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RESPONSIVENESS OF THE WREN-TIT
Loye Miller -

Those of us who have suffered frustration in the pursuit of the ' 5-’&;’
elucive Wren-tit will do well perhaps to invert the old prophet's / ;!
profound deduction, for the Wren-tit is no mountain, znd 1% is R
extremely hard to "go" to = Wren-tit. You will get better results \,%- ' '
with loss perspiration and disappointment if you con bring tho Yo

Wren-tit to Mehomst. This cccount of my efforts in that N
direction 1s offered for your encoursgsment. 7
I was meking a short visit at Pacific Pzolisades in

mid-Aipril of this year when these notes wers token.
4 stesp west-facing slope of Tomescal Caznyon still
harbors 2 dense thicket of bushy Sumrc that seems idsal
for Wren-tits and California Thrashers. I took stztion

) 1——,‘ h ;;'
P ke 14
at the top of this slops 2t 3:30 p.m., April 13th on a fully i }f /
gxposed wall and walted in silencs for soms time. Not 2 bird 3?1“ ’

gound was heard. ~

After the
Wo piped

I started piping the Wren-tit's call et intervols of eight seconds.
sixth call 2 Wren-tit appeared in = scrubdby Sumzc within four feet of rme.
back =nd forth repectedly zs he hopped obout the bush in full visw.

I loft the spot for soms minutes while I went in search of my grand nizce who his
an interest in birds. When we returned and sat down, 21l wzs silsnt. Two "plpos”
frow me brought the bird back to the same bush whers 1t showed itself fraely on var-
ious exposed brenches, piping repeatedly. The tuil was cocked up 2% quite = wren-
like angle and the whole body, from swelling throat to taoil tip, vibrated with 320k
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note. If I remained silent for o few minutes the bird would retreat down t@ﬁ hill
only to return irmsdiately as I resumed piping. Ws playsd with him for 2 while, then

we ratreated.
" The following day at 4:00 p.m. I took five children and thres other =
scme spot. No bird sound was heard until I hod piped twice. Then 2 Wren-
without = sound in the same bush a2s yesterday but it irmodiately boegon pipl
moved obout the bush in plain view of 21l of us as it piped in responss ivd Tt
tions, If I remeined silent for & minute or two it would drcp bzck into the thisket
below but it would return as it did yesterdzy, whenover I resumed piping. Tha lis-y
teners were entirely exposed to view, standing on a paved drivewsy. The bird sacnod
quite unaware of us.

At toen o'clock the following morning I went alone to the sams spot to czll =y
bird. During ten minutes of silence no bird was hecrd but my first "nips" brovght
instance response from 50 yards down the hill. S
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I piped again and the rosponse wWas
clossr by, After my sixth call, a Wren-tit appsarsd in the sams isolated bush s
before ond performed in the same fashion. I kept silent for & few minutes 10
dropped back down the hill but he come back after my fourth call and wae rops
the whole performance as on the three previous occasions. I came awdy and le

in peacs.
Continuwed on page 2
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Greetings to you, fellow Aundubonites,r
one und 2ll. As we start2 new year there
is waiting for each and every one of us
so much interssting work - or shall T rall
it play!

Do you remember the gorgeous Tanurer,
the emblem of our Soclety thet came dowg
and had lunch with us at our Imstallation
meeting at Chorlton Flats in June? CZowlad
there possibly have boen 2 more bezutiful
cmen for & now your thon that?

Someone has scid "Keep your fesi on
the ground, but keep walking." Good
advice, lsn't 1t? But porhaps it might
be well to add "Keep walking together,™
for it is the "Togstherness" that wckes
for accomplishment.

So, forward march, all in stop, to a
very happy and successful Audubon year.

Bassie M. Popu

This month wo start a column of news
notes cbout our members, we have called
it Cheeps and Chirps (we hopo there will
be no sgqueks)., Do yeu approve of such
a column? Will you suggoest a better noms?
And will you help by sending notss about
yourself or other members?

Our OBSERVATIONS this yoar will be
compiled by Miss Curry. Send what obser-
vations you make, dirds scen or what you

see them doing, to Miss Ruby Curry, 15%

Hill Drive, Ecgle Rock 41, Calif.

Responsivensss in the Wren-tit, -
Continued from first page.

My visit to the crea was ended by my
doporture within the hour for the airport,
I ossume thot the sawme bird wes involvod
in sach casc sinco the behavior patiern
remained the scme. Would he have beocomo
“conditioned" to my imitation Wron-tit
notes? Would he hove come to reaclt mora
guickly - or not at all? No rivel bird
woas discovered by him. Would he havs 28~
sociated cortain imperfoctions in my pip-
ings with the zbsence of & rival and
ultimately become wiser? I wish I know.

Museum of Invertobrats Zoology
Borkeley



~ WE ARE HAPPY T0 WELCOME THE FOLIOWING

NEW MEMBERS

Mrs, Alex Blumsttill

1777 Nichols Canyon Rd., L.A. 46
Dr. Robert Eogus,

2730 Fruitdale 8t., L.A, 39
Mrs. Leolsz Coson

11040 Simws Ave., Inglewcod 2
Mrs., Vernz H. Collins,

730 Bontisgo Ave., Long Beuch b
Mr. Frzneis X. Curtis,

7545 Hompton Ave., L.A. 46
Mr. Fred Dsboar,

925 W. 9th St., San Pedro
Mrs. R, A, Dodeon,

3515 Downing Ave., Glendzle 8
Mrg. Puul D, Dodds,

749 Longwood Ave., L.&. 5
Mies Nellio ©. Edginton,

2711 W, lhth 8t., L.A. ©
Misg Myrtle A. Evans,

747 S. New Humpshire Ave., L.A4. 5

Mrs. Mlldred G. Bwing,

17515 Chasa St,, Northridge

8 Castellu M. Fisher,

339 N. Rumpart Blvd., L.A. 26
Mr. T. J. Fleuing,

1549 Brozdvicw Dr., Glendzle 8
Mr, George A. Gorham

3107 Arbor Vitae St., Inglowood b4
Miss Dessic Adele Green

746 S. New Hompshire Ave., L.A, 5
Miss Hilda Jo Grobstein,

2055 Greenfisld Ave., L.A. 25
Mrs. Ednz D. Hzrtmon,

9620 Sunlund Blvd., Sunland
Mr. Jzmes W, Huftmon
Mr. Jumss W. Huffman, Jr.,

2912 Mephotton Ave., Monhattun Rea
Dr. B, J. Jooraenson,

632 N. Brund Vivd., Glendals 5
Miss Ruth A, Johnson,

10917 S. Figusroz, L.i, ol
Miss Doris C. Kaerber,

4332 Maricts Ave., North Hollywood

Mise Nen Killgors,

345 Euclid St., Sarge Monicsz
Mr. Ken H, Lenhard,

3232 Ozkhurst Ave., L.A. 3k
Mrs. Philip E. Lewils,

1521-3/k Viasts, hollywood 46
dr. I, A, L;“h'th.:pd,

3744 Orenge ivs., Long Beach 7
Mr, Wolter W. Lindsey,

2145 Brondon 2t., L.a. 25
Dr. Williem L. Lloy

39ul Manlo Ave, .é. 37
Mr. Jesghn mcC:u@hoy,
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Misc Merjory lse Pazrscn

692¢ "A" Malzror St,, Funtington Perk
Mrs. Id= D Perry

10376 Olsthz Lunms, L.i. 24

Mrs. Appz Pssonen,

2226-1/2 Azron 5%., L.a, 245
Mrs. Axel Resd,

501 8. Rampart Bivd.,
Mrs. Minnie J., Rex

2321 8. Remport Blvd., L.4, 57
Miss Carol J. Tgylor,

2356 Glendon Ave., L.4. 6k
Mr. Robert B. Trumen,

749 Cyvress Ave., Posuzdenc
Mr. Otis Wade,

1806 Redosdzle ave., L.a. 25
Miss Marjory Washburn,

15654 Royon St., Sepulveds
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THE BIRD IN THE IONDOR THEE
Gosffrey Dezrmsr

He hod no perch in the Abbsy Chuwrch
Nor cloim thersin o be

A wron cowld have clzimed to o farthing
But two-for-a.ferthing he; famed,

And zltogother, very uwll.weather,
Sparrow in 2 London trev.

He saw the spprocch of the golden conch
(4 gzllson huge in the haze),

From 2 set of choering he saw zppesring
The prids of the Royzl Gruys:

4 thrillsd to the wrrow London Sparrow
Little and lcst in the daze.

Drably feathsred cnd very wll-wanthorsd
And feoling faintly fo ricrn;
The smnll bird Trown saw thoe hoovy orown
(So hoavy, so lightly worr):
And hs stwr,d ot ths Quaen ond ho snld
", Cnoor 1

4ind he cockad = cockmay syo =t aor,
For he wes London bern.

The sperrcow he looksd ot = quacn that doy
An a cat may leok at & kKing;

ind wko can suy that the Queen on her woy
Didn't hsar him twittsr arnd sing

Lnd throw the crumb of v gluncs 2t him?

And who can bs sure that the 'q_L‘. &

"o rot forget =s you sing, o Proy, (a*y

o pray, littls friend for me.

[T

™his vorse wes gont by Miss Christino
Hughes snd Mizs agnos Hickson, formyr
mombars of our Secisty mow living in

Ral Ll



OUR SOCIETY IAST YEAR

The annusl report of officers and com-
mittee chzirmen are briefly summorized to
show whnt wos sccomplished last year,

Ovr Registrar of Msmbers, Mrs. Tracy H.

Fulton, reports that at the end of the ysor

cur aembership wes 015, = goin of only one
during thz year in spite of our receiving
84 new members.
Msmbers, 29 cre Sustaining Mombers Jointly
with the Noticnal Auvdubon, 2 are Potrons,
and wa huve 7 Honorary Msmbers.

With very deep regrat we list the fol-
lowing 9 members who were lost through
death:

Wood Hinmon, Miss Alice MacQuarrie, Mrs.

Elizabeth C. Owen, Miss Ellzebeth Schneller,

Mr. Eqward Veughn, and Miss Jennic Win.
chester.

The Trecsurer, Miss Treva Russell, re-
porited that the net income of the Socigty
was $2804.95; the totzl expenses $2129.35.
The chief items of income werce membership
ducs, $996.4k4; profit from Screen Tours

$398.03; profit from szle of audubon meter.
ial $52.51; intorcst on bonds, $162.50, =nd

bequests, $1137.42., OF oxpenditures the
cost of the Tonager was, as wsuzl, the
lergsst item, $664.49, Bquipment, = moving
picture projector and « slide projector,
$674.63, this, of course, on unusuul ox-
penzz.  $310.00 wzs spent for scholzrships,
$155,00 wee the cost of our Yearbook; and
thare wes o score of losser sxpensos. It
will be noted that excopt for the bequests
reccived the Society would have spont more
than it received.

The Exccutive Sccretory, Miss Both
Pattorson, wrotc lettors for the Socicty
to sinte znd national legislators regurd-

ing mocsures important to the couse of cone

servotion. She purchosed for the Soclsty
by cuthority of ths Exscutive Board an
ampro Sound Projector for moving picturss
znd o projector for 35mm still pilcturcs
sultsble for uge in o large suditorium,

The Historicn, Mrs. Grace Phillips,
besides sending reports of mesetings and

to the cdéitor for the Tonager, also

soted clippings for our largs scrap.
k. ZRoporting on the zfternoon rrograms,
Mrz. Phillips saya thot the average atten-
dancs b the eight msotinms woe 47,

Miss Pope reporis thaet the wverogo otb-
tendincs nt thy 8 Thursdey fisld trips
wvas 35, The luegt trip of the scason was

Of tho memwbers 35 are Life

Mr, Albert E. Colburn, Migs M. Mar-
garet Elmer, Mrs. Mory K. Boymond, Mrs.Mary

the annunl Charlton Flats trip in June
when in addition to bird walks znd an
1llustrated talk on local wild flowers,
we had the installation of officers for
the coming year. The instellation cers-
monles were in charge of Mrs., Alico
Lewie., Fromed picturss of notive birdsz
were presented to szch new officer with
remarks as to its appropristeness for
the offico in guestion.

The seven Sundzy trips wors well at.
tended, the largost attendance buing
2t tha over-nlght trip to the Sulton
San erea the end of June with soms 75
pressnt, Miss Dorothy Groner suys thot
outatanding obsorvations on the trips
include the Variled Thrush, Cclliops Hum-
mingbirvd, Elegant Tern, Veormillion ¥ly.
catcher, and Yellow-hondsed Blackbird.
The lorge concentrotion of geoss, ducks
and shore birds ut the Salton Sso wne
of great intorest.

The Stuvdy Classes ot Plummsy Pork
were woll attended, The spscial feo-
ture of =ach two hour session wus the
series of fine neture plctures with
descriptions and talks on conservation
by W. Scott Lewis,

Our Curator, Miss Clara Pflager, tells
us that our cquipmont, the specimens and
books in Plummer Park have becon insurcd;
that during the year we have receivod
28 giftes 2 small slilde projector, o muan-
bor of bird skins, = meuntsd bald eapgls,
some beautifully mownted tirda’ eges and
other things. Sheo, with tho Chalrmnn
of the House Committgc, Mrs, Snlmon and
tho help of Mrs, Muy Woit huve plannad
end acted as hostesses at the tens I
Audubon House in honor of our Scresn
Tour lacturcrs aftor cach Soturday =f-
ternoon lecture.

The Librarian, Mrs. Mery B, Szlmon,
reports 2C6 books in our library on birds
and other nature subjocts in addition 1o
many pemphlots and mgazines. A list of
thess is now being proparod to appoar &3
a supplement to the Octobur Tonager.

Reporting on the Screen Tours, Miss
Pope tells us thersc were 729 odult and
142 junior members of the Scrsen Tours
Club, in addition there were 262 ndult
and 142 Jjunior guests at tho Touwrs. Tor
the sezson the club hed o profit, after
sharing with the Nationzl Audubon Soci-
sty of $398.03.

¥ ¥ ¥ X X X ¥



The Soclety Last Year -~ Gontinued

&n important part of our educational work

was the granting of one full and two half
scholarships to the Audubon Nature Camp at
Norden - one a gift from Mras, David Wat-
¥ins - and one to the Idyllwild School of
fonservation and Natural Science, Mrs.
Salmon and Dr. Lloyd at Plummer Park,
Stultz and Mrs. Woods at the Sanctuary,
Mrs, McCune, Mrs., Bush, Mr. Hastings and
others have given instruction to youth
groups and given merit badge tests in
nature subjects.

The Nature Study Workshop was again very
successful in training leaders for young
peopls' 8 groups and summer camps, Since
its inception this Workshop has been
planned and directed by Mra, Mary Hood,
though other members of the Society have
helped,

Mrs. Ruth McCune, Chairman of the Con-
gervation and Public Relatlons Committee
has kept the Soclety informed regarding
legislation affecting conservation, has
written many letters to legislators, and
prepared letters for others to send. She
reports that the year has in general been
favorable to the cause of conservation,

‘A TRTP TO LOOK FOR CONDORS

Miss Dorothy Groner has planned a trip
for Sseptember 19 and 20 to Thorn Meadows
camp greund, Mt. Pinos District, Los
Padres National Forest,

Take Ridge Route (99), turn left about
3 miles beyond Gorman, past Frazisr Park
sbout 23 miles, then turn left & miles
to end of spur road to Thorn Meadows.

If you intend to hike the 3 1/2 (onse
vay) on Sunday to see Condors (we hope),
wear sun hat and bring canteen. There is
vater at the camp grounds.

Watch the signs to Piru Creek or Thorm
Meadows,

Mr, Leslie Mee reports that on May 13th
and 14th a pair of Western Tanagers came
to his yord in Long Beach and fed on half
rips boysenberries, At the samc time some
Russet~backed Thrushes werc feasting on
the berries. The blrds ignored sust, bird
geed, crumbs, and peanut butter on the
feeding table. It was the first time
eithaer of these blrds had becn seen in
the yard, Both male and female tanagers
came freguently, but never together.

Mrs,

WORDS OF APPRECIATION
For the past tvwc years we heve been
fortunate on haeving for Presidsnt Mrs,
Maybelle DeMay. Our thsnks to her Ior
her work and our wish for 21l gosd
things for her in the ysors s
are confident that her intsresi
Society ard all it stands for wil:
tinue unabated.
Kow we welcome Misg Bossie Fo
i
3

Lo
after two yesrs as Vice Presi
over the Presidency end promise he
loyalty and support.

We also exprese eppreciation io Miss
Else Schwartz for her efficisnt
Recording Secretary for the past iwo
yeers and our regret that she is
to continue ithe work., But wo ars v
glad to have Mrs, Bess Hofimon i I
the work; we nave miesed hsr from the
Executive Board, And we welcome Mr
Hiram Beebe, who has been on the Board
as a commitiee chairman, =s our Sscond
Vice President,

IMPRESSIONS OF A WATURE HOBBYIST
W1lllam L. Lloyd

A nature student zoon finds thatl thers
is notining new "under the sun". Every-
thing that men has discovercd or inven-
ted has alrcady Leen ussd, in principle,
in Naturc, &n intere ti.g gxample of
coguctry was observed the other day in
Exposition Park,

A poir of Chinesc bnottu& Dove
lighted on the lawn back of ths
The male prosoedcd to atiract th
tion of the littls lady. He
in front of her a few steps
and moke o Jorky 1ittlc !
the right and bow 35313. This was ré-
Peutuu as the lady wotched i i
turncd and woalked uw:y'as thou:ﬁ not
intersstod, wnereupon he fell in behind
ond followed, Sesing this she meved in
a circle and ne followed. Arcund and
around they went, till he apparontly
in disgust, merched off and leit he
This wes not wihat the ledy desired, b3~
cousc after wotching him for ¢ moment
she ran after him, plecing ﬁtruﬁlf Lo~
fore him ggain and agoin, He wos cdoment
however and would pay no tmn‘tlm.
After o few minutes they both Ilsw awsy.

The moral here iz plain - “oqurtry oen
be overdonc. A ain cmount is :
ing and o great or in attracting
the mole but it must be used wita
erction.
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CHEEPS AND CHIRPS - A BIT OF GO3SIP

O0f the seventeen past prssidsnts oi the
Soclety only eight are now living.

Mrs. Leonmard Hall, President from 1926 to
1830 lives in Santa Monica, She and Mr.
Hall spent o number of week-ends at Snow
Crezt thiz summsr, alzo had z trip to San
Francicss. 8till interested in birds Put
sy intcerosts and dutles have kept her
avway Irom our moetings recently.
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Mrs, Mury Barnes Salmon -1934 - 1936,
soms time this summer in Forest Home and
elaswiers in the Sen Gabriel Mountains.

She is preparing o cataloguc of our Audu~
bon House library for the October Tenager.

Misa Charlotte Homilton, 1936-1937, hasg
been unable to get away from home for the
past throe years as she has to care for
her invelid mother. Oriolecs and Grossbeeks
nested about her home in North Hollywood.
8he soys she works Neturc Study inte the
lessons she teocches her two pdult Bible
classes,

Mrs. Alma Stultz, 1937-1939, had o wondore
ful trip this summer to Aloska, Mr, Stultz
says tiuecy looked insidc Alaskn oo thoy
flew over on active voleano. Hundreds of
Murrcs, Albetross, Puifing, Fulmors,
Petrels, Kittiwaskos, and many others;

some of thiem "Lifc Birds"!

Erne Comby, 1942-1947, while atill a
member of cur Soclety 1s this yoor Presi-
gnt o the Whittier Audubon Scocioty. She
and Mr, Ccmby found a Black-throoated
Green ‘21b1ur in their Whitiicr grounda
this opring. They had o grand trip to
Glacicr Prrk, but more nbout that later,

Mra, Mory V. Heod, 1947-1949, 2o usual
hes besn in Yoscmite Park ond conducted o
Hature School in connoction with thc
Rangor Scihcol thore., She and Mr, Iood of
course found time for picturc taking.

-1951, had 2 trip
ag Orcpgon with our

r aconcry, birdg, and
> tarilled them all, Sﬁu saya "We
ve in tals world when we taoke
tims ©o wnjoy itz beouty"

spent

ral othor Audubonitcs,

OLSERVATIONS

SHORE AND WATER BIRDS: Least Tern, 1 nesk
June 6, 3 nests, June 13 on a gmnll
area of clear sand in the marsi norin
of Ballona Creek, Hastings; 500 noste
ing south of the creck, July 4, Hoff-
man and Dunn. Wilson's Phalarope, 27,
Del Rey, Aug. 12, Pflager; Worituern,
7, Del Rey, Aug. 24, Hastings.

QUAIL, PIGEON: 10 Valley arnd 12 Mountain
Quail on Angeles Crest Highway, ifug.
16, Groner; 20 Valley, including 4
young, Eagle Rock, Aug. 7, Curry.
Band-tailsd Plgeons, Baglec Kock, Aug.
T=9.

HUMMINGBIRDS: Rufous, Buckhorn Flets,
Aug. 16, Amna's and Black-Chinned,
Eagle Rock, July 29 through Aug. 24,
feeding chicfly on Abelia; Plumbago,
end Grevillia flowsrs; Allens, at
San Fernando Veterans' Hospitol, Aug.
12, H.

WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS: Willimmeon
Sapsucker, Buckhomrm, Aug. 10, Walts-
hoedoed Woodpecker, Red-breasted Sa;
sucker, Buckhorn, Aug, 16, Wood Pew
youny, Fern Dell, Aug. 20. Dumn,

OTHER DIRDS Bailoy's Chickades, Roed-
broasted Muthatch, Buckhorn, ifug. 10,
C.; flocks of Dinck-carcd (Pizmy) Nut-
hatches, Sierra Crocpsr, Buckiorn,
fug. 16, G. San Diepo Titmouse daily,
Coast Bushtits et intorvels to clean
insccts from shrubs ond trcoes, Poioid
Wren Tites vory active and vocal daily
thru' sumust, Bagle Rock, C. Czlifor-

o Thrashor, young birds of tic
year practicing song, daily, Bagls
Rock,

Robins reported summering Irom Vine

to Highland, ot Los Feliz and on Vers
mont, Loa fAngsles, Son Raigel dills,
Forcst Lawn.

Bullock's Oricle, Basglc RocL, mg. 6
Diack-nondod Grousbeaks coming tc fecd-
inz tray and singing through Jund,
young crying, Auc. 15 to 24, C.
Western Tancger, malc, nonr Plummor

Pork, Lug. 15, Sclmon; o pair nsstsd
in grounds on LaCancda Blvm, roperiod
by the owner, Mrg, Littlc. Ruby Curry

Mrs. Maybolle DoMay, 1351-53, with her

3 children drove os for as Vonoouvor. -
fow weeks at-Poradise Ranch seomsd really
Parodise for the childron. Mr., DeMoy
went by 2ir to join the fomily and ro-
turn with them, Vigits to Grand Coulce,
Crator lake, the Oregon Caves & oilasrs|





