Saturdays Miss Ethel Craig
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Salas..v.eviuvnn Mrs, Cella Christisnaon
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Fublic Relations Mrs. Mary V. Hood

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

A few years ago vhile on a field trip
on Long Island in connection with the
National Audubon Convention we suddenly
asaw a large flock of black-bellied
plovers on a large lawn, Immediately
the guide asked the driver to stop so
we could get a close up view, As we
plled out of the bus, nearly knocking
sach other over in our cageruneas not to
misg anything, I heard the driver say in
such & very hored voice, "Wall, 1t's
good to have something to get oxclted
about",

Now, I ask you, fellow Audubonites,
what things have you found to get exe
cited about thila summer" Won't you
wrlte and tell ug about them? I am cer-

“tain there are mefy things that would be

of interest to us all,

Did yow lmow thal in the past year vwe
addod one hundred and twenty-olght brand
nev members to our Socioty? ITan't that
vortiyy of excltement? I think so, To
ecach of you new friends we send a very
gpeclal greeting.

You know the old paying that the big-
gest room in the world is the room for
improvemeont, As we start our activities
again this Fall may we onter that room
and go forward to the best year yet,

Bessgle Fope

Our especilal thanke to thoge who have
served so faithfully as officers and
chairmen and who now feel obliged to
give up thelr work for the Society.

My, Hiram Boebe, Miss Treva Russell,
rg, Elizabeth Fulton, Mrs, Ruth McCune,
Miss Dorothy Bush, Mlges Kthol Bass,

We apprecilate thelr unsgelfish gervics
to the Soclety. We know that their in-
terest In and devotion to the causes for
which 1t stands and in the Society will
continue,

For work well done =~ agaln our thanks.

FIELD TRIP, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 TO SANTA DARBARA
Thig will be a Joint trip with the Bird Group of the Natural Hintory Museum of Santa

Barbara with their leaders,
of .the uswal 4th Sunday.
Santa Barbara,

The trip will be on the 3rd Sunday of the month instead
Meet at 8:30 AM. at the Museun, 2559 Mission Canyon Road,

9:00 to 8.B. Botanic Garden, 1-1/2 miles from Museum
10:30 to Tucker's Grove on Highway 150, - 11:30) to Stow Ranch Lake
12:30 to Goleta Slough for shore birds and lunch.

Bring lunch, binoculars and friends,
Aon't miss it, See you there!

This promises to be an outstanding trip, so

‘Dorothy E. Groner

4038-1/2 Gorden Avs., Tos Angeles 39 - NOrmendie 3-1012
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We Welcome the Followihg New Members:

Mrs. Ruth D, Allen,

3901 Cherrywood Ave., L.A. &
Miss Julla Baker,

4918 Maplewood Ave,, L. A 4
Mr, and Mrs., B, L. Becker,

Box 1511, Glendale 6
Mr. H. H. Beisch,

229 Pasgual Lane, San Gabriel
Mr., and Mrs. F. C, Bennett,

1935 Lyans Dr.,, La Canada
Miss Bather V, Berger,
1824 W, Alexandria Ave,, Hollywood
and Mrs, J, E, Bomberger,
2128 Winthrop Dr., Alhawbra
Miss Helen Frances Brockmeier,

820-1/2 &, New Hampshire, L.A, 5
Mrs. Eileen Brooks,

896-1/2 N. Harverd Blvd., L.A.
Migs Susannah Bryant,

1337 D, Ocean Ave,, Santa Monica
Mrg., Ava L, Calkins,

326 N. Queen St., Inglewood
Mr, and Mrs, L. A, Carter,

1414 Tincoln Bivd., Santa Monica
Miss Margaret I. Clifton,

Y517-1/2 Avocado St., L.A. 27
Mr, Murdoch Coe,

252 So, New Hampshire, L.A. 4
Migs Claire B. DeBusz,

77538 W, Norton, L. A. 46
Miss Evelyn C. Doaney

Box A, Camarillo
Miss Ruth H, Dudley,

565 Wildomar St., Pacifie Palisades
Mr, Will 3. Eberle,

505 No. Elm Dr,, Beverly Hills
Mlss Susan Gibson,

4978 Cromwell Ave,, L.A, 27
Mrs. Helen H. Gold,

26 No. Boulevard, Newport 23, K.I.
Miss Ethel H. Griese,

1538 A, E. Wilson Ave., Glendale 6
Mises Hazel Anne Hayes,

500 W, Kelso 8t., Inglevood 1
Mrs, Gerald Hodgson,

393 So. Beverly Glenn Blvd., L.A. 2l
Miss Esther F. Johnseon,

260 So, Doheney Dr,, Beverly Hills
Miss Katherine V, Keppler,

3046 Wynwood Lane, L.A, 23
Mr, and Mrs, B. F. King,

2415 Coniston F1l,, San Marino 9
Mre. Gilbert W. King,

846 raseo Miramar, Pacific Palisades
Miss Esther Long,

220 So, Lake St., L.A.53

Mr,
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Mrs. Richard W, Luhrsen,
9413 10th Ave., Inglevwood 4
Mr. Robert J. Miller,
1215 6ta 35t., ua.nta Moni
Mims Joyce Munson,
347 No. Beechwood Dr,, L.&.4
Miss Harriet I3, Crr,
4743 Tujungs Ave. .y Hor
Miss Lina B. Pierce,
1922 V. 79th St., L.A. 47
Mra, L. K. Guiette,
10660 Wellworth Aye., L.A. 24
Mr, Charles F. Reiche, .
1535 Bellwoed Rd., San Marino %
Mr, Williem M, Reithard,
826 ¢, 9tk st,, Senta Menica
Mr, Nick Rodes,
"Route 4, Box 52, Suugus
Mrs, Henry W. Spliticr,
28 Ave, 27, Venice
Mr, and Mrs, Charles K. Teubert,
510 No. st. Andrsws FL., L, A. &
Mr, Robert M. Tester,
210 So. Benton Way, L.&. 57
Mr, &nd Mrs. Howard A, Wamer,
1005 Wo. Genesee Ave., Hollywood 46
Mrs. Louilse Waian,
818 E, Harvard Blvd,, Burbank
Mr. Kent Warrcn,
3827 Olympied Dr., L.A. 43
Mr, Harpld B, Yeaton,
13442 Galowood St., Sherman Ozks
Mrs., Emil Ziehl,
3569 Griffith Park Blvd., L.A. 27

AUDUBON CENTER OF CALIFORNIA
664 1o, Durfee 4ve,,El Monte
Phone FOrrcst 0-1872
Mrs, 0, M, Stultz - Director
Mrs, M, Gertrude Woods ~ Asst, Dir,
Neture Mussum open daily 2-5
gxcept Sundoys and Mondays

Hollywood

CALIFORNIA OFFICE
THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
olipf Bancroit Way, Berkeley 4, Calif.
Williom Goodnl., Pncific Coast Rep.
Sendy Oprunt, Asslstant Represen,

The smallest bird in the vworld is
the Fairy or Bee Hummingbird of Cube,
with o length of 2-1/4 to 2-1/2 inches
(including the 1/2 inch bill), and &
wolght of 1/200 ounce,

The largest bird in the world today
is the ostrich of Africe ond Arabla,
with o hoigit up to 8 feet, znd o
weight of as much as 300 pounds.
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Our Last Year in Retrospsct

As Ve begin a nevw year it is well to
pause for a moment to review what was
accomplished in the year past. Of the ex-
cellent annual veports by the officers
and chairmen those of our Reglstrar of
Menbers and of the Treasurer are of great-
ast interest.

Mrs, Elizabeth Fulton, our Reglstrar,
tells ug that we now have 667 members, a
gain of 52 for the year, Of tuess 479
have joint memberships with our Society
and the Hational Audubon. Of the Jjoint
memberships 2 are life, 1 active and 29
sustaining, the rest regular members. Of
the local members, 35 are life members, 2
patrons, We have glven 7 honorary end 6
complimentary memberships to people who
have rendered eapecial service to our
Soniety or to the cause of couscrvation.
Turing the ysar we have lost four members
through doath: Dr., William Lloyd,

Mr. Vaughn MacCaughey, Mr, R. N. Shuart
and Mr, John ¥, Wentz, Ve are the poorer
for the loss of these valued members,

The Treasurer, Miss Treva Russell, re-
ports that at the end of June, 195%, our
bank balance wes $1902.5%, Dues for the
year amounted to $1167.42, a profit of
$U31.91 vas received from the Screen
Tours, intersst and dividends came 1o
$167.50, special donations were $42.35,
and there were o fov smaller receipts, Of
expenaes the largect item was $7U6 for
The Westsrn Tanager, Our Yoar Book noat
$172.0%, Scholarships to Nature Cemps
were $260, Of course there wers numerous
otier small expenses, but we had an ox-
cegg of dncome over expenses of $509.0l.
$1000 was added to our endowment fund in
the form of Savings and Loan certificates.
This left us as of July 1 a bank balance
of $1221.50, Our endowment fund is now
$8850.00. The treasurver's books were ex-
amined by the Finance Committee which
founid everything in shipshape order. The
committee felt thalt the treasurer should
be commended for the very efflcient way
in which the rccords were kept.

We have alded the cause ol conserva-
tion ag the choirmen of the Committee,
Mrg, Ruth McCune has contributed articles
for the Tanagor, written lebters for the
Society, and encouraged members to write
to leglslators regarding bills before
Congress and the State Legislature

affecting the cause of conservation of
natural resourdes., Mrd. McCune also lec-
tured before Garden Clubs, Scoul Leaders,
Golden Years Club and at the Beverly
Hills Hobby Show,

In the field of educatlion we have
given scholarships to the Audubon Camp
at Worden to several teachers and leadors
of youth. OSeveral hundred boys mund pirls
have been instructed in bird and naturc
gtudy by members, especially Dr. William
Lloyd, Mrg. Selmon and Mrg, Hood, ILec-
tures, illustrated with our slides, have
been given to church groups, garden
clubg, scout groups and others.

Tor our members Ve have had 7 sxcel-
lent Thursday afternoon programgs and 7
study classes, planned by ths Program
Chairman, Mrg., Grace H. Phillips, The
regulor Sunday and Thuraday Field Trips
vers held and in March a Saturdny trip
vos tried as an experiment. Tols last
wne 20 much appreciated that other sat-
urday trips wers held in succeeding
months and will be continued thin year,
Mies Ethel Craig being the leader, The
trips yielded the usual number of thrills,
A Ruby-crovned Kinglet with its crest
erocted in the Countly Arboretum; the 0jai
trip with many wild flowers in addition
to the 50 birds listed, =mmong them Bul-
lock's Oriole, Long~tailled Chat, Phainoe
pepla and our Western Tenoger. At the
Charlton Flats trip in Junc, following
bird and flower walks and a lunch period,
officers were installed for the coming
year, Don Tomas Parker, under o slgn
rending, "Under New Management' conducted
the exerciscs wittily. Milas Dorothy
Groner reports that 2 of the § Sunday
trips were ocecn trips to study pelagle
birds. Outstanding memories of these
trips are of four Callfornia Candors
circling overhead on the Mount Pinos trip;
o flock of American Golden=-esyes and Black
Brant at Newport; Hocded, Bullock's and
Scott's Orioles together in one trse;
and on the occan trips, 30 Fulmors in
both light and dark phases, Murre, Pig-
con Gulllemots, Coassin Auklets, Xanthus
Murrelets, and 2000 Sooty Shearwatsrs in
gight at one time,.

For the 1l6th year our Society took
part in the Chrigstmas Bird Count of the

Continued on
bottom of Foage 5



LET'S BECOME KTUGBIRD CONSCIQUS
Loye Miller '

On April 7 of this year Mrs., Alice
4ddicott and I had a half~hour's visit
with a tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melan-
cholicus) In the Topanga area of the San-
ta Monica Mountains. Of course the vigit
wap pleasant. It revived an acquaintance
made some years earliez' in Panama and Rl
salvador.
and more lasting importance,
place I have seen during more than half a
century of field work along our southern

borders, a number of casaes of northern ad-
vance and retreat of more troplcal species

popunlations., Like waves ruming up the
sloping beach - some farther, some less
far - only to rotreat finally to the gen-
gral average sou level, So do these
northward extensions of range come and go

at lrregular intervals or cycles of years,

Is the Troplcal Kingbird advancing in
guch a vave?

A specimen wag taken in Berkeley in
October, 1947, another near Inverness in
October of 1951, Two birds were seen at
Pt, Lobos in October 1952, One was seen
on ‘the Colorado River in October 193

Qur bird makcs a fourth record for Cali-
fornia and the first so iar reported in
the Spring season,

Is there & roal wave of the Kingbilrd
advancing northward and sending flecks of
foam over our borders, or 1s it more ap-
parent, than real? Are wo Just becoming
more accurately discriminating? Let us
hope for both!

"Oh 'yes, that's a kingbird but he doea-

n't look quite right, His outer tail
feathers don't have the definite white
stripe, and the taill is gray insteed of
black, There's a dark band through the
eys, The gray of the throat blends more
uniformly from the chin backward to the
yellow of the belly regilon. He Just
doesn't look quite like our common king-
birds, Perhaps it is a visitor from
Latin America."

Let's become kingbird consclous)

(Note by the editor--In our Peterson's
Field Manual we will find Tyronnus melan-
cholicus under the nams of Couch's King-
bird. And the A.0.U. Check Llst gives
the West Moxicon Kingbird as Tyrannug
melancholicug occidentalis, - but as
Peterson says, "o opparent fleld differ-
ences", )

But to my mind it has a further
In the first

THE TAWAGER HAS COME OT a0
This issus b&'_"‘ng
the Wegtern 7o 52
past volumeg 1t

'.414!}‘ el .-Ls_;:
*« Lookxirg
"'~ g appa

Mrg, Raymond Br EnTan who : AT
and edited the firest iwo vo*4m~£. ‘
wiuma Mrs. Maude Murphsy, Mrs,
. Shelford znd Mi"“ hhv““ Grecly |
followed the :

keep up to the standards zet Ly ki
predscessgors,

A CONEER A“T(}" VIZTORY
JOSHUA TREE RATTGHAL M0

This Monument of 300,000 acrss
been set aside as ths only high
vildernese for the peoplu of 1
States for ull time.

Tty esthetic, rocreuticnnl snd =
tific valuss ore granl and attract
253,000 veople every yuur,

before the Monument was crented in
1935 the arce had been tncwau¢ 1ly pros-
pected and mined out, Heverilels
tain interests hnve been of luls
ing to have it opsned for prosp
and mining, The { uaubon uJuiC

Loogue cnd othera to oppoue Wuﬁt wouid
largely destroy the valuss of ¢ i
ment.

A slgnificont victory ior tou cause of
congervation woas registered whon thssc
demonds weroc reiuvsed at 4 hsoring last
July in Sen Bernardino

But we must sver ke°n enn the slert o
selfish and locsl interests endeavor t
gain footholds In our Notionzl Parks
and Monuments,

Q ()

o

The Yenr In Retrospect - contim
Netionnl Audubon Sociclty. Undsr

¥

O v L
’f‘

lcadership of Herbert Clurke 122 obssr-
vers reported 42,506 birds of 123 4if-

ferent specles, miking cur count agcin
ong of the largsst in the matlion,

A1) in oll it wos o good year, Credit
13 due all the officers and ccmmittes
chairmen who each and every ong did
such efficient work, Witk mony 01 T
same members continuing in cffice th
year ond with the help of newly vib“t a

or appointed ones, we loock forward With
confidence to another year of progress.

G (ﬂ (D
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CHEEPS AND CHIRPS

MISS TREVA RUSSELL after serving in
the exacting position of treasurer for
three and a half years has felt obliged
to give wup this work., We owe a debt of
sratitude to her, She has becen a member
pi our’ Bociety for about twenty years.
Her intereat In nature was kindled by
a general sclence course in the State...
Normal School and deepened by a summer
courge on How to Teach Birds glven by
Mlss Blizabeth Burnell, As a teacher
she always had a Junior Audubon Club
“and every term she took the members and
Ler classes to viwsit the Audubon head~
' quartaru in Plummer Park and for nature
walks, aided by Audubon Society members.

Juong '52 and again this year ~ a weok at |

the MoCune cabin at Big Bear ~- No need
for binoculars - At the very doorztep
the Cabanasg, California and White-headed
Woodpeckers fesding on suet, At othen
food traye close to the house, Roblns,
Jays, Green-tailed Towhees, Juncog,
Slender«billed Nuthatch, Chickadees,
Grossheak, and othora",

MRS, ELIZABETH FULTON also has felt
obliged to give up her work for the
Society, ~ Regletrar of Members. We
have never had a more efficlent workor
in this position, She hag been & meuber
of the Society for flve years and hay

long been interested in birds and nature,

At the feedurs in her yard on Mount
Washington she has every day birds not
often sven in the city.

MES, CHARLOTTE MCEBRIDE will serve this
year nol only as Reglstrar of Members,
but also as Chairman for Youth Work.

For nine years she has been living on
top of the hill at Palos Verdes and hasg
kept a systematic account of birds andg -
other wild life she sees., Her records
arc a model of accuracy and completencss,
She has organized two Junior Audubon
Clubs. Some of her older boys arc now

acting as leaders for younger boys and
girls. B5he is algo helping boy and.
girl scouts with nature and bird atudy,
- visgiting the troops and leading Jndiv1-
dual gcouts on field trips,

BSERVATIONS
Ruby Curry

EGRET: - A Dnowy Egrel with a leg band
found at Crystal Springe, Griffith
Park, taken to BEcho Park and released.
K. Hart

SHORE BIRDS: ~ the Loe Angeles Tiumes r¢-
ported meny Least Terns nosting on
flate at Playa del Rey.

QUAIL: =~ Valley Quail, three familiocs al
Tagle Rock: on July 11, fifteen half
grovwn young; July 18, eleven smaller
young; Aug. 1 & palr with threc tiny

| young.

PIGEONS: ~ 3 to 5 bandtallas dally at
feeding tray and eating green clder
berries, Lagle Rock, '

OWLS: = Aug. 10, & Barn Ovl hunte wood
ratg along Hill Drive, Eagle Rock,
making his hissing sound =28 he swoops.

POORWILIS: - Began calling at Eagle
Rock on May 30, by late July calling
lowdly and antiphonally at dusk,

HUMMING BIRDS: - Black-chinned swinging
in nuptial arc, making his whirring
emmﬂ,dﬁlrmMngmt Eagle Rock.

WRFE: = A puir of Bewlck Wrens bullt
in a decorated gourd hanging by an
often used door, Lined the nest with
cobton from o spray hanging on patio
wall., Now preparing for a aecond
brood, Mrs, A, West, Fagle Rock.

WRENTIT: ~ Has come daily thru the sun-
mer to feed In shrubbery and bathe
near housu,

MOCKINGBIRDS, ROBINS: ~ 1 pair Mocklng-
birds nested in o cork oak, another
in a live onk scross the strset, hav-
ing a lively time chasing Jays. More
Robins nesting in Sunts Monica then
ever before, many reported through
the summer iIn Los Angeles,

GROSCBEAKS, ORIOLES, COWBIRDS: ~ Many
Black-hended Grossbeaks feeding young
which incespantly call "Murillo".
Hooded Orioles taking sugor water
from huming bird feeders (Hastings).
K. fart reports seeing Towhee ralsing

- young Cowbirds and driving adult Coww
blrds away,

WATCH NOW FOR: -- Migrating Pacific
and Red~throated Loonsg, Western
Grebves, Semi-palmated and Blaclk-
bellled Plovers, returning Ducks,
Audubon's Warblers, Gambel and Gol-
den-crowned Sparrows,





