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DOVES ARE GAME 3BIRDS

Probably the bird most often seen in every state as one crosses the country
ig the Mourningz Dove. The several regional subspecies are so mush alile thet one
would not recognize any differences, Gentle and confiding in netures, the fit en-
blem of peace, it is hard for bird lovers to think of them as pzme birds, ¥With e
live weight of scarcsly half a pound their velue for food is siisht, wiils it 4z
hard to think of shootinga bird that likes to sit guictly in 2n exposed situntion
as sport or requiring any skill, Yet in more than helf the states they arc con-
gldered rame birds, with open seazsons, usually in the fall except in soms of tha
gouthern states where they spend the winter and can be hunted in Jenusry and Fcehrue
ary. An article in the October number of California Fish and Game states that the
Dove is the most widely distributed upland pame bird in the stats, and the more then
2,000,000 killed annually by munters in the state meke 1t the leading upland pame
bird in terms of numbers killed,

From the article, Life History and Productivity of a Population of Mournin;
Doves in California, most of the followins account is taken, Doves fesd almost en-
tirely on veed and waste grain sceds, feeding chiefly in cearly mornings and late af-
‘ternoons. Water is usually teken after feeding, As most of us know the dove is
one of the very few birds thot drinks with the head down, rot reising it to lst

‘water run down the throat, The doves studied nested in trees at an average heisht
of about eleven feet, the highest nest found was thirty Teet from the ground. Iui
in some areas doves nest on the ground, even when tress ars near. The nesis are
cerelessly made platforms of iwirs end grass, A gtory rcmembered from childhood
is of the birds being assembled for a lesson on nest building, The instructor ox-
plained that a platform of twigs should be placed in & crotch in 2 trce as o
foundation, Whereupon the dove flew off thinking it knev exactly how to make a
nest, not waiting for the rest of the lesson. And doves have never since jone te-
yound this part of a nest, The maleg pather the moterials, twigs, weed stalks gnd
plant fibers and bring them to the females who arrenpe them in the nests, Usually
a pair of egge sre 121d at a time and three or even four btroods may be reised in =2
year, The egrs hatch in about fourteen and = half days, after which the youns ares
brooded for from eleven to fourteen days. The badby dove wiaen hatched 1s naked and
blind and weighs about 7 prems. Twelve days later, feathered and ready to fly it
welghs shout 70 crems, over half as much as the adults. The young are fed on
"Pigeon Milk", a secretion from glands in the crop, In feeding the young bird in-
gerts its bill in that of the parent which pumps up the food with 2 bowing motion,
The berinning of the breeding season, in late February or early March is marked by

,thé-cooin@ of the males, This mournful note from which the¢ bird pets its neme is
really'a love song. At this time the male frequently flies up in Fhe gir a siort
disbance, then with wings extended and tail spreed glides down to its porch. ~

Over ten percent of the young hatched werc still in the gests wnenntie mnting
season opened on the first of September - the open season lasting 2ll of Septamber -
50 that scme young birds must perish in the nests when the parent arc killed.
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THE WESTERH- PANAGER WHO WILL BE OUR OFFICERS FOR
Publishad monthly, Sept.-May, by the 1953-19547
Los Anszeles Aundubon Society Inc. If you are interessted in this vital
$1.00 {Lr year, free to all members. matter you should send recommendations:
Geon. T, Hastings, Editor, 517 Euclid St. for some or all of the pogitions to the
Santa Monica. Phone Ebrook 5-11%7 nominating committee. The complete list
Leoti Fisher,.........Associate Ec¢itor of present officers is given in the ad-
: joining columm, Your recormendationsg
1,03 ANGELES AUDUBON SOCIETY, INC, will receive careful consideration and -
To promote the study and protection of will help the committee. The nominating
birds and other wildlife, plants, soil committes is as follows: )
and- water, - . Mrs, Mary V. Hood, 138 S. Wilton, L.A, 4,
MEMDERSHIP Mr. R.W, Julian, 608 Poinsettia P1.,L.A,36
Joint with tna Tational Audubon Sociely Mrs, Ehzaba‘ch Fulton, 3603 Tacoma Ave,,
Regular 85,00, Sustaining $10,00. L. 4 6:;

Active ¢25.00 A1l include sub~-

gceription to Audubon Magazins PELAGIC DIRDS

Local membership $2.00, Student $l 00 On March 15 thers will be an ocean
Life ¢;2«- .00, Patron $100.00 trip to see offshore birds. The trip will
, ‘ OFFICERS.....1952-1953 gtart from Point Hueneme at 8 A M, The
President. .., . . Mrs, Maybelle DeMay capacity of the boat limits those who can
Vicespresident . , . . Miss Bessie Pope o to 34, so reservations should be made
Exec, Sec'y . Mias Blizabeth Patterson soon., The final day on which reserva-
Rec. Sec'y, ., . . . Miss Elsa Schwartz tions will be taken is March 6. Make
Treasurer , . . . . Miss Treva Russell reservations with Mrg, Maybelle DeMay.
Registrar . . . , MI‘S‘. Trach H. Fulton NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS
Curator . . . . . . Miss Clara Pflaper "Did you make any? Have you kept them?
Historien . . . Mrs. Grace H. Phﬂlips The breaking of New Year's resolutions is

a stock joke every year, yet there is a
value in them and it is never too late
for good resolutions, Here are some
(slightly modified) that were recommended
to the Birmingham (Alabama) Audubon Soci-
gty in its attractive monthly, "Flicker
Flaghes"; -- A
. - 1, To keep a Year's List of birds seen.
Mrs, Fredsrick Elunt, )
2. To read at least one good nature book
7 728 Terrace Dr., Longz Beach 7 i
Mrs. Evelyn M. Dornsn this year, and to draw ot least one
2270 oto ot ;ﬂn Dieso 7 guch book from our library.

e & To improve the Tanager by a contribu-

tion & by suggestions to the editor,

Mrs . Irmapmarde Edminston,
1819 Cerro Gord A

? ordo, L. A. 26 . To keep written records of birds and

flowers.

CALIFORNTIA OFFICE, WATIONAL AUDURON
693 Sutter St., San Francisco
Veughn McCaughey, ,Pacific Representative
Sandy Sprunt,.,.Assistant Reprssentative

WF WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMDERS

g \u

Mr, Leslie Mee
1281 West 33 St., Long Deach 10

Mrs. Florence E. Wilcox 5, To think and ?alk Congervation, ]
2921 Francis Ave., L. A. 5 | 6. To seek and find beauty in everything.
Miss Julie Wilson : - AUDUBON CAMP AT SUGAR BOWL LODGE
244 10th st,, Santa Monice - It's a long time till summer, but not
. : ~ too early to make plans, and a two weeks
: THE STATE CONVERTION spent at the Camp would be an experience
Asilomar, March 28-%1, Sanpdy Sprunt. . of inestimable value to all lovers of
chajirman. Carl Buchheister, Vice- : nature, espscially to those who will
President of the National A:dubon So- - spread a knowledge and appreciation of
clety will be one of the speaksrs. nature and conservation, The first ses-
There will te panel discugsions of suh- - sion of the camp will be from June 17 to
Jects of interest, demonstrations of 30, and other sessions will continue

aids in teaching nature and conerve.twn, through July and Augnst,
and a variety of field trips. v
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WHAT'S GONE ON IN THE SOCIETY
Grace H. Phillips

it the Afternoon Program Meeting on
January 6 at the Museum only 30 members
were present on account of the rain,
The subject of the program, vwas appro-
priately, liguid. Mrs. Ruth McCune, our
Conservation Chairman, gave a fine re-
view of conservation as a whole, since
the time when the need of it was first
recognized, illustrating with many facts,
theories and varying points of view,
Her account tied in wonderfully well with
the film, THE RIVER, and its demonsira-
tion of the annual snovw and rain fall
that we not only do not conserve, but
allow to wash away the preclous top
goil that takes so long to build., The
terrible destruction wrought by flooded
riverg was the culmination of run off on
thousands of hillsides,

The Field Trip to Temescal Canyon on
January 15 was led by Mrs, May Wait who
kindly took the task as the scheduled
leader, Mr, Hagtings, was ill, Seven-
teen members vere present and enjoyed
the trip though the strong wind in the
canyon kept the birds hiding. The
group then drove to Playa del Rey where
more birds were found, In all 4l spe-
cies were listed.

AN TNVENTORY OF BLACK BRANT

In the January number of California
"Fish and Qame" is given the result of
an inventory taken last winter, This
bird breeds on the Arctic and Bering
coasts of North America and in north-
eagt Siberia., In winter a few go south
along the coast of Asia, a very fevw
elongz the Atlantic coast, but the vast
majority along the west coast of Hortih
America, More were found on the coast
of Paja California than anywhere else,
The inventory gives 17M,7QO Black Brant,
about 44,000 of them in California,
Hunters are estimated to kill 16,000 a
year in California, a number that was
not considered excessive.

Last year there wes & sudden increase
in the damage done by these birds to
<rops, pasture and grain in the north,
truck crops near Moro RBay, This may
have been due to a decrease in the favor-
ite food -- eelgrass."

This is en ags of apecizli Msn
devote a life time to vary s 3
of research which {111 thsir i
tal horizon, so th=t thsy ar ba
of forgetting that sach Tiel 23
small part of the whols, 4s
on they z 1
ghout las
wonder if f-
ing up by know
thing.

Specialization is necessary in scisnco,
All discoveries in science and the prac-
tical application of them are nnds by

- n .

specialists, nrl they add immomzuredbly
to our pregent nntionsl econor

health, comfort =nd enjoyment, Thsy sre
pushing out into the unknown i a
rection and are constantly widening cur
field of kunowledzge, Dut they somsiimes
become so centered in thelr own work
that they find themselves fetitered by =
lack of Imowledzs of whot others oy Cc-
ing, They are aprt to become menially
lopaidsd unless tney are carciul.
Most of us are not research worksr
ghall go ithrough 1ife without pubhl
a 51nglu tec»qau,l payer,; or adling 1o

the funé cof kmowledze of details of struc-
ture or chemical reactions of livins
things. We study nature Jor ths fun of

it, so why limit our fun dy concenitrat-
ing on too small = field?

We know rockhounds who have noc inter-
est in any field of nature except “ockg,
and no interest in them unless thsy loo
cutable when licke d.*

We know bird students whoss only in
est i3 in 2d4dinz 2 new species to ths
life list,

We have been out wiih boianists who
¥new nothins aboutl the in a3
ly associzted with th

In such zage zecl
gtudents off froma 1
knowledoe of other things

Becanse we ars inte*estcd in crystals
we forget thet flowers are more remnri-

able and beuut11ul Intsrest in the
flowers dossn't mean that we should no

3

sre 4

hear the sons of birds. Let's get al
the fun out of living thet we can in o
good way,

#(4 cutable rock is one that s
color when cut and polisned, meoils
it will indicetc whether 1t will
good coler).
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT OF DECEMBER 28, 1952

This, the 15th count for the Tos Angeles area, was part of the nation wide count
conducted by the National Audubon Society for the past 5% ysars. In spite of

rein and wind in the morning the count was very successful with a greater number
of birds, 63,399, than in any previous year, while the number of gpecies, 151 with
2 additional subspecics, was the seme as last year., The area covered was the same
as in 1937 and subsequent years, a circle with a 13 mile radius, extending from
Griffith Perk and Horth Hollywood south to Inglewood and Exposition Park, and west
10 the cceen at Venice and Santa Monica, EM% of the arca was in the city streets
and yards, 14% in cemetaries and parks, 33% in chaparral and wooded areag, 9% in
msrshes, lalkes and ressrvoirs, 5% along the ocean, and others 5%. 9% observers in
41 parties and 23 others watching about their homes took part. The number of milesn
covered by the perties was approximately 649, - 159 afoot, LU90 by car. The complete
list of speciss and numbers seen follows:

Cormon Loon, 1; Red-throated Loon, 2; Horned Grebe, 8; Bared Grebe, 24; Western
Grehe, 314; Pied-billed Grebe, 37; California Brown Pelican, 97; Farallon Cor-
morant, 37; Brandt's Cormorant, 4; Baird's Cormorant, 3; unidentified Cormormants,
2; Treganza's Heron, 10; American Egret, 21; Brewster's Snawy Egret, 31; Anthony's
Green Heron, 3; Black-crowned Night Heron, 68; 3Bittern, 3; Mallard, Lo, Pinteil,
20,429; Green-winged Teal, 201; Baldpate, 149; Shoveler, 501; Redhead, 4; Ring-
necked Duck, 20; Canvas-back, 82; Legser Scaup, U454; Surf Scoter, 389; Ruddy Duck,
68; Red-breasted Merganser, 89; Turkey Vulture, 19; White-tailed Kite, 1; Sherp-
shinned Hawk, 11; Cooper's Hawk, 13; Red-tailed Hawk, 31; Red-bellied Hawk, 1;
Marsa Hawk, 7; Osprey, 1 (a resident at Silver Leke for a month past); Pigcon Hawk,
2; 3parrow Hawk, 130; Unidentified Havks, 6; Valley Quail, 365; Light-footed
Rail, 1; American Coot, 2021; Snowy Plover, 11; Semi-palmated Plover, 2; Kill-
deer, 121; Black-bellied Plover, 5%; Surf-bird, 34; Ruddy Turnstone, 5; Black
Turnetonc, 47; Wilson's Snipe, 2; Long-billed Curlew, 2; Hudsonian Curlew, 17;
Spotted Sendpiper, 16; Western Willet, 1444; Grsater Yellow-legs, 4; Least Sand-
piper, 315; Red-backed Sandpiper, 6; Long-billed Dowitcher, 147; Western Sand-
piper, 50: Marbled Godwit, 134; Sanderling, 148; Avocet, 78; Unidentified Sand-
pivers, 4; Glaucous-winged Gull, 88; Western Gull, 287; Herring Gull, 12; Califor-
nia Gull, 1820; Ring-billed Gall, 913%; chort-billed Gull, 1%; ZERonaparte's Gull,
698; Hesrmann's Gull, 273; VUnidentified Gulls, 286; Forester's Tern, 3; Caspian
Tern, 1; Band-tailed Pigeon, 12; Chinese Spotted Dove, 271; Mourning Dove, 1127;
Ringed Turtle Dove, 214; Unidentified doves, 37; Read-Runner, 1; Darn Owl, 5;
Pasadenn Screech Owl, 3; Pecific Horned Owl, 6; Short-ecared Owl, U; Nighthawk, 5
(probatly Booming, ell seen together foraging in late afternoon, all field marks were
noted, but lignt was too poor to determine species); White-throated Swift, 179;
Bleck-chimmed Hummingbird, 1; Anna's Hummingbird, 303; Western Belted Kingfisher 5;
Red-shafted Flicker, 144; California Woodpecker, 5; Yellow-bellied sapsucker, 5

(1 Red-maped, U Red-breasted); Willow Woodpecker, 1; HNuttall's Woodpecker, 13;
Cassin's Kingbird, 6 (found by 3 parties); Ash-throated Flycatcher, 2; Dlack-
Phoebs, 2L7; 3ay's Phosbe, 20; Hormed Lark, 47; California Jay, 686; Cfow, 6;
Briley's Chickadee, 3; San Diego Titmouse, 93; Bush-Tit, 1125; Wren-Tit, 424;
House Wren 27; San Diepo Wren, 36; Cactus Wren, 4; Tule Wren, 1; Canyon Wren, 3;
Rock Wren, 2; Unidentified Wrens, 7; Mockingbird, 626; Cslifornia Thrasher, 206;
Western Robin, 1726; Alaska Hermit Thrush, 36; Western Bluebird, 54; Western
Gnatecatcher, 15; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 13; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, H}; American
Fipit, 127; Cedar Waxwing, 231; California Shrike, 75; Hutton's Vireo, 13%; Lute=
scent Warkler, 6; Calaveras Werbler, 1 (observed closely and at leisure, zll field
marks noted); Audubon's Varbler, 27%2%; Tule Yellow- throat, 53 Golden Pileolated
Warbler, 2; English Sparrow, 1887; Meadowlark, 492;

continued on page 28



Christmas Bird Count. - continued

San Diegpo Red-Wing, 181; Tricolored
Redwing, 3P; Brevwer's Blackbird, 3266;
Dwari Cowbird, 56; Black-headed Gros-
beak, 2 {a pair wintering at the zoo,
zitracted to the spot where discarded
food end refuse from the aviaries is
dumped ); Californis Purple Finch, 20;
Casain's Purple Finch, 7; Common Eouse
Finch, 7789; Northern Pine Siskin, 1;
Willow Goldfinch, 261; Green-backed
Golafinch, 144; Lewrence's Goldfinch,
23; Unidentified Goldfinches, 8; Sen
Diego Towhee, 80; California Tovhee,
931; Savannah Sparrow, 201 (140 West-
ern, 61 Belding's); Western Lark Spar-
row, 9; Bufous~crowned Sparrow, 22;3late~
colored Junco, 2,(seen by two parties);
Thurber's Junco, 23%6; Chipping Sparrov,
122: Gambel's Sparrow, 379; Golden-
crowned Sparrow, 152; Stephen's Fow
Sparrow, 17; Lincoln's Sparrow 11;
Sparrow, 396,

Song

Comparing the count this year with
other years we note that the total

vas nearly 50% greater than & year

ago and almost three times that of

two years gzo. In no other year was
there such a grest number of Pintail
Ducks, over 20,000 this year contrasted
with 754 last year and fewer the year
Yefore, The fotal number of zulls this
year is only about helf ths number
counted a year ago, and less than the
count of two years agpo. Willets seen
this year were only one fourth as many
g last year, The 1726 Robins of this
year is only about half last year's
3%16. But in most cases the count cor-
responds closely to that in other years
i comparison with the total birds seen,

The Chrisimas Count of the Passedensa
Ludubon Society, including the San
Gabriel River Ssznctuary was made on
December 27 by a group of 41 working
in 12 parties. 104 species and 14,000
individual birds were counted. Note-:
worthy were 175 Dand-~tailed Pigeons
end a Macgillvray's Warbler, The great
find was a Yellow Palm Warbler a stray
from the east, It was discovered by
John Tremontano. Four days later he
located the bird again this time in

company with Bill Havkins and Pat Gould,
Then he was able to take Mr, and Mrs,
Bexter to see the warbler, and later
several others. Mr, and Mrs, Comby also
saw it. It remained in the same genersl
locality for nearly two weeks,

OBSERVATIONS
With onr Christmas count in this is-
sue there is little need of other ob-
servations.

Mountain Plover, a flock of 12 zeen on
Dec. 21 in freshly plowed fields
between Santa Ana and Newport Beach,

Say's Phosbe, Montebello Hills, Dec, 27,

(Dorothy and Harold Baxter)

Red-naped Sapsucker, in Santa Monica,
Dec. 27 and again on the 29th, but
not found on the 28th, thd 2ay.of
the count, fortunately another
was seen for the count by Mr, Don
Bleitz (Hastings)

White-throated Swift; last year and the
year before none were seen for the
Christmas count, This year nine

parties reported a total of 179,

An albino Mocking bird is reported by
Mr. Frank Becherer, He says this
beautiful bird can usually be sesn in
a yard at 299 Kentor Ave,, Brentwood,

Dr, J, E, Pottenger with two friends
made a Christmas day count on the west
bank of Saw-Pit Canyon, Monrovia, The
19 species and 207 individuals seen was
a smaller number than in other years,
53 Band~-tailed Pigeons were seen, also
26 Juncos and 22 Golden-crowned Spar-
rovs,

"Because Indians lived in the out-of-
doors and close to nature, they knewv
mach more about animals, plants, the
weather, and the country around them
than most of us can ever hope to learn,
They  recornized the work of the Grsat
Spirit all around them and thought of
the animals as a kind of people dis-
tantly related to themselvea. Once-
upon-a~time animals talked and acted liks
people; so say the legends of all the
Indians,”

Calendar of the Month
Nashville Childrens Museum



1L0OS ANGELES AUIUBON SOCIETY, INC.
Officers --- 1952-1953

President........Mrs Maybelle Demay, 50% E. Ozk Street, El Scmundo,,.Fi Semunlo 317-d
Vice President , Miss Bessie Pope Secretary...Miss Elizaboth Patteraon
Treasurel'. ....s. Miss Treva Fussell Registrar,.. Mrs, T, I, Fulton

CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY, 1953

Thursday, February 5. AFTERNOON PROGRAM MEETING., Los Angeles County Mussum,
Exposition Park, 1:30, Miss Linnean Blind will tell of =z visit to
Howaii, of the blrﬁs and mammals of the Islands and a little of tnw
native legends. This will be followed by =2 film, Aloha Land showing
much of the beauty and grendeur of Hawaii,
Members ere invited to come at 12, have lunch in the Museun Cafeterizs,
then spend some time with friends in informal study in one of ihe mussunm
nalls.

Thursdsay, February 12. TFVENING PROGRAM MEETING. Los Angsles County Museum, 7 P.M,
enter by the door at the south east corner,
A joint meeting with the Leadership Training Workshop, The subjest of
camp musecums a2nd how to set them up will be discusced by Mr. Edwsrd P,
Baker and Mr., George T. Hastings. As slways thesre will be special sxhibits
to atudy before and after the progren.

Thursdey, February 19, FIELD TRIP TO CABRILLO BEACH, For the study of shore and
- water birds. Take Tacific Electric car at 6ih and Main Street for Sun
Pedro at 8:19, 8:34 or 8:56. Bus connection at San Pedro for Cebrillo Reach,
Fare T3¢ each way. Bring lunch, which will be eaten in the picnic arca.
After lunch visit the Marine Museum under the guidence of ihe Director,
Leaders Miss Linnean Blind and Mrs.Margaret Parker,

Sunday, February 22, FIELD TRIP TO HANSEN DAM AREA. TFor land and water birds,
Meet leader at 3 ofclock at corner of Glencaks Blvd, =nd Sheldon Zircet,
Go out Glenoaks through Glendale, Burbank and Sun Vallsy to Sheléon Street,
We will zo in the back area first, then meet for lunch at 12 at the Hecro-
ation area picnic grounds, near the front entrance to Hansen D&m at th
corner of Osborne Strect and Foothill BRoulevard, Birding agein afier
lunch, Leader ~- Mrs., Caroline H. Deughertiy

Thursday, February 26, STUDY (CLASS AT PLUMMER PARX., 10 AM,
A nature talk with colored slides by Mr, W, Scott Lewis, a contimustion of
the fine series we have been enjoying svery month this season,
The second hour will be a member participastion session, with reports from
recent nature magazines, bird poems snd personsl sxperisnces and obser-
vations, Everyone is asked to meke some contribution to thils program.

Visitors will be welcome at all these Msetings and Trips

SAN GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
£64 1. Durfes Ave., El Monte Phone: Forrest 0-1872
Mrs, O, M, Stultz, Director . . . . Mrs, E. Gertrude Woods, Assistant Diresctor
Maintained by the National Audubon Society with the cooperation of the
Southern Cslifornia brsnches and affiliatsd societies. _
Regular guided field trips the second Suniay of each month, starting at the entrandce
at 9 A. M, led by Bill Hawkins =nd Pat Gould.

FOR INFOEMATION CALL CRestview 5-1390





