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WINTER BIRDING IN SOUTHERN ARIZONA

Un December 22nd Christine Bleifeldt and I left homwe at 6 4A.M., bound for
southern Arizona, Our first intensive birding began on our second morning after
we had left Tuscon for Nogales, a distance of sbout 68 miles.

A BYiff breeze was blowing, and everyone knows that windy weather is no time
to look for birds, but this day was to be an exception. The ill wind lived up to
its reputation, for the birds had left their weedy fields and filled many of
the megquite bushes lining the roadside. For most of the distance we drovs on the
shoulder of the road, stopping, backing up, and seeing birds and more birds'

Plowed fields were filled with the always beautiful mountain bluebirds, hover-
ing or perched on clods. Our first sight of pyrrhuloxias, those gray and rosy-red,
parrot-like, finches, was a group of 5 in a tiny shrub. A telephone wirs full of
plump, strip lark buntings in winter dress gave me the thrill of a life species.
Lawrence goldfinches were everywhere in great numbers, as were lark and Gsmbel
gparrows. On getting out of the car and crossing to the lesewerd side of the road
to get a better light, we found the last three species were singing loudly.

In the patic garden of the museum of the Tumacacori Mission Christine discover-
ed a foxsparrow scratching. ZIater we were told that this was within cne mils of
the southernmost record for this bird in Arizona.

Pena Blanca on the Ruby Road brought us gray-hsaded and pink-sided Jjuncos,
alsc the pert little bridled tiftmouse and Arizona woodpecker in the cak balt.

In the Huachuca Mountains, long a paradise for ornithologists, Mexican forms
began to appear over our border. One of these, Mearn's quail, with 5 half-grown
young "froze" beside our car, then steathily crept away in the thick dry grass
while we watched. They were said to be more numerous this year than they have
been for the last 10 yegrs,

Here also we saw a coati wmundi, called by natives a chulu bear, & distant
relative of the raccoon. Unknown so far north 50 years ago, 1t is bscoming wors
common, and recently has been found in the Huachucas in groups of as many as 30
individuals.

On & Christmas Count, we accompenied Mrs. R.J. Thornburg, past president of
the Tuscon Audubon Society, and her husband; and were lucky to find 4 wintering
beardless flycatchers. Dorothy Groner. B

On the last day of 1950 the Ecklers visited the Federal Wildlife Sanctuary
near Westmoreland at the southern end of the Salton Sea.

In the fields they saw dozens of White-fronted Geese, several thousand Snow
Geese, and many Canada Ceese. In the water were scores of white pelicans and many
thousand ducks. Iesser Scaup, Ruddy, Mallards, Baldpates, Pintaills, ;hovellers
and Green-winged and Cinnamon Teals. Great-blus Herons were nesting in the trees
at the edge of the sea and many vultures perching in the branches made them eppear
to be covered with great black blossoms. Also there were flocksrof redwings with
beautiful yellow-headed blackbirds among them. Egrets and Sora Ralls wers numerous,
and Coots abundant.
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STERLINGS REACE THE 1OS ANGELES ARE:

Attempts have bsen made frequently tc
intrcduce fcreign birds because of ssn
mentel or supposedly practical reasons,
Tirst effsrts to naturalizs the English
sparrow was unsuccessiul, wut later cres
were all too much sc. In 1850 e well-
meaning gentlemen set 6C Starlings fres
in Central Paurk, New York City, and 4o
more the following year., Gradually they
spread about the city, to neighboring
states, then westward, reeching Oregen
and Weshington a few years ago. Then
they were found in northern Californie,
On Dscember 20th Pat Gould found a
rale starling in the San Gabrisl River
Sanctuary.

On the Chrigtmag Bird Count this year
Mrs., Conby and Miss Betty Holm found
a starling near Whittier. An article in
the Log Angeles Times says the star-
ling is "wiley, cruel and dirty" and
that "he travels in ncisy, devastating
flccks." The U.S, Bilological Survey
has =eid he is useful as a destroyer of
insects, but may do demage as a fruit
sater. It i8 tc be deplored that star-
lings wsre introduced into the United
States and we greatly regret their ar-
rival in our state.

OBSERVATIONS

DUCKS AND GEESE: A Black Brant winter-
ing in Westlake Park (Daugherty), at
Playa del Rey, Jan. 5 (Hood), Jan.
(Hoffman); 2 White-fronted Geese, Point
Mugu, Dee. 15 (Lasky); 01d Squaw Duck
(imsature male) near Santa Monica pier,
Jen. 14 (Bennet).

HAWKS AND OWLS: Pigeon Hawk in yard at
Eegle Rock, Jan. 5 (Curry); Short-eared
Owl guffering from botulism picked up
at Point Mugu gun club, treated but did
not recover (Wm. Lasky).
WOODPECKERS: Many Lewis Woodpeckers, in
Leke Aroowhead ares, Jan. 7 (Don Bleitz).
PERCHING BIRDS: 1 Phainopepla near Lake
Arrowhead, Jan.7; large flock of Robins
feeding daily on Cotoneaster berries in
Hollywood (W.S.Lewis); amale Prothono-
tary Werbler, San Gabriel Sanctuary,
Jen. 13 (Pat Gould).
WATCH NOW FOR--Avocets and Black-bel-
1icd Plovers in summer plumage, a few
already show the change. Allen's and
Rufus Hummingbirds, Band-tailed Pigeons,
Varied Thrush and other migrants.
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CHIPPER

One afternoccn about fowur years ago my
husband discovered a baby mockingbird wn-
der our tall evergreen trees. Fortified
with a widebrimmed siraw hat, as the par-
cnts did not want me arcund, I picked the
little fellow up. One of his eyes was in-
Jured, we do not know whether hurt in its
fall to the ground or pecked at by an
Yalchival

We tried to put him on a branch in the
pine tree, but he could not hang on. 3o
we took him into cur service porch and
gave him one of my husbands old felt hats
for a nest. He refused to take anything
to eat that day and did not move at all.
The next morning he was full cf life and
calling for his mother hefore we were up.
She was outside the window screen, very
concerned about him, I put him out in an
oleander bush, whers she looked him over
and fed him. Before long he was on the
ground. She coaxed him over to a small
apricot tree that had some limbs right
near the ground and tried tc encourage
him to climbd up. He made a number of
tries but was wmable to balance himgelf
as he had no tall.

From then on the job of feeding him
was mine., I gave him water and mllk with
a medicine dropper, and fed him bread and
milk. I had to poko the focd down his
throat., As he grew older we dug svery-
where ws could for earthworms, and the
fow we found were certzinly enjoyed.
Since worms were so hard to find I decid-
ed to do the next best thing. I cut little
slivers of raw, lean siteak, molstenesd
them with salad 0ll and rolled them in
fine =and and grit. Chippsr, as we had
named him, had homemade earthworms, We
also gave him mockingbird focd purchased
at a pet shop and bits of fresh fruit.

Our service porch was Chipper's cage.
Ezch morning for a week or more I took
him out to the cleander bush, then call-
ed hils mother by imitating the "Check,
Check" sound she made. She would come fly-
ing to him and look him all over. At
first she even looked in his mouth to see
what T had been feeding him.

I spent a good deal of time out doors
with him, carrying him in and out on &
little branch. He would hop around near
me while I was weeding. Soon his tail be-
gan to grow and before long he was a good
gized bird,

One morning the other young bLirds
were in cur neighbor's L

T put Chipper wp with them and cans
back intc our yard and sat down zbout
6C Test from where the birds wers =nd
began reading sloud to my huszband. Much
to our surprise 1ittle Chippsr wes down
at cur feet in a very short time, The
little fellow wasn't able to fly yei,
but he must havs heard my voice and
came to us, over a two foot rotaining

wall.

We had a little Boston Terrier. Vs
told him not to touch the bird, and he
proved very obsdlent, though the bird
often hopped up on his back, or on his
hind lsg when he was sleaping.

Although Chipper d4id learm o fly,
he did not have psrfesct balance, bta-
cavse of having only cne eyc. He would
fly through the entire housec, but nct
outdoors, as we did not dars free him
as we had nct been able to teach him
to eat for himzelf,

LTter six months he still opened his
mowth, which had lost its yellow baby
look, and wanted ms 1o feed him.

He liked to dance on the rvg. He
would hop & Tew steps one way, then
back again, straighten himself up tall,
pull his wings back, then teke several
sharp pecks at the rug, dance off a few
steps and go through the rcutine agein,

He would perch on our shouldsrs,
arms, or Tingers. Many times when I was
reading he would psrech op my [inger,
then let his littls body down to rcost.
Till then I had thought birds put their
heads wnder their wings. Chipper Just
laid his hsed over his shoulder and
nestled his beak down in his feathsrs.
Everyone was his frisnd, A1l one hed to
do was put their finger out and hs
would gst on it, Hs kmsw his name and
would coms when called. One windy day
the screen dcor blew open. When wo dis.
coversé it a few minutes lster Chipper
was gone. Although we searched cur yard
and the neighborhood, we never saw him
agaln.

Up until the tims we found Chipper,
the mockingbirds were very wild and
would dive beomb at us when they were
raising their femilies. They don't do
that any more. Pearl Miller.

1T dead or injured birds are round,
please get in touch with Mr. Williem R,
Lasky, 551 26th St., Santa Monice, phone
EXbrook 3-1904, He will autopsy dead
birds and will treat sick birds.
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THE CHRISTMAS

This wag
the HNational Audubon,

The count was taken on December 26 by 54 observers working In 24

ing the Los Angeles Audubon,
and the Santa Monice Nature Club.
taking in a short stretch of
wooded canyons, chaparrel slopes,
the day with hazy sum, -

LOONS: Pacific 3; Red-throated 3.
CRERES: Holboels 1; Horned 3; Eared 10;

Western 157; Pied-billed 20,
FELICANS AND COPMORANTS: Brown Pellcan
133; Farallon Cormorant 54;
Bairds 1.
HERONS: Great Bluve T7; American Egret 59;
Snowy 32; Black-crowned Night
Heron 16,
GEESE AND DUCKS: Black Brant 1; Geese
(unidentified) 25; Baldpate 97;
Pintail 72; Green-winged Teal 5;
Shoveller 7; Ring-necked 16;
lLesser Scaup 339; Golden-eye 2;
White-winged Scoter 3; Surf
Scoter 3313 Ruddy 24; American
Merganser 2; FRed-breasted Mer-
ganser 55,
Turkey Vuldture 2; Sharp-shinned
Hawlk 9; Coopers 3; Red-tailed 15;
Red-bellied 1; Ferruginous Rough-
leg 2; Marsh 7; Usprey l; Prairie
Falcon 1; Peregrine Falcon 1;
Sparrow Hawk 75.
California 263; Ring-necked
Pheasant 1.
American 411,
AND SANDPIPERS: Snowy Plover 17;
Semi-palmated 1; Killdeer 57;
Black-bellied Plover 128; Swrf
Bird 41; Ruddy Turnstone 4;
Black Tarnsuune 1; Longnbllled
Curlew &; nuduonlan 2k4; Spotted
Sandpiper 6; Willet (6&, Greater
Yellowlegs hb; Least Sandpiper
150; Red-backed 128; Long-billed
Dowitcher 80; Western Sandpiper
250; Godwit 298; Sanderling L07;
Avocet T7.
GULLS AND TERNS: Glaucous-winged 47;
Western 354; Herring 23; Calif-
ornia 1531; Ring-billed 2710;
Short-billed L430; Bonapartes 321;
Heermanns 262; Forsters Tern 2.
PIGEONS AND DOVES: DBand-tailed Pigeon 8;
Mourning Dove 320; Chinese 3pot-
ted 77; Ringed Turtle 264,
ROAD RUNNER: l.

BAWKS:

QUALL:

COOT:
PIOVERS

BIRD COUNT OF THE LOS ANGELES AREA *% 1950

the 13th Christmas Count for the Los Angeles Audubon Soclety, the 5lst for

parties, represent.
the Pasadena Audubon, the Southwest Bilrd Study Club,
The territory was the sams as in past years,
sea shore, marshland, open country, golf courses,
parks and city. Early morning drizzle, most of

Barn 1; Pacific Horned 5; Short.

OWLS:
eared 1l; Burrowing 3.

HUMMINGBIRDS: Annas 159.

KINGFISHER: 9.

WOODPECKERS: Red-shafted Flicker 147;
California Woodpecker 5; Downy 2;
Nuttalls 14; Red-naped | apsucker;.

FLYCATCHERS: Black Phoebe 125; Says

Phoebe 3; Western Flycatcher 2.

LARK: Horned 22.

JAY: California 157; Crow 3.

TITMOUSE: Plain 10l; Bush Tit 633; Slen-

der~billed Nuthatch 3; Red-breast.

ed Nuthatch 1. o

Wren-Tit 205; House Wren 7; Long-

billed Marsh 1; Pewicks 23

Canon 5; Rock 1.

MOCKINGBIRD: Western 274; California
Thrasher 98; Western Robin 120;
Hermit Thrush 35; Western Blue-
bird 13; Mountain Bluebird 1.

GNATCHATCHERS, ETC: Blue-gray 17; Gold-
en-crovmed Kinglet 8; Ruby-crowned
16; Pipit 25; Cedar Waxwing lEh

WRENS

shrike 53.
VIRFO: Huttons 7.
WARBLERS: Orange -crovned 4; Audubons 1533;

Townsends 1; Yellow-throat 5;
Wilscns 7.

ENGLISH SPARROW: 526, -

MEADOWLARK, BLACKBIRDS: Western D%adow—
lark 406; Redwing Blackbird 00;
Brewers Blaokblxd 1259.

FINCHES, SPARROWS: Purple Finch 48;
Cassing 6; ‘House 1705; Pine Sis-
kin 5; Amerloan Goldfinch 38;
Green -backed 343; Lawrences 13;
Spotted Towhee 98; Brown Towhee
57h; Savannah Sparrow 33; Beldings
55; large-billed 1; Grass-hopper
4; vesper 25; Lark 35; Rufous-
crowned 16; Orepon Junco 382;
Gray-headed 2; Chipping Sparrov o~
Gambely 501; Golden -crowned 107;
Fox 23; Lincolns 2; Song 13%.

Total species 147 with 2 subspecies.

Total individvals 21,698,

Count directed by and results tabulated by Mrs. Caroline H. Daugherty.
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Calendar for FEBRUARY, 1951

Thursday, Feb. 1 FIELD TRIP. Tapia Park and Malibu lake. Birding in Tapia rark,
lunch at 11:5C0. Then to Malibu Lake for more birding, water fowl of '
many species, alsc land birds. N
‘As many a8 possidle should go by the Tamner Motor Bus. ILeave 6th and
Olive Sts., L.A. (park side), 8:30. Bus will stop at Hollywood and
Cahmonga Blvde. 8:40, Ventura Blvd. and Laurel Canyon 8:50.
Make reservations early with Miss Zdith Crane, 49254 Cimmaron St., L.A.
37, Phone f¥minister 2-8458. Fars $1.60, have exact change. Take
lunch., Fleld Leader, Mrs. Caroline H. Daugherty.

Thursday, Feb. €. EVENING PROGRAM MEETING. An illustrated talk - I ljks teo live
© in the Mountains by our membor Ranger Leslie Cammack of Crystal Laks,
His talks are always both entertaining and Instructive.
T P.M., Room 10, Union Avenus School, 150 S. Burlington Ave.
Take Beverly Boulevard Bus to Burlington, welk south 1/2 block,

Thursday, Feb. 15. APTERNOON PROGRAM MEETING. Mr. William Lusky will show the
pileturs THRE BOY AND THE BEAGLE., A real nature filw made by Mr. Lasky.
A moving drama of an injured eagle and its recovery, with the Malibu
hille and the ocean making a beautiful background.
1:30 P.M. at the Los Angeles County Mugeum, Exposition rark,

‘Thursdey, Feb, 22, MORNING STUDY CLASS, First hour pages 33 to 36 of owr text
book, How to Know the Birds, . Ibises, Cranes, Herons, and their rela-
tives. Becond hour, - Troes of the city related to the pines. The use .
of a key in learning the names and characters of specimsus of a few of
these trees.
10 A.M. at Plunmer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Boulevard, Take P.E. trolly,
Senta Monica-West Hollywoed line, to Fuller Ave., Walk west one block.
If you can, dbring lunch and eat in Audubon House.

Sunday, Feb. 25, FIELD TRIP. Maxton Brown Sanctuary, Carlsbad. A wonderful,
place to see ducks and othey water birds, often some rare cnes,
Birding will start vhen YOU got there. Drive south on Highway 101
three miles south of Oceanside, one mile north of ¢arlsbad. Best
birding in the lagoons adjacent to the rosd. We will also cruise the
south side of the main lagoon. Lunch at the picnic tables, if suit-
able, or roturn to beach at mouth of lagoocn.

VISITORS ARE WELCOME AT THE MEETINGS AND TRIPS

THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
664 W. Durfee Ave., E1l Monte Relephone FOrest 0-1672
Mrs. O, M. Stultz, Director Mrs. M. Gertrude Woods, Assistant Director
Maintained by the National Audubon Society, with the cooperation of 1ts Southern
California afiliated socletles and. branches. Regularly scheduled field trips the
second Sundays of each'month, starting from the entrance at 9 A.M.
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