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THIS IS A ROBIN YEAR

All of us have noticed unusual numbers of Robins this winter and have probably hed to
apgwer inquiries from our nelghbors hs to where they came from, and why. ZILocal papers
have had articles or letters about them, indicating & very general interest, One call
wag for information as %o how to get rid of them because they were sating all the red
berries! Mrs. Stultz reported over 2000 Robins bathing in a stream in the Sanctuary
on October 31, and large numbers ever since, Ohe has had so many 'phone calls that
she kept a record of places from which they came and in two weeks listed twenty towns
or cities of our area, Ths most reported to her were from Palos Verdss~ several
thousand ,

But while this is noteworthy it is not without precedent. Oupr Christmas Count this
year lists 3316 Robing, more than of any other bird except the Wiilet. But in 1945
when the total of all birds seen was only about helf the number this year, there were
2649 Robins. That winter, as this, meny people were greatly excited ebout the influx,
In other years since a report of the Christmas Count has been published the numbors
have uwsually been less than 100,

Dawson in his Birds of California says the Robin is resident in swmmer in cocl moun-
tain climates, - the Transition and Canadian Life Zones - up to the limit of tree
growth, In winter it is an irregular vigitor fo lower areas, often excessively numer-
ous, the numbers seeming to be dependent on the availsbility of berries and other food.
He states that gsometimes they invade orchards of ripening olives by tens of thousands
and wreck havoc. "And of course Robine eat bugs, oodles of them, besides thousand.
legs, sow bugs, snails and angle worms," .

The Western Robin is the same species as the Eastern, but a subspecies, diffcring irenm
the latter in glightly paler color and having no white tips tc the outer tail feathers,
Still another subspecies, the Northwest Robin is darker and often has soms whits on

the ends of the tail feathers, The Eestern Yobin is occasionally reportsd from Cel-
ifornia, but it is doubtful if such reports are correct. Ths eastern bird hes & much
wider range than ours, spreading across the ezstern and central states, across Canada
and up to north-western Alaska. In its migration sounthward, the birds thet spent the
gsummer in Alaske,travel east, then south along the Mississ;ppi val}ey, Eo t@e Gulf,

It is poesible that at times some of these birds come south to wesitern Washlngton and
Oregon, where they have been reported. It may be that some of these may continue sopth
into Celifornia, though this is not at all probabie.

The changes in the scientific name of the Robin are interesting, Nemed by Lin?aeus
in 1766 Turdus migratorius - the migrating thrush,~ tis neme was changed in 1844 to
Merula migratoria, in 1910 this neme was found to be untenable and the Robin becene
Plancsticus migratorius. Recently the powers that be heve decided that it muast &0 bgck
where it started, so again it is Turdus migratorius., Our Vestern Robin has o varietial
neme ndded and is Turdus migratorius propinguug, which apparently mekes it the Near
Migrating Thrush. 4nd of course ite common name is a mistake.. Egrly se;ilers_thcught
it resembled the English Robin Redbreast, go gave it that neme, though the Engiish'
Robin is a emaller and redder bird, also of the thrush family, '
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" WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
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The GULL of the Golden Gete Audubon
Society reports that on a field trip
to Lake Merritt they saw a mele Pintail
Duck in the rare waterfowl pen, that
had been bsnded at the Lake in 1328
and recapiured this fall, That means
the duck is at least 23 yeare old, a
remarkable age for a bird subjsct to
the dangers from hunters every winter
ag well as the common dangers all wild
birds must face.

Crescenta

The MEADOWLARK of the San Bernardino
Valley Auduben Society reporis that

on January lst flve Wood Ducks were

gesen on Fairmont Lake.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

This will be the first year tbat election

of officers of the Society will be in
accordance with the revised by-lavs., Men-
bers should read these in the Yearbook.The -
Nominating Commitiee 1s appointed in Jan-
uary, reports in April, election will be

in Msy, elected officers will be installed
in June and assume office in July. One :
member of the nominating committee is to

be elected by the Society at the progream
meeting, February 7.

Members are urged to send esuggestiona for
officers to the chairman of the nominating -
committes, Mis Leoti Fisher, 3562 No.
Flgueroa St,, Los Angeles 31, before
April, : Maybells De May T

REPORT OF THE SANCTUARY FOR 1951
The Ban Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary
has become an acknowledged resource for
Congervation Education in Los Angeles Co,
Observation of plants, enimals, birds,
insects and soil 1s a new and exciting
experience to most adults gg well as to
children,
This past year 10,423 people have regis-
tered for a total of 178 conducted 2-3
hour field trips and 83 museum talks,
Of this number 386 were teachers in In-
Service~Training classes, 1,243 were
Scouts, and elementary school children
from city and country districts account
for moat of the reetl.
The Nature Mussum has grown to 26 living
displays in addition to the still exhi-
bits, Mammels, reptiles, insects, fresh-
water and marine life are included.
Extenslion work by the Sanctuary staff
included promoticn of Scrsem Tours, and
Audubon Camp and information on all Branch
activities in the area., Natlional Audubon
displays have been set up for School Fairs,
the Los Angeles County Recreational Con-
ference, and the L. A. County District
Science Teacher's Workshaop.
4s of Januayy let, 1952, the Sanctuary
will be closed Sundays and Mondays instead
of Mondays and Thursdays. However, the
second Sunday Field Trip for the public
will be continued with Pat Gould and Bill
Hawking as leaders. All other field trips
are by appointment only. The museum ig
open to the public from 2 to 5 P.M,, ex-
cept Sundays and Mondays and you are
cordially invited to come.
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" HIGHT SCHOOL CONSERVATION CLASSES

Two adult classes in Conservation of
Netursal Resources are scheduled for the
spring semester; one at Pasadena City
College, the other at Hollywood High
School. Both classes will begin on
February 6, at 7 P,M,., and are open to
anyone interested,

The Pasadena class will meet in Room

233, Center Euilding, Pasadena City
College. The instructor will be Rodney.
Ellsworth, Thirteen ssssions, ten in the
classrocm, three in the field are planned,
The clasges will run from 7 to 9 on
Wednesdays.

The Class at Hollywood High will meet

in reom 135, Science Building, with a
gimilar program, Mr, Moore will again

be the teacher, -
Thess classes are a result of the plo-
neer clasa last semester at Hollywood
Evening Sechool, With Richard Moore as
instructor, this group began weekly
sesglons last October, devoting two hours
sach evening to commentary, motion pic-
tures, and discitssion of varioug phasges
of conservetion, Two field trips were
conducted,

ANV EXAMPLE OF SOIL AND WATER DEPLETTON
In a recent publication of the National
Park Service - A Survey of the Recrea-
tional Resources of the Colorado River
Basin, are glven many examples of the
degtruction of soil and wildlife due to
careless e¥ploitation, Here is one
case..."Those who are familiar with the
bare, dry, sandy bed of the present in-
termittent Banta Cruz River at Tucson,
in the heart of the Arizona Deserti,
will find it hard to VBelieve that prior
to 1776, water there was so abundent
that travellers somstimes had to wait
glx weeks before i1t was possible to get
horses across its marshy expense,...
Tucson was egtablished,..bscause of the
abundance of wood, water and meadowland
at that time. Where there is now only
powder-dry desert, the grass once grew
as high as the head of a man on horse-
back, The river bottom then was densely
forested with giant mesquites..,The re-
gion teemed with quail and doves...
About 1800 the valley was denuded of its
mesquite forest, The beaver vwere trapped
out and their dems destroyed. With the
disappearance of the vegetation, the -
wildlife that depended on it also van-
ished." Thie has been repeated in naarly

every other mesquite valley of the
Sonthwest,

The SANDERLING, bullstin of the Monterey
Peninsula 3Society states that ﬁistxing
Swana appear ezch year in the Moss Lend-
ing district, Thic year they are in
Jengen Slough, the mature birds purs
white, the cygnets flscked =nd crowdes
with gray. They give an account of the
swans' habits, then a note on the rezent
increase in the number of Trumpster Swans,
There is more about these latier birds

in the Janvary number of the BULLETIN OF
THE MASSACHUSETTS AUDUBQON SOCIETY, from
which we guote ~ "The annuerl cenaus re-
veals a nationsl populetion of 535 Trume
peter Svwans, the highesi count in seven-
teen yeors, 159 more then Iast yeor
end 462 more than in the 1low yeer
of 1935, The Trunpeter Swan, like
the American Bison was & wictim of civile
ization encroaching upon its wilderness
habitat. The reatoration program which
began in 1935 came barely im time to save
the birds from destruction, Lforte in
pregerving this largest water-fowl in the
United 3tates have centered around Red
Rock Lakes Wildlife Refuge in Montans,
near Yellowstone Netionwl Fnork, estabe
lished to preserve thig bird, Birds
have been trensported from here to other
refuges in Oregon and Nevada and 1o the
Wetionel Elk Refuge in Wyoming, Incresses
were reported in esll ihese flocks this
year," Canada has also been active in
protecting these swans end authorities
egtimnte that there are now about 700 of
them, "The Truppeter Swon is & rugged
bird, spending the rigorcuc Cannde win-
terg in arcas where the only open water
ig that created by the swiftest rapids.™

The WHITTIER OBSERVER in the January mam-
ber gives some of the highlights of the
Big Beer Christmas Bird Count, orgenized,
as for yeers past, by Mr. J. H, Comby, A
beautiful Buld Eagle wes seen soaring
over the lakc, Lester s Golden Eagls
circled over the mountain tops, ihen
winged his vay to the vnlley vhere the
sbeervers were, and perched on the top
of & tall trge. An Americen Rough-leg
Howk was Sbeﬂ) and one tiny Ruby-crowned
Kinq]ex - at an altitude of 7000 fest,
when the regt of his clen wers wintsring
in B lower and milder area,
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WHAT'S GONE COK IN THE SOCIETY

Remember to save the first Thursday of
the moenth for our program meetinges in
Exposition Perk.

At the meeting on January 3, Mrs, DeMay
gave & very interssting report of ths
Raticnal Convention in New York., At the
cenvention she told the delegates of
some of the outatending work of our
gociety. It is unfortunate that g1l of
our mémbers do not hesr of the work done
by other societies. Following Mrs.
DeMay'a report 2nunusunl motion picture,
illustrating an Indien legend ~ The Loon's
Necklaze - was ghown. All the characters
in the picture wore moaks cerved for
coremonilial use by northern Indians.

Mrs, Hood told us that Mr. Jean Delacour,
one of the world's greatest ornithologists
hes been appointed diresctor of the Los
&ngeles County Musesur, Thie is good
news to =il interested in secicnce.,

The svening meeting of Jonuary 17 was
the first Joint meeting of the Soclety
and the Feture Leaders' Workanop., Mr,
Boland Roazp chose for the toplc of his
address, "Let's Go Afield," He stressed
the fact that we can get Trom our field
trips only as much as we put into them.
His fine kodachrome 3lides tzken on his
trips into the High Sierrss and Reckles
were selected to ghow the relation of
cleuds to croves, rivers and glaclers,
And the sesociations of birds and mammals
with plent habitste determined by the
amount of woter. Beyond tho kmowledgs
we gain on trips afield is an =4ded Joy
in living, :
After the address there was opportunity
to study the special exhibits of sea-
ghore life, rocks,birds, nature handi-
crait, books and pamphlets and a living
armidiiloc., Also sn exhibit from the
Agquarium Socletly.

Our two fiegld trips for the month had
to he cancelled becauaze of rein.

On Fridey, the 1l%tn of Descembsr, our
first evening Christmas party was held
et Marjorie Walther's home in 3an Fer-
nando., About twenty-five of our members
enjoyed games and refreshmsnts. Thers
wag carol singing with Mrs, Besbe at

the piano and Leoti Pisher a2nd Maybelle
DeMey playing guitars,

OBSERVATIORS

Grebes: Holboell's, Bolsa Chica, Dec., 13
(Stultz), 5 at Plays del Rey, Jan. 10,
(Hastings); Bered, MacArthur Park,
(Curry); Pied-billed, MacArthur Park,
Jen, 5 (Pettit)}, near Sanctuery,
(Gould, Hawkins)

Herons: Americen Egret, MacArthur Park,
Jan, 5 (P); Americen Bittern, Playa
del Rey, Jan. 7, {(Xent), near Sanc-
tuary (G. & H.)

Ducks: Gadwell, near Senctuery (G, & H.)
Wood Duck, Lincoln Park (C.); Americen
Golden~-Eye, male and female, Upper
Newport Bay, Jan. 2 (Arnold Smell);
Buffle-head, Bolsa Chica, Dec, 13 (8);
Playa del Rey, Jan. 7 (X).

Florids Gallinule: Lake Land Fishing
Ponds, near Sanctuary, (G. & H.)

Sore and Virginia Rails, Fishing Ponds,
algo Wilson's Snipe (G. & H.)

Murrelet: from Huntington Park Pier,
Arnold Small saw 1 Xantus, 1 Marbled,
5 Ancient.

Kite: White-tailed, Sanctuary, Dec, 27
(8), Playa del Rey, Jan. 7 (K)

Swift: White-throated, Sanctuary Dec. 27
(S); Horned Larks on same day (S),

Nuthatch: Slender-bdilled, Eagle Rock,
Dec. 18, (¢)

Oricle, Hooded, female, MacArthur Park,
Jen, 2 (Hoffman),

Grossbeak: Evening, in Los Angeles yard,
Dec. 16 (McCune).

Tenager; Cooper's a female caught in o
water trap in Santa Monica and banded,
(W, Lasky). A very rare find,

Sparrows: Lark and Lincoln's, Sanctuary
Dec, 27 {S). ' B .
Shufeldt's Oregon Junco, on feeding
ghelf in city, Jan. 7 {McC),

Seen in Griffith Park, Dec, 15 to Jan. 15
Road Runner, Anna's Hurmingbird, Calif,
Woodpecksr, Bush Tit, Plain Titmouse,
Calif. Thrasher, Hermit Thursh, Western
Bluebird, Oregon Junco. {William Lasky)

On Jan, 17 a huge Covneir B-36 bomber
cruising in for a landing on Lindberg.
Field in San Diego ran into & large flock
of gulls, After the pilot brought his
blg craft to a safe landing workers found

62 dead birde in large holes in the wingg

and in air vents.



&" BIRD COUNT FCR 1921

Tt *he 18th Uarisimes Count for the Los Zznele5 fadubon Secciety, the 52nd for the
Het fudubon Socioty,
The wez teken on Sundny, December 30 by 8% observers working in 37 prrties, with
2L sounting in their noms yards. The territory was the same clrcle with 2 Tif-
teen mils diemeter s3 in other yesrs, Including res Ldunt*al arees, tushy slopes; reser-
volr mmd zolf oiar‘grounds, merehes =nd seeghiore, The day ves raiA" Wwith short inter-
vale of sunshine and moderzte to sirong vinds,
The totnl perty hours was 27L; the party miles 1 114 on feoot, 687 by car.
¥rs, Carcline Dougherty, who orgsnized cur first count snd hems tzken charge in the
pnat, wos urnble to take chargs this year, but helped Mr. Rober+ Pyle plan the count,
1 ftr 27 Red-throated 2 DOVES: Mourning 458; Chiness 3potted 2%1,
midentified 6, Ringed Turtle 139, ROAD RUNWMNER 1,
GE Ho 1%; Beved 84 Western OWLS: Barn 2; Horned 2; Short-eared 1.
£4r Pigd-billed 20. TMVMINGBIRDS: Black-chinned 1 (seen regu-
34E 1 fer out to identify sp. larly at Ie»d ng station); Annaz 125,
PEL;?RA %, BT0: Brown Pelicen 51; Farsllon  KINGFISHER 6. )
Corrorent 1¥; Brandt's 1;Bsirds 1, WOODPECKERS: Red-shafted ¥Flicker 163; Cal-
HEROHS: Grent Blue 18; lmerican Egret 28; ifornie 1; Red-breasted 3apsucker 2;
Snowy Bgret 38 Greon Heron 4 Red-naped 2;Downy 2; Nuttall's 7,
inck-crowned Hight Heron 63. FLYCATCHERS: Black Phosbe 128; Sey's 6.
GEESE, DUCKS: Blnck Brent 1; Gedwall 2; JAY, CRQYW: S3teller's 1; Celifornia 302;

e pry
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Dﬁ Snowr Plover 7; Killdesr 50,
Ela:k bellied Plover 554; Swef-bird
3€; Puddy Turnsione 1; Black Turn-
gtons 32; Long-billed Curlev 2,
Hudgonian Curlev 9; Spotted 3and- -
piper 4; Willet £623; Grester Yel-
lowlegs 1; Lenst Sun piper 13; Ked-
becked 3andpiper £54; Dowitcner 365
Western Sandpiper 128; Godwit 287;
Sanderling 416; fvocet 1€5; Black-
n:-“uﬂ Stilt %.
Al T“IRS: Glaucous-ving
tern 234 Jerring 30 o
3762 Hing-billed rt-billed
; s 123;
Fo restar' Tern 22,

Crow 17.

TITMOUSE, TITS, ETC; Mountain Chickades 1;
Plain Titmouse 42; Bush~tit 653;
Cresper 1;Wren-tit 268;House Wren 10;
Bewick's Wren 2%2;Cactus Wren 1; Msrsh
Wren 7; Canyor Wren 1; Rock Wren 1.

MOCKINGRBIRD, ETC: Western Mockingbird 399;
California Thrasher 10Y; Robin 3316;
Hermit Thrush 110,

GNATCATCHER, ETC: Blue-gray 17; Golden~

crowned Kinglet 4; Ruby-crowned 61;
Pipit 208;Cedar Waxwing 260;3hrike 15.

VIREC, WARBLERS: Hutton's Vireo 10; Orange
crowned Wartlesr 9; Audubon's 2145;
Townsend's 6; Yellow-throat 7;
Wilson's 1,

ENGLISH 3PARROW: 1146,

MEADOWLARK, ETC: Meadowlark 402; Red-
winged Blackbird 18Y4; Tricolored 2;
Brewer's 1993; Cowbird €; Oricle,
Hooded (7) 1,

FINCHES, SPLRROW3: Black-headed Grosbeak 1;
Purple Finch 228; Ceassin's Purple 4;
House 2860; American Goldfinch 51;
Green~backed 25Q; Unidentified
Green-talled Towhes 1; Spotted 98;
Brown 720; Savanneh Sparrow 60;
Grasshopper 12; Lark 51; Rufous-
crowned 2, Slate-colored Junco 1;
Oregon L0l; Chipping Sparrow 199;
Gembel's Sperrow 1515; Golden-‘rowned
302; Fox 35;Lincoln's 5, Song 219.

3 additionel subspecies), total individuals 43,295, the

Robert Prle
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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY, 1352

The public is invited to the following mestings and trips
Further information regarding any of them may be h= c
given,

THORSDAY - February 7 - AFTERNOON PROGRAM MEETING - Log Angeles County Museum, Expo-
sition Park, 1:30 P.M, 7Tvo splendid moving pilctures in color: - A Familsy
Afoot in the Yukon; mother, father and vhilﬂTEﬁ sdventaring iy ‘
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derness on foot; Vater, ithe Source of Life; & conservaticn picture evesryone
should see. Wiitney =246

WEDNESDAY- February 13 - EVENING PROGRAM MEETING - A Joint meeting with the Netur
3tudy Workshop, Los Angeles uountv Mugewn, south-essi corner antranua. Door
oven at 7 for the study of the special exhibite, program beging at 7:30,
Captain Benjamin Allen and Mr, Allen Berry will show a largs rpumbsr of rock
specimens and talk on Romance of the Rocks, HBmpstead GI7

THURSDAY - February 21 - FIELD TRIP TO CABRILLO BEACH - A visit to the Marine Museum
and a study of ocean and shors birds. Take Paciiic Electiric car leaving
6th end Main St. station at 8:19 or £:37, for 3an Pedro. At the stetion
therce, take local bus to Cabrillo Beach, arriving sbout 10:00., Fare to
San Pedro, one way 58 cents. Meest at the Musewn, Bring lunch, ZILeader,
Misg L. E., Bling, Aminster 1-7B55

SUNDAY - February ol - FIELD TRIP TO PLAYA DEL REY - For the study of shore and msrsh
] 2 Playa del Rey,

birds. Take Pacific Electric bus marked Pedondo ~saca, via
o3 South Hill Street station, 9:21, arrive at Flaye dsl Rey at 10 . Fare
30 cents one way. Get off at Vlsta del Mar and Culver Boulevard, d iving,

go out Culver Blvd., BPring lunch - Leader Mr. Bob Fyls. &Xmlnstvr 1-7855

THUR3DAY - February 28 - STUDY CLASS - Plummsr Park at 10:00 4A.M. Teke F.E. trolly,
a3 ¢ bi

anta Monica-West Hollywood line o Fuller Ave., welk west enc block., First
hour = study of more trees of California ?y Mr, W, Scott Lewis, illustrated
with colored slides. Second hour, Mr, George T, Hastings, = telk on Orioles
and their Relatives, illusirated with “ar&bo"rd cut-outs cnd specimens.
Books of our likrary and a review of a Biography of John Muir, Mr. John
Granite 3312

Wentez,
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SA GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUAR
E£64 . Durfee Ave., El Monte - Telephone FOrr
Mrs., 0. M. Stultz, Director Mrs. ruds
Maintained by the National Audubon Society with the coogerall
fornia btranches and affilisted socisties,
Regular field trips the second Sunday of cach mont th, stariing
9 A. M,, led by Pat Gould eand Bill Hawkins,
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Come and bring your friends, TFor information, ~all CResivie &-1





