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LARD NOBODY WANTED

The most dieastrous forest fire in the history of fmerica, 1,280,000 scres
burned, 1500 lives lost, occured in Mearinette County, Wisconsin, in 1871. But
lumbering went on throughout the state in the old and accepted "Cut out and get
out” menner., By the early years of the century parts of the state were in ssrious
difficuliy, the best pine had been cut, most of the remainder was going, sban-
doned lumber cemps and mills were numerous, Marinette County wes especlzlly hard
hit. In 1928 the county board mede an appraisal of the county's condition, OF
905,000 acres more than 400,000 were tex delinguent,- no ocne wanted the tand, An
effort had been made following World War I to convert the cut over land,- much
also burned over - into farms, Hundreds of people started bravely with high hopes
to develop homes and farms. But zoon the thin top soil was exhausted or blown
avay, leaving barren sand, The settlers mostly gave up, scme moved avey, many went
on relief. The county was practically bankrupt; much of the land seemed worikless,
once clear streams were muddy, geme birds and snimels had largely disappeared, What
could be done? The Board decided the only hope was toc "Plant trees..,Put the Pine-
back,”" Against the determined opposition of many who thought the attempt en impos-
sible one, and othersg who thought the land might atlll be farmed, from some who had
& monetary interest - fertilizer manufacturers, makers of agricultural machinery,
largs land owners,- 220,000 acres of abendoned land was blocked ouit z2a = county for-
est and planting of pine started. The land along streams and lake shores was ear-
marked for recreational use, In the Jobless days cf the depression crews of idle
men were put to work in the woods under trained foresters.

Now there is & county forest of 223,000 acres and mors than 20,000,000 pins irses
growing on 12,500 acres of nev plantation, There are also 18 school forest pro-
Jects,;- nearly every high school and meny of the district grade schools have their
forests. Marinette County proved to Wisconsin the scund economics of putting poor
land to work growing forests, Interest In planting wee spread through the state,
The state is planting 480,000 acres, the U.S, Forest Service 1,400,000 and other
counties are pitching in with 2,500,000, Farmers are planting forests cf their own,
in some counties they are setting out over half a million trees each year. Sports-
men finding the young forests improve the streamg and fighing and provide cover for
game have joined the movement, Several large paper companies are wlanting forests
of one thousand acres and more.

With all this Wisconsin is not slipping es a farming end dalry sfate, but mors
than 10,000,000 acres that should never have bea? farmed are going back to groving
trees. The goal for this year is the planting oI kg, 000,000 trees. .

And Marinette County is now receiving over 340,000 & year frem tre?s cu? in thin-
ning operations snd & dividend increasing from year tc year as the troes hfccme
older is expected for an indefinite time in the fuilure, More important,: ihere ere
thousands of acres of beautiful young forests, clear sireams end wooded laks shs?es
with-recreational areas and public camps where only a few years ego wers miles of
fire-blackened stumps on "land nobody wanted.” B -

Selected from an article - Wisconsin's Reblrth of Pins- In Americen Forests

for December, 1950
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ith very grest recret we report the
eath on February 13, of My, W. 7,
lis, & member of long standing
n healih permitted, ne angd W¢s.
g vere remilar attendants ot
ngetings, The simns on the out-
gide of Anduben House 2ndé on the of-
Tize wall were mede and donntsd by
Mr, Willis. Our sincere sympathy 4o
Mreg, Wiliis,
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The Nominating Committee which will
report & slats of efflicers for nsxt
year et our April mesting, consists of
Misgs Leoti Fisher, Missg Clare Pflager
and Miss Marjorie Welther, The commit-
tez will aprreciate suggestions as to
officers from nembers,

M
ik,

Have you noticsd the beautiful photo-
grapn of a Whooping Crane on the cover
of the last Audubon Megazine., IT was
taken by one of cur ovwn members,

My, Don Bleitz,

On the radio program, "Hallmark Play-
house", on the evening of January eﬁth,
James Hilton presented Donald Culross
Feattie's "Wings in the Wilderness."
Gene Plerre Aumoni gave & very convin-
cing performance in the role of the
artist neiurealist, Joln James Audubon,
and Lorraine Tuttle, that of his devot-
ed wife, Lucy,

If you have not already read this out-
standing book, why not borrow it from
our library st Plummer Park. Ask Mrs.
Salmon for it,

From Mreg. Jules Mocabee of Stockton, we
received the following: One morning last
spring I heard my cat ysowling for help.
I ran up the hill and found him trying
t0 help & mother quail herd a covey of
nevwly hatched young up over the curb.
Borrowing a dust pan from & neighbor

We geoocped the baby birds up onto the
parkway in front of her house. The cat
get quietly wetching, making no attempt
to harm the baby dirds, The mother
called her brood and the family moved
safely-away, -~ - — -

From the ELEPATIO, of the Hawaiian Audu-
bon Soclety, January 1952, A clipping
comeg from New Zealand - "Annual war on
deer and goats, The annual slaughter
campalpgn of the Woxious Wild Animals -
Control Operational District to exterm-
inate animal pests which do grave damage
to native faunas and flore and pastures,
resulted in shooting 31,79% deer. In
six years more than 151,000 deer have
been shot," (Note by the editor, Burop-
gen Axis deer were introduced as geme
animals into Wev Zealand pears ago,

Now efforts are being made to introduce
them into Hawail, a move the Hawalian
Audubon Society is righting).




A MID-JULY NATURE WALK IN

ROCKY MOUNTATN NATIONAL PARK
At eix o'clock one morning in July,
Dorothy Groner, Christine Blelfegldt and
I joined = party led by Ranger Beidel-
men ai Fern Canyon, a most attractive
place for nature lovers, The beautiful
mountain stream comes. tumbling.down
over boulders through a narrow canyon
in a forest of lodgepole pine, elders,
agpens, Douglag fir and some handsome
Colorado blue spruce on which were in- -
teresting prickly galls much like tiny
Chrigtmas tree ornaments. The strean
wag bordered by mossy banks with brack-
‘en and large blue columbines., Along
the trail to the "Pool", our objective,
wers masgges of fragrant deep pink wild
rosey, purple clematis, lovw ninebark
ghrubs covered with white blossoms,
¢lumps of airy galium, dainty white nor-
thern anemonles; pink blossomed squaw
currants, pine bog pyrolas; and a red
wood 1ily with head held erect and many
other flowers and grassges.

‘The =songe of the olive-backed thrush,

. ruby and golden-crowned kinglets, chick-
adees, western warhling vireos, Aundu-
bon's and McGillivary's warblers filled
the air, The ranger and the Easterners
were excited at seeing the Audubons,
while we Californians were exultant
over the, to ue, rarer McGillivarys,
abundant there. A broad-tailed humming-
bird perched atop & dead snag, showing
his roasy red throat as he looked sbout
for insects in the air and darted after
them, Red-naped sapsuckers fed young in
a nest hole, house wrens were nesting
too, red-shafted flickers and long-
crested jays made thelr.presence known.
Violet-green swallows, white-throated
svwifts and Clark's nutcrackers vere
seen over the cliffe on the opposite
side of the canyon,

When we reached the "Pool" we sat down
on the huge boulders across the stream
from the ledge where the ousels were
nesting and watched the busy parents
feeding three babies with gaping yellow-
lined bills. A young boy in the party
who wanted to take everything home with
him, found a porcupine under our boul-
der. No, he did not grab it but chased
it away so we only had a glimpse of it
as it lumbered up the hill. A garter
sneke was caught by the ranger and in
gpected with interest before being re-
leased, '
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1 MC GEE #

About the end of May Aunt Ellie brought
us two young black-billed magpies, intend-
ing to teke them to 3an Lois Obispo later,
At the time she left, however, one of the
birds refused to come down from the high-
est walnut tree,- and we had "Maggie" on
our hands, This noisy, black and white
rascal goon captivated the hearts of the
neighborhocd. We quickly decided that "Mc
Gee" better fitted this feathered friend,
for no female could be ao cocky, strut,
"swear " or scold as much as he did. Yet
at times he wag ag affectionate and love-
able as & puppy. JDuring these moments
his usual raucous voice was transformed
into soft gurgling sounde deep down in his
throat, He acgquired guite a vocabulary
during the suwmer and we could understand
him when he gaid “"Sure," "Magzie," "Hi,"
0. X." and "Gosh."

He ate practically anything, but prefer-
rod meat. When McGee had eaten enough he
acoumlated a beakful and hid 1t for future
use, We often found his snacks falling out
of patio pillows, knitting that had been
laid aside and other inappropriete places,
At the end of the summer we fook him to
Jjoin his sister in San Tois Obispo, There
he lived with Aunt Ellie out on the ranch,
and followed her all over the place., He
would have nothing to de with the native
yellow-billed megpies. One day he found
a hole in the gcreen of one of the windows
and came into the house. He kept doing
this but Aunt Ellie decided he really be-
longed outdoors and so repaired the sc¢reen.
Soon afterwards there vwes a terrific
racket ontside and she thought the dogs
were after him., Fo sir! He was 0.K,,but
clinging to the screen that had been
mended, saying all the magpie svwear words
he could think of,

But his story is nevw ended. He used to
roost high in a trec close to the house.
One night he came in through a door left
open for the dog, She put him out, back
in his tres. HNext morning he was gone.
Aunt Ellle thinks a great horned ovwl got
him, Perhaps?

Froie Smith, Instructor at Camp Norden

Three days later we went back to this
lovely spot to enjoy its beautly more leis-
urely. This time & violet-green swallow
vaa the star performer, He posed on a
branch In the sun close to us ghowing to
perfection the shimmering green dack and
the white of the face encircling the eye.

Ruby Curey



WHAT'S GONE ON I THE SOCIETY

The field trip of January 17 wes can-
rcelled tecause of rain, but five members
met anyWey in MacArthur Perk., Among the
birds ssen in the lake vwere Western and

Esred Grotes, Farallon and Brendt's Cor-
morsnts, Americen Egret, Pinteil, Shoveller,
Ruddy snd Canvasback Ducks, Californis,
Ring-hilled and Herrmenn's Gulls, and, of
couras, Coots., One of the Herrman's Gulls,
& beautiful adult, hed 8 broken wing.

The Ftudy Class on Januery 24 met in
Plusmmer Perk., Mr, W. Scott Levwls showed
yodachrome slides to indicate the relation
of water to forests and the effects of for-
gat on water supply. Then followed ple-
tureas of the five-needled pines, with trees
in typical heditet, and details of the
trunks, leaves and conss, Mr, Nelson,
Supserintendent of the Sante Anita Aboretum,
gpoke of the development end plans of the
Lrvoretun, lnviting & vislt from the Sog-
tety, Mr, ¥, Dan (uattleboum gave a talk -
on Bparrovwz, illustratinhg his desgcriptiocns
of our natlvse species by showing mounted
birds and prepared skina.,

At the Thursday efternoon program meet- -
ing of Februsry 7 we were fortunate in ses-
ing two fine films shown by the courtesy
of ths Standard 0i) Compeny. The first of
thegs showed the water cycle, from evapor-
ation from the surface of the earth, the
formation of clouds to precipitation in
varicus forms. Water in various natursl
bodles and its importance to raizing crops
was shown, The second film showed the
ninety dey edventures of a young coupls
and thelr elght and five year old chil-
drzn in the wilds of Alagka, They were
landed on one lake and picked up three
months later on anothsr in the Klondike
reagion. FPacks weighing eighty, sixty,
eight and six pounds respectively vere
carried, After food supplies gave out
they lived off the land. At the end of
ths period they were all in good health,
The parents had enjoyed wilderness exper-
iences before and wanted their children
to enjoy the sams advantages,

Birds in Griffith Park- Jan. 15 to Feb,
Downy & Calif, Woodpeckers, Road Funner,
Sherp-ghinned, Cooper's & Red-tziled Hawks,
Celif, Thrasher singing, Gamtel's, Golden
Crowned Sparrows, Oregon Junco, Oresn-
backed Goldfinch, many Robing & Waxwings
but numbers decreasing, --Wm. Lasky
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30NG SPARROW 30NG

When sleeping streams begin to stir
And throw agide their blankets

411 up end down the leafless dell,
I hear a gay antiphonal --

"Oh, sing end sing and sing,
Ye merry birds of spring.”

When apple blossoms scent the air,
And tulip beds are glowing,

On every hand the wild birds call:
To me the sweetest sgong of all

Is, "Sing and sing and sing,
For now indeed it's spring.”

When grain fields turn from green to gold
Beneath the skies of summer,

From dawn to dusk, the whole day long,

A cheerful sparrovw sings hig song --

“"Oh, sing and sing and sing,
It can't be always spring.”

When antumn fires are all burned out,
And winter's in the offing,

The challenge comes 10 us once more,
As brown birds sing it o'er and o'sr --

"0Oh, sing end eing and sing,
For soon it will be spring."

A SONG SPARROW SINGS

I vell my eyes and bow my head
And vainly try to pray.

But I forget the litany,

And all the countless benefits
I should be grateful for.

I'm sure that God must understand

My weariness to-day,

And vwhy 1t is I just give thanks,
Thet hour by hour, a brown bird sings
Outside my open door.

Two poems by Mary H, Beam

The blind lady of whom we wrote in the
Tanager in January,

A bird's song contains a clew to its
life and establishes a sympathy, an un-
derstanding between itself and the lis-
tener,

~--John Burroughs



FEPCRET FROM THE SAN GABRILL
FIVER WILDLITE 3ANCTUARY
Jepuary reins rmede lekes of our fields

and a raging tovrent of the San Gabriel
River, We could hear tie river grinding
rocie together to meke 301l which greatly
interssted our school children, During
-he rain three trees fell in +he Sanctu-
ary, ine ¥rook znd ponds filled with water

+he clouds ve could hear the
"‘ld oy of thne Red-bellied Hawk, seeming
to be pert of the storm itself. These
hewks stariszd nest building in the top
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and high

of & tall Coitonwood the first week in
January, Aas e tridbute to their skill, the

nest ig still intact,

Wild grape vines are the dominant plants
furnishing food and shelter, Birds and
small memmals have fed all winter on the
dried grepes, Thoussnde of Robines and
Ceder Wexwings have taken thelr share =nd
there are plenty leit. The hright red
gtems of the Creek Dogwood gave color to
the woods all winter, and their small
white frults were greatly relished by
Thrashersg, Mockingbirds and Cardinals,

The warm veather brought out swarms
of ineects, large and emsll, White-throat-
ed Swifts were flying low over the tree
topa, Cedar Woxwings, Audubon Werblers ang
NO"ki«g‘i“ g ocut~ dla the Black Phosbes in

geoet control, he Anna's Hyrmingbird
wt had been alrgzng and Ilylng high in
?s nuptial fligr* the last two weeks,
£ wooing, to be-
effi:ien« gnauca+ cher,
are zerifnw gagerly on the pale
the wild goosherry after
f ﬂa%'erlpg pollen from the catkins
on our willows, The "pu551as appearsd
garly this yeasr on the willows.

The Monarch, Mourning Cloak and VWest
Coast Lady have appsared in large numbers,
t night the frog chorus snd scoreech

owl proclain "it is spring!”
-~Alms Stultz

On Feb, 7 and every
day since, f{locks of Lawrsnce's Gold-
finches flyinz over, smaller flocks
dropping infto the gerden to fee=d on
gvect alyssum geed. They announce
their presence by tinkling notes like
little glass bells clinking togethoer,

Finches, Sparrovs:

(Curry)

ORSERVATICNS .

Herons: American Bittern, Fleya del Rey
Jan, 20 (Curningham); Bittern caught
and banded, then released, Sanctuary,
(Pyle); 2 American Egretc at temporary
lake sbove flood control dam in Sen
Gabriel River, end of Jan. (I. Rogers)

Ducks snd Geese: 11 large flocks of geoeas
following foothills from Monrovie to-
ward Pssadena (I. Rogers); Black
Brandt, Whlte-winged Scoter, 3urf
Scoter, Readhead, Cinnamon Teal, Leg-
ser Scaup, Ruddy, Gadwall, Playa del
Rey, Feb, 9 (Hewkins and Dobson),

Hewks: Several small flocks of Turksy
Vultures passing north over Ssnctuary,
Jan, 27 (Hewkins), lerge migrating
flocks, Feb, 5, Monrovia (Rogers);
Bald and Golden Eagles, Ferruginous
Rough-leg Hawk, "Point Mugu, Jan, 28
(Kent); 2 White~tailed Kites, Playa
del Rey, Jan, 20 (Cunningham);? near
Long Bsach airport, Dec., 23, 2 pair
et Sanctuary (Stoltz).

Rail: 3Sora Reil in lumber yard in S.M.
alive one day, found dead next, Feb,

5 (Cunningham),

Gull: Glaucous at Playa del Rey mershes,
Jan, 20, @o buey pulling something
from mud in the road that a car stop-
ped within 15 feet and occupants
watched-for some time (Hestings).

Owls: Long-eared high in trees, S.M. Jan,
27 (Wm. Bro); Short-eared, Playa del
Rey, Jan. 20 (Punningham), Point
Mugu, Jan, 28 (So'west Bird 3tudy Club)

Doves: VWhite-winged in yard in Whittier
for past 3 mos, left for week, returned
with matc, Jen, U4 (E.M. Pencin) The
pair banded, Feb, 11 (Bill Hawkinsg),

Roadrunner: on a Santa Monica street near
ocean, very tame, Jan, 24 (Wm.Bro).

Townsends Solitare: 3 in Monrovia Canyon,
Teb, 5 and 6 (Rogers)

Robinst Large flocks at Sanctuary and else-
where, individuals from many places,

Phainopspla: 1 male, Sanctuary, Jan.26.

Hooded Oriole: Los Angeles, Feb, 10(Groner)

Waxwings: “"Dozens gobbling up pyracantha

berries, My bush ig stripped but I am

glad I did not use them all for vhrlstmas.
Long Beach (Mrs, Esther Lampe)

Warblers: Myrtle feeding on Opuntia frui.

daily in late Jan, Redondo Beach (Shuart)

in Senctuary, Feb, 11 (Hawkins)

Calaveras feeding on Toyon fruit Jjust out-

side window, watched from very short dis~
tance~ all markings observed. Redondo
Beach, Jan, 19 (Shuart).



r0 ALL AUDUBON MEMBERS i

The Los Angeles Audubon Society, Inc., has en active program to promote the study
and protection of birds and other wildlife, plants, soil, and water. Besides lec~
tures, study groups, ond field trips, there are projects of specirl interest, and
committees that carry on the full nctivity of the Society. ¥ey 1 teke this oppor-
tunity to invite each of you to lend your help to some of these sectivities? Flease
lot me ¥mow how much time you caen devote and which sctivity on the enclosed checke
list appeals to you moste Then sign and return this list to me, and I shall be hep~-
py to give your name %o the proper chairmsn and help you get strrted with the work.

Maybelle Delny, President
504 Enst Onk Street
El Segundo, Californin

THE CONSERVATION CHAIRMAN needs folk who will make n study of a eurrent problem
and help keep him and the Society abrenst of deveolopments, such as: The
development at Hanson Damg The dovelopment ot Whittier Farrows; The
proposcd development and sanctuary at Playn del Rey yacht harbor.

THE PUBLICITY CHAIRHAN needs news items of interost to the downtown papers, ond
help in distributing publieity moterials.

THE AFTERNOON PROGRAM CQMMITTEE needs help with meeting the speakers and sotting
up the auditorium at the Los Angeles County Fuscum.

THE EDITOR OF THE TANAGER necds articles on comservntion and cbservations of
bird and animal aetivitye.

THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE needs qualified spenkers to spenk ond show slides
to youth end adult groups. :

THE YOUTH ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE neoeds morc assistance with the Junior Audubon
program and to conduct field trips with young people.

IF YOU HAVE SECRETARIAL OR BOOKKEEFING EXPERIENCE, there arc times when the sec-
retarias, the treasurer, and the rogistraor would be glad of assistance.

THE CURATOR could use some holp with the apnual inventory.

THE HISTORIAN nceds folk to watch for published nows items, snd to holp report
the aetivitios of the Society.

THE HEADQUARTERS COM'ITTEE would epprecisto nssistanes in furnishing and deco-
rating Audubon House at Plummer Park, and in the sewing of curtnins.

THE LAURA GREELY EDUCATIONAL FUND COLIITTEE neeods telented nand qunlified psople
to present tho aims and program of the Society in the sclicitation of funds for
oducatimal projects.

THE SALES COMMITTEE needs salesmon and -women to help at the varicus meetings of
the Society snd 4o fill orders thet come by mail, nnd for transportation.

THE OUTDOOR PROGRAL CHAIRMAN necds people to holp leed, %o arrenge transporta-
tion, and to seout field trips.

Signature

Address
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH, 1952

The public is invited fo the following meetings snd trips.
Information regarding any of them ey be obiained by

THURSDAY, Merch 6, Afternoon Program Mesting, Los AnﬂGWP
Park, 1:30 P.M. Mr, Edward P, Terry will show wol
gardceng taken last summer., Interspersed with thes
most heautiful gardens will be othsr subjscis whlﬂ*
one interested in Buropsan travel

WEDNESDAY, March 12. Evening Program Meelting, I.,A,

County Mussum, eontrones at 3,E,
cornexr, 7:30 PM. (The mseum will be open vt T to give opportunity for &x
ing the specimens before the program). DENIZENS OF THE DESERT, an 2ouount of
lizards and snakes and other 1ify forms of the desert. Tllustratsd by colors
slides and llve specimens, Mrs., Moybelle DeMay HEmpatend (074
THURSDAY; Merch 20, PField trip to GRIFFITH PAFE, snter at Fern Tall entrance, Toks
bus on Western Ave, to end of line. Thnosw going in itnelr own tars ars asked
to be at the corner of Western and Ruasell Ave. {one block nerth of 1lywond
Blvd.) at 9:30 to help those coming by bus to the perk, Dring lunch, Lender
Mr, ¥W. 3cott Lewis, Mreinster 1-720%

SUNDAY, March 23, Field trip to 3AN BERVARDINO WARM SPRINGS 3
the trip postponed from January 13), We will be guasis
Andubon Scciety. Mest at the entrance to the Ssnciuvary, 1100 South E Stve@t
3an Bernardino at 10 A.M. (The entrance is ome block soutk of 1
County ¥air Grounds), DPring lunch, Lovely wildlife picturss v
the afternoon. Leader Mrs, Ira W, ¥Wissler of ths 3sn Bernardin
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THURSDAY, March 27. 3tudy Class., This month the class will me
River Wildlife Sanctuary as the guests of Mrs. Stvliz. 1
will discouss birds of the Thrush Femily, Tollowlns a wal
and lunch Mrs. Enid Micheel will talk on the Aesthetis 3%
effort will be made to Ffurnisi tranaporiation, Thosge who
thelr cars for others, and thosa nasding 2 place in a uvar
Mrs. May Wait, 8372 Dicks 3t., Hollywood Y6, 'phone CRest

Merch 20,

SAN GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCIUARY

&6 N, Durfee Ave., El Monte Telephone ¥
Mrs. 0. M, Stultz, Director Mrg, B. Gerirude Voods

o
Meintained by the Neotional Audubon Society with the coopsration
fornia brancheg and affiliates,

Regnler field trips the second Sunday of ssch month, starting from the entrance at
9 AM., led by Pat Gould and Bill iawkins,





