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VANDALTSM 1IN OUR PARKS

In the June muber of Natural History, the magazine of the Museum of Natural Hig-
tory in New Yerk, is an article every one should read and ponder:-Who is Choking Yel-
lowstone's Geysers? Over a million people visit Yellowstone National Park each yeer,
Thig was the first tract of earth ever set aside by a govermment teo preserve its love-
liness. The great majority of these people appreciate the unigque beauty of the gey-
sers and hot springs. Many stand in awe of the wonders of the place and are grateful
for the work of our Park Service in making 1t easy to visit and enjoy it all. But
there are thoughtless people, thousands of them, who ignore the rights of others,
people of childish mentality, who have done great demage to the perk. Tons of mineral
specimens are picked up, pried loose from the mounds, broken from the borders of peools
and carried home in pockets and handbags. Worse - tons of materisl are thrown into
the geysers and pools each year.

Hendkerchief Pocl was rendered functionless over twenty yeers ago by heving its
amall vent deliberately plugged with a gection of tree z2nd miscellaneous rubble. Morn-
inz Glory Pcol - the middle word in the name deserves emphasis - has 1lost much of its
beauty because of the denuding of the delicate incrustations of geyserite from the ber-
der and the throwing into the pool of thousands of objects. In an effort to clear the
pool of rubbish two years apo 112 different kinds of objects, cnly 2 small part of the
total, were removed, There were 8,627 pennies, nickels and dimes to & value of 38,10,
beer cans, bottles, cigarette packepes, handkerchiefs, and scores of cther objects as
well as stones and gtickg, And every other pcol and geyser easily reacned by visitors
has suffered in the same way.

The visible rocks and cther debris that have been thrown into the crater of a hot
spring are but of minor importance compared with the irretrievable rubble ihkat h=zs
found its way deep into the spring's throet, During the short perlod the hot springs
have been the subject of vandalism, a number of the smaller cnes have already teen de-
stroyed - their pipes filled with rubble, completely shutting off the escape of water,
The article concludes "This has to stop if the American public is to have anything
that it can be proud of in Yellowstone Park, Can't we find encugh pride in tais won-
derland of ours to put an end to this destructive nonsense.”

But we do not have to go as far as Yellowstone or our other natienel parks to see
the seme lack of appreciation of the beauty of nature. In the Tar Pits of Hancock
Park in our own city we could see, before high wire fences were put up some distance
back from the edmes of the pools, all kinds of things thrown into the pools by curioua
visitors, beer cans, bottles, sticks, stones, paper, - floating on the ter, distract-
ing the thoughts of visitors from the prehistoric animals that once roamed the region.
The fences detract from the scene but are vastly better than the litter that once was
80 abundant, All of our city parks - set aside for the enjoyment of a2ll the people-
suffer in a smaller degree from this same lack of appreciation end disregerd of the
rights of all of us, in the scattering of wrappers and other papers on the lawns and
Paths, Should not each of us do what we can to make "litterbugs" take some thougii of
what they are doing?
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In pertisl recomnitlion of her gifts to
thie Soclety and of her outstanding in-
terzst in nature education and conserva-
tion, Mrs. Elizabeth Burnell Smith, of
Eriglewood, Colorado, has heen made an
Henorary Member of the Society,

NEW HOME FOR THE. NATIONAL SOCIETY

The Nationel Audubon Society has pur-
chesed an 8~story building at 1130 Fifth
Ave., New York and will shortly move
there from its present building at 1co0
Fifth Avenue., The new headquarters will
grive needed space for the expanding work
of the Society.

Mr, John C. Beker, cur president,
states, "Although the Society is prim-
arily associated with bird protecticn in
the public mind, ocur scope of work em-
traces advancement of public understands:
ing of the value and need of conservation
of soil, water, plant and wildlife and
the relation of their Intelligent. treat-
ment and use to human welfare."

At commencement this past spring
Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster
Pennsylvania, awarded the honorary degree
of Doctor of Sclence to Roger Tory Pat-
erson. Mr, Paterson is nov in England
working on a Field Guide to the birds of
western Europe.

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

Our afternoon party will be held in
Tlumer Park on Thursday, December 11 at
2. There will be a program with Miss
Ellen Barnes playing Christmas music and
Mrs, Georpe Hanson reading Christmas
stories., There will be refreshments ser-
ved by the committee. From the Sanctu-
ary Bird and cther NWature Books and cards
will be on sele, an opportunity to secure
appropriate Christmas gifts. And, per-
haps, best of all, opportunity to visit
with friends, ©So come and enjoy the af-
ternocn with us,

The Evening Party will be on Friday,
Dec, 12 at T7:30 at the home of Miss Mar]}-
orie Walther, 10361 Lemona Ave,., San
Fernandc. Come and have fun with us, en-
Joy the program of pames and songs and
the lugcious refreshnents.’ Go out Sepul~
veda Blvd., tc San Fermando, to Devonshilre
Ave,, turn right two blocks to Lemona,
turn left 1/2 block to where a large out-
door Christmas tree will be lighted., If
planning to go please phone one of the
fellowing: =
Mr. Hiram Beebe
Mrs, Christine Hayden
Miss Walther,

(in the evening)

GRanite 9372
PLeagant 3-8359
EMpire 1-2310
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WHAT'S GONE ON IN THE SOCIETY

The Study Class on October 23,
learned from Mr, W, Scott Lewls how the
folding and fracturing of rocks results
in earthguakes. His plctures showed many
examples of rock folds and faults as well
as of the direct results of earthquakes,
He explained that these rock movements ex-
pose new surfaces to erosion, resulting in
formation of new soil to replace that con-
gtantly being lost. So really earth-
guekes are of benefit, tho' hard to take
at the time,

Mr, Hastings had specimens of native
woodpeckers, and directed questions at the
class, then described the birds, bringing
out many points of interest,

Mr, C, V. Duff gave out a fine num-
ber of one of the Cooper Ornithological
Club's publications to each one present,

SUNDAY FIFID TRIP to Irvine Park and
Bolsa Chica, Thirty-two persons came,

among them several new members and a few
visitors. About 50 birds wers listed,

among them 10 Elegant Terns seen at Bolsa
Chica., These are larger than Forester's
Tern but smaller than the Ring~billed Gull,
A large flock of Cedar Wexwings flew over
the 1ittle lake at the Park, came down and
fed in small groups, reuniting to fly off.
The Sky - hazy all day.

AFTERNOON PROGRAM meeting, Nov, 6.
About 70 attended, Mr. Kenneth Stager
of the museum staff gave an interesting
account of the preparation of animn]
skins and the modeled forms on which
to mount them, glving lifelike pose,
Samples of artificial vegzetation were
shown and he told of the treatment amiven
grasses and trees used in the settings.
Then he conducted the party around to
view some of the Habitat Groups, making
comments and answering questions,

The film of the day was "Realm of the
Wild", showing sonme of these animals as
they live in Nature.

Mr ., Vaughan McC-ughey, Pacific Const
Representative of the National Audubon
Society had come down from San Francisco
and visited our Headquarters at Plurmer
Park and this meeting at the Museum,
where he was introduced and made a short
talk, complimenting the Los Angeles
Branch of the Audubon Society on their
large membership and enthusiasm. -

EVENING MEETING, November 13.

A most thought-provcking talk was
given by Mr., W, Scott Lewls on the dew.
atructive and constructive forces of Na-
ture which make 1life on the globe pozsi-
tle. The talk was excellently illustrated
by Kodachrome slides, About 60 club and
workshop merbers enjoyed an intrimuing
gane set up by Mrs, Mary V. Hood, Among
the displays on the tables was one on
shells and another on rocks. Fron the
Griffith Park Zoo came an wwmsual ex-
hibit of antlers and horns,

NEW DATE FOR THE 1952 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
This year's Christmas Bird Count is now scheduled for Sunday, December 28, a change

from the date announced in our Yearbook.

Postcards are being sent to all those whe

participated last year, but all members of the Society are invited and urged to help,
We have 176 square miles to cover and everyone is needed who can join one of the

rarties for the day,.
terest in birds is urged to join the fun.

Novices can help as checkers or drivers, but anyone with an in-
If you canngt go afield you can help by

counting the birds in your own yard and neighborhood that day, provided you live in
the area north of Inglewood, west of the Civic Center and south of Magnolia Hill in
North Hollywood. Plans are being made to designate a restaurant where those who wish

may meet after the count for supper and review the day's work.

Last year more species

were reported in our Log Angeles count then in any other of the 470 counts taken
acroas the country, and we had more observers participating than ever befors. We can

40 even better this year!

For further information contact Robert Pyle, 1143 21st Street, Santa Monica, EXbrook

5-0319.
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AT THE SAMCTUARY
fnzel Lewis

The wild grepes now atiract meny birds,
flocks of Cedarwaxwings are enjoying
them ot present., An American Egret
viglts the river. Cardinals come daily
to tho feeding shelves with the other
usunl specise:--Song Sparrows,English
Sparrovs, Brown end Spotted Towhees,
Eouge Finches, Chinese and Mourning
Doves, Thrashers, Mockingbirds and Jays;,
with an occnsional Flicker,
(Gorbel's Sparrows arc numerous and
Avdubon Warblers can be seen in the
trees and bushes. The White Finch
reported several times previously was
seen daily from October 17 to November

13,

OBSERVATTORS

Weatern Grebes, 300 or more off shore
&t Ploya del Rey, Nov. 11 (Gould and

awkins),
Cormon Loon, off Ballonz Creek Jetiy,
Nov. & (Hastings), several undetermined
Loon3, Pleyan del Rey, Nov, 11 (Gould
and Hawkins)
Whits Pelicansg, Mrs. Russell Wllson
writes that on Sundey, October 26,
"Ye were thrilled by the migration
Flight of lorge flocks of White Peli-
cans, We estimnted 800 in the first
flock, the second about the same, More
and more began to go over looking like
gient strings of beads. After the lmst
hed disappenred we estimated there must
Lave been between 2,500 and 3.000 birds
in 211"
Baird Cormorant, off Ballona Creek
Jetty, Oct, 2 (Gould and Hawkins),
Scal Beach, Nov. 11 (Pyle).
Sonty and Pink-footed Sheearwaters
onie of each feeding over kelp beds
Just beyond ths surf, Malibu, Oct,
25 {Pyle)

* * * * *

Several Gadwalls, Playa del Rey, Nov, 11,
(Gould and Hawkins), Surf Scoters, many
off shore near Ballona Creek, Nov,. 8§,
(Hastings). About 1000 ducks, mostly
Pinteils with many Coots and among them

3 Canvasbacks, Hansen Dam, Nov. 9 (Pyle)
Phalaropes, one Red off Santa Monica Pier
end several Horthern at Newport Beach
Nov., 16 (Pyle).

Jaeger, one over the Ballona Creek jetty,
Nov, 1. It flew over and circled secveral
times, now and then chasing a gull for a
few seconds. Either an immature or in a
changing phase, the chin, throat, and
part of upper breast solid black, rest

of under parts white, tail pointed but
quite short, (Dorothy and Harold Baxter)

2 Jaegers off Newport Beach, Neov, 16
(P75},

Franklin's Gulls, 3 on the mud flats in
the Venice marshes, Oct, 17. Seen clearly
and observed for some time (Nurtha Dunn).
Blegent Terns, 18 at Malibu and 14 ot Bol-
sa Chica, Oct. 26 (Pyle)

Horned Owl, Mr. Edward Terry writes, "My
home is ezdjacent to Griffith Park, For
three weeks & cottontail rabbit had been
nibbling some of my plants, One evening at
dusk I heard the deep resonant hooting of
five notes characterigtic of the horned
owl. I hastened out of the house, looked
up to my neighbor's high aserial, and there
he was silhouestted against the sky, B5Sud-
denly o second owl, presumsbly its mate,
flew into view with my enemy the rabbit
dangling from her claws. When she flew
over the flat part of ithe roof she drop-
ped the animal from a distence of several
feet, Immediately her mate descended to
share the evening meal. How do I know it
was my rabbit? Because no more palnts
heve been eaten,”

Hooded Orisle, Monrovia, Oct. 20 (Irma
Rogers) Robin in & city yard, Nov. 18
(Mary Hood), Cedar Waxwings, Senta Monica,
Nov,. 17, small flock (Hastings) Lerk

Sparrows, five near Playa del Rey, Oct.2
(Gould and Hawkins) —

THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER

WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

€&k §. Durfee Ave., El Monte =--- Telephone Forrost 0-1972

Mrs, 0, M, Stultz, Director ..... Mrs. B.

Gertrude Woods, Assistant Director

Mﬂl?talﬂel by the Hational Audubon Society, with the cooperation of
the Southern California Branches and affiliated societiss,
Regular field trips the second Sunday of each menth, start from the entrance at 9 AM.

led by Bill Eewkins and Pat Gould.
Come and bring your frinds.,

For information call CRestview 6-1990
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FAREWELL TO MISS ELLA JOHNS

Mizs Ella Johns, & member of our scclety
far 28 yoars is leaving cur area to make
her home in Carmel. Miss Johns has been
prase chairmon of the goclety and was for

vears treasurer., She will make her
hieme with her brether and sister, both
arfent birders. Our best wishes go with
Miss Jcoimz, ~ we shall miss her

A
oM
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FROM OUR EXCHANGES

FLICKER FLASHES, of the Birmingham, Ala.
indubon Snclety quotes the following
from the Saturday Review of Literature:
1f the XKcrean armigtice talks at Pann-
menjon have accomplished nothing else
they have at least provided a home for
twc swallows. The birds, apparvently
onuimlstin that negotiations would con-
tinue for some time, have completed

the building of a nest in one cf the
U.N, staff tents., Why they selected a
U.X. rather than a Chincae tent 1a any-
bolys guess.

Floodlighting of & lighthouse has
been tried in Sweden as = means of sav-
ing thousands of birds, which attracted
by the light, have crashed apgainst its
walls at night. While formerly the staff
of Long Jan on the Island of Oland in
the Baltic Sea used to find daily numer=-
ous dead or dying birds, the mipratory
birds now use the rock of the floodlit
tower a3 o resting place on their way 1o
and from Scandinavia,

Es)
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From the SANDERLING, Bulletin of the
Monterey Penninsula Audubon Sociely for
November" «-~TIt'sbowtles and yellow talls
for California's Band-tailed Plgeons this
year., In an effort to detsrmine the mi-
grotion and daily movements of these
pigeons and to learn the percentage of °.
the population harvested by hunters each
year, the Department of Fish and Geme is
dyeing some of the birds' tails yellow

and equipping them with colored neck tabe
for field identification., In addition

the birds are being banded., I you see
dne of these birds notify the California
Department of Fisgh and Game, San Fran=-
cisco,

The WESTERN MEADOWLARK, published by
the San Bernardinc Velley Audubon Soct
reports o Cocper Summer 1ar";!1
the Warm Creek Wildlife Refug:
August. Ancther, an iaﬂauur na
female was 8sen in the aren and
for about a month. Bob Pyla Wro
are perhaps & dozen recordz in c¢
Calif, in the last 100 years, sc
tainly may be regarded as s
the Colorado River area,
pens to be the fourth recorded fcz this
region since last Wovember, Bill Lazky
caught a femele or immature mele in his
banding trap in Santa Monica, In Jonn-
ary I saw another near Calipatria, BEarly
this spring Mrs, W. Scett Lewls reperted
one at her fesding iray in Los Angeleg -
and now yours, A truly remarkable year -
Tfor the Summer or Cooper Tensager,

From the TOPEKA AUDUBON NEWS, Topeka,
Kans., of October: A Guetzel in Yreeding
plumage is thought by scme io be the
world's most beautiful bird, If you like
green you might agree, but other Trosons
have thelr good points, and you can not
pasg up some of the Tanagers, and there
are Buntings and Warblers, not t¢ montion
the Mountain Bluebird,

(Who started this becuty contest anyway?)
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THE WHITTIER OBSERVER reporis two new
sanctuaries. In the October number there
1s a brief account of the dedication of g
sanctuary in Whittier on the 50 acre prop-
erty of Mr, "Hep" Caneer., This has been .
posted by the Associated Audubon Societles
of Southern Califernia,

In the November number is an account
of the dedication of the Friendly Hillse
Wildlife Refuge on the Dr. Evarts Loomls
Ranch at Hemet. Mrs. J. H. Comby made the
dedicatory address. Dr. Ebon McGregor,
Prosident of the Whittier Scclety was in
charge of the ceremony. A large reédvood
sign with deeply carved letters was erected,

The Whittier Soclety had an overnight
camping trip at the Loomis Ranch the day
before the dedication of the sanctuary. is
night approached bevies of Quail came
walking from every direction. Flock after
flock flew into a large live oak, tiil
about 300 were settled for the night in ths
one tree. Next morning an unforgettable
sight was the assembly of hawks, more Lhan
200 Swainson Hawks flying over,





