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TMPRESSIONS OF A NATURE HOBRYTST
A BIRD SANCTUARY
William L, Lloyd

Az a boy and young man I lived in the outskirts of Westfield, Few Jeraey, A Lri-
vate lene to the house terminated in an oval the shape of a tsar-drsp, My father
decided to turn this into 2 wild garden end make the whole place & bird senctuary.

We gathered plonts and shrubs and placed them in this oval until we asd truly a
Jungle wiici provided a fine nesting habitat, We made bird boxss from sseticns of
hollow tres trunks and gourds for house wrens and other small birds, We ned fesding
trays and sust baskets and other devices to atirect the birds,

The birds responded thankfully; we never had less then four nssting house wrens,
several robins, catbirds and thrashers., There were oriocles, vireos, bluebirds, and
a kingbird., A yellow=-breasted chat neyted in the orchard, & rose-breasted greebeank
and oue Ccr moxre oven blrds made nests in the woodland, and songz sparrows, & woodcock
and othex blrds ralsed their families in the meadow,

The hollow tree trunks made permanent homes for a downy weodpecksr and o scresch
owl. A red squirrel lived in the hickory nut tree and a ilying squirrel lived nearby.
The woodpecker and flying squirrel became quite teme and were very obliging., When
ve had vigitors we would tap on the tree and out would come the woodpescker, run up
the trunk, tap a few times and then return home, The flying squirrel would obligingly
glide to a nearby tree, c¢limb it and glidc back tc its hole,

In the spring the early mornings were & riot of song, Then I would piteh my tent
in thie edge of the woods to get in full the orchestral music, Often wy Tatier would
come out at daybreak and we would eunter the woods to watch the birds ne they sang.

Tt was on the whole a happy feathercd sommnity, only occagicnally was a visitor
unwanted. One time a blue Jay dccided to nest in one of the elm iressz. Knowing
their fondness for bird epgs, we watched the effect on the other birds with mnch
sencern, Before long several birds left their nest bullding and looked elaswaore,
Jne cathird left a nest end an epg rather than stay near the jJay. After much debais,
wo doeided to destroy the jay's nest, which hint the jay took and deperted.

The English sparrows were an arrogant set of bullies which gave us 2 lot of
trouble, They would descend from a nelghbor's barnyard, drive cur birds f{rom the
fseding treys and strip them clean in no time, My patlence ended, when upon hoaring
un uproar one day I found a flock of aparrows tearing to pieces & Fhosbe's pest
urAsr the eaves of the front porch where the bird had nested for seversl ysers, They
ied killed the young birds by throwing tacm on the porcs floor,

T dzcided to put o stop to this for all time so I put ocut & handful of grain and
Jheo into the flock as they fed. It was years before an English sparrow was seen On
the vlace again,

You may be sure the sanctuary attracted meny bird lovers, Almost every weekw»end
Wwe hnd visitors., Among them were Howard Cleaves and Clinton Abbot and his brothe?
Tecnrrd, Mr. Cleaves later became director of the San Diego Museum eg did Mr, Abbot
ut 2 later time., Another friend was Mr, John Burroughs.

For years we took a Christmas bird census for Bird Lore,

These were pleasures that few boys ever had, pleasures that I only now fully_

arpreciate,
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A thing ond sweet to remember,

"We are nearer to Spring than we were in
September,”

I heard = bird sing in tac dark of
Decerber,

magrlor

Oliver Herford

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

"New year, New life", So goes an 0ld
Spanish proverb. Well by now the Christmag
tinsel has been packed away and New Year's
bells hove stopped ringing, and we ars
avalting the new life of spring, which ig
just around the corner.

What about your New Year's resclutionsf
Did you resolve to let us ses more of you
in 1954% If you did, please stick to it,
We need you,

With the coming of more daylight nours
the Out=-of -Doorsg will beckon us more and
more, That is just where our field tyipy
enter the plcture. New gpots and old
haunts for your enjoyment every tilrd
Thursday and fourth Sunday, as usual,

There is yet another plan in tie making
which sounds good. There have been
requegts for a Saturday trip, Naturally
this would not replace diher of the otnevs,
but would be in addition., How about 1itf
Would this enable us to see some of you .
nice folks who herstofore have not been
abls to Join us? Miss Esther Craig, one of
our city teachers and a life Audubon mem-
ber, has promiasd to "mother" the plan
with your cooperation, 3o, vwe are assured .
of 8ood leadsrship. So beglmning with the
first zaturday of March and continuing
through Aprll and May we'll try 11t out.
The times and places will be given in the
Taneger,

Whether we continue it in the fall
depends of course, on the success of the
trips this spring, If 1t appeals to you,
pleasge pass the word around. ‘

But, whatever day you choose to be with
ug, here's to good birding and new friend-
ships in 1954,

Our first article thls month is one of

the series of IMPRESSICONS OF A HWATURE
HOBBYIST that Dr, William Lloyd hag con-
tributed, We have noted from time to
time Dr, Lloyd's classes in neture work
for gecouts held in Audubon House, hils
donations to our museum of publications,
mounted shells and eggs, and his part in
our programs., Dr. Lloyd was largely
ragponsible for the development of e
Mussum at Cabrillo Beach, was director of
it till his retirement & ysar ago, and
donated to it hie large collectlons. Weo
were all shocked to learn of his death
from o heart attack on Christmas day.

Our socziety hes lost one of its most use-
ful members, Ve extend our sympathy to
Mrs, Lloyd,
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A PELICAN NAMED JORE
Don Bleliz

In the spring of 1950 I vigited a small
pelican colony near a popular fishing ares,
A group of uninformed fishermen had visited
the area, shot several of the 0ld birds and
broken up the nests, They believed the
pelicang were responsible for the deerease
in gsme fish in the lake, (White Peliceans
ere clogsed as predatory birds by our Fish
and Gamw Commission, Ed.) Actually, peli-
ctns are beneficial as they catch small
non gome Tish Bnd thereby conserve the food
supply for the others, We saw two young
pelicans swimming about the island and
later found another one hidden by some
large dirt clods, Ve brought this one home
and my friend raised 1t as a pet, He be-
came completely tame and really enjoyed
being with people. He ate a surprising
amount of fish and meat scraps, Anyone
vho visited my friend could go over and
reach safely right inside the pouch (held
obligingly open) to deposit a fish or any
small edible object, His wings wore never
clipped and he was allowed the run of the
rancih but never left,

After a year and a hzalf my friend becanme
tired of providing food and desired Joe to
do his own fighlng, So one day in early
December Joe was taken for a ride in the
station wagon (which he always enjoyed) to
a small back bay where White Pelicens some-
times rest, When we arrived there were no
other pelicaons, Jos, after swimming around
for half an hour and taking a short flight
over the water, came out ready for dinner,
Just then 2 proup of eight White Pelicons
circled over and alighted on & small mud
flat about 200 yards away, We put Joe
_back in tho water and toased a fish out
ahend of him, then we got in the station
wagon and drove up the hill where we could
vatch, After a fev minutes Joe came back
Yo lecok for us, When he found no one he
flev oround a couple of times and then
lended ngain near shore, He seemed puzzled
out ofter fifteen minutes swam glowly over
and joined the others., As it was starting
% get dark we left, The next morning all
the pelicans nad left and thet was the last
I heard of Jos.

Trom the Book of Westernm Birds being
aritten by Don Bleitz, illustrated by the
superb color photographs, a few of which
Wers exhibited in the museum in October.

GREBES:

HERONS

DUCKS:

SHORE BIRDS:

SWIFTS:

SPARROWS, FINCHES:

OBSERVATIGHS ~--December 13 - January 15
Ruby Curry
In Loz Angeles Lake Euby Curry

gaw on Jan. X, 2 Pisd-bllled, 1 Hornsd
0 Eared and 1 Western,
In Fairmount Laks, De:.
Reginald Julien saw 1 krthng
Heron, 2 American end & Snowy Bz
On Jan. 4 near Los Angelss Lais
¢aliforniz (Great Blue) Hsron snd 7
Black=~crowned Night Herons, ¢ in o Bucu-
lyptus tree, one at edge of 1al

Pintaile, Green-wingsd
pate, Shovelers, Red-~hszd, &
Canvag~back, Lesser Scaup znd Rud
have been roported by various obs
on the ocean off tnp jettj 3t le Ec
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then flying QVcraead en Jan. % (quba

weat Bird Study jlub)

Wilson's Snipe, Loz Anpeleés
Liver bed, Dez, 27 (m.¢.), I Foyal

Terns, Zuma Beach, Dec., 31 (E. Heounu);
15 Surf Birds, Ruddy and Black iurm-
stones, Del key Jotty, L (8.W.8.3.)

@

i

Jall, 9 S i e
R, Julian writes "wWiasn I went to
lunch, Dec, 21, there werc aver 10
White~thronted swifts Llyln% over Lhe
L. A, River jJust west of Laurel Conyon.
I've never seen them here befors in my

1% years of observing in the unreo,

CHICKADEES: Chickades, iitwlcy, flcck of
Bushtits, Forest lawn Dec. 27 (h.c.)
THRUSHES: Hermit Thrush, San Dlegn Wren,

6 Bluebirds, Griffith Park, Jwi. 1l,
(S.W.B.5.Club). Robins, & dozen of
mere daily, feeding on fallen aveondes
uapt“ Monica (Hestings).

ATCATCHER, PIPIT: Western Guatoux
Ave. U1, Dec. 19, (K.Hardt}; 23 Ji;ixﬁ
Forest lawn, Dec. 27 (B.C.)

BLACKRIRD, ORIOLE: Eny Hardu r*na:ts 2

female Hooded Oriole, Ave, 51, al ﬁ,L
Dec. Hundreds of Brewers Blookbirds
attracted by food on the ground at iue
7Zoo, f£illing tree tops when not ezting,
Jén, 4 (R.C.) |

152 House Fincaes,
40 Willow, 13 Greenbaczcd GQlﬁTid‘uuq,
Riverside Drive ares, Doc. 27 {(B.i.)
‘Mrs. L. Hoogenboom- renorts n Tharter's
Junco, N. Ave, 22, firet she hod over
gsecn of these; Flock of Pinc Si:ﬁ%ﬁﬁ
neer picnic tebles in Zco, Jwi. i1,
(c, Weedmark),
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race H, Phillips
AUDURGY mestings vwere resumed with the
LFTTRAOON PROGEAM av ths County Museun,
Janmary . Our Conservation Chairman,
Nrs, Iunih MeJune, gave & report on the
peoncged Jounty Recrention Area around

: Slough, Plans call for facilities
sonting, bobh with %ars and motors,
' will scarcely encourage blrds to
aut neat, :md so far no place has
set uside a3 o bird sanctuary,

Stower's presentotion of the Bird of the
Meouth was not the bird itself but the fos-
3il sz of the huge Aspyornis, pressnted
to the muwasum by its Director, Dr. Jean
Delacour, Tials great bird, 9 to 10 feetb
in aslght, wao extinet in moat places
before mnn appesred on the scone, The epg
i displayed in the Bird Hall, with epgs
of eu ostrich, 2 hen and = hummingbird
for contraat,

Dr, Thondore Downs, Curator of Verte=-
brate Prleontology, spoks to ws briefly
of the work done at the Lo Brea Tar Pits,
then led tue growp Lo Huncock Hall, where
he pointed out reconstrusted skeletons of
varicus animals found in the Plts, no
longer yreseni on the North Amerdcon con-
tinent, dying or moving out before the
edvert of mapn: the marmoth, giant sloth,
comel, uorae, sabre~tooth cat, and

shovwe was "ANIMALS UNLIMITED"
: mimals in Kruger Park in
n clephents, a2kin to our

b

REPORT ON BIXBY SLOUGH
Ruth McCune, Chairman of Conservation
and Public Relatiouns,

On December 21 last, Mrs, Alma Stults,
Mr, Goodall, and your (onservation Cuniy-
man met with Mr., Wichole of tie Park
Department at Lake Machade (Bixby Sic
Desplte accounts in the papors, no pr
vigion has been made for a Bird Srmotrs
Apparently, vwe have not made our wounts
known as vociferously as othier uroups,
Plans have bsen made for a gelf courss, o
swimming pool, and separate areas rov
smnll boats and pover boats, both com-
mercinlly and privately owned,

This is all very fline, but alao mony
people who would enjoy = "quiet"” aren
that will afford a nocessary resting
place for wildlife oz wsll ap reotoraticn
to the spirit,

The only ploce feasidble is at the core
ner of Flpusroa and Paclfic Coast ilighway,
adjacent to the proposed golf course.
Letters to the Park Commigsion, giving
reagong for designating such a spob ag a
Sanctuary and asguring support of a bond
issue for ouch z purpose are needed.

Althouph there 1 money on hond now,
it will be needed for asquiring privately
owned land in the vieinity and develop-
ment and beautification will have to be
raiged. Since $100,000 was granted by
the State Wildlife (ommission, onc wondsrs
why there was not aome demond for the
Sanctuary made, Ve hope that sometiing
like Lake Merritt may be developed, as
great an asgct to the area oo ooy OLaey
attrection.

. OUR CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
I went to tcke this opportunity to thank each and every narticipant for meking tae

Christnas Count the success that it was.

Those especielly to wiaom I am indebtud ure

Mias Bosscle Pope (3ociety President, Miss Elizabeth Patterscn (mimeographing),

Mr, Jim Clements (publicity), Mr, R, #. Julian (restaurant), Mr. George Haostinge
(Taneger), Mr, John Cunninghom {compiler, §

anta Monlea Nature Club), Mro. Alme Stults

{ares sasistonce) and last, bdut not least, Mr. Robert Pyle who laid most of the foun-

detion for conducting tlhe count.,

Altogether 122 people (U6 of whom mot afterwords

ot the Ontra Calfeterla) took part recording 153 different specles among thc 42,500

individual birds scen,
3,559 tirds

o

aeen by 116 observers.

Thla compares with last year's total of 151 spociss amun?
The drop in total birds is undoubtedly dus to

the vory dry yoor, one of the driest in Los Angeles! history.

Soms of the raritics listed were Swainson's Hawk,

Costa's Hummingblrd, Warbling

Virco, Iney's Warbler, Black-thronted Gray Warbler and Slate-colored Junco,

e full reoport, as well as 21l others from

Avquban Ficld Notes, the April issue.

across the nation, will be publisincd in

Herbert Clarke
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CHEEPS AND CHIRPS
Mrs. Grase Sharritt Welson writes that
memberzhip in the L. A.-Audubon Society
bask to 1945, "I was a free-lance
r traveling uhrcupn California and
11y lended in Los Angeles when there
was a five-day limit on hotel rooms, When
my time expired and I was about toc be dis~-
gorced onto the sireet with my typewriter
and luggmgze - that angel, Alma Stuliz,
came along and winged me into her home, I
wrote there, and with great success, be-
neath her Eancalyptus tree with the singing
of the mockingbird at my elbow and the
zooing of Chinese doves above me, Ah me,
what memories! Today there is a ground
blizzard whirling about my window, ravens
in the skies, Clark's Crows on the feed-
ingboard, and a herd of elk down in’ the’
swamp out of ths wintery wind.

I came to Jackson Hole that same year
on an assignment from Hature Magazine and
Auduben Magezine o0 cover stories on the
largest elk herd in the world, The rest
that follows is Lisgtory now, I married
the manager of the elk refuge, Almer P,
Nelson, and have heen an eskimo ever since.

I am very proud of my assosniation with
the fliena" I have made in the L, A, Audu-
bon, Never nave I geen such avid birders
as in L. A, (&nd I am & -founder of the
Dstroit Audubon Soeclety). In fact, last
year I was made an Honorary Life Member -
whish has me feel very much like the
grend dame Indeed!

I retain my membership in L., A, because
ennjoy the Western Tanager - and
gilvea me a feeiing of still be-
to a group of warm-hearted people,

tuc windg blows cold hsre, and the
and awang are obliterated by blizzards,
surl vwp in my big arm chair and liks &
upa Weave the threads of past memories
ebout- mc,"
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Salmon tells of a recent experience
on, Arizona, T heard a bird sing-
3 a+ Tirat thousht it scunded like

a glorifled limmet, Under the trec I saw

& bird ab -1/0 inches leng with a

creat and » tall, in coler gray and red
With much arpearance of a female cardi-
nal, not 1ind it described in
Hoffmann ds oFf tne Pacific States,
Later that it was a Pyrrhuloxia,
That was the thrill of my trip."

A IMVITATION TO ARIZCHA

The Cooper Ornithologlcal Sceciety will
hold its annual meeting in Tueson on
April 22 - 24, A splendid_program is
being prepared and one of the highlights
will be a symposium on warbler migration
in desert areas. At this time of yesar
the bird migration is at 4ts height,
making Tucson a very interesting place
to «wisit, The scilentific sessions are

-open to the public and Audubon members

are especially invited to attend,

OUR LIBRARY
Dr, Loye Miller has sent us "These of the
PForest"”, Mrs. Salmon says she finds the
book delightful, Dr. George Sutton has
said of it, "I wish I could find words
for the way this bock has affected me,
written with the most profound reversncs,
it is & beautiful and profound piece of
writing,"

And will whoever has taken Porter's
Birds of the Bible from our library
please return it, No record was made of
its withdrawal,

DESERT=-ALPINE NATURAL AREA ESTABLISHED

A unique area to be known as the White
Mountain Natural Arca was established on
November 13, 195% by the U.S. Forest
Service to preserve and protect in its
natural state a rare stand of Bristlecone
Pine and associated flora,

The area consists of 2,330 acres of
remant, timberline forest. About two-
thirds of the area is covered with living
and dead pines. A 26-inch tree was de-
termined to be 900 years of age, Ths
largest trees in the area exceed 12 Teet
in diameter. The White Mountain Natural
Area i3 located northeast of Bishop on
the east slope of the White Mountains at
elevations from 9,900 to 11,419 feet.

From the Pacific Coast Newalet““f

We congratulate the San Bernardino
Audubon Society on the decision of the
County Supervisors to permit no grazing
in the Warm Creek Wildlife Refuge. Ve
know that the Soclety is to be credited
with the establishment of the Refuge
and encouraging the visits of Audubon
members and groups of young people, and
others interested in wildlife and
nature, )
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CALMDAR FOR FEBRUARY

Tinraday, February 4: AFTERNOON PROGRAM MEETING s Los Angeles County !«uﬁe_w, Expogi~-

tion Perk at 1:30. Mr, Kenneth Stager will present, "The Bird of tue
Month", Mrs, Alme Stultz, Director of the Audubon Center of Callioreie,
will talk on "ALASKAN VACATIONS". The talk will be illustiraied Ly neior
plctures by Mr, and Mrs, Ray E. Smith., Mrs, Smith will tell of her exusri-
eirce in flying over an erupting volcano in 1953, i

Members and friends are invited to meet for lunch in the I sum c&f g=
teria at 12 and then’ spend the time tlll the meeting in Informal siudy
of mug eumn exhibits,

4

Timrsday, February 1l: MEETING OF THE BOARD at the home of the president, 312
. Vigtoria Aveglue, at 7:30. Members are welcome at these meeiings to sse
how tie work of the society 1s carried om,

Thuraday, Februaly 18: FIELD TRIP, to Cebrillo Beach and the Sloughs along the way.
ng tedp will atart at 8:45 at the end of the strest-car line on Vermont
W 1616 automf)blles will pick up any who need trausportation, Take "¥" sar
to 116th Street. Stops will be made at tie various sloughs along tie way
einding at Cabrillo Beach wiere luncit will be eaten sobout 12, A lour of
the museum will follow lunch. Cars will plan to be back af the car iine
about 3:30.

Thursday, February 25: &TUDY CLASS at Plummer Park at 1C AM, ZFirst hour - Miss
Ruby Curry will show a film, MARSH AND SHORE LIFE, &Second hour - will
be on BIRD STUDY,

Sundey, February 28: FIELD TRIP to Playa del Rey for the study of shore

' birds., Meet at the south end of the lagoon at 9 AM. In the aftsrmoon
those who wish to will caravan to Malibu Creek for furtier birding ing
lunch and friends. Leadser, Dorothy Gronsr.

AUDURQN SCREEN TOURS ) .

Robert C. HOrMES . + « « o « & o o « o o + o ONCE UPCH AN ISLAND.
Seturdny, February 6, Join Burrough High School, 500 So. MsCadden Place, 2
Tuzeday , February 16, Virgil Junior High School, 152 No., Ver"m-t Lvenue, 7

Evavy one interested in nature and the out-of-doors, is weleoms o Taess E
tripe. Admission lg free except Ffor the Screen Tours Lectures for wileh &

may be paid at the door,

AUDUBCH CENTER OF CALIFORNIA )
664 14, Durfee Ave., El Monte Phone -~ Forrest 0—1%12 -
Mrg, 0, M, Stultz, Director Mrs, M, Gertrude Woods, Ass1uy
' Hature Museum open daily 2 - 5, excepb Sundays and Mondoys.

Guided Field Trips second Sunda.y of each month, at 9 A.M. Ted by Pat Gould end -

Rill Hawking,





