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BIRDS IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY SEVENTY-FIVE YRARS AGO

A greet many interesting facts sbout birds can de gathered from local newspapers
of the 1670's and 1890's, Immense flocka of Sanahill Crenes, now rare, covered the
hills near Ballona Creck., These great birds, with & wingapreed grester then thet of
a gwan, were so unafraid of man that hunters could go among them as zmong &80 many
hens and kill large numbers by using thelr guns for clubs,

In migration semson, great wedges of wild geese flsw over Los Angsles (populaticn
then sbout 25,000) enroute to or from the coastal marshes, Their honk-honking could
be heard plainly by people in thelr homes and offices.

A strange collision between migratory birds end modern civilizetion occured in
March, 1883, A flock of wild ducks Journeying north at night ran afoul of the tall
electric light mast illuminating several blocks at First Street near slsmeda, Idke
noths blinded at a candle flame, they hurled themselves at the lamps. Heorly 21l of
the lamps on the mast were found broken next morning, and half e dozen dead ducks
were picked up at 1ts base,.

Ducke, geese and other water birds found a veritebls peradise in the vest mershes
then extending behind the Venice ocean front spnd dunes from Ballons Creek almost to
the present Ocean Park, In November, 1886, an cbserver gtanding cn the Del Eey hills
gsavw on the blue ocean below him & flock of at lemst ten thousend ducks and geese,
riding the waves go close together that they seemed = s¢lid masg, Just heyond ithem
was another flock nearly a&s large, and to the left still snother, When such aggre-
gationg of birds rose into the sir they literally darkened the sky,

Hunters,unhempered by game laws of the modern typre, sleughtered the bdirds whole-
sale, At Tell's Lagoon, in the present canal ares of Venice, seventeen men one day
in January, 1876, killed 1326 ducks and 28 geese, & bag not at all uncommon et the
time. The eurplus game was s0ld in the open market at Los Angales at sbout 5 for
$1.00, in the country for a penny aplece. In Sants Monica lived = professiegal hunter
typleal of a considerable number of such persons, who earned an avirags nf 35.00 &
day the year round, In one winter, between September 15 and Maren 15, he shot 2200
ducks and 400 wild geese, besides thousands of snipe, plover, curlews, rebbite and
othsr game, 8o profiteble was the business over a period of ysers that he wes en-
abled to purchage his own home plus half e dozen bullding lots,

Quall were so numerous in the Southland that a packing ccmpany was egteblished
in 18581 to can the multitude of carcases brought in,

The principal newspepers in the Los Angeles of 1870 - 1900 vere the Herald, Star,
Express, Commercial, Tribuns and Times, Cortein edltors seemed more interested in
nature than others, but no one of them would really qualify as a ceaservationist by
-present standards, There was one exception, possibly, in Southern “allfernia, the
selentific minded editor of the Santa Barbare Press in the 1860's. He told with e
gocd deal of ironical applause sbout the business of sling-shoiting Senta Barbara
hummingbirds on a lerge scale for use, when stuffed, ea decorations for ladie8 hats,

Henry W. Splitter
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To be scelentific should not necea-
ltate being ahstruse, To be worth
while a trith nsed not of necesaity be
unpleasant, nor need it lack beauty.
Loye Miller - Lifelong Boyhond

This year California will have a
single, insteod of split, duck hanting
geason, from Oct., 26 to Dec, 24, A good
time to stay away from gun club aress,

Through their endowment for loco-
motion, great numbers of birds may be
thought of ns inhabitants of = Garden of
Eden wherein not even one kind of frult
is forbidden them, Ritter -

The California Woodpecker and I,

QUR PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

This month begins ocur msetings for
the coming year, We have made goms
chanqes from lagt year, RBeoause the

Tenager comes out the first of the month,
it seems wise to have our afternoon pre-
gram on the first Thursday. Tt will al.
ways be at the L.A, County Mugeum at 1:30
in the afterncon. So, showld the Tann.
ger be delayed in reaching you, c¢r +he
firgt Thuraday he very early in the
month, our members will always know where
and when the meeting will be,

The field trip has been changod to the
third Thursday. Thie should give everyone
ample time to plan for the {rip, which
can be reached by public transportation
or private cer. And these trips will
deal with all phases of natural history,

The svening meeting will come in the

econd week, but will be on Wednesday
1nstead of Thursdey because this night
is open at the County Museum., These
meetings are planned by the Leadership
Training committee and I am sure our men-
bers will find them of outstanding
quality.

The fourth week in the month will have
the Sunday field trip, also a study meet-
ing on the Thursday in rlummer Fark. The
Sunday trips are planned for the gerious
bird student and will feature longer
trips. We will plan to have leaders for
heglnning students as well asg for the
more advanced,

We hope these changes do not seem too
radical and that everyone will find them
satisfactory, But if not, suggestions

fram tho membershlp are in order,

" ‘Maybelle DeMay.

A ME3SAGE FROM OUR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE NATIONAL AUDUBON
The Southern Californiaz Audubon Branches
and affiliates will gather for the apnu.l
workshop 'session in the Marine Room of
the Laguna Beach Hotel, with the Laguna
Beach Auduben Scciety as host club, on
October 20,

Topios of interest regarding our Audu-
bon program will be presented and will be
followed by discussion in the assembly.
Details of the meeting will be avallable
later, L¥ncheon, tax and tip will be
$1.75, Make reservations enrly wlth your
President, by October 15th at latest.

Let us unite for the advancement of the
Audubon cause in Southern California.
Erna Comby
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SEA-GOING SNIPE

Down from the far north they stream, millions of tiny dark gray and white pirds,
slon both coasts of Ameri?a,(thougn most abundant along the Pacific), down the center
o7 tie continent to ih? Gulft, along the coast of Eurcpe andi across to the Mzditerranean,
goross Aala to the Indian Ocean and down the coast past Japan and the Puilirrinesz. We
are fuaclnated as we watch them by scores and hundreds, light as thistledown nn the
water of our ponds and slougns, or Just beyond the line of brekkers in the ooEAn, A%
they zig zag erratically about or spin around with constant quick jabs of their needle-
ghnrp bills for the minute organisms they stir up. Loye Miller in Lifelong Boyhond
introduces us to these birds,-"Those remarkable sea going snipe, the Phalarepes, Tech-
nically they are vlassed with the wading birds, marsh dwsllers, mud paddlers - ihose
bare-footed 1ittle chaps wiho roll their trousers up as high as anatomy will psrmit and
dabble about the sihores of ponds or help animate the sandy bsaches,” On thoy zo, stop-
ring for a week or a month where food ig plentiful, down to far southern ocesna. Dr,
Millex tolls of seelng red Phalaropes in February rafting in uncountable numbers in
the Gulf of Tehvantepec on the southern coast of Mexico, adding "from here to Jusn
Fernandez is winter home for the Pacific squadrons of the red Fhalaropes.” Bsehs says,
i{n Galspagos-World's End, "Phalaropes sesm little adaptcd for pelegic life, and yet
here in ths Faciflc thousands of miles from land, T heve seen them in enormous flocks,
daring wind and water, trusling to the bounty of the sea for food and to the bouyancy
of thelr dense plumage and air-filled bodies for safeity.” “In a half gzale I have
watched thelr marvelouy seamanship, paddling stsedily up wind, able by seme perfected
knowledge to keep in the sliding, shifting valleye and free of the :hoking spume drift.”

Then In April or May the mysterious something heppens - c2ll it instinct, s phase
of the 1life cycle, a stimulvs from hormones from ths develeoping gonods, -~ nnd they
start back for the north, By Junc they are near the Arctio Circle. The female hss
now donnad her brilliant nuptial dress with bright rufus on the neck snd back and ar.

dontly wees the pluiner, oy mile, she selects o sulteble site near soms pond or river
bank oand encourages him to make 2 gimple nest with bits of moss or greass, Here she
lays the three or four mottled egge, then leaves to the truly hen-pecked mate the
duties ot incubation and cerinz for the downy young till tney arc fully feathered and
ready for the long, leisurely southern trip. ‘

Eed Phalaropes bresd above the Arctic Circle all around the pels and migrate
chiefly well off shore, only rarely visiting our shores. Northsrn Phalaropes breed
both xbove and below ths Circle, us far south as the Aleutien Izlands and Scotlsnd,

Tt i3 these northern Fhalaropes that we see in such great mmbers, {(one of our members
reporty seeing “zillions” in the Newport Back Bay) and which are seen on inloné lakes,
The third membor of the family, Wilson's Phalarope, less common with us thun the north-
ern, are casily distinguished by thelr larger size, lighter gray color, and, when they
fly, by the conspicuous white rump, They are entirely Amsrican, breeding frem British
Columbia and north-castern California to Kansas, formerly to New Jersey and Hew York,
They winter from central Chile and Argentine to Patagonis nnd the Falklepd Taslends.
They were firat described from Paraguay in 2 nuturel history of that country,

In my century-old Birds of New York the northern Phalarope is called the Hypobo-
rean Lobefoot and the Wilson's Holopod., OFf the latter it is ssid that they are abund-
ant nenr the comst of Mains nnd ave called Sea Geese by the fishermen, The Peruvian
flsheimen according to Murphy in uis Oceanic Birds, call Phalaropes, Follites del Mar,
(1ittle sea chickens).

The Western Tanager has observations for August and Septembe? gvery year, sche-
times for October, of northarn and Wilson's Phalaropes. In 1941 Charles Michael re-
ported a northern at Bolsa Chice in December, Curiously we have never had observa-
tions of them in May when on their roturn trip. Possibly because they spend only dys
hers at that time, instend of the weeks they are with us in the fall,

Georgs T. Hastings



OBSERVATIONS

SHORE AND WATER BIRDS

Aumerican Bgret and Vslifornia Blue
Herou at Sanctuary, Sept., 17 {Stultz)

60 Hemi-palmated Plovers on the beach
near Bsllona Creek, Sept. 9 (Pyle, Hast-
inge) Many Northern, 2 Red Phalaropes,
Vonice morsh Sept, 9 {Pyle,Small) 10
Northern at Devil'es Gate Dam, Bept. 1,

2 on the Arboretum lake, Arcedia, SGept., 5
(Quatlebeum); Glavcous-winged Gull,

Santa Monica, Sept, 9, first seen this -
genaon {laptings). Elogant Terns still

in considerable numbers (Pyle, and others)
A Pomerian Jaeger on beach near Ballona
Creck, Sept. 9. Approached to within s
few feet and mood pletures secured
(Pyle, dmell) :

Man-0O-War Bird, a rare visitor, On
July 13 Bill Hawkins und Jerry Dobason
found an immature bird at the Balbon
Back By region, It had the white head
of & young bird. "We had a close obser-
vation of it for about twenty minutes,
Twice we gav it open 1lts long forked
tail. It wap hunting low over the water,
at times it would fly inches above the
water pilcking up food from the surface,”
QUATL
. Californie Quail and Ring-necked
Pheasants reised young at Ssnct, We
sse them almost every dny (S)

PIGEONS, DOVES

Band-tatled Pigeons nesting in Mone
rovia Canyon, July 20 (Irme Rogers)
Mourning and Chinese Doves In increased
numbors =t Bagle Rock, 3ept, 1 (Curry)
GOLDEN BAGLE

Seen frequently over Fiash Canyon area
(Rogers) o
HOMMIHGBIRDS

Mrny Allens and Rufoue feeding on wild
tobacco, Fish Canyon, July 10 (Rogers)
Ammn'g cnd Black-chinned in 1llvely skive
mi shen about feeders tlll the latter left
on Sept, 12 at Ssnctuary (S) Young
Anny's practicing diving flights in early
September, apperently preparing for early
neating, Engle Rock (G)

FLYCATCHERG

Meny Olive-sided in woodland at Sanct,
Sept. 17, being chased by Black FPhoeby (S)
SWALLOWS )

Purple Martine over northern part of
Monrovia all summer (Rogers)

THRUSH

Several pairy of Russet-backed nestes
in Monrovia Cenyon, s=inging early and late!
from esrly June to mid July (Rogers)
Flocks of Western Bluebirds, Eagle Rock
Sept. 14 (C) ) ’
KINGLET

Golden-crowned, in yard and at bira
bath, quite fearless and allowed close
approach, Santa Monica, Sept, 9,

(Marguerite Driver)

WARBLERS

Sept, 17, the trees at the Sanctuary
geemed full of warblers - Calaveras, Mac.
gillivray's, Black-throated Gray, Pileo.
lated. (S)
ORIOLES

Avizona Hooded, females and young, Mon-
rovia till Sept, 10 {Rogers)
3 young Hooded at fseders in Ssnct. in
early SePt., all left by the 15th, (3)
GOLDIFINCHES

Green-backed singing more than formerly
at Eagle Rock, Bept, 14 (C)
Willow, Green-backed and Lawrence's feed-
ing on pgeeds of evening primroge Sanct.,
from last of Aug, to date (S)
The wild grape crop at the Senct, is much
better than legt year, Mockingbirds, Thrash
ers and Cardinals ere Ffeasting (S)

A DELIGHT¥UL EXPERIENCE

Those who were fortunate enough to have
attended the Sunday field trip on May 27
at Buckhorn Flats, had one of the most de-
lightful experiences thaet come to a bird
finder, During a rest period when every-
one was seated quietly, Howard Cogswell,
the leader, began to whistle the cell of
the male pygmy ovi. In a few moments the
amall birde started to gather together,
working their ways down through the trees
to within a fow feet of the performer.
Firat a chickadee, followed by two more,
then a wood pewee, Audubon, black-throated
gray and orange-crowned warblers, Caagin's
and warbling virveos, and finally a green-'
teiled Towhee which ralsed its chestnut
crown from time to time in 1ts excitement,
Everyone pregent had fine close-up gtudies
of the birds.

Dorothy Groner
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Calendar for OCTOBER, 1951

Timrsday - October 4, Afternoon Program Meeting,1:30, in the Los Angeles
County Museum, Ekpoaitlan Park. Mrs, Mery V. Hood will show
more of her beautiful kodachrome plcturss and tell cf nzturs
work done during the gpring and sunmer,

Wednegday- October 10, Evening Meeting in the County Museum =t 7 P.M.
Inter at the south west corner of the dbuilding. Mrs., ol
will describe the adventures the Hooda had over o pericd of
peveral years following On Matthes Trail as they lnecated the
spots where the famous geclogist of the Sierras took piletires
over twenty years age, The pictures will show what changes
have teken place in the back country of Yosemits,

Thursday - October 18, Field Trip to Palisades Park, Sante Monica and
the ocean front. MBtb"ﬁt the foot of Sants Monica Boulevard
in Paligades Park ot 9:30. For a study of trees of the park
end gulls and cther birdk of the beach., Take bus on Olive
Street hetween 6th and 7th marked Santa Mconica or tihe Sanie
Monica bus at the torminal on Olive Street between Hth and Sth,
Time by bug 1 hour., By car come out Wilshire, Sante Mondicz or
Olympic Boulevard to Santa Monica,., Bring lunch, Lezder - Goorge
T, Hagtings,

Thursday - October 25, Study Class at 10 4.M, in Flummer fark., Orgenize-
tion of the classe end planning for the sessun, #n exemination
of some of the bird skins in our collection. Mr. W, Scott Lewls
will glve a2 nature talk illustreted with kodachirome slides,

Sunday - October 28, Field Trip to Irvine Park and vicinity. leet ot
park entrance at 9 T, Bring lunch., Teke Highway 10 (Fivsatone)
or 10l to Orange. Follow signs to Orengs mnd Irvins Park,

VISITORS WILI, BE WELCOME AT ANY OF THE MEETINGS OR TRIPS

THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

664 N, Durfee Avenue, El Monte - Telephone FOrrest 0-1872
Mrs, 0, M, Stultz, Directer Mrs, E, Gertrude Wocds, Assistant Director
Maintained by the National Audubon Society, with the cooperation of the Sou-
thern Celifornla effillated socleties and branches.
Regularly scheduled field trips the second Sunday of each month, strrting from
the entrance at 9 AWM,





