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'THE AUTUMFAL SONG FERIOD
Lloye Miller

I like these late September days. They are pleasant days, The Nev Englander or
the .Corn-belt poet may feel that Indian summer is for him alone, "when the frost is
on the pumpkin and the corn is in the shock” was not written by = Californmien, but
the "fall of the ‘year” does come to us here quite as truly as it comes tc ocur ezgtern
cousins and our California birds seem %o be just gs responeive to it =zs any rastic
poet. Furthermore, they are likely to express their feelipgs in similar fashion,
They have to sing about it, Thus we get the avtumal song fest.

When we bird watchers are in iconoclastic mood we say thet the bird sings to ad-
vertise his claim to certain terrifory or to win himself a mate for the nesting sesson.
Oh yes, it may have originated in such fashion - but has it gone no further? Must it
stop there? The earliest humen artieasn chipped out g2 crude implement to serve &
strictly utilitarian purpose. The neclithic ertist, however, beautifisd kis implement
end thus made it feed his spirit a8 well as his flesh, Utlimately he may have carved
out a pure abstraction that fed the spirit cnly end it became to nim "big medicine®
because it minigtered to his feeling of well being through its besuty elcne, I wopnder
if the autumnal song of birds may not be somewhat the seme, Perticwlarly do I suspect
such to be the case with that type of expression that I heve for iwo generzticns
called the "meditative song".

Others have called it the "whisper song® (which it sometimes truly is). Some
consider it to be the “primitive song” (which I am confident it sometimes is motl). The
California Jays have been singing zbout my yard this fall; sirging their rerc and
pleasing meditative song. It 1s quite a throaty warble that is strongly suggesiive:
of the California Thrasher, but is lower in pitch, Only ccecasicnally does it include
a note with the real Jay quality. The bird sits quietly in thick cover; the warble
is scarcely audible beyond a distance of fifteen feet and it seems to be given purely
for his own entertainment. In fact, as soon as he realizes thet he is discovered, he
bounces up through the tree with his characteristic raucous sguawk, for 211 ths world
as though he were saying, "I'm a rarin', tearin' swearin' tough guy, I don't go for
this music stuff. That wasn't me doin' that!"

At eight o'clock the other morning, in & dense fcg, one of my mecking birds set
on & 'phone pole singing a scarcely audible jJumble of netes that was nct n?oken up
into separate patterns as you hear in his customery song but ramdled on like Tenny-
gon's "brook® - without end. It did end abruptly, however, when another mocker ap-
proached too near. "Treumeri gave place to sharp attack notes =nd ths Intruder was
driven off with great vigor. The singer certainly did nect give the im;ress%an of i
being a yound bird who was timidly trying out his volce, He scemed to be singing for
the audience of his own self (though he didn't realize it).

T have recognized alsc, an autwmeal exuberance which is gxpregsed in song.
non-social Black Phoebe .tokes a fresh start in late August and September., He has

completed & strenuous summer's work by raising = femily (or two), He has gone through
the physiological labor of the complete anmuzl moult tnat gives him & new suit of
that coat of

¢lotheg. He has perhaps begun to put on & bit of welght underneath that ¢
Continued on Page
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Miss Elsa Schwartz, our Recording
Secretery, =zsks to have her correct
'phone number given, as an error
was made In our Yeer Book. The
number should be WHitney 1876,

OUR PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Your president was privileged to represent
the Society at the Natlonal Audubon Conven-
tion in New York last month, Our organiza-
tion is greatly respected nationally,for
its fine program and hard working commit-
tees, and I was happy to share our expsr.
ience with others,

In addition, it vas a great privilege to
meet the fine leaders of the National Zo-
ciety and the talented leaders of other
. Bocletlies.

At each session, there was free discuge
gion concerning some phase of Auduhon work
to which your president .contributed, and
from which she received ldeas and inspira.
tion., 8he will give a more complete re-
poxt of the. convention in Jenuary, at the
program mectings.

Delegates were present from Detroit, Mon-
treal, Miami, Puerto Rico, St. Louls ‘and
South Bend, as well as from many Societies
in the New York area,

There wore five people from California,
Mr, Vaughn MacCauvghey and Mrs, Laursl Rey-~
nolds from the Bay area and Dr., Telford
Work, Mrs. J.H, Comby and your President,
from Southern California. Dr, Work and Mrs,
Reynoldy presented film programs which were
very fine,

It is my hope that sone way may be fouvnd
to have more of our members attend these
ingpiring conventions, and to have the con-
vention held some year in California.

Maybelle DeMay

4 REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
NATTIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

In Qctober, a California office of the
Society was opened in San Francisco, This
i3 located in the California Teachers' As-
sociation Building, at 693 Sutter Strest.
Miss Mary Jofferds is the manager.

In the office, asg also at the San Gabriel
River Wildlife Sanctuary, is an attractive
display of nature books, prints, calendars,
Christmas carde, post cards, charts, bird
and flower cards, Audubon Nature Bulletins,
and other educational leaflets.

In & window display adjoining the street
entrance will be found an arrcsting exhibit,

It portrays the state bird and the state |
flover, and on & scenic¢ map of the state,
the location of the Societies' principal
activities,,.In the foreground, are four
hebitat groups, of ultra-modern design, ille
ustrating Auvdubon activities in California.
John H, Baker
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" YOU BELONG AT AUDUBCGY CAMP

If you like the out.of-doors; If va-
celon to you means exclting adventures
in the High Sierras; if you want to help
in the program of intélligent use of
Hetural Ragources - then for two weeks
next summer, you belong at the Califor-
niz Audubon Camp at Sugar Bowl Ski Lodge
at Norden - ologe to Donner Pags, Iake
Tahoe, Squav Valley, Mount Rose, Reno,
Truckes.

There we learn of the conservation and
wlige use of natural resources; bird and
inscot gtudy ang its rslation to plants;
vertebrates and invertebrates and thelr
reletion to the land and its forms; and
all these in relation to ourselves - what
they do for us and hov we can preserve
for our ouwn further benefits,

The facudty ig guperb, the food excel-
lent, the lodging gquite lush for a camp,

a

the campers frem all over the country are
wonderiul - the scenery most glorious

of all, great mounteina, lovely mpadows,
lakes and rivers,

Hiking to Sugar Bowl rim, to Donner
swmit, through streamws end marshes up
to Mount Rose, horgseback rides around
Ice Inkes on a' moonlight night, awimming
and canoeing in Donner Lake, cruising for

~a dey on Lake Tahoe, station wagon trlps
almost daily, to the outskirts of Reno;
intc gSquaw Velley; up and down the ski
1ift, Tnose and many more Lxcibing
activities

A real s anptlon, a renl thrill to bring
back to your class room; club, ranch,
community nature nctivitles vhicih are a
plecsure es well ag a great help and in-
contive in seving our forestm, sireams,
mountains, nlants, animals, birds for
our better use and for the future,.

I've never enjoyed & vacation mpre than
my two weeks at Audubon this August! I've
nevel seen more beauty anywheres, I've
never met a group of peoples with more
varied backgrounds, interested in con-
structive activities, I've never eaten
more nor langhed more, then at Audubon,

Lucllle G, Mltchell

The love of Neture helps us greatly to
keep ourselves free of those mean end
petty cares which interfers so much with
calm and peace Qf mind, It turms "every
ordinary walk into a2 morning or evening
sacrifice”, and brightens life until it
becomes almost like a fairy tale,

Jomn Lubbock

continued from first pags
feathers, There 1s a purely pihysical sanse
of well belng of which he is wholly uncon-
aclous but which wells up in him 23 o ve-
serve of nervous ' energy and ’ spesks it
out in his metronomic Bsong, b@ t ng tims
to his slightly spresd te=il, He Tgeling
fine and he has the urge %o eay :o.

The flock-singing of tae Walte-crowned
Sparrovs, particularly aficr = ehower: hzs
it any function other than an expressicn Lf
well being? . A bare tree top full of Blac
birds, every one of them vocelizing, aﬂei
to inaspire us children to say the blezk-
birds were Yheving church¥, and the figure
still ssems eppropricte afier three acors
end ten years and many church Lervi"as.

A half handred Limnnete chattering in
bare peach tree certminly sgunds jQyuhS,
and who are we to clzim all rights to hap-
piness? Or why do we poini an accusing
finger at one who suggests puch =n "enthro-
pomorphic” interprasiction of this animel
behavior? Might we not just ds properly
accuse the hath-tud baritone of being "orni-
thomorpnic®? Or ithe cobbler who crowmms at
his shoe peggihg; the motorist who sings 1o
the hum of his motor;- thie fermer who wids

(u

" tles 25 he swings hig out-bpund milk pail;

are they any more truly kappy {or lessz co)
then my October mocking birds, whits-orownsd
sperrcevwa or jays? Heppiness is difficult

to define, but there is something contagione
about these "songs of contentmenti end they
bring to me 2 gertain something I -2ll
heppineas, - I like the sutwmn 3ong sszgon.

LOVELY THINGS

I tremsure thoughts of lovely things;

Tne flower that bloome; the bird that sing
The brook that babbles by the wey;

The sunset ot the <loge cof day;y

The rainbow crch; the skiss of blue;
Waen shafts oif sunlight filter through;
The drifting cloud; the rolling hill;

The peaceful poisé when 2ll 1s still;
The Tield aflame, with sun-kiszed flowers;
The happy days; the Joyous hours;
The word of cheer; the pleasant smile;
The friend who goes "the second mils™;

The world is mine; its tribute brings,
Wnen I remember lovely things.

Q. Harmon Joenes -
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Mrs. Jesse Morain reports that on her
recent trip to the east, she saw birds
everywhere, Her greatest thrill was the
sight of three large flocks of White
Tbig one day in Florida, The great birds
roge and circled overhead, glistening in
the sunschine, then slowly settled down,
Along the gvamp land many Turkey Vultures
were seen, but even more of the Black
vultures, Scores of Kingfishers watched

~ from the wires near the canals, In the
cities, scores of Grackles were seen
end heard, In the Audubon Bird Sanctuary
in New Orieans there were Cranes, Fla-
mingoes, Swans and meny other birds,

The Flspaio, Journal of the Hawailan
AuduBoi Soclety, reports the results of

g bird census on the small island of
Tysen, north west of the Hawelian Islands,
on the lasgt of June and the first of July.
The count of some 270,000 birds is cer-~
tainly much too low, The 122,000 Alba-
trogs of two species were mostly young
birds, the parents being off at sea
feeding, The 125,000 Terns of thres
species vere mostly single birds at nests,
the mates being off at sea. Smaller num.

- bers, though in the thousands, were
counted of Shearwaters, Booby, Troplc
bird and Lysan Finch and only a few
Bristle-thighed Curlews, Lysan Ducks and
Troplc birds, WNo sign was found of the
Lysen Rail, ILysan Honey-eater and Miller
birds.

Mr. William ILasky reports that on
November 16 and 17, he and Mr. Schuyler
had & wonderful trip to Los Banyos Game
Preserve, Thanks to the cooperation of
the Game Management Warden, Mr., Roy
Wattenberger, who allowed them to camp
on the preserve grounds and assisted in
counting the blrds,they listed the fol-
lowing: 200,000 Mallards, 1,000 Pintails,
4 whistling Swans, 200 Caneda Goese,

600 White-fronted Geese, 750 Greater

Snew Geese, 33 Zandhill Cranes, 3 Bit-
terns, 30 Ring-neck Pheasants, 1 prairie
Felcon, Y0 Marsh Haswks, 300 Sparrow Hawks,
4,000 Blackbirds (Brewer's, Red-winged

end Yellow-headed) and great numbers

of shore birds, ‘

S ——

OBSERVATIONS
HAWKS: Red-bellied, 3 et Sanctuary deily
through October; White-tailed Kites y 2
Wov. 1, Sanctuary (Stultz) '
CURLEW: Hudsonian, 3 at Devil's Gate pay
Oct. 20, (B2 McArthur) '
DOVE: feeding with about fifteen Mourniy
Doves, one White-winged, Oct. 29 to Nov,11,
OWLS: Screech, 2, every night; Bawm, Sanc.
tuary, (8); Spotted, Crystal lake ares,
Nov, 12, (Pyle) .
HUMMINGBIRDS: about 20 at Sanctuary daily
WOODPECKERS: Lewis, Altadenea, Nov, 10,
(Mrs Morrison); Nuttall and more Downy they
lagt year, sanctuary (S)
HORNEDLARK: small flock near Rose Bowl,
Nov, 3, (Enid Michael)

. CALTFORNIA JAY: busy all day carrying val-

nuts from old orchard, Sanctuary (s)
WARBLERS: Audubons in great numbers from
Sept, 29 on, "in nearly every tree”; (ala.
verag, Oct, 27; Yellowthroats, Sanctuary (g’
Black and White, Altadena, Nov. 10, (Mrs,
Morrimon)

WAXWINGS, ROBINS: Cedar Waxwing with Robins,
Los Angeles, Oct, 30 (R. McCune), Monrovia
area, Nov., 1, (Irma Rogers), flock of 30
Esgle Rock, Nov, 12 (Curry); on Oct, 31
over 2000 Robing with 700 and more Wax-
wings and about 100 Meadowlarks bathing in
the stream Sanctuary, by next day only

a few left, (9),

FTINCHES, SPARROWS: Thurber's Juncos, flocks
nearly every day, Eagle Rock, Nov, 5 to
date, (Curry); Golden-crownsd Sparrow, Nov,
9, Monrovia, (Trma Rogere); Lincoln Spar-
row, Momrovia, Nov. 9, gRogers), sanciuery,
one with band, Nov, 2,

AILBINO -HOUSE FINCH: in Santa Monica, Nov.
(Jolm Cunningham),

WATCH NOW FOR: Slender-billsd and Red-
breagted Nuthatches, Varied Thrush, Black-
throated and Townsend's Warblers, and the

rare Golden-crowned Kinglet, Pine siskins,
Purple finch,

g).

In the whittier Observer for September,
is the following: "our asmallest falcon
and one of our most beautiful, whether
perched or awing, is maligned and misnamed
80 that every man or boy with a gun feels
virtuous in murdering 1t," It is recom-

- mended that an attempt be made to have the

name Sparrow Hawk dropped and the more
correct name of Grasshopper Hawk adopted

. universally,
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The Ins Angeles Audubon Soclety will
take part again this year in the Bird
gount for the Naticnal Audubon Society.
Covering the same area as In the past
fourteen years, & circle with & 7- 1/2
mile radivs from 1a Cienega and Adrdrome
gt,, parties or individuals will make
the count between sunrise and sunset on
sunday, Deccmber 30, The area being di-
vided intc small sections each with as-
signed enumerators, If you can help
for all or part of the day, or if unsble
to leave home will count the birds about
your own home, will you notify Mr. Robert
Pyle, 1143 - 21gt Street, Sante Monic

EASTERN KINGBIRD - In the November Tan-
ager, there was a report from Mrs, Walt
and Mrs. Daugherty of one seen in Inyo
Counity. Mra, Beatrice Nielscn and her
husband visited several lagoons near
Santa Cruz, the last of July - "In =2
willow grove near the lagoon shore, 3
Anthony green herong, One settled nsar
the end of a dead branch in hunched
fashion, L gplit second later it was duck-
ing back and forth from the attacks of an
Fastern Kingbird. It soon took wing with
its companions, The kingbird scemed
pleaged with the situetion and made half
a dozen flights into the area near-by to
catch passing insects. This was an un-
ugually beautiful eastern kingbird, --
black head and tail with brosd white band,
The presence of one a stone's throw from
the pounding surf of the Pacific was a
surprise indeed."

In the September number of the Wood Duck
of the Hamilton, Ontarioc, Nature Club,
Mr. W. Scott Lewis! "One World of Hature"
from the Tanager of last March is printed
in full; giving credit to the Tenager, of
course,

WHAT'S GOUE O I
The QOctobaer 25 3%t
Park ves well ﬂtbcﬂ
president, cpensd t
Mrs, Szlmcn a ell— €351
3almon wag 2lectsd chai
group. Shs gave & bris
plans for futures cla
Beok reports ware
beth Patterscn, Mis
Ruth McCune of thrse
library. Refsersnces vers o
articles in recent nunbers
Prepared skins and mounted =z LENS
ocur local mwming birds were st‘ die
members reported their own sxpsyien:
with these birds,
After 2 five minute
Scott Lewis, assisted by
an illuegtrated lecture
and plants to wiich thes
Mr, Levia plana
Programs 1o
It iz hoved that meny o
aveil th nacelves of
both ths &v Group an
Figld ]
acter
enjoy
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CHRISTMAS

For meny years our only regular Decen-
ber meeting has been the Christimas Party.
This year it will be held on Thursday,
December 6, at 2 o'clock in Fiestn Hall,
Plummer Perk, There will be a snort in-
teresting program including Christmas mu-
sic, followed by o sccinl pericd, with
refreshments served by the committes in
¢harge, Come and have a gocd time,

The QOciodb Fizld
Park weg led g Dore
Twently three 408 Were
andg thirty-nine kinds of Tirde vere szen,
Cednr VWaxwings vere feeding on wild grupes;
Othor birds of interest were tha Robin,
Phainopepla Prairie Foleoon and tires
gpecies of woodpeckers.,
Tuth Mzoluns, Historian
* K ¥ X XK X H
PARTIES
For the firs
varty, at T:
of Miss Mar]
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