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FALCO PEREGRINUS
Enid Michael
) ./% ' In a tower, overlooking the marsh land, lives Peregrinus,

g"’i/‘?l s J(ﬁ,; a handsome falcon, proud and bold, with the speed of a bullet,
/ \ he is monarch of the feathered community that dwells in the
-~ / /ﬁ?‘ .. marshland.

5 Caied” o b \ In the shallovw pools at high tide swim ducks of several
2 /’1}%/ "\ &g species, Baldpate, Shoveller, Pintail, Bluebill, Ruddy, and
; v’" " Green-vinged Teal, The Ruddys take & morning nap. In a

: neighboring pool an American Egret and several Snowys feed
or rest with a Great Blue Heron and some Avocets, Om 2 mud
bank cloge at hand, Herring, Californie and Western Gulls
doze peacefully, with a group of Terng & little to one sgide,
Boneparte's Gulls fly overhesd, Belding and Savannah Sparrous
gaze at one from the grass tops,

Now Peregrinus dashes out to drive away a phir of Marsh Hawks. A little later
he makes & lightning swoop and grabs an Avecet for his noon-day meal,

"Why could he not have taken a coot, but not a beautiful Avocet?" moans a bird
lover,

When death strikes, a flutter endures for a moment, then 1life closes in again,
The marsh commnity is accustomed to these minor tragediss, Peregrinus must carry
on according to his way of life; and what if he seizes & bird novw and then? EKe has
been doing so through the centuries and his activities bave not made a dent in the
multitude of feathered folk that thronged the marshes before the advent of white men,

This feathered community lives in a marsh owned by & gun club, The club protects
the birds; but are apt to go after the Duck Hawk with hue and cry. They feel that
the birdes are theilr property, they would save them all so that in the open season
the slaughter may be greater.

Will the time come when all the marsh lands will be made into bird sanctuaries
by the state? Why not? Surely the bird belongs to all the people and not to a iew
with fat pocketbooks and a lust to kill.
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In the same marsh one day in early spring a group of Boy Scouts stood watching
a2 smll flock of Ruddy Ducks paddling in a stream, From one side there was a ilash
as Peregrinus - the Duck Hawk - swooped over the flock and without checking his
speed grasped a Ruddy and rose with it in his talons to a perch on one of The oil
vell derricks, With a shout the troop of scouts dashed toward the derrick, fright-

ening Peregrinus, who dropped the duck and flew away o~

cheated of his meal. The duck was alive and seemingly T /

not greatly injured. The boys examined him, then put {’ %
him back in the stream, where he swam off to rejoin g

his companiong, - \‘r \;
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PRESTDENT 'S MESSAGE
Bessie Pope

November ~ the month in which, 25 =
nation, we stop and thank God for =11
our blessings.,

We stood, four Audubon fole, one sva-
ning last swmmer among the glant redwoods,
and, Just at twilight listoned to the '
gong of a thrush. Well might he zive
forth his song of praise for no snsny
bombs had destroyed the groves wilclh
vere his home. Nelther had he to fenr:
us, for thanks to societvies such aa curs,
no hunter's gun could still his song
Just for the Jjoy of killing., So tue
thrush continned to alng and we, like
the bird, may well pause and give thanks
to0,

OQur Treasurer, Miss Treva KRusgsell, at
the last meeting of the Executive Board
reported that from two bequests rscelved
last year, one of $250 from the estats
of Mrs., Carrie 4. Seward, the other of
$687.42 from the eatete of Dr. end Mrs,
Surmer E. Verner, two $500 bank certifi-
cates hod been purchased and added to
our endowment fund,

Last yeor our Soclety gave scholarshiips
to the Audubon Camp at Norden to two
young men, Mr, Willlam Goodall, Direcce
tor of the Camp, has written thanking us
for ouwr interest in and support of the
Camp, adding "The entire staff fecls
that your chcice of pearticipants wos ox-
cellent. You may be sure that both Mr,
Bird and Mr. Shroyer will bring o their
teaching many new thoughts and ideas
that they are so busily gathering lLere.
And Mr, Bird vrites that his BG-AC class
has formed a Junior Audubon Club and are
looking forward to a very interesting
semester,

We wisgh to express our sympethy to Mrs,
H. W, Anderson whosge husband died re-
cently., Mr, Anderson was keenly inter-
ested in birds and with his wifc enjoyed
contacts with our Society.

If you went to know when and where to
look for any bird in southern Celifornia
you should have the little bock by Robert
Pyle~ Annototed Field List of the Birds,
35¢ from our Society ot any meeting,
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TMPRESSIONS OF A WATURE EOBBYIST
William L, Lloyd

The ebb and flow of the tide between the
rocks, in and out of the tide-pool, was
1ike the slumbering of some giant; Father
Neptune psrhaps,

The sesweed swayed to and fro, covering
and uncovering a number of tiny fish, like
& mother 1lifting the covers to peek &t her
bebiea, Along the rock several turban
shells crawled; those lovely little sea
snails, One which hitherto had not moved
suddenly scurried to the edge of the rock
and tumbled off to the sand below, 1lit on
its back, righted itself ond hurried off
across the pool, This fast movement re~
vealed the fact that it was not s snail
at all, The creature had legs, and was
really & hermit crab living in a turban
shell, lefi empty when the owner died,

Across the pool a ruch smaller lady crab
vas living in another borrowed shell.When
the little lady saw the larger crab advan-
cing toward her she coyly drew back within
her house, closing the door by filling the
opening with her pinching claws. Behind
this array of armor her bright litile eyes
watched her gentlemen visiter,

Seeing that he intendesd no harm she
relexed whereupon he selzed her hand-like
front clawv and they marched off hand in
hand like lovers the world over,

The Hermit Crab has a soft body unpro-
tected by shell., All other crabs and
lobsters have hard shells, In fact the
hermit 1s in some respects more like the
lobsters than like the crabs, bui there
are narked differences from either,

The hermit's soft body is coversd by &
very thin membrane which if torn is likely
to result in death, so for protection he
lives in an empty shell, The hecd, clavs
snd thorax are heavily armored so that
when in donger he cen i1l the opening to
his house with this array of protecting
armor,

SAN GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

In order to denote more accurately the
character of the program carried on there
vwith more than 10,000 school children com=
ing in bus loads by appointment annually,
and the maintenance of & nature museum and
nature tragils, the name AUDUBON CENTER OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA has now been ndopted.

&

Notes from the New

"Cerdinal Ledy”
Hezel Lewis
During the summsr =zt cur new looniion
neer Five Foints, El Monts, intsresting
birds were segen, From April throuwgn May
many Western Tenagers wers stiracisl to
-
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the fruits of the logust trees,
Bullock's Oriocles snjoyed this fru
mother oriole brought her young to
and there was much chattering as thuy
sipped the swest jJuice, During Awgust

and early September the pleintive ¢nlls

of young Black-headed Grossbeaks were
heard from large sunflowers where seeds
were ripening, =nd from time to fime the
adults were seen, Block-chinned nnd Anna's
Hurmingbirds came fo the fcbaoco itress,
Although the Black-chinned have migroted
and the tobacco trees sre no longer in
flevwer, the Amna's Hummers still prefer
these trees to the syrup feeder close by.
Regular boarders here are Brown Towhees,
House Finches, Mockingbirds, Canlifornia
Jays, Chiness Spotted Doves and BEnglish
Sparrows, A Shrike has been eyeing the
tool house rcoof where daily the Meckers

are fed ralsins, Next docr » Red-shafted
Flicker is busy exterminoting red znis,
Perhops socon, en route tc the Sanciuary,
some Gombel's Sporrews will fiy inte owr
yard =nd, seeing the feeding tray, =lsc
recognize me o5 thelr former landlady.

On August 16th while I was stumbling
around among the debris on our old Durfee
Avenue place, & rather tame White Finch
wes seen, It must have been the same ne
about which observeticns were reported
during the past two years, If I hed gone
inte the little picnic wooda, through the
Jungle of weeds, no doubt the Cnrdinnls
and other bird friends would havs respon-
ded to my cell, How I seldom see any birds
of bygone dnys, or the friends who cane
to see the birds, but I still have pleas-
ant memories of you all.
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ARTZONA-SONORA DESERT MUSEUM
Tprough grants from the Charles Lathrop

Pack Foundation and the American Nature
Agsociotion this museum has been estab-
liphed with William H. Carr as director,
Its purpcse is essentially the same as that
of the Audubon fenter of Southern Celi-
fornia, AnY Audubonite visiting Tucson
will want to visit this museum,
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WHAT'S GONE O IIf THE SOCIETY
Grace H, Phillips, Bistorian

The field trip of September 19 and 20
wes & great success from the viewpoint of
the € perscns who remained at the Thorn
Point Lookont until 3:10 P.M, - 4 Condors
wers seen for a period of 15 minutes,

Two EFeod-tailed Hawks circled in the sky

at the same time giving a fine contrast

in esize of the birds. One immeture and one
meture Condor were close enough for the
fenther ltoxture to be distinguished.

The immature bird flev ao close to the
other that the mature one seemed to reach
up and peck ot the youngster, R. W, Julian
led the trip =2nd reported he will never
forzet the sight of these large birds

by his widow to the Bencroft Library of
the Unilversity together with the manu-
geript notes and Jjournals, At some early
date these were packed up and put awzy

and forgotten and only rediscovered when
on moving to their new building the bundles
were opened,

There is in the current exhibit = deau-
tiful set of large color photographs of
birds by Mr., Don Bleitz. These have been
enlarged from 4 x 5 kodachromes te 5 x 12
or larger and we are sure no more beauti-
ful pictures of birds have ever teen mds,
There are algo series of bird pzintings
by two young artists that excite admira-
tion by their realistic appearance.

On the field trip of October 15 the 26

sonring in the grendeur of their wilderness.members of the Society who met at Playn

The renger told the group he had seen a
bear on the trail the day before, and
showed them the boulder on which = wild-
cat had been sitting that morning.

During the night on Saturday we listened
tc the Intermittent conversaticn of a
pair of horned owls, end pocrwills made
themselves kmown when darkness came and
before the pink dawn shcowed over the hill,

~--Dorothy Groner

At the afterncon meeting of October 1
there were short reports of Vacation
High Lights from Mles Patterson and Mrs,
Nell Lewis, descriding the trip they took
with our preaident and Miss Fife through
the Redwoods to Oregon and Washington,
with lote of birds seen all alonz the way.

Mrs. McCuna told of the outcome of sone
stete and nationel legislation that hed a
bearing on congervation and of the defeat
of the worst of these bllla, ‘

The colorful film "Pover Dehind the
Nation" wes somewhoat different from our
uskal showines but was vell recelved,

Wa &ll enjoyed the treat given us by
Mr, fenneth Stager in & pre-previcw of
the exkibiticn of paintings and coler
photographs of birds,- on sxhidbition pre-
pored because of the pending meeting of
the americen Ornitholopists! Unicon this
month, Tihere are in the exhibit, that
will be copen all month, 75 original paint-
Ings by Andrevw Jnckson Grayscn lcaned by
the University of California, Theass ex-
quiaite palntings of Mexican hirds were
gilven after the denth of Grayson in 1869

del Rey saw some 37 specles of shore and
water birds under the leadership of Miss
Linnean Blind. Eared, PFied-bllled and
Western Grebes were In the cresk, On the
jetty, as always during the late fall and
winter, we saw Black and Ruddy Turnstones
and Surfbirds., A flock of over 500 Willetis
on the bank of Ballona Creek exhibited
their wing pattern as they flew, with
shrill cries, across the ¢reek st the ap~
proach of the party., A Brown Pelican div~
ing in the ocean found a group of hungry
Heerman Gulls walting for him every time
he coame up with a fish, how many vere
gtolen from him we could not tell. On the
beach a flock of small birds was made up
of Snowy ond Semi-palmated Plovers and
wanderlings, giving oppertunity for close
comparison, After lunch at the pienic
tables the list of birds seen wag revieved,
notices given and a few short stories told.

Two New Books of Interest

Those who have enjoyed Sally Carrighar's
Interesting accounts of animals in One Day
on Beetle Rock and One Day at Teton Marsh
have a treat in store in her Icebound Sum-
mer, Many of the birds we see in the mersh
in winter are referred to in their Alaskon
surmer home, along with & variety of north-
ern mammals,

A Guide to Bird Watching West of the
Missiesippl by Olin Sewall Pettinglll, Jr.
will be of great value to all who travel
through the west and are aware of birds.



OBSERVATIOCNS
Ruby Curry

SthE ANUD WATER BIEDS: Lake Los Angeles

i Playz del Rey, Oct. 12 (5.W.B.3.
iut) Grebes, € western, 1 Horned, 2
gi-billed. Over 100 Godwits and mors
thsn 200 Willets, 20 Black-bellied Plov-
grz, 5 tudsonien Curlews, 1 Californi=z
Heron end several Snowy and American
Egreus in marsh; 11 Black-crowned Night
in Bucalyptus trees; 1000 Pintail
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and 25 Ruddy Ducks in Ballona Creek., On

Bla

the Jetty ck and Ruddy Turnstones

and 1 Surfbird and many Lesst Sandpipers.
On the brcad sandy beach 50 Heermann's
Gulls and 2 few Ring-billed, standing
omong them the unusual sight 2 Foeral-
lon Cormorants. A group of over 50 Semi-
ralmated ond Snowy Plovers with a few
Sanderlings.

A large number of Farellon Cormorants,
over 100, coming in late every after-
noon to reost in Cypress trees in Pali-~
gedes Parl, Santo Monica, Oct. 10 to

of

ate. (Ho 8u1ngs)
CORDOLRS: 5 seesn on Thorn Meadow trip,

Sept. 20 (Groner).

QUAIL: A covey of 20 Valley Quall, Eagle
Fock, Oct. 3 to 17 (Curry).

PIGECHNS: 15 Bandtail, Mt. Washingtoen,
Sept. 20 (McCune),

POOEWILL: Celling =t about 6 P.M.
0ct. 3 te 17 (C).

SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS: Veux 3wift, Oct. 12,
Playa del Rey (loffman): Anna's Zummer
feeding on bloasoms of Arbutus unedo,
while Bush-tits fed on insects in ssame
bushk, Oct. 12 (C).
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KINGFISHER: 2 ot Loke Los Angeles, Oct,
12 (Dunn).

WOCIFECKERS: Sept. 20-27, Nuttall's and
Hed-ghafted Flicker, the latter dsvour=~

ing ants, Sherman Osks (E. Anderson)
FLYCATCHER: Vermillion, Mexon Brown Sanc-

tunry, Oct, 12 (Hezel Lewis)
CHICIADEES, TITS: Bailey's Chicked
Waghington, Oct., 4, (McC)
Titmouse cleose to my hend full of pea-
nuts 238 1t rested on a takle, tested the
end of each finger, hopped to the side
and mads o few pecks at my palm then de-
cided to forege the nuts. (C).
ENS, THRUSHES: Sept. 28, Houss Wren &t
E=zgt d1lst St, (K. Hardt); Sept. 20-27,

FiRZAS N ﬂL

Bewick VWren and Hermit Thrush (E.A.)
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BLACKBIRDS:
writes tnﬁ‘
large and
ing grcunds every
dusk., Hmzel Lewls
at Maxon Brown oﬁnﬁtuﬂry, ¢

SPARROWS, TOWHEE: Eagle Hock, 3Se
6 sdult snd I immasturs G“mbﬁlu;
crowned (C); At Playa Del Rey, 0zt. 12,
many Savannah, few Beldings on? 1 Lovge-
billed (5.W.B.S. Club)' Sen Diego Tow-
hee very "“*iV' for p menth in hRill

rogions oi Eogle Roe
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CHEEPS AND CHIRPS
Last Moy ve offered congratulations
Mizs Dorothy Groner on her appoiniment
Deputy clerk in ithe Los anpeles Munlcip
Court, the first womaon to be nrpointed
the position. Agnin Doroihy ig in 1u
nevWs with the znnouncgment of B
ment as Jourt Clerk for Judge Jonn Ad
the first Neiail Jurlsu in the Los Ang
Juriséiction. Ths poper had o good p

ture of Dorothy and ﬁhe Juize
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avid Gray who organized and 41
Ferndale Museun in Griffith Park |
riven o Complimentary Membersildy in ocur
Society. Mr. Gray heos helped in our GLoture
Leaders' Workshor for several ysars and
will be in charge of this now that it has
been taken over by ihe Ci*j Park =2n

creation Department,
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Miss Pope advises that if you want
gacd instructor in the art of pitcling =
tent, see our Executlve Secretary, Beth
Potterson, S¢ efficient did her 1;11D,
Alice Lewis, Kathleen Fife and Bess Fope
become on thelr summer camping trip that
the two tents rose with such rapidity that
even the experienced rangers mzrvelled,
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CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 1953

Thursday, November 5, AFTERNOON PROGRAM MEETING. At the Los Angeles County
Mugsum, Exposition Park at 1:30, Mr, Kenneth Stager will present Ths
Bird of the Month., Mrs, Mary Hood will give a talk on "Experiences of
s Collaborator ~ and What One Is.,"” There will also be the showing of
e color film - The Living Earth,
Members and friends are invited to meet for lunch in the miseum cafe-
teria at 12, and then spend the time till the meeting in informal study
in the museum,

Thursday, November 12, MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. At the home of the presi=
dent, 912 Victoria Ave. Any member of the Soclety is welcome at this
business meeting.

Thursday, November 19, FIELD TRIP, To the Griffith Park Zoo to study native
birds that visit there in numbers as well as some that are in the large
cages, Meet at the Zoo Cafe at 9:30 where a car "ferry service' will
transter the group to the upper end of the zoo canyon., The walk will
then be moatly downhill, Bring lunch, There will be & shori progranm
following lunch at 11:45, Lesder Mrs. Mary Hood, To reach the Zoo
take the Vermont bus to Monroe Street, transfer to the bus marked Field
House or Picnic Grounds, This bus leaves once an hour, at 8:20, 9:20, stc.

Sunday,November 22, FIELD TRIP. To Upper Balboe Bay and sloughs along the coest,
for study of ghore and water birds. Mest at 9 A M, at the first wide
spoet in the road after turning off the Coagt Highway, Look for Audubon
gign. Bring lunch, Leader Dorothy Groner,

Tuesday, November 24, STUDY CLASS. At Plummer Park at 10:00 AM. Note change
of day because of Thanksgiving, First hour a continuation of the sub-
Ject Water and Life, by Mr. W. Scott Lewla, with more of his beautiful
s8lides. Sscond hour, Birds of the City and Foothillg, by Miss Clara
Pflager., Take Pacific Electric, West Hollywood bus to Fuller Avenue,
walk one block west to Park entrance,

AUTUBCN SCREEN TOURS
Murl Deuslng will present OUTLAWS IN NATURE, a study of predators and the struggle
Tor existence,
Tuesdny, Hovember 17. Virgil Junior High School, 152 I, Vermont Ave.at T7:45.
Szturday, Kovember 21, Jolm Burroughs Junior High School, 600 S. McCeadden Place.

» AUDUBON CHEITEE OF CALIFORNIA
6EL W, Durfee Ave,, El Monte Phone: FOrrest 0-1872
Mrs, O, M, Bftultz, Director Mrs, M, Gertrude Woods, Assistant
Nature Museum open daily 2-3, except Sundays and Mondays.

Guided Field Trips second Sunday of each month, starting at 9 A.M. at the entrance
gate, Led by Pat Gould and Bill Hawkins,





