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SPIDERS
Mary V. Hood

Altho' most people either actively dislike, loathe and despiss or ignors sviders,
they are to the initiated one of the most verisd end interesting of 211 tho muliti-
tude of earth's denizens. For proof of this the reader is referrsd %o thot most
readable book, American Spiders, by William J. Gertach.

Living in the west, we have, in cur wenderings met some of the more spectacwler
American spiders and have spent many hours taking portraits of them and thoir
amazing habitations. Even the feared Black Widow, when housed betwsen shouots of
clear glass, is a creaturs of beauty, the contrast of glistening bluck and bril-
liant red, the long slender legs so expertly manipulated, zll become rezsome for
study by any one interested in living things. Then, tco, we sometimes find the
homss of Tarantulas and Trapdoor artizans, In summor and f2ll the woodlands zre
strung with the great orb webs of the black and gold garden spidsr. Ope dzy while
at work in the gerden we found the curious little fsllow that locks for all the
world like a bird dropping.

Spiders are not only monstrous, curious or fascinating (as you cheose) to lock
at, but they have some unique and strange ways of ensuring their swrvivzl. Some,
spinning long strands of silk, go ballooning through the air when young, and sC
with the help of the wind are widely dismsrsed. Thsere are more aspiders in the
world than most people imagine. Over 6,000 kinds have been named and probobly even
more remain to be discovered. Numbers of individusle are very great., It has bgam
estimated that some meadows will averege over 64,000, some woodlands over 11,000
spiders per acre. Since they eat flies =nd other insects, splders must be con-
sidered the most important predators in many areas. EFEven more important then the
much vaunted birds. . .

Spiders are not parasites, nor azre any of them vectors of man's éisessss. (ne
of their ancient relatives was probably one of the first crezturec io becomd
adapted to live on land -~ at least it is ths oldest in the fossil rscord to dut?.

Man has found that spiders help not only by killing flissz, but a certein ?raﬂ
spider is effective in the control of bedbugs, others help in the GOttODf?Elﬂﬁ: .
and another specializes on the insects that attack stored grain. In nortna?anhﬁl-
land, the natives eat certain spiders with relish. It is not so long &ggnﬁnﬂt
people wore a live spider in = nutshell hung zbout their necks to ward czz~cqn~h
tagious diseases, Still more recently the practice of slapping ?n “ cobwe; tc‘f§0P
bleeding was a common practice. A trick that achieved its immediate purpose, but
more often than not introduced germs into the wound.

After reading this short article you should be interested in learning more
about these interssting and useful animzls. Besldss the book %rg. Hood re-
fere to the following are excellent:.-"The Life of the Spider:' by Jagn
Henri Fabre. BEvery nature lover should be scqualnted with this or gthors
of ¥abre's books. "The Spider Book," by John Henry Comstock, ths stan-
dard. text and reference book. "About Spiders”, a smll tock of popular
interest by Elaine V. Bmerson. "The Life of the Spider”, by John Cromp-

ton, the most recent of the books about spiders, snd an interestingﬂbook.
. T. .
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MUSIC I NATURE

Thig popular talk by Dr. Loye Miller
iz again availaeble on four 12 inch
vinylite (non-breakable) phonograph re-
cords, with over 50 bird songs and an-
imzl sownds. Dr. Miller informally dis-
cusgze the five elements of music - time,
tone, timber, tune and touch in relation
to bird songs and animal sounds. These
are reproduced by Professor Miller's
vocal and whistled imitations., Dr. Mil-
ler has made fisld studies of scunds in
nature for over fifty years.

A3 TProfessor of Biology at U.C.L.A. he
has long been noted as a scientist,
lecturer and a leader in nature study
groups. The set of fowr disks, seven -
sides recorded, can be purchased for
$7.50 (plus 3% tax) from the Department
of Zoology, University of Californis,
Los Angeles 24. Make checks peyable to
the Ccoper Qrnithalogical Club.

THE NATURE LEADERS wORXSHOP

This has been one of the most success-
ful undertakings of the Soclety for the
past eight years. This year, instead of
being held every week through January,
February and March, meetings will be
held on the second and fourth Thursday
evenings from October through May, with.
no meeting in December. At each meet-
ing besides the illustrated lecture ther
will be tables with exhibits of rocks,
plants, sea-life, insects, birds, rep-
tiles and wammals, and demonstratbtions of
nature handicraft and geme  Full an-
nouncemsnts of the course can be obtainsd
from Mrs. Mary V. Hood, 138 S. Wilten Dr.,
L. A. 4; or from Mrs. Dorothy Bush, 3631
W. 60th Street. L. A. 43.

ADDITIONS TO OUR HEADQUARTERS

The librarian has recently purchased a
copy of the very beautiful Birds of
Arizona., This, as well as the many other
books op birds and nature, can be drawn
out by members and kept for one month,

The Socilety has received from Mrs.
Elizabeth Burell Smith a gift of 25 bird
skins for our study collection. She
has also given & large number of small
mineral specimens to be uged for the
instruction of scouts in Rocks and Min-
erals.,

AN TMPORTANT DISCOVERY

The breeding grounds of the nearly ex-
tinet Whooping Cranes have been sought
for years. Specilal air plane flights
over areas where they were thought to
meet have been made by trained observers,
but without success until this summer.
Two workers for the Fish and Wildlife
Service of the national government flying
over northern Canada in early July found
two adult Cranes in the marshes north of
Great Slave Lake. They circled over the
birds at a low level to obtain photo-
graphs, Now it is hoped that studies
can be wade with a view of increasing
the numbers of these rare birds, that
once were so abundant.




SOME UNAPPRECIATED ALLIES

The Womsn's Section of the Committes on
Bird Protection of the American Ornith.
ologists Union has undertaken as a pro-
ject the education of the general public
on the need of hawk and owl proiection.
They point out that hawks are of infin-
itely greater value in rodent control
than csts, yet a very large nuwber of
gunners, including many "sportsmen", feel
that they are helping in the conservation
of game birds by shooting all hawks they
see. Also tho' most specises of hawks =re
protected in all but a dozen states, the
laws are often ignored, partly bsocause
game vardens are not Informed on the
value of these birds,

Mr. Richard Pough, Chairmen of the
Dept. of Conservation of the Museum of
Natural History in New York, states that
in relatively uwndisturbed wild areas both
game birds and hawks are abundant. He
explains: (1) In such a commumity, air,
s0il and water produce the plant matorial
available for food. (2) This muet feed
all plant saters-.-insects, rodents and
other animals. (3) The flesh-eaters in
turn live on the plant eaters. (4)There
is an additional group of flesh saters
that live on others.

The plents in any area produce rela-
tively the same amount of food each year-
leaves, bark, wood, flowers, seeds. Im-
portant consumers of these are insecis,
rodents, birds. Without balancing face
tors, the insects would consume most of
the available food and any left would
fall first of all to rodents. Birds
would have the last chance. The preda-
tors constitute the balancing factor and
the success of the plant-eating groups
will depend to soms degree on their
ability to escape predators. FEirds with
Tlight, speed and alertness have the best
chance. They do prosper even with a
relatively low reproduction rats. Man
entering this picture destroys the bal-
ance. The gamebirda he wants he fsels
are also wanted by hawks and he de-
stroys both. By this he reduces the
pressure on rodents and inasscts., The
increasing rodents may become predators
and attack birds in their most vwlner-
able spot by destroying eggs of young
in the nest. This means that protsction
of hawks -- gll hawks -~ will help rs
store a balance in which game birds as
well as song birds will increase,

JACKIE
by
Leoti Fizher
He's a young Celiforniz Joy { I
object czlling him = "Sorul" Jeyl.
4s I write this ho iz perched on oy
hand, pecking at the end ¢ an

a
He ¥was picksd up zs a baby some noniihe
agorand givaen to me when ks rroved
too much of a bother for the lzdy who
fouwnd him. Fe has & crirpled oot
but flies well and iz now atteining
hiz zdull plumage. Ee ohiect stran.-
uously to being confined to = eeas,
even a large one, o haz the Treedun
of my house, Fe slescps on ths our.
tain rod in wmy bedroco o
thing in the morning {lles
pillow and singe me a sweet littls
song. (He just nmow put o but

wy ear). When I have my morning cup
of coffee, I must put a zlazs of water
m. He loeves to ait

o the table for b
on my hand while t 3
faucet runs into i Y
from my hand or from the sitreanm of
witer.

Fe - like all jays - 11
things, Peanuts, corn,ch
thing he can Pind, ares LL4d
pillows, in the curtcino, under the
rug and in oiher plucss, IHut whon I
am home he prefers o put them in oy
hair, down my neck, or in my slseve.
He loves to listen to the radilc, sit-

r back near it and sing-
ing with «ll his heart. And z besuti-
g it is, too. He is
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cently ke helpod = guest with whed
sho was eating, Hc can drink cider
from a galleon jug =nd nilk from the
carton., You should see ?
prepare string beane, E abon

busiest bird you could hope o 863

and has worked his way into my heart.

notes of interest for publication in
&
the Tanzger., These will be used s

space allows,



REFORT FROM THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

The Tcllowing is a report reccived from
Mrs, Hezel Lewis in May.

Llong Zactuary trails, lueh growth has
produced a supcrabundance of aphids and
the ledybugs ave doing o good job on
them. The winter's heayy rainfall hese
roised the weter-level so that the
sprinps again are filling the Zanctuary
brooks, where meny water-loving plants
are growing, among them Golden Mimulus
and Watercress. It is intoresting to
note the many shedes of green in the
vegetation berdering the treils.

At present in my little woodland sinc-
tuary, the cafeteria for birdlend diners
is petronized by 22 resident and migrant
spceies, and at least 8 wore visit the
yard end eat elssvhere., Culifornia
Quail ezurry acrozs the crchard wnd
pouse Tor food en route to the Sznctuary,
Californiz Thrashers with hurricd steps
zense the arrivel of mecltime. Avter
flying into & tree near the lurgs fesder,
thoy hop higher snd higher wntil the
food ic thrown out, then dsecend to the
?wmw.'maJ%@,ﬂym gager and
wngry, etand asids or leave whilc =n
Thrasher is ‘ced;nb. Othor species have
tc do this vhen the Jay is around. Over-
head sail Tree Swellows, Rod-bsllied
H"wkc, Crows and Turkcy Vultures, Downy
f.tuﬂLl' Woodpockers czll from the
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wing the hours of early morning and
l;ua «fterncon, the birds £i1l the ailr
witn their songs end calls: Cardinals
whistle from their territories, the
"witchity-witchity-witchity" of the Tule
Yellow Throat is heard from the little
brook, z guy song from a tree top an-
nounces the Block-headed Grossbeck, and
the lovely Russet-backed Thrush ualls
"whit-whit",

How Bezutiful is the Sanctucry in
Springtims)
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Alm: 3tultz reporie on nesting

in the Sanctuary,
;b¢d dve to the arez being disturbed
he bullding of the Whittier Narrows
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TDam and also to a fire =zcross the river,
more birds have nested in the Sanctu“ry
proper than in the last two years.
Cardinals, Black-hsaded Grossbeaks ,Long-
tailed Chats, Song Sparrovs Yellow-
throats, Black-cainned Hummingbirds,
Hooded Oriclee and Mockingbirds have
increased greatly. A pair of Bullock's
Orioles raised a family. One pair esach
of White-teiled Kites, Red-bellied Hawks
and Yellow-hilled Cuckoos nested. Last
yoar there were five neets of Crows,

this ysar only two (one pair rais ed ita
family chiefly on fish from the hatchery).
last year there wers O nests of Trce
Swallows, thisc year but 2."

OBSERVATIONS

Eared Grebes, Venice Marshes; a few
Flegant Terns with a large nunber of
Forester's; Sept. 19 (H)

Bonapart's Gulls, Black Turnstones and
a Surfbird, Balona Cresk Jetty, Sapt. 6
and 13 (Mrs. Dunn)

Willism Lusky reports that a pair of
Weotern Tanagers nested dn Griffith Park
this summer, also o partially albino
Cazlifornia Jay with broad white wing
bats seen frequently.

Mrs. Wait had a male Hooded Oriole visit-
ing her abutilon bush for several days
in early Scptomber, the female more
rerely.

Miss Goeorgia Ware reports Ruby-crowned
Kinglets, Tapia Park, Sept. 1.
Man-o-War Bird over Manhattan Beach Pier
July 17, Miss Marie Terheggen writes.
"Dad and I had an excellent view of this
bird for at least an hour, - it was very
windy and overcast hut the strong wind
did not bother him in his beautiful
Tlight and hovering. He was so close
that we could see him scratch hig head
with his left foot while im {light. He
was a beautiful and graceful bird, the
spread of his narrow wings must have been
about eight feet. DTeople fishing on the
pler sald it was an albatross.”

Watch now -- for returning Goumbel's
Golden-crowned und Chipping Sparrows,
Avdubon Werblers snd Heormit Thrush. At
the chore for Glaucous-winged Gulls,
Wester Grebes and Surf Scoters.
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CALENDAR FOR OCIORER, 1952
(Vietors are welcome at 211 mestings and trips)

Thursday, October 2. AFTERNOON PROGRAM MEETING. Los Angeles Counsy Mussunm,
Exposition Park, 1:30 P.M.
A fine pature moving picture, Aleska's Silver Millicns, will s
shown with the narretive given by Father Hubbard, ths "Glacier
Priest*. Also a review of the Naticnzl Geographic book. Stalk-
ing Birds with z Color Camera will be given by Miss Lets adoms.
It is suggested that many mewbers might iike %o come 2t 18 =nd
heve lunch in the museum cafeteria before the lecture.

Thursday, October 9. THURSDAY EVENING MEETING. Los Angelez County Museum,
from 7 to 9. Joint meeting with the Workshop for Nature Lezders,
Mra. Maybelle DeMzy will telk on "How to Appreciate Reptiles.”
There will also be a ssries of exhibits of nature objects with
guides at each table, also demonstrations of nzture handicraft.
Use the south east corner entrance.

Thursday, October 16. THURSDAY FIELD TRIP. Playz del Rey for ths study of
marsh end water birds. We will greet many birds that have ro-
cently returned from the far north and see others that live with
us 211 year. Take Playa del Rey bus at Subwzy Terminal, 423 So.
Hill Street at T7:45 or 8:35, arriving at Playz del Rey at 5:33 or
9:33. Bird welks start from bus terminal at Playa del Rey.
Linnian Blind, Leadsr.
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Thursday, October 23, STUDY CLASS. Plummer Perk at 10 A.M.
Mr. Scott Lewis will show more of his besautiful pictures, this
time to show the sffects of searthquakes, including the moet re-
cent ones, and will talk on Earthguskes and Men. During the
second hour Mr. George Hastings will tzlk on the Red-ghulted
Flicker and other native woodpsckers,
Take Pacific-Electric--Santz Monicz-West Hollyweod car to Ful-
ler Ave., walk one block west.

Sunday, October 26, FIELD TRIP. To Irvine Purk.
For study of Chaparrel and woodland birds. Ms
trance at ¢ A.M. Bring lunch. Take Highway 1
Boulevard) or 101 to Orange, follow signs to Orsnge an
Park., ILeader Miss Dorothy Groner.

THE SAN CABRIEL RIVER-WIDLIFE SANCTUARY
564 W. Durfee Ave., El Monte - Telephone Forrest C-1872
Mrs. 0. M. Stultz, Director............Mrs. E. Gertrude Weods, Assist&nt'Dir?ctbr
Maintained by the Natiopal Audubon Society, with the cooperation of the Southern
Califormia branches and affiliated sccietles.
Regular field trips and the second Sunday of each month, starting from the entrapce
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at G A.M. Come znd bring your friends. For information call CRestview G-13%





