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SEA LIONS AND OITERS BIRDS AND FORESTS  SNOW AND DESERTS
Ruby Curry

These made a vacabion full of variety for Dorothy Groner and myself between June
14 and July 5 this summer. North along the Coast Route, which was edged with wild
flowers of many hues, the thrill of observing a school of about thirty sea otters
frolicking among the kelp beds and rocks off shore near Carmel, stands out, At
Point Lobog State Park on the bird rocks were downy baby gulls, young cormorants,
vhile a black oystercatcher sat on her nest under a cotyledon plant on a steep
cliff., Of especial interest botanically along the Mt., Tamalpais highway were the
large shrube of chaparral pea, Pickeringia montana, full of rose-purple pea-like
blossoms. Thia shrub is a xerophyte, belng able to subsist with a very limited
supply of water, Huge California buckeyes were in full bloom in many places in
this part of the state., After crosgsing the California-Oregon state line beautiful
regy-pink rhododendrona blosgomed under the larger forest treees. Near Brookings
hedges of azaleas bordered the road leading to Azalea State Park, There the hill-
sides were covered with acres of azaleas of many shades,

A stop at Sea Lion Point and a walk down to the cave, a rookery for hundreds of
sealions, gave us a chance to watch the guillemois, whose bright red feet and large
white shoulder patches stood out agalnst the black breeding plumage, and to ses
them carrying food to their nests in nitches of the basaltie cliffs. At Crescent
Lake on the Olympic Peningsula from the firs and hemlocks and the western red cedarg
with flat branches resembling huge fern fronds, came the voices of russet-backed
thrushes ginging in the mist of esarly morning, A side trip to Olympic Hot Springs
was vwell worth while for the vista of snow-topped Mt. Olympus, browsing deer,
rushing mountain streams, and the glimpsge of a pileated woodpecksr as it flew
acrogs the road, Here too vere ouzels, Canada jays, Stellar jays, a varied thrush,
and others - a birdy place,

From there our route took us to the sunrise side of Mt, Ranier, and then going
over the Chinook Pass, where under the trees on the snow covered hillside, there
came to usg the varied thrush's song. I gquote Dawson's description of this song
which i3 Just as we heard it - "A single long drawn note of brooding melancholy
and exalted beauty, a voice stranger than the sound of any instrument, a walf echo
standing on the shores of time, Suggestive, elusive and whimsically baffling. It
may be fairly reproduced by a high pitched whistle combined with vocal undertones."”
In the banks and cliffs below Yakima hundreds of bank swallows were nesting, Can-
ada geese swam in the upper reaches of the Columbia River,

Going over the Blue Mountains of Oregon we saw flowers of many hues, glllias,
white and purple penstemons, yellow sulphur flowers and balsam root, fireveed,
luxuriant deep pink wild geraniums and many more, One which intrigued us most,
proved to be "Pink Fairies", Clarkia pulchella, with three-lobed petals, which was
growing in patches near the road, The Grande Ronde River is well named and we
crossed it many times, On the slopes above 1t were masses of white syringa., In

the Wallowa Mountains rain prevented our going on the tralls to the lakes, higher
Continued on page 11




10

TIE WESTERN TANAGER
Puklished monthly, Septembor - May by the
Los Angeles Audubcn Society.

$1.00 per year, fres to all menmbers

Editer ., Geo. T. Hastings, 517 Fuclid St,
S nta Monica. "Phone EXbrook 51137

Azsociate Editor Leoti Fisher

10S ANGELES AUDUBON SOCIETY, INC.
Mewbership
Joint with the Notlonzal Audubon Scciety
Rezular §5.00, Sustoining $10.00,
Letive §25. 00 A1l include sub-
seription to Audubon Magazine,
Loczl membership 32,00, Student $1.00,
Lifc $25.00. Patron $100.00

THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY IN CALIFORNI
In October 1951 an office was opened
in San Francisco. This year on Gctober
first the Sccilety announced the appoint-
nent of Mr. Vaughan MacCeughey as Pacific
Coast Representative and Mr. Sandy Sprunt
as Assistant Representative. Mr. Mac.
Caughey was director of the Camp at
Norden this past summer. Their office
will be the California Audubon office,
693 Sutter Street, Sen Francisco. We are
glad to welcome them to California and
trust their presence here will grestly
strengthen the work of the socisty on
the West Cozst.,

OFFLCERS FOR 1952.1953
President ,,. Mrs. Maybelle DeMay
Vice President, Miss Bessie Pope
Secrgtary ..,,., Miss Elizabeth Patterson
Treagurer ,,,.. Miss Trevo Russell

Registrar of Members ,, Mrs. T. H. Fulton

We ars heppy to Welcome the following
as new members of the Soclety:
Mrs. Owen S. Bauer,
4511 Finley Ave., L.A. 27
Mre., Ella Dukes,
7410 Romzine,
Mr. Hobert M. Granger
1207 5th Ave., L.A, 19
Miss Sug E. Irvin,
4621 Finley Ave., L.A. 27
Miss Dorothy M. Lorenz
15205 Rosells Ave.,
Della Fatterson,
- b39 me. fve. 56, L.A. k2
{iss Gertrude H. Radcliffe,
5123 Hermosa Ave.,
Mr. Devid Sheppard,
1258 Roger Young Village, L.A.
J. H. Sttlnlcy,
5607 So. Wilton Pl., L.A. 62
Mr. Cornelius D. Vezin,
2702 Los Olivos Lane,
Ls Crescenta

A UNIVERSITY COURSE FOR RIRD IOVERS

Dr. vzde Fox, Jr. will begin a class
for amiteur ornithologists on Thursday,
¥ov. 6. The courss will emphasize field
ldentification and take up recent de-
velopments In cur mowledge of birde,
The class will wmset Thursday evenings,
7 to 9, and Szt. mornings, 8 to 11, 1n
room 206, Civies Builalng U.C.L.A. cams
pus. For full inforwation 'phone U.C.L.A.
Campus Branch Extension Service.

L.A. U6

Lawndale
Mrs.

L.A. 41

Mrs.

WHERE IS A SPARROW A SPARROW?

Any of our local birders will tell you
that the English Sparrow is not a true
sparrow, but a weaver finch. On our check
list it is found Just after the warblers,
next to the meadowlark. In the Encyclo-
pedia Brittanica we find the name was
originally applied to any small bird, but
now to only four birds, the House Sparrow,
and Tree Sparrows of the Genus Passer, -
the Hedge Sparrow which is a thrush. "Ths
Americean birds celled ‘sparrows' have
1ittle in common with the genus Passer,
but belong to an allied family.” So the
English Sparrow is a sparrow and our
Sparrows are not sparrows, or visa-versa,
depending on where we live.

In the 1914 edition of the Century
Dictionary it says thousands of English
Sparrows are sold and eaten annually as
reed birds in New York City. (Reed birds
arc now protected as song birds). So,
on the Bill of Fare, sparrows were reed
birds,

GOLDEN GATE PARK-A REDWOOD GROVE

According to an anncuncemsnt by the
Redwood Empire Association, Golden Gate
Park is to have the first and only red-
wood grove in the world. It will con-
tain all 15 kmown species of the tree.
As redwoods they include not only our
Coast Redwood and the Big Tree, and the
Dawn Redwood of China, but the Bald Cy-
pressss of the southeast and Mexico, the
Cryptomeria of Japan and other trees of
the family to which the redwoods belong,

but which are never called redwood.
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(continued from first puge)

Sezlicns and Otters, Birds and
Forests, Snow and Deserts

up, but we birded sitting in the car and
had varied thrushes, Townsend's soli-
taries, Wright's flycatchers, robins and
others within 2 few feet of us, whils
Audubon hermit thrushes sang in the
distance.

On the way down to Lasgen National
Park, Iake Abert, twenty miles long, had
nuch of interest - marvellous cloud re-
flections in the lake on our right and
the impressive sheer precipices of the
sbort Riw, which is one of the largest
exposed earthquake faults in the world,
on our left,

The night of our arrival ot Lassen,
June 28, snow fell covering ground,
trees, autoz, wires, Lassen Peak and
Chaos Crags., After five dayes of excela
lent birding, rowing on the lake, trips
to the lava caves or tubes, and lovely
Burney Falls, over which darted black
swifts, we left in the morning for the
9:30 control with a pilot car to take
ug and others to the other side of the
park through ten miles of snow banks,
in many places twice the height of the
carg. While waiting for the pilot car
to coms from the other side we had the
unusual experience of seeing 2 Celifor-
niz Blue Heron fly up the canyon over
the anow.

The next night ot Carson City and on
through Lone rine and the desert it was
hard to believe that a few hours before
we had been through 21l that snow.

THE FULVOUS.IREE. DUCK

In the report of our Field Trip this
duck is mentioned as a "lifo bird" for
st of the mewbers who saw it. In ths
Septoriber Tanager Bill Hawkins and Pat
Gould repert 100 of thewm near the Salton
Sea. B0 it is not & rare bird in its
proper range. With its long legs and
slender neck it ie more like a goose
than a duck. Its scientific nams -
Dendrocygna - means "tree swan”. It is
saild to have "the ncet extracrdinory
range of any bird, being found in five
widely separated ‘'colonies': India,
eagtern Africa, southeastern South
America, northern Scuth Amesrica, and
Mexico to southern California and south-
western Texas."

WHAT'S GONE ON IN THE SOCIETY

The AFTERNOCN PROGRAM mssting of
tober 2, the first meeting of the fzl
vas attended by nearly 50 members. S
eral met for lunch in the Mussum Cafe-
teria before the meeting. It is plonmed
to use the tims between lunch =nd the
meeting in visiting one of the miscunm
halls, getting better acquointed with ths
gplendid material in our mseum,

Miss Leta Adams goeve en interssting
review of the new book, "Stalking Birds
with Color Camera”,

Our new sound projector was used for
the first time in showing Alaska's Sil-
ver Milliome, the story of Salmwon from
the tlme they go uwp the rivers to spawn,
till sowe end wp in = can,

EVENING MEETING AND WORKSHOP, Octcber
9, Mrs. DeMay gave o talk, "How to
Appreciate Reptiles", ILive snokes were
browgit by Charles Allen of the Griffith
Park Zou., Mrs. Genevieve Walmsley showed
o small king snake, lcansd by cne of her
pupils. David Groy of the Fern Dell
Museum syoke on Netive Trees,

There were tables with special ox-
hibits: shells of cur beaches, by Mr.
and Mrs, Chace of Lomita; goodes, cut
and pcelished, by Mr. and Mrs, Former;
nature gemss, by Mrs., Dorothy Bush; and
art objects mode of nature materizl, -
necklzces, bracelets, ete., by Ed., Baker,

FIEID TRIP, October 15, to Playa del
Roy. The 35 members preseni saw cn the
Ballcng Crook jetty a flock of soms 25
Swrf Birds, with Black and a few kuddy
Turnstones, TForester's Terms, Westorn,
Czlifornie, Ring-billed and Herrmann's
Gulls wore on the jetty and bezch., 4
large flock of Senderlings with a fow
Least Szndpipers sesmed out of place on
the rocks of the jetty. Two Eared Grebes
and a Loon wero swimming in the creek,
while on the banks wers hundreds of
Willets, and many Godwits and Eudeonian
Curlews. HNear where we ate lunch were
Avocets,

The weal thrill of the day was when
Don Thotas Parker discovered a bird new
tc nearly all the group, - & Fulvous
Tree Duck. It stayed near the creek
edge till all the party had gathersd o
watch it, Some 36 species of birds wers
seen by the group.

—— —— -
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IN 4ND NEaR THE SANCTUARRY
Hazel Lowls

Auburm hes come to the Sanctuary. Foggy
ncrnings =nd hazy afternoons prevail but
the birds are singing and eating wild

grapas, In the river-bed, burr marigolds

nedive thistles and golden minulus are in

Yloom. Here and thers, away from the
trcils, bright red splotches warn of the
proscnce of polson oak.

Chincse pheasants have been seen. All
throuzh the day, twe young cardinals (a

mele ond & female) are coming to the feed-
ing table at the north side of the green-

house., On October 8, during his post-

poncd summer vacaticn, a male Costa's hum-

mingbird, its throat flashing a gorgeous

puvrple, paused on a tree tobacco, near our

drivewzy. On October 13, at our future
lecation, twe end one-half "bird miles”
from here, a young female cardinel was

seen anong the frult trees. 18 this an

snswer to my prayers that I may still have

the Jjoy of seeing ceardinals come to the
feeding trays in our naw yard?

g0 many years, the cardinals and other
birds havs bsen fod, will be under the
provection of the Sanctuary and the bleds
will be assured of one moal a doy. We
hope that our fondness for the little
roods end cur feathered friends, has been
gharsd by many bird lovers to such an eX-
tont that they will conbinue to be bird
wontchors hers.

In the corn-fisld
beysnd tho museum building, two beautiful

After No-
vember, our little picnic woods wheres, for

OBSERVATIONS

SE4A and SHORE BIRDS: Bill Hawkine ang
Gould report a Western Grebe, Elegant,
Forester's and Casplan Terns,-Bolss
Chica, Oc%. 5; Clapper Rail, 2 North.
ern Phelaropes, 30 Avocsts, 3 Stilts,
a Red-backed Sandpiper, and many ducks,
- Buena Vista Lagoon, Oct. 5. Bob Pyl
saw a flock of Swrfbirds, with Black
Twmnstoney, - Ballona Creek Jetty over
300 Elegant Terns, - Playa del Rey,
and a White-tailed Kite, Oct. 5; 13
Northern Phalaropes at Newport Beach,
12 Lesser and 6 Greater Yollowlegs at
Bolsa Chica on the same day,

QUAIL and other birds: Miss Ruby Curry,
at Eagle Rock, a cover of quail every
day 1in her yard, Poorwill calling on
moonlight nights from the hills, Gam-
bel'ts Sparrcws first on Sept. 27. On
Sept. 16 and 17 at Wrightwood end
Big Plnes, Western Bluebirds, Robins,
Slender~billed and Red.breasited Nut-
hatches, Sierra Creeper, Chipping
Sporrows and at Jackson Lake, Lutescent
California Yellow, Audubon's and
Pileclated Warblers.

AMERICAN REDSTART: Mrs. Hazel Lewls re- .
ports that on Sept. 24 an immature
male American Redstart was discovered
in the Sanctuary by Sandy Sprunt on
his first visit, It was seen then and
later by many others. The White Finch,
after an absence of months appeared in
her orchard Sept. 7 and has been there
frequently since. Undoubtedly the

H

ZIOOME FLROM ANCIENT SEEDS,

In o city pork In Washington o lotus
plant bloomed this summer, grown from
"seeds tens of thousands of years old,
fewnd in 2 geologlcal formation". So
rend o recent newspaper article., Woll
any purt of the earth's swrface is a
goilogicel Tformation snd is not neces-
sarily ancient., Storiss of "Mummy Wheat"
growing wnd yislding creps have been
told for yours, but scientists do not
credit thenm, But this story is probably
true.  Lotug seeils wore dug from dry goil
where there had once been 2 laks, no one
knows how long 230, but possibly & thoue
sand yeors., The seed coate woere so hard
that no water could sozk in, but after
filing holes through them a few zeeds
germinatsd in Yonkers, N. Y. ubout twenty
yoers ago, These Washington plants may
be of this same lct.

£
@

gamge bird reportsd in the Tanagsr lost
November, Gembel's Sparrows first on
Sept. 24. Hooded Oriole not seen
since Sept. 6, Black-headed Grosbeak
gince Sept. 9, Black.chinned Humming
bird, Sept. 15. Mrs. May Wait had
Hooded Orioles in her yard in Holly-
woocd up to Sept. 22.

AXWINGS AND REDWINGS: One Waxwing was
seen by itself near outlet of Santa
Ana River, Oct. 5 (Hawkina, Gould),

a small flock in Los Angeles yard,
Sept. 29 (McCune). 75 Tricolored Red-
wings with wany Sen Diege Redwings and
Cowbirds, near Nigger Slough, Oct. 5 (
(Pyle)

WARBLERS: Audubon's Warbler, Hollywood,
Sept. 28 (W. Scott Lewis); Orange-
crovmed Warbler, Hutton's Vireco, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, Sanctuary, Oct. 12
(Hawking)

* *

* *
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T, ‘\53 4 WEAVER AT WORK sixz wseks I urtchod ner
/ A G: T, Hastin:s the reutine wis the sonms

. except on two nirhts
antinuing the subject of spun. The first vas
§ spiders begun by feed when four lgage

Mrsg,  Hood last a June bostle v

/] . q \ month, .here are a time wos whcn she mdc

{‘} \! § o observatlons - §ilk  nesrly on ineh i

é Yx\K made lﬁ summer on a fat orb- wos filled with cszs,

AN *\ weaver I wntched on the her sbdomen wos shrunk te ls3s thon o
privet by'my front porsh., It wns not one it former size, mnd cnly o vot
of the béautiful golden parden wenvers, was spun, But o fzw nihis 3h¢
Thig; Aranes, had a yellowish brown, nearly had ruralﬁeé h“r erizincl plumincss,
rcund cbdomen as lirbe as the end of btne's  Onc moradn; i 3eptomber .2 nc
thumb; She must have lived in the privet in her rctraq { the somo fato t i

for some months while growing to the larg overtakon she flics; wnsps, motis oni

e.she showed when I found hufr Dy running other insacts c;gturea in her spors o
into,purﬁ of her web one evening, As she befnllen the spinnoer;-< furnichins - s
ventured out on to her web only after dark mecl for somo chocr srosfurs,

her eight eyes could have boen of vory

little use, SPIDER oSilX

The first thing she did when she came Spiders spin ircm o reup o four
out cach evening was to run to whatever §ix spinnerets of tht nd of U nbdu
inscets had beén cnught during the doy, The fluid scerctad by o numbcr of
swathe them in silk and earry them, onc is shet cut throurh mony tiny c‘uu¢“
ot o time teo the centeor of the web where in the tigs ¢f fae spinnsrsis, hordo
sho nacerated them with her fangs ond ‘end unites into o thrond of silk, &
suckod out the juices Tacn, gtrriing ot a dozen oy more kinds cof 8ilk my bu
the lower edge of ‘the web sho procecedsd  spun, A bord dry silk for tho dims
to demolish the whole structure, cxecpl ©ll spiders moko whorever thoy oo
the outer framewark, rolling the silk into  for the fromewerk of vhe webs of
Littlec balls and cating it., Thon o now web-mnking spidors) sticky ihronds o
wcb wns woven, Stoariing ot the upper the snore; o brend ribben of sillh t¢

o she Groppod on a line %o tho bottom, sucthe c"‘*t;w"'1 inscets; scit, cotior

attached the line, fastencd o thread sbout mnsscs o surrecund the 205 o tousy,
two inches po one side, carried it up to parchment-lilke motordnl to cover fac
the middle, fasteded it there, then back §nCcy nnd cuhs
on that fto the edre with o new line, and {
so on back and forth till thowvs wers from
12 to 19 threads radiating from the contor,
Starting ot the centor sho noxt spun o

rethor coarsespiral, fastencd to cll the spun by tiny
rodii do within two inches of tho outor even thinn
fromework, This wos a teaporiry foundation invisible
spiral o strengthen the rodid, Wvs, hwmen

Arones thon started - fine spiral from thc
outﬁr cdpe, working towards the center,
trovln” thd founcdation s*lrfl ~

US/Gsb camy to lu.ﬂﬂﬁy—f” -
—==""Tho web wo
sach night ubout
2 C...lj this last spirnl
giicky thrends, Sheo
nonr the conie
r;. 1".1.1’»3 T » ,
~bout 5 in- -tk merning, when sne ; > 7
_réLLL-'bd 4o nor niding pluce. benosth m A%t ““j‘tTLTL\g\‘k f@

' conopy of thres leaves held mny reflect o roy of llzat, ~——

-etiher by threads of silk. For nenrly

]

During the seaspn on ecrb-wonver my.
. g
spin over o milsc of silk, i
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Regisirar of Members .. iirs. T. H. Fulton, 3603 Tocoma Ave., Le 4. 65, CL 403!

CLLENDLR FOR NOVEMBER 1952
(Visitors are velcom &% all meetings and trips)

Thursday, Hoveuber 6. LFTERIOON PROGRAHM MIEBTING, Los Lngeles Couwinty iuscun,
déﬁou“u-on Purk, 1:30, Mr., Kenneth Stujer, Curator of OTDltthOgy wi
explain the museum's Bird Exhibiis, thon take the Society into the Bi
dull for further study. This will be follcwed by a shoving of the
film RTALY OF THE WILD, showing birds arnd mammalsg in some of the Netdl
Foreats . and explaining how they arc protected,

HMembors who ean arc invited to meet for lunch at 12 in the cafoteria
the basement of the muscum, then spend half to throe quarters of an h
in informal study in the Bird Hull, before the mecting.

Thuradey, Novidbor 13, EVINING PROGRLM MSETING, County Muscum, 7 to 9,
A joint meeting with the Nature Study VWerkshop, There will be koda-
chreme pictures and a lecture -~THIS CHANGING BARTH- by V. Scett Lowis
Thiswwill be follewed by an illustrated talk on THE WORLDS TREZS AT
YOUR DOCRSTEPR, by Georss T, Hastings.

Thursday, Neveomber 20, FIDLD TRIP TO THD S.N &.BRIEL RIVER LITLDLIFE S8.NCTUL
ticet b tho Sanctuayy citsrcnce at ¥:30, Qur Tanner bus will leave
603 5o, Olive St,, Los ingeles, promptly at 8:30, Fare 41,60 Pl<vbc
have exact fare, Bring lunch, Leader Mrs, Al Stultz,
Tf driving zo east on Third 34, to2 Beverly Blvd, ceontinuc on Beverly
%o Durfec Rd,, then norih to the S Sunctuary, number 664
ii.e reservations carly With Miss Bdith Crane, 4925) Cimarron S%., L.
82, 'Phone Admingtor 2-8403. -

Sunday, Novembor 23, FIULD TRIP ©¢ PL.Y.. DEL REY For' study of marsh
and vator birds, Talke bus marked nrdcndo Beach, viz Playa dcl Roy at
©osubway terminnl, <23 5§, Hill J8t., Les Lngoles at 9:21. Gt off at
Vista del Mur ond Culver Blvd,,  Fare 35¢ onc wajs Bird walk will
start at bus terminal wbout 10:15, If driving go out Culver Blvd,
Bring lurch. Leager, Miss Dorcthy Groner, HO 3-10l2 h

oy

Friday, Novembsr 28. STUDY CLS3, Plwmmer Park, 10 to 12 L.k.
lﬁr.'w.“Scctt Lewis wilF shov ancther scrics of his beaubtiful pieturcs
with a talk cmphasizing conservation., Mrs. Lowis will give an illust
“*: t kL on Bird Mizration, Take Pacific Elcotr¢c, Santa hOAlC
§% Hellywoed ‘car to Fullep Ave,, valk cnc blocl west,

B

LN GLBRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE 34NCTULRY

fee Lvee, Bl Mentc- ... Phone FOrrest 0-1872

3 ,esee. Hrs, B, Gertrude Vocds , Assistint Dircct
1 fudubon Socicty, with the cooperaticn on the Scuthc

-

L]
Wrs, 0. i, 3%ultz, Dir
1nt“inﬁd b; the Neti
&

Ha

»ffiliated socicties,
¢ trirs the second Sunday cof each month, starting at the
Comc and bring your friends, For information call





