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LET'S FEED MR, AND ¥RS. BUNGHY BIL:D
By Helen Gere Cruickshenk
(Reprinted, by permission, from Colliers', January 22, 1G45)
w=BExtract--

This is the season of the year when cne of men's best friends, the bird, comes
upon hard times. In meny parts of the northern states, from Maine to the Rocky Moun-
tains, its natural food is buried under snow or encased in & coating of ice too hard
for probing bills to penetrate. Thousands of birds will die of starvation befcre the
warm spring sun releases the hibernating insects end uncovers the burpeoning wesds,

To survive, birds need help. And they deserve it, because every bird that dies
during the winter represents an actusl cesh loss tc Americen agriculture and a decline
in the health of our fields, gardens and forests, Throughout most of the ysar birds
consume astronomical numbers of insects and weed seeds, and crum fabulous quantities
into the gaping mbuths of their young, which sometimes reguire almost their own weight
in food each day.

For example, consider the chickadee, a tiny bird weighing just & few ounces, Sci-
entists have estimated that in Michigan alone the chickadees gobble up eight billion
seeds annually. During the laying season for cankerworms, cne lone chicksdee will de-
stroy 5000 eggs every day. Cankerworms do encrmous demage to frult upd shade treesz,

The Department of Agriculture says that without the birds, the dammge bto trees
and crors by insects sach year would be increased by scme 400,000,000, This is really
& very conservative estimete of the valus of tirds to mankind., Many scientists po
much farther, The famous French historien and naturalist, Jules Michet, said long ago
that "if it were not for birds no humen being could live upon the earth, for the in-
sects upon which birds live would destroy all vegetation.”

There is now a new way, made pesaibdle by the Post Office Depariment, by which
birds can be helped through the cold winter months. It is both easy and inexpensive,
First, lay in a supply of bird food,- wheat, cracked corn, millet, sunflicwer seeds and
vaste sweerings. Divide your bird food into one- or two-pound lots, and make paper
packages strong enough for shipping, but not so strong that they cannot be opened easi-
ly. Then go through your gazetteer, or atlas, or use your own ¥ncwledge, and select a
town or city large enough to have & rursel delivery service, in & part of the country
where there is apt to be snow and ice, Address your packare to "Mr, and Mrs. Hungry
Bird, R.F,D, No, 1," that place. l&ail the .ackege by regular parcel post., The rural
mall carrier who receives it for delivery will take it fc & plece on his route vhere
wild birds congregate. There he will cpen it and scatter the food, But be sure you
addrese the package plainly so that it does not read something like "Hepry Bird" In-
stead of "Hungry Bird."

Just because you've sent a parcel-post packege of food to birds you'll never
seo, don't neglect the birds in your ¢wn neightorhcod. ZEsteblish cne or more perma-
nent feeding stations and supply them regularly with food., Almost any sort of food &
bird can handle is acceptable, Birds like breed crumbs, especially greasy crumbs.
They like beef suet and pork fat, chopped meat, bomes to wiich Dits of meat arelcltmg-
ing, and nut meats without salt. Many birde zre fond of doughnuts. Peanuis, es-
vecially if they are chopped, are excellent food for birds.

If you'll put up one of your bird feeding stations mear z window, but far encugh
away so0 that the birds will not be frizghtened, you'll be well rewarded for your
trouble...And the more birds you feed this winter, the more there will be to sing
their meloditus songs and flash their gey color during the lopg summer months,
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FRANCIS MARION FULTZ, naturalist, educa-
tor and writer, passed away Dec. 7, 1948,
at his home, 5352 Aldama Street. He was
an Honorary member of our society and its
very good friend for the past twenity years.

To many of us, Mr. Fultz was best
known through his books, notably "The
Elfin Forest," a story of the chaparral,
"The Flyaways," dealing with the dissemi-
nation of seeds, and "Lilies, Iris and
Orchids of California.”

A lasting tribute to Mr. Fultz's
internst in young people and in conserva-
tion is what is known as the Clear Creek
conservation project of the Los Angeles
city schools, operated in ccoperation
with the Hationel Forest Service on &
250-acre tract in the Angeles National
Forest near the Junction of Angeles Crest
Highway and the Palmdale cutoff., This
was established and for many years di-
rected by Mr, Fultz and William R. Tan-
ner, groups of boys and of girls from
the city schools bteing given instruction
there in forestry and camping. The pro-
Ject is atill in sctive operation.

The Society extends deepest symrethy
to Mrs, Fultez.
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HIGHLIGHTE of & trailer trip "Down Texas
Way," as told by Mra. J. H. Comby, gave
75 members and guests an enjoyable evening
at Central Library Dec., 5. Mrs. Comby
described rezions rick in bird life and
told how she and Mr, Comby tracked down 48
new birds for their 1ife list. Colored
motion pictures cbiained from the Hational
Auduton Society illustrated the talk., Plans
for the ammual Christmas bird count were
iscussed by Mrs. Caroline H, ILangherty and
cbservers were assigned to their veariocus
rosts,

At the evening meeting Jan. 13, Charlies
Ayres, Jr., a member o¢f the Los Angeles
Audubon Scciety whose boms 1s in Ottuzsem,
Jowa, gave a stirring conservation talk on
the damage %o Hsture's balance caused by ihe
thoughtless destruction of natursl barriers
through careless burning, overgrazing,
draining of mersh areas, and groedy methods
of farming, He illustrated his talk with
victures of the devastating Tlcod inm Ottume
last yesr. Eighly mexbers ané gusstis were
rresent. ---LOUISE LUCHAR,

Evening Progran Cheirman
MRS, ROY L. SERGEANT, a former member of
the society, living now in Helamezoo, Mich,,
has sent us & charming gift,- a John Jas,
Audubon rrint of white-winged crossbilis.
Gratefully accepted, the plcture will be
hung on the wall at Heudgumariers.
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CBBERVATIOHBS

This winter's freezing nights are causing
e drastic cut in the animal food needed
by many of our birds. Hummingbirds ars
especially hard-pressed; no flowers, noc
nectar, and few tiny insects. KOW is the
tims for sugar-water feeders to be Xept
regularly supplied for the hungry little
sprites,

GEESE, DUCKS: Canvas-backs very asbundant
on city reservoirs and lakes, Hundreds
reported resting nights on the reservoirs,
leaving before dawn, knowing they must be
gone before the day's systematic shooting-
off begins (a Water Dept. ruling, to pre-
vent water contamination). Dr. R. L. Tay-
lor reports, on Hensen Dam, 3 common (ans-
da geese, Nov. 10; 2 lesser snow geese
Nov. 14, and 3 whistling swans Dec. 15.
Howard L. Cogswell reports 1€ whistling
swans observed and photographed just off-
shore from Santa Monica Dec, 23. Dr. Tay-
lor and Ralph Mall found one femsle old-
squaw and one female American scoter off
Seal Beach Pier Dec. 29, and another fe-
male old-squaw at Recreation Gun Club the
same day. H. L. Cogswell found 2 Americen
golden-eye ducks, Playa del Rey aree Dec.
25, All very irregular winter visitors
this far south. Great rafts of scoters,
mostly surf, reported just off-shore up
and down the coast.

WATER BIRDS: The unusually wary Holboell's
grebe, commonly found along the Oregon-
Washington coast, is visiting our South;
last reported on the Recreation Gun Club
pond. Dr. Taylor reports the Louisiana
heron back in the Mission Bay aree, San
Diego; also, many ducks and black brant.

LAND BIRDS: Large mixed flocks of robins
and cedar waxwings noted by Mrs. Ruth Mc-
Cune, Mt. Washington., Hundreds of robins
over Griffith Paerk golf courses. M. 5.
Dunlap reporis varied thrush in Glendzle
and Whiting Woods areas. In Altadena,
Jan. 5, Wendell Humphreys found a male
Arizona hooded oriole wintering over.
Townsend's warblers are reported from
various areas.

WATCH NOW FOR: Horned grebes, flights of
wild geese and ducks, Study them on res-
ervoirs and lakes. Wilson's snipe; band-
tailed pigeons; nuthatches, varied thrush,
purple finch, early migrating hummingbirds.
----CAROLINE H. DAUGHERTY

W. DAN QUATTIEBAUE, the Auvdubon represenia-
tive on ths seretum Advigory Sommitiee,
reporis £ cmuvas-backs and two 3-day old
baby pled-billed grebes on the Arboreitum
lgke Christmss day. "I wish you could
have seen ihese babies and their parentis,
writes Mr, Gustilebaum. “Whils the fa-
r& hunited for and brought food, the
mothers either sat on their flosting
nests, with the bebies wmier thelr wings
or =t the side, or else floaied near the
nest with a baby cuddled umder each wing.
When the father came with food, the babies
glipped fo the water to take 1%, then
scrambled back mnder the mother's wing.”
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TEE BIED 8IUDY COURSE being conducted at
the County Museuwm by Mrs. Eood and the
Soclety's Committes on Youth Leadership,
Mrs. Fell E, Levie, chalrmen, got off to
e fine start Jenuary 8. Following an il-
lustrated lecture by Mrs. Heod, the group
had & personally conducted tour of Bird
Hali. The course will continue each Bat-
urday until Feb, 12, Ther will fellow a
course for youth leadsrs, for five comsecu-
tive Wednesday nights, beginning at 7
o'clock Feb, 16. This second course will
be given in the growmd floor lecture hall,
at the southesst corner of the Nuseun.
Registraticn will bte open %o all over iS5
years of age who are actively interested
in any form of youth lesdsrship, end there
vill be a reglstration fee of §1 %o help
cover the cost of the materisle ic be
given out. For both courses there will
be & field txrip at the San Gabriel River
Wildlife Sanctuary, A later issue of the
Tanager will carry a full repori of these
courses.,

TEE NATIONAL AUTUBON SCCIETY reminds us
that 1949 is the 50th anniversary of
"sudrbon Megezine.,® Two of Roger Tory
Peterscn's new paintings of western birds
will be reproduced In full coler on the

inside spreesd of each of the six imsues of
104G, The first twe will appear in the

January-February issue and will portray

_ Bullock's Oricle and the Western Tanager.
To obtain these twelve reproductions in

full color will be more than worth the
price of membership, without taking into
account the balance of the magazine or the
other privileges of membership, FRemexzber
that if you live in the Los Angeles dis-
trict, membership in the National Socclety
carries with it, on reguest, membership
in the Los Angeles Audubon Society with-
out additiconal dues.
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CALENDAR FCR FEBRUARY, 1G49

THURSDAY, Feb. 3. Field Trip, Chetsworth Reservoir Grounds., Desides geese, ducks and
many shore and land birds found there, we shall look especially for Cassin's kingbirds,
pipits, grasshopper, vesper and lark sparrcws, also found there but seldom hunted oui.
Special Tanner Motor Bus will leave Los ingeles, 6tk and Olive streets {(perk cormer),
8:30 A.M. Will stop for passengers pick-up cormer Hollywoed and Cahwengs Blvdsz, &t
8:45, and Ventura Blvd. and Laurel Cenyon 8:55. Round trip fare, $1.55. FPlease have
exact change. Take lunch. Make reservation EARLY with Miss 2dith Crane, %‘9’25% Cizpr-
ron 5%., Los Angeles 37; Aiminster 2-8458, Those driving go out Ventura Blvd. to To-
panga Canyon Blvd., right to Roscoe Blvd., left to Fallbrook St., right to Reservoir
gate. Please be at Reservoir gate close toc §:3C when gate will open to afmit Audrbop
visitors. All will leave Chatsworth Reservoir grounds by same gate sbout 3 .M.

Lunch at 11:45 at picnic tables, followed by mature talks, IEADER, Mrs. Carcline H.
Daugherty; CHarleston 6-1747.

TUESDAY, Feb, 8 and again Saturday, Feb, 12. Audubon Screen Tour, "wild Life Down
East," a sparkling color motion picture program, by Carl W. Buchheister, Vice-presi-
dent of the National Audubon Society. For information, see special bulletin issued
by Wm. K. DePue, Business Manager, 6055 Fair Ave., North Hollywood.

THURSDAY, Feb. 10, 7 P.M. ILos Angeles Central Library, Fifth 3%. and Grand Ave.

First floor., Mrs. Elizabeth B. Goolden, First Vice-President, presiding, Speaker,
Walter Scott, who last summer followed Audubon's trails down the Chic and Mississippl
rivers, will give his impressions of what he saw, beginning with Henderson, XKy. on
down to Feliciana, Audubon's Louisiana "hseppyland." The discussicn period, led by
Miss Louise Luckan, will be devoted to the sparrow family, Bring your Peterson, or
Hoffman, or both,- your questions, too, and help work out the gnswers.

THURSDAY, Feb. 17. 1:30 P.M, Los Angsles County Museum, Exposition Perk, Mrs. Hood
presiding, Mr., and Mrs, Harlan E, Eckler will show kodachromes of Arizona desert
birds, taken by them in the Southwest Arboretum, at Superior, and in Madera Canyon,
where they spent three months last syring, These are views not only of typicel birds
of the region, but also of cacti in glorious bloom end other desert plants, such as
the saguaro, the giant cactus which grows to a height of fifty feet and lives for two
centuries. Kenneth E. Stager, Curator of Crnitholegy, County Museum, will present
"the bird of the month." A vote will be taken on proposed changes in the by-laws, read
at the January meeting. .
THURSDAY, Feb, 24, Study Class, 10 to 12 Noon, Long Hall, Plummer Park, 7377 Sonta
Monica Blvd., on the Pacific Elsctric Santa Monice Blvd,-West Hollywood line. Leader,
George T. Hastings. The program, arranged by Thos. F. Parker, will bte: First Hour,
The Structure of Birds,- skeleton, circulation, bills and feet; Second Hour, Eome )
Families of Monocotyledons,- grasses, palms, lilies, orchids. Bring lunch and spend

the afternoon at headguarters. .
SUNDAY, Feb. 27. Fieqld Trip, Griffith Park, Riverside Drive side, Meet at 8 A.M, in

front of the Cafe. Take lunch. LEADER, C. J. Parker; ATlentic 1-2590.

THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 6-3748
E1} sphone: Whittier 5374

2504 South Durfee Ave., El Monte. Telephione: Whi e ‘

Mrs. O, M S?chtz, Director. ’ Mrs. M, Gertrude Woods, Assistant Pirector
C. W. Hamilton, Warden ‘

Maintained by the National Audubon Society, with the‘ cx:joperatian of ;tﬁ isf'fu;;iemeaL-
fornia affiliated societies. Regularly scheduled field trip ithe second Sunday ©
each month, starting from the enirance at § A.M.
Advisory Committee: Chairman, Mrs, J. H. Comby,
National Audubon Society; 20C Kratt Lane, Whittier.

Southern California Representative,
Telephone: Whittier 41-4236.






