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HIGHLIGHTS FROM A CROSS COUNTRY TRIP

This summsr on a 7500 mile trip my husband and I renewed acquaintance with old
friends in Nature and made many new ones. Highways and more often byvays led us
across the country, through the Southern States to the Gulf and the Atlantic Ocean,
back through the Central States after a short visit to Auduben headquarters in Few
York. '

Our firet thrill was a Mississippi Kite, which dipped and glided close over-
head. Subsequently we saw these birds in four different areazs. Hers in Texas the
fields were gardens of wild flowers,- Caillardias, Godetias, a swmall daisy-like
flower and purple thistles, Scissor-tailed Flycutchers and Orchard Oriloles were in
evidence, and Chuck-will's.-widows and Bastern Screech Owls called in the night,

On previous trips the Cassin's Sparrow had eludsd us, but we =saw him at nis best
early one morning in New Mexico. 'Thisg little gray bird fascinated us as he flew up
into the air from the top of a shryb, =zinging as he rose, then flutieringly descen-
ded to a mearby shrub, waited a few moments, then did it all over again. Hers also
Bob Whites sang robustly, and Painted Buntings with theilr incredible colors perched
in the full sun on the trese tops.

Brick paved roads led us up to the Possum Kingdom Stats Park where beautiful oak
shaded hillegides shimmered in the hot sun. Night found us 2 few miles awvay in another
tiny state park at Minsral Wells. Vhere a small stream flowed under a bridge shaped
like a Cothic arch a lone Mallard swam busily about. In the esrly evening hours a
Titmouse calied and Chuck-will¥s.widow said over and cover again "Chuck a chunk of
white oak, widow,” or aso it was infterpreted to me.

Although not unfamilisr with the Scuth, its swamps, waterways and tropical vege-
tation lured us again along the trail of cypress, huge oaks, tupelo and tulip trees.
At Bellefontaine State Park on Lake Pontchartrain, La. we wandered among the glgantic
oaks festoonsd with long vells of smoke colored "moss." This is the old Mandeville
Plantation and here we heard again the Carolina Wren, a Carclina Chickadse looked
us over and a palr of Parula Warblsrs flew in and out from their nest in a banner of

hanging "moss." The Rodbird, a3 the Cardinal is called, lured us hers and on other
occasions with his song which is more vigorous and varied in pattern than that which
we know.

A day of driving along the Gulf brought much appreciated ccol breszos, ;nd the
beautiful amcquamarine water as it lapped the smowy beaches was a pight long to be
remembersd. Schools of porpoises frolicked near the vhore, and as we travellsd over
bridges and causeways that spanned the bays and the inlste that come to weet the pulf,
gulls and terns lazily idling through the clear air, we felt very far fronathe tu?-
bulent world in which we 1live., On a small lagoon among a flock of shore birds and
fish crows a Dlack Skimmer gleansd with his pendulous lower mandible, flying ?nly
a few inches above the water, back and forth in precise rows as a faruer would plow
his field.

For the First time we saw the Limpkin, one of America's rare birds. This ugbelia-
vable inhabitant of the svamps is found in Florida and GScrgia. Our first acquain-
tance with this dark brown bird with white spotc and strips was from e small boat,
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LEM3 «---THE MARIPOSA LILY
moat bsautiful western wild
the Mariposa or Butterfly
¢ are soms fortiy species of
natives of the western
of them of Culifornia. Our
‘elochortus venwetus, the''charm-
g‘a"éfm Fron tha bulp-liks
sv alondor leaves come
7 & stelk bearing dain-

ty uoms, pele rose or 1i.
lac in reddish blotch near
the huze of racH of the three petals, In
Wild Flewsers rf the West, Edith Clements
enys "Like s owarm of bribht butterflies
ars thowe Mariposes, fluttering their gay
tannsrs undor thoe carsss of the bresze.
Their potzle s WEAE Wany colorg from white
to 13 and deop wins.red, marked with
desper bl tcues of cbnnrasting tint,"

My roart leaps uwp when I behold
A rainbow in the sky;
50 was It when oy life began
So is it now I am & men;
Zo be when I shall grow old,
Cr let ms die.
- .Wordesworth

A message from the Chairman of the
Netional Membership Cowmdttes:

"Iike me you are probably fond of
the outdcors, You like birds, trees,
flowers - &ll forms of wild life« the
wind in your face~ the bark of the fox
in the moonlight or the song of the thrush
*in ths cool gray hush of the dusk, in
the dim green place of the tress,' You
are of the lucky company that
tFinds tongues in trees, books in the

running brooks,
Sgrmons in stones, and good in every thing

These things in which we take de-
light are being attacked, torn down, shof
down, cut down and blotted out. It is
economic folly to waste beneficial ele.
ments of owr national life. It is wnin.
telligent to let ignorance, selfishness
and carelessness prevall when enlight-
ened opinion and united effort can meake
the world around us a better, kindlier
and mors beautiful place,

For ourselves and our children, for
health and happiness, we should join in
the fight to preserve and protect the
wildlife that remains of the vast heri.
tage that was once the wonder and treas.
ure of this cowntry. Alone, one person
can do little. But many thousands, in an
efficlent organization, can do great work.
The Naetional Audubon Society is such an
organizatlon, wide in scopo, strong in
principle, rich in ideals and fearless
in action for the fine things we cherish
today and hopes we have for the future.

I feel it an honor to have been a direc.
tor of this body. I hope you take pride
in being a msuber of it,

John Kieran"

WE ARE HAPPY TO WELCOME

THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS:
Mr. George H. Cecil Burbank
Mise Gladys L. Brandt, Los Anzeles
Miss Mary Downs, Redondo Beach
Mrs, Anna K, Guinn, Los Angsles

Miss Marjorie M. Hart, Los Angoles
Miss Luella Howard, Los Angeles
Miss Cora Leard, Los Angeles

Mrs, Edward J. O'Brien,
Mrs, Agnes S, J, Powers,
Mrs., Eva M. Purtell,

Ios Angeles
Robinhood, Mal¥
Los Angeles

Mrs. Marguerite Thomas, Los Angoles
Mr. Paul Scherer, Los Angules
Mrs, Ethel L. Simpson, Log Angeles
Miss Goldie Volins, Los Angeles
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Highlights -. cont., from page 9

and as we gllded over the dark water
around the knees of the cypress tress we
heard the ecrie cry of the Limpkin before
we sav 1t standing in a tangle of vegs-
tation, This ibis.like bird is not easily
glarmsd and we were quite closs to it.
Our ettention was called to clumps of
pearly whitc eggs, grape size, attached
to recd ctows and tree roots. These are
snail eggs and upon thew the Limpkin feeds,
an example of extreme specialization in
which nature indulges now and then, All
about us were evidsnces of this environ.
ment so etrenge to us, Alligators were
snoozing in the sun, their eycs and

snouts above the water., Nearby was a han-
dy cafeteria for them in a row of unsus-.
pecting turtles sunning thewselves on a
half submerged log. On a tall dead trse
was an Osprey's nest with adult birds and
several half-.grown nestlings, Little Blue
and Ward'!s Herons posed on small islands
made by the tree roouts and a Cottonmouth
Moccasin lay gracefully draped over some
roots.

We took a short beat trip into the
Okefinoke swamp in the locale whore ths
pleture "Swamp Water' was {ilmed. Teby
alligators vwere playing around and we had
an excellent view of the Anhings with his
beautiful silvery etched back. Thse usual
herons and & White-fecud Ibis appeared.
The highlight was a Prothonotary Warbler,
in full viev and singing., Ws climbed the
280 foot tower from which we could ses for
miles in every direction the vast oxpanso
of this mysterious country, with 1ts lakes,
wator prairiss and trembling earth, which
in 1t primitive stats was tho homs of
more species of wildlife than any othsr
gpot in the United States,

We were captivatod by the charm and
beauty of tho Shenandoah Valley as we saw
it from the Blus Ridge Mountains. Here wve
made the woquaintence of the Chestnut-
sided Warbler, and the Chewink had & good
time "fooling'" us with his song., It is a
land of orderly fislds, with brilliant
orange ~-flowered milkweed and acres of pun-
gent fennol. Over all broocds the dellcate
haze of the Blus Ridge Mountains.

Spaco will not permit e complete ac-
count of this interesting experience, but
I cannot close without mentioning that gem,

the Roomevelt Sanctuary at Oyster Bay on
Long Island. This twelve acres of frees

other plente and bird life in the
of the grave cof Thesodors Rrosay
2 perfectly balanced unit of
hrr@ the elusive Cvanpird
"teacher, tsachsr" with an
cent cams intc view,
Warblers baths in the pocl. /
winged Hewk flew thrcugh th& trww‘

s =
end Blus

many, including T h"m“ lf,
Joysd those thaings - nich negver grow ¢ld.,
We followed Just 2 morrow ribzbon
acrosa the country, but we tco can
"This is Amsrica end we love it."

25T

DU.J,

-~ Erna Coumby

TANAGERS - A CORRECTICH
Attention has besn callsd tu crrors
in our October number in ths article
Our Emblems . Tho Wautsrn Tenuger. There
are throe Tenagers in the west: ths He-
patic Tanager is fuund from Arizona to
western Texas; the Cocper's Tananer, &
subspecios of the eagtern Summer Tanager,
breeds from scuthorn Nevada to Toxas,
and comes into (aliforn:e near tus Colo-
rado River, end our Weatern Tanzgor.
Ordinarily found only in the west it has
been found a fow timee as far cast as
Maine, In the fall the nale Tanager
loses the rod of his head mors o leasg
coupletely; tho yollow and black of the
body remain nuch as in summor.

uby Curry rercrte thn following
twe Gentbel's

Miss R
seen in her backyord:

Sparrows, attrected by corn mael thrown
out for thsum, stood fecing cns anothn
about six inches apart., Ono l; 3! His
hesd and sang., As socn as he &t ;ad the
other lifted hisz head and sang, OSeven

or sight timse tkwy rapoatﬁa this sing-
ing altasrnately with their Tills ralsed.
Miss Curry ask: 4o you supposo thoy were
saying grzcs, or just greoting an old
pal?

It is reported of om of owr rumbers
(Wordsworth wowld certainly have ccn-
giderod her a kindred spirit) that on
sceing a nsw bird in the soutn Jumpad up
and down in the road, sxclaiming over
and over, "It's a Gull-billed Tern, it's
e Gull-billed Tern."
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OBSERVATIONS

TN THE MARSHES: Among the usual numbers
of Willete, Godwits, Curlews, Dowitchers,
Plovers, Least and Western Sandpiper:,-
3 Psctoral Sandpipers, Oct. 9 (Southwest
Bird Study Club); 1 Knot, Oct. 5 (£ndu-
bon Society Field Trip); 30 or more Fed.
vacksd Sandpipers, Northern Phalaropes at
Bolsa Chica, Oct. 16 (Stultz).
WOODPECKERS AND FLYCATCHERS: Dowvny Wooda
pecker, Alhambra (Humphreys); & sumall
migrntion of Ash.throated Flycabchesrs in
Burbank, Aug. 24 (Daughoerty); a Verail.
lion Flycatcher at Sanctuary Oct. 11 (3).

CHICKADEES, THRUSHES, ETC.: Mountain
Chickadees from Sept. 15 on in Eagle
Rock {Curry); Hermit Thrush Oct. 10 (D);
Waxwings Sept. 19 (Wait); many Robins at
Crestline Sept. 30 (Pope), et Sanctuary
from Oct. 3, cating ripe persimmons;
meny ”éstefn,Bluebirds Burbank Oct, 8
(D); Dipits at La Croscents Oct. 9 (Conk.
an); Western Cnatcatchsrs and 1 Phain-
perla, Senctuary Oct. 8.

VIRECS AND WARBLERS: Hutton's Vireo,
Oct. 8 Sunlend (Shearer), Werbling Vireo
Aug. 30 Burbank (D); The first Audubon
Werblsr on Cet. 1 (C),

[]

SPARROWS AND PINCHES: Swmall Tlock of
Purple Finches with many Goldfinches,
Sunlund Oct. 8 (¢ huirer)} Mele wputern
Tanager in vinter plumage, Santa Monica,
Qct, 12, very late for cur arsa; Gambel's
Sparrcws, adulis, Eagle Rock Sept 23,
immatures on Oct, 8 (C); first seen at
Senctuary Sept. 30 (Could), Santa Monica
same day; White -throated Sparrow, Sanc-
tuary 3spt. 30 (Geuld); Lincoln Sparrow,
Topanga, Oct. 15,

T MUGU: William Laskey saw

d 5 Marsh dawkﬂ 11 Red-tailed
merice (Sparrow

ss (possibly

over o wide
oper'c Hawk

L
owe dupl caticn, but seen
adrea and O at one time); Coor
Teeding on & Redwinged blac Khird; 1 Mer-
lin (Pigeon H.vk) the black phese; 1
Great-horned Owl; 10 Turkey Vultures.

WATCH NOW TCR: Vild Ducks on city ponde,
Scoters on the ccean, Hermit Thrush, Ruby-
Crowned Kinglet, Junco, Fox Sparrow, Pur-
ple Finch and Pipits,
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