O RAULALS RUTUBUR DUGIDEHL TR,
T H E PLU

:i‘f:%tv.,.* s

7377 SANTA ¥ gawg By
LOS ANGELES 46, CAL @%N%‘A

Tanager

Wegtern

PUBLISHED MONTHLY, GCTOBER TO JUME

THE L35 ANGELED BRANDH CF THE
BY THE LOS ANGELES AUDUBON SQCIETY HATIONAL AUDUBRON SOCIETY
VCL. 15 May, 1Gh5 .3
SUGAR BOWL BIRDS e By BOWAFD L. COGEWELL

This yeur, as last, Audubon Nature Cemp stafl and campsrs will be arriving at Hor
den, 7000 feet high in historiz Dommer Pass, LJ -dd.-J.ms amid the remmants of snow-
banks only to find that the summer reﬂident 48 have ax.ra&a;s* arrived by thelir owm
air-1ift. The south-facing slope alcng the n.ghwav through the pass will be Iree of
snow and the songs of Fox Sparrows, Green-iailed Towhees end Cassin's Finches will re.
sound in the early summer cun tnere, but lsas than & mile end & half awmy ‘H: :ia s8ill
late wintsr. In the deep woods belocw the Sugar Fowl, mi..,e -wide pocket next o the
Sierran crest alongside Mt. Judah and Hi. Lincoln and protected from the sun a&ﬁ wind
by Mt. Disney, the snow clings on into the calendar surmer month even us it does he-
low the volcanic agglomerate cliffs of the "Bowl" itself - depending upon how deep It
has drifted the past winter.

In June it is melting fast and the Wood Pewees and Vestern Tanagers seem to feel
that it should be gone, for they search comtinually for the all too meager fare of In
gects in and about the itresetops cver lingering znowbanks. They are not yet in full
voice, nor are the Auwdubon's Warblers, also cormson In the woods. Only the Mowntaln
Chici:adees and the White-hesded keod;ef-z{ers and other such birds m,.ch een Tind their
complete foraging and nesting requirements Tulfilled by the trees themselves, together
with the Juncos, always the Tirst to take advantege of eny little zlope lald bure by
the sun, are nesting there then. Such, at least, was the ssason in 1948 (said to be
several weeks late). But walt!

The rapidity with which early spring is swempsd out by a swmer which ccmpacts a
full dozen wildflower shows into the meadows beiore it too iz crowded ocut by the cool-
ing and browning weather of August amazed all of us whe spent & summer for the first
time at this altitude. From the very firasi the White-crowned S_k-aZTQW«:’ sang thsir "3,
say, see the pretty girl” steadily from the willow clumps in the msadow crpucsite the
lodge and pefore two weeks of camp were over the herbs were up and the leaves out
enough to offer hiding places for their ﬂdﬁtu, ,,,la ed alweys at the spresding haze of
a willow, & pine sapling, or leter on amid tall zorn lilies. By early July the dawm
chorus of bird songz grew %o full volume and a grﬁup of ardsnt vu.s.unbeem roze at 3:15
AM. to make a full scienti "ir‘ list of trhe awakening ?._,.,e R 8, beginning
with a Hammend (or Wright, who iz to say?) lyf:ﬂt"’"e; 133, followed
by a Tanager‘ fprit-ie” ard. the first i I‘:} ryrows At
3:43%. A bit later the Feimit Thrush fa ured by his
leisurely flutings, which every now am‘i ihen o0 way ort t‘“ )¢ the musical scale;
and then, still before it was really 1l -m, cume hils :-om::‘m the Hebinm, closer at
hand, drowning out the fainter veices of both :;mglet" ant the Iar-off T‘ rush.

All during July nesting waes the prims activity in ‘she pird world sbout the lodge.
For a time we had 7 Robin pairs all engaged In Ieeding youngz or incubailng eggs at
varinus corners of the buildings cr In immedietely edjacent rrees. Cassin's Finches

s

carried material for nests, but we never Tound them. A Wi‘liammr & Sapsucker palr,

each in different dress, fed squealing young and chused chipmunxs from their nesting
hole 5 feet up in a tall red fir stub on the slope of Disnsy Psak Campera who were
assigned to waiching and recording the activities of a given nest disccovered that it

was & most rascinating aspect of bird study - and illuminating, tso. Fow realized
that parent chickadees, between the twc of them, carry food to their nearly grown
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young at the rate of once every 30-50 sec-
ords - or that the Pine Grosbeak may not
vigit its three young oftener than once an
hour or so, although it warbles softly from
the woods all about the nest! The discov-
ery of the nest of this robin-sized finch,
almost as rare a sight ornithologically as
any species in Californim, wes a highlight
of the summer; and many campers enjoyed
kesping tab on it until the young left.
Evening Grosbeaks were frequently seen, and
a nest found a few miles away; but the more
erratic Crosabills elther did not get down
to actual nesting, or successfully hid
thelr homes from us.

No soconer are mpst birds nestingz, how-
ever, than the first migrants arrive on
their southward journey. Male Rufous Hum-
mingbirds were present by early July, al-
ready free of nuptial duties in Oregon and
Washington. For about a week they baitled
with male Calliope hummers around ths
thickets, now covered with bitter cherry
blossoms or surrounded by lupines and
elephants'.sars; and then the male Callio-
pes were gone, although the femalss stayed
on to August to incubale the eggs and ralse
young without assistance - ag is normsl
with hummingbirds. The migrant tide of
Rufous hurmers was swelled by many imms-
tures and females before the month was out
and the fury of their constant battles,
although mostly sham, provided added inter-
est and ltems Pfor the notebook of August
campers who sat for a while in the colum-
bine field across the creek from ths lodge.

Farlisr in the season most of the war-
blers, of which there are nine specles
breeding in this secticn of ihe Slerre,
were Tound more readily in our trips oo
to the Trunsiticn Zone forests, whers |

tats. Audubon's was commen all swmer in
the conifers near the lodge and Pileclateds
in the willows of the msadow; Calaveras
and MacGillivray's were heard singing

(and seen by those with sharp eyes) in
Ceanothus and cherry thickets amid the
pines on more open slopes, and Hermitz in
the bit of more mature forest at Big Eend.
A great influx of migrante came in August
and then all these species, and Orangs-
crowned, Yellow, and Black-throated Gray
as well, straggled in flocks through the
woods about the lodge. Adults, outnumbered
by the young of the year, were d&iificult

to see; and the absence of songs, indeed
of most call notes except the non-gpecific
"tsip" used by wll warblers, led us %o
adopt a "Let them cume to you" attitude.
Virsos were mixed with thess groups, ell
buslly gieening frop the mouniains?
vest of insects tefcrs their
ward; and ususlly easch Tlock
a few Chickedees, & Futhaich
maybe a Creeper as well.

trip scuth-
wonid comtain
or two, and

Another bird, howsver, which had bsen
copapicucus only at hisher altitudes than
the lodpe earlier, cams down in numbers
in August. This was the Clerk's Nutorack-
er, which we eaw in flocks of up to 35
even down into the manzeaniis chaparral
arsas in American River Canyon. Cheser.
vaticne on our tripe over Mi. Bose on the
Hevada gide of Lake Tahoe indiceted that
the crop of white-bark pice conss, upon
which the Futcrackers largely subsist in
years of abunfance, was practlcally nil.
Mountain Quall and Blue Grouse were mov-
ing, tos, up slove temporsrily ito take
advantage of the ripening crops of ber-
ries with their growing broods. After
camp was over they would be together for
enly & while snd ther ths gusll start
their long trek afooct {in Gotober, ace
cording to folks who live at Sugsr Bowl
the ysar around) down the mountain ahesd
of the winter's snows, whersas the grouse
survive even deey snows by taking to the
trees and feasting all winter cn & mo-
rotonous diet of fir buds.

Thus the seasons
California where ‘tis szid we have a year
long "mild" c¢limete. The birds at Suger
Bowl are zdjusted &o 2 rapid summer sess-
on which we coasial residents stmelinmes
forgst exists in our state. Avdubon Na-
ture Canpecrs can, accordingly, erpsrience
either early crring, the rush of a Canadi-
an summer, or the drams of impending on-
sweer of autumn snd winter - dspending
uron whether they atiend an early or s
late session at Sugsr Bowl Ledze.

"God, keep some silent places for us still

Arart from those where man forsver goes;

Some altars 1it by sunset on the hill,

Cr alcoves in the canyon well where gliows

The crystal drop of molisturse on the fern,

While ancient Tirs bend tendsrly above;

For zouls of men must sometimes deeply
yearn

For silence such as this, to sense Thy
love."

(Author unknown to Editor)

changz - gven in
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& field trip ¥arch 27. The zubjecis of
Skl‘"i"&.i., Life Zcnes, Inzecis, Besshore
Creatursz, Neture Handicreft and Ire 33;_..,&@
were coversd by experis who sharsd their

knowledge and snthusissm with the stn-
, Who represented :
s, boy and girl

|2

4

arp Fire Giris, Wooderafi
churchas and ihs Forest Se
e - s
Une of the oculstending cﬁarmmr.st-.

icg of the group was the susteined sttend.-
ance and intsrest and the spirit of friend
lineps among ﬁhe megberahlip, shown by the
shering snd swepping of hobby and coilec.
ticn z;atax-ia}.s ag well as addins to the
store of mfaw ion.
%véi‘i;-v“ie'agr&?bﬁi notes and bidliocgraphy

of the variocus sublects wers given out
at each lecture, and 2 sales table was
supplied with hooks and pamphlieis per-
taining to the sublects covered.

--~-ALICE IEWIS, Commities Chairman

THE IKDIO-MECCA Cield trip Haych 27 at-
tracted 38 members and gussts, and the
promice to show us the vermillion fiy-
catcher and the Abert's towhes was brought
to fruition by the leader, . J Parker.
Among othey tirds zeen were: (actus wren,
raaa-rm-: Gexvel's quelil, verdin, cac-
tus woodpecker end phelncpepla. BHMiss
Cecilia Foulke welcomad the groun tne
46 -acre estute of Ir. Johnson, at Meco

and nointed out the nmesting places of “he
vermiilion f‘iygﬁtma* and whe Texae night-
whila mot de.
s:entsred arouwnd Byri-
of bluoming desert Tlowsys and the
isulay thrill of finding the besuti-
desert I’._.LA , which ig sgid to be
cminz this year for the first tlze

nce 1341,

Altogethsr, we observed
of pirds and sn even greatsr
dscert plants.

-«--PAUL M.

‘,- a1,
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IS ISSUE OF TEE ’S_»J&Jm
for the current Tiscal year, which ends
A, The esiitor wighes 1o e:x:r,ress
res

iat‘ last

Jun I

hey sincers asrpiresiaition of the help ex

tended her éz:wmg tho year. Hc:«tics o“
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OBSERVATIOH,

WATER BIFDS: Greatl concentrations WESTERY
&

GREZES, off shore near Santa Momica, Apr.

7. DRANDT'S and BAIRD'S CORMCRANTS nasting Telils

on bird rocks off Monterey shere with the  Aeilox

ever -watchiul Western Gal“ stending ideal f

around waiting for an unguarded egg snatch. perfec

Also, BLACK OYSTER-CATCEERS, in pairs, ray B U

along rocky coast, Point Lobos Park, and Frivilsged to &
PIGEON GUILIELK)TS , Tlying to and from of J‘es‘clen*' J 5.“1 :

recesses 1n nearby rock cliffs, Apr. 3. monieg, woo .;ainﬁm ir.,;..;;v aé*razzﬁexl

LAND BIRDS: BAND-TAILED PIGEONS, rair, the program i’ mirt:;ui‘ive reports from
feeding of. table near house window, El verious Onlifornis districts. The Mombe-

Monte, Miss Wakeman. MOURNWING DUVES by the rey Feninsula f\:gclube‘. acted ae host and &
hin ndred., Tlocking over Griffith Park, Apr. warm fesling of friendliness and coopera-
3, Justin Russell. ROADRUNHER, an unusuzl  tion was "ldan throughout all the ses-

visitor in So. Pasadena yard, Apr. i1, eions.

Laura Gresly. 1oz Angeles Audubon hed the lsrgest
b 4 o L vl

HUMMINGBIRDS: Becoming more numerous. delggaman; ‘d‘? TORDers. %@h‘n otier ae-

Abutilon and Cestrum shrubs in full bloom .oroos SPR% delegates. 7% vas inspiring
and full of nectar are a battle ground for o —oov thez and to hear reports of their
these little warriors, Burbank yerd, WOI‘&-M‘ e P o
Daugherty. Apr. 8, Anna's, Black-chinned, faf ;en;r%‘. “neme ol wia*:mia?a%;;a
Rufous and Allen's noted and on Apr. 11, i'asi(:.: servat.on, with tﬂi i ol youth
male Costa's arrived. Marg. Parker rep orts raining f:iiig streses ssd by practically
Anna's (4), Allen's (5 rales-few fem*es), ?‘L}‘fm Sposiers &s & fmmrm of
Fish Canyon-Mch. 8, and Rufous seen there o o 'foﬂwrz' e forb tion of
Mch. 11-Mrs. Roy Rogers. In Vista, Mch. 26, . L‘_‘“K 2;1?& ce iasrvigg mﬁwm
Florence McDonald found Rufous. excellent s mads by delegates from

TTRACT Himad a £ o cocperating organizations, some twenty of
g.nd Cgstfum sﬁﬁ%ﬁ,s by planting Abutilon them, all having to do with the important
ASE-THROATED FLYCATCHER, Burbank, Mch, 26, Work of training youth along conservetion

4

WESTIRN FLYCATCHER, Griffith Park, Apr. 3, L1008 SFecial abtewtion being given fo
Ruscell. PHATNOPEPIAS arrived in their old °H® FTO00R™2 -8 Batiomtir o croud of
Burbank haunts Apr. 11, Paugherty. the ahgﬁa‘i g ende b our rerresentative
GRAY and WARBLING VIREOS, Calaveras, Black- m‘yn%’, o b sovered in & com

- " 14x —t . o SR : ; el -
;?igi;:;i*;j{éﬁfggﬂgggzi sg :;i Gglden prehensive talk the many activities of
San Diewo area -Alic; Boweracck T cur society. She wee given enthusiastic

g = =EMER applahbe Copies of the Arril issue of

ORIOLES: Arizona Hooded arrived et Burbank, THE WESTERN TANAGER were distributed.
Mch. 21. In El Monte, Bullock's on Mch. Tf@"“ﬁ wai an exhibit of beawtiiul
26, Hazel lewis. A nair of 3_1110:;5'5 in bird paintings, some of the most striking
b.l_rd bath, Los Angelss, Mrs. Morain being the work of Aritist Adamson, of
Apr. 3. Ferkeley. A higallght of the avening PO -
pran wes the showing of the charming mo-
RARITIES: Around Mch. 26, San Gabriel tion picture in color, "Birds of & Feather
River Wildlife 3anc uuarj, Ger‘trucw Woods £ilmed by Mrs. Luurel Reynolds. Films of
found the rich songster of the east, the the Auduren Hature Cempe in Californis and
CAIBIRD, an extremely rare fmd A Tew Texas were most interesting, as was the
days lPtBI‘, Mies Wilsop, of Benning, ob- color f£ilm of the work of the k-H Clubs.
served a CATBIRD in that area. Cn Apr. The 3unday morning field trips, cap-
lO, in 8.G.R.¥W. Sanciuary, Alma Stultz tained by me mhers of the ‘r{ rdsn Cemp siaff
found the seldom seen BLACK and WHITE had eanh an enthusiastis following.
WARBLER. ool rm’ W, CHEARER
WATCH HOW FOR: Wandering Tattler, ¥not, DO FNOT FAIL TO ATTEND the rrogram meeting
Phalaropes, Terns, Black-chinned and May 19 and participate in the @__‘_ectf_:n of
Costa's Huwmmingbirds, ash-throatsi Fly- our new officers, nominated at the April

catcher, Russet-backed Th%'ush_. Long—:sailad meeting.
Chat. -w-Larcline H. Dzugherty
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CALENDAR FOR MAY, 1945
THURSDAY, May 5. Field Trip...to the Dorothy May Tucker Memorial Rird Banctuary, at
"Cakwood” in Modjeska Canyon and & stop for birding in Irvine Yark. There will Le
Hummingbirds at the Sanctuary and Blue Grosbeaks a2t their old stand. White-tailsd
Kites, plus many other species of birds. Antelors Valley wild flowers are inmpredict-
able this season, but we know we shall see scme on this ¢ Our Tanrey Motor Bus
will leave Los Angeles, 6th & Qlive Sts, (Fark side) g 5.4, returning arcund
4:30 F.M. in Los Angeles. Bus will run vias Wnittisr 2L Arakeim, Oranges and

El Modena, through Santiago Canyon to Gaikwood in Modl

fare $1.85,, please have exact change. Take lunch. Z

with Miss EQith Crane, L4925% Cimarron St., Los ingeles 37, Alminster 2-8455.
Leader...Mrs. Caroline H, Daugherty......CEasrlssiocn S.1747

2
o Towmamom £ T men h 2 9
yon. Epscial rownd Irip

THURSDAY, May 12. 7 P.M. Los Angeles Central Library, Fifth 5t. and Grend Avenue.
First floor. Mrs. Elizabeth B. Goolden, First Vice-President, presiding. The speak.
er of the evening, Mr. E. V. Duff; his subject, "One of the Great Crnithclogical
Events of the Century." Mr. Duff is the assistant business menager and junior past
rresident of the Cooper Ormithclogical Club.

THURSDAY, May 19. 1:30 P.M. Los Angeles County Musewn, Expositicn Park. Mrs. Hood
presiding. Kenneth E. Stager, Curator of CUrmithology, of the Musewm, will precent
the "bird of the month." Business will include voting on the report of the Commiitee
on Nominations for 1949-50. Speaker, Mr. Joseph E. Burgess, Science Teachesr at
Washington High School, who for the past 17 years has spent his summers as a pational
park ranger naturalist. He will spesak on "A Vacation for Bird Iovers 4t Lassen
Volcanic National Park", showing hy means of kodachrome slides some of the park's
scenic beauty, bird hadbitats and wildflowers.

SUNDAY, May 22. Field Trip, Charlton Flat Area. Drive up Angelus Crest Highway from
Ta Canada district to the Flat. Do mot turn left to the desert or right to Mt.

_ Wilson. Meet at the Charlton Flat Ranger Station at &:30 A.M, Bring lunch and spend
the day. One of ocur best spots for mountain birds. Leader., .Miss Dorothy E, Groner.

THURSDAY, May 26. Study Class, 10 to 12 Hoon. Long Hzll, Flumssr Park, 737 Sai:m
Monica Blvd., on the Pacific Electric Sante Monica Blvd., -West Hollyw o Linse. ;.ewl:
er, George T. Hastings. The Program will be, First Hovr: HMigration of Birds; Second

T.1 X T ¥ e o & g o -
Hour; How FPlants Got Their Names; Limna usrtne ‘a,*mr{rfe«r}acnrﬁge zlides of pome con
mon flowers. Bring lunch and spend the aflerncon al nealguarters.

THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
2594 South Durfee Ave., El Monte. Telephcne Forest 01072 A .
Mrs. 0. M, Stultz, Director. Mrs. M. Gertrude Woods, Assi. Direclor

C. W. Hamilton, Warden 7 ..
Maintained by the National Audubon Society, with the cgayemt;pn of its sz?ham}a.u-
fornia affiliated societies. Regularly scheduled fisld trip the ngoond Sunday of
each month, starting from the enirance at 9 A. M.

s T P

Advisory Committee: Chairman, Mrs. J. H. Comby, Southern Califcrnie nep?es\e‘.z«%‘;me,
$ 3 o 1.7 F IR fuleTe

National Audubon Society; 200 Kratt Lane, Wnittiser, Telepnone Whititier ~1l-4230.






