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ANOTHER PAGE OF ENGLISH SPAEROV EiSTCSY 3j George x. aastj_ngs

In the May, 19^8, Western Tanager, Dr. Leys liiller g-j.re an account cf tie se
of the English sparrow to California, ba.:ed on his own ctservcitlcns. It ray "be inter-
esting to go back to the coming of these birds to Asarlca. Vaen I m s four years old
I was given a book, "Little Folks in leathers and Fur," which I graaxlj enjoyed as it
was read to me. In it is a chapter - The Little Worn. Hunters cf Saw York - tailing
how the English sparrow was introduced into Ejw Y~r> ts eczitrol en invasion of cater-
pillars. The chapter concludes: "And the tress C ^ E out lea-rtiful and ̂ reen a3 oi
old, and the whole big city feels gratoiYJ to the pretty little v s m tranter:? frca
England."

Apparently the first English sparrows were liberated in Bror-klyn In I65I, In
1856 six were liberated in Portland, Mains, and increased in numbers there. About
the same time 3°0 were brought to Washington b; the Snitiuaniun Institution, 1-AZ all
died. A second effort mads in I87I was successful and the birdc becars established.

In i860 a prominent citisen set 12 birdc free near Washington S^u-re in lew-
York City and repeated this for several successive sissaerc. In. iSS" the rari: Ccssia-
sion set 1^ birds free in Central Park, and others TO re literutei in Jersey City.
For some time the Hew York parlc authorities feu the sorrows and put up nasvisg "boxes
for them. In 1864 the Boston city governmsnt bought 2CZ sparrows in Gersany. "Ur-
fortunately all died," GO the following year seise hundreds sore vere bro-wght ever,
some of which survived and were carefully cared for by the city forester. In lZ6S
20 sparrows were imported to Charleston, and the following year L X J to ?hilaaolpnia.

Thus from I85I to 1870 several thousand sparrows vsre brcu£ht frcn Sr̂ iiJa.! and
Germany, at the cost of several thousands of dollars, ana liberated in cities frcz.
Maine to Carolina, Most people at the time felt that these birds vsre a very valmbie
addition to our bird population. They were carefully protected by law at a tine wii©:3
our native birds were being given little or no protection.

Few ornithologists saw any danger in this introduction, Saird, Brewer snd fiidg-
way in "Forth American Land Birds" (from which nuch of this information has been
taken) say of the English sparrow: "80 far they manifest no disposition to itolest
and drive away our native birds." But two years before this was written, Elliot
Coues, in his "Key to North American Birds", stated; "Imported about fifteen yeara
ago during a craze which affected even sore ornithologists, Baking people fancy that
a granivorous, conirostral bird would rid us of insect pests, this sturdy and invin-
cible little bird has overrun the whole country and proved a nuieance without a re-
deeming quality." Today most people consider the sparrow an undesirable citizen,
but efforts made to exterminate or control it have been futile.

Efforts to introduce the nightingale, skylark, European goldfinch ana other
birds have failed, but the starling is established over much of the United States and
still spreading, becoming as mich of a nuisance as the English sparrow. At the bast,
man's efforts to improve on what Nature has given us cannot be considered happy ones.
If the efforts spent in bringing in foreign birds lad been spent in the protection
and encouragement of our native song birds, the results might have been really worth
while.
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COBKECTION
Change the address of Mrs, Aarah Bsad
( l i s t ed incorrectly in the September
Tanager) to 25k Cami.no de Teodoro, VaJnut.

OOiJlT'"

FOE SALE
Por the convenience of its members

and friends, the Society is prepared to
sell the following nature study material:

"Field Guide to Western Birds/'
by Roger Tory Peterson $3.50

"Field Guide to Birds" (Eastern),
by Sogor Tory Peterson 3-50

"Birds of the Pacific States,"
by Ralph Hoffman k .CO

Check list of the birds of Southern
California (Cogswell and Murdocic) ,02

Study list of common birds of Los
Angeles County (Mary Y. Hood)... .02

Study Guide, for convenience in re-
cording observations 01

Study Guide, >rith line drawings of
25 common birds, for coloring.. .35

"California native Plants Desirable
for Gardens and Sanctuaries," by
Theodore Payne, with notes of birds
attracted to them for food or nest-
ing material C5

Apply to Miss Eose L. Kahn
512 H. Alta Dr., Beverly Hills

or to MiSB Clara 3. Pflager
1^1 N« Bsrendo St., Los Angeles

THE SOCIETY'S PURPOSE: "To promote uhe
study and protection of wildlife, plants,
soil and water."

Shirley riiisdnle, vestrileauiat,
her "Judy Splinters,M wic orcsatmsu r
Isirlv fron ^^ds vis ion Kî 1-̂  ^^Ptod x/2
l©?.rn isons u.b"̂"*t birds sind tH*-̂ "̂ ir̂ J.̂

vas Constance Berry, a student -sambo. cT
the Los Aii^olec Audubon Society. C : ^r
interest ing zarBonal experiences w-ixJa

withiiio w 2icunte4
ssna of a cIiicSBdee,. a nlgiitiiawk aiKl a
red-wing 'blsck'blrd, loaasd lier for ti®
oocasicai by the County Ito

On July 22 Shirley and *^taym

hostesEsa to "Wh'jozit," an injured tars
owl tenpors.rily in By care, Eis legsil
custodian is Wallace Ernst, t!¥lioozitH

i s probably the f i r s t zmxti owl to t s l s -
caet, and as a television, subject he -was
p-iri'oct! Is winked and blinked
a t tliu great l i gh t s , tumtng Ms x
froia eids no side, and lie E»a© so pro-
tect when I placed my hands usoer ills
wings and apreaa tiisn out to siass t2»ir
length ana their beautiful narkings.

As a study subject "yiioositC! i s
price] ess J Eis Egadibles ar-e crcs&sa,
isalcing eating a chore. Horseflesh, oys-
t e r shell and water comprise his diet ,
He weighs lh pound;.,:j age, probably two
years. Ee aanpts himself tc> human care
and whinEey, u.nd demonstrates an infal-
l ib l e ssnse of bearing and, sight - end
appreciation. We have watched, his 6.1-
gett i^e ^estiirtis a t 2l.oaz ^&zii*o, hia
moultin^ and feathering - head, neck3
secondaries, p r i o r i e s , " t a i l ccvorts and
t a i l feataer^, in order, ' 'sprouting.''
Eis fficni:cy-face ai«£ ^rcrn froiii freakish
to kindly. His "isxnkej-shines*' include
tvistin;* the head to a s ta r t l ing angle
of 135 de;;,.ree3, riglit or l e f t , giving
aim an inpdsii look. E3 haa different
noises fcr foad, for fear or for an^er,
Lil^e a dog, he envoys iicvinp his hsud
scratched.

At the 'broadcast we entioned
visible proof of owls feeding rats to
their young. "Judy'' thought it sounded
unappetizing, but accepted it as a fa-t,
and agreed that the ovl is a friend of
loan. J0S2PEIIE Y. WILLIS



OBSERVATIONS r - - — - i s i l a c .r.l,; z~Li.zr*. li- y . ' r . - v , .
r>_en. Jean Irr;lc r . i .r^. t " -. . • -'

The summer months have been touch -ani-tui^c-l pi 5ir.2 :'ce*Lcr -;. eluC.^.
for land birds. Several successive dry " v-? 3- "^ --? -r- - "*>'-"-'•* '^ '- Z"~v^ ~- "~
seasons have reduced their supply of vild center of Glendale,
oeeds and fruits. 2-Iarsh and shore birds _
continue to lose their feeding areas "V^c~n3, nw£j "̂ , -n^ne i-szi J^-J?m±j ,-•£
tlirough mosquito-control and beach -er tend- a r s a ("•J?ar~e~V» in G-.ienda.ie iSetz,) ant
ing activities, plus building progress. in^Loa Angeiss^nsar^he^Kilshirg^ Co;3t:
The birds' overall picture shows Southern C i^ D '"7' ^I0';f£ °^,^1"ufn*3 niir^nssi.:
California, which used to be such a birds' vers '~C"^:\J,~n '^:"^z:itn.far*V'J-T'': "LX ̂
paradise, becoming too populated with. r«a::- f-'-S'-'"̂  "*̂ , 1>'JU"u"Lt*./"'"7f:;=J"̂ i/ -_SJ-"'u'i™ i-'aj-
kind who do not realize the isrcortanre a-"* "fy urea. August !:• iji}, Axnsarara. Augusi
reserving a few areas for birds. ~ 4 ffarkerj. A wave of 35 plleoi&teii -

a fow yexlcBT ana j.ut6 scent wa.rbj.ere we,
SHOES and MAESH BIBBS: Twenty-five seen in Griffith iark August 22 Cj.l. J

wood ibis (white storks) observed by the
Sidney Boners on and over the Maxton WATCH SOW 'Mtm: Bstamiag vild
Brown Sanctuary Lagoon, Carlsbad. July ID. a n d shor& birds; chipping, Omsml's sai
However,
very low August
seen on nearby Santa Margarita Biver bank
and four in their beautiful flight fora,
overhead. There were many American and
snowy egrets in both areas. The "Golden XKE HIGH P O U T of m-r vacation birdie was
Slippers" (snowy egrets) were still wear- the sight of a Great gray cvl. fids m>zi
ing their breeding plumage. Black-necked unccsusn bird, a resident of boreal forts
stilts were in migration flocks (hQ to 50 Asariea ana a straggler in the united
plus) and there were numerous Northern States flew across our path in the
phalaropes in both spots. Ten avocet on forests at Elaisath Lake, Oregon, last
the lagoon. July. Ifc huge wing-spread (^ to 5 ft.)

On the Los Angeles Eiver Settling Ba- i n sP l r ef ^ sudden^top of the ear,_ e m
sins, west end of Griffith Park, along a ^ ^ i £ t e r 1 vas iort^U» anougft to
-r -, -, . ,, _ . , . , , \ . , , , see it tereaeu on a low luac vssre its
ilollmgsworth Drive, which have he±a shal- . . .
, , ,, 3 . n - • • • size was even nore ijnaressive. tne arar
low ponds all summer and vili. continue to , -. . "-1 *
do eo until heavy winter rains come, lb :Ql?rtnf? fsav^ rcun. neaa ana great
. , ' , . 11 - laciai aisks raide its laentincation im~
Antnony's green herons, somet^ss callea a l ; e s t i c n a b l s > VainR a l a _ e ^ t r e e a g

Fly-up-the-creek, were^seen August 25. - - £ - J a T ! r r M c h
This heron is not gregarious; we aclaani . , , -_ . . ., . -"", - j'

, . , ., j , , , ,. sut \'OBXI I reticnsa tne tree JHT oird aaxL
see even onej out here taey dotted tne ,..,)__,,•
ponds, either stalkinj thoir prsv or '""•"I"'-u* __ _ ____ ̂ _
standing "frozen.I: Black-crowned night """ """ ------
and California herons, also nany greater
yellow-legs were there. DSivSY NSL30II caretaker of the Los Ange-

les County Arboretum, reports that in
DUCKS: H. K. Job aptly styles the J u l v t v o ;larcil3 ? tfco Anthony's green and

pintail the greyhound anong water fowl. *}1o" oî ci'-'̂ '̂-med ni^ht neated^in his
They are usually the first ducks to reach ..^^ -H-M,-.]! "borders one side of the ar-
their winter quarters.There were hundreds -pc-.vgi-̂r, -..-ire
on the Santa Margarita River and sover.il
on the Sanctuary Lagoon August 16. Eleven ^ •• +- . ••
pintail were seen on the Los Angeles Hiver m m T F A I L r o ~r]flx t a s conservation ̂
Settling Basins August 25. ~ exhibit, calxea • cur riunaerea ru.tmet,

on display until Jan-us.ry 3 m tne ra-
L/a© BISDS: Yalley auail brought tunda of the Los Angeles County Museum.

off few young in the-Burbanlc area, and
thoae wers soon reduced 'oj, thsir sany one-
mioa, The elderberry crop failed•i\.i. w-c;
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CALESEAF. FOB OCTOES!, IQifS

THURSDAY, Oct. 7. Field trip, Hadondo Beach, park and shore areas. Special stydy of
gulls, terns and loons. Tabs Eedondo Motor BUB, Subway Terminal, **23 3. Hill St.*,
Los Angeles, 8 A.M. Bound trip fare, &6$. Get off at Torrance Blvd. f or as XUBBX tm
city park as possible. Take lunch. Bird walk will start frcs picnic tables is the
park about 9:30 A.M., returning for lunch at 11:45. Program vill follcw Itsicii.

LEADER, Mrs, Caroline fi. Bauaherty; CHarlsston 6-l7k7
TUESDAY, Oct. 12, 7:1(5 P.M. and Saturday, Oct. 16, 2 P.M. Audubon Scrssn four, by
Karl H. Maslowski. Admission "by Screen Toura Club ssmbsrship card only, Se« special
announcement issued by Win. K. DePue, 6055 lair AYS., Ilortit Bollywood.
THURSDAY, Oct. Ik. 7:00 P.M. Central Library, Jifta St. end Grand AT©., LOS AageJtes.
First floor. Mrs. Elizabeth Burwell Gooldsn, first Vice-president, presiding.
Speaker, Dr. John S. Garth, Research Aaeociuta, Allan Eaneoek FoundatiQn3 ViHyevmltj
of Southern California. Topic, "Birds of the Galapagos Islands," illustrated with
motion pictures. The study hour, in char.-jo of Miss Louise A. Luckan, will >>« 4eroted
to suggestions for the year's work. Coma prepared to participate. Since taie Library
closeB at 9 o'clock, it is important that the Eeetxiig begin promptly at 7,
THURSDAY, Oct. 21. 1:30 P.M. Los Angeles County Mussiis^ E^ositioo Park. Mrs. Mary
V. Hood, president, presiding. Mrs. Hood will show two series of her own kodaeiiroaes,-
"The Brown Pelican and Other Denizens of the Coronaao Islands" and "Highlights of a
Summer in Tuolumne Meadows, 1^8." Kenneth S. Stager, Curator of Ornithology acd Mam-
malogy, the County Museum, will present "the bird of the month." At the close of ti»
program there will be a tour of the Bird Eall, on the second floor, and of the Conser-
vation Exhibit, "Our Plundered Planet," in the rotunda.
SUNDAY, Oct. 2k. Field trip, San Dimas County Park. 8 A.M. From the center of
Azusa (Foothill Blvd. and Azusa Ave.) go east 6.8 miles on Highway 66, turn left acm-
fourth mile to park entrance. Watch for"3an Bines Canyon" sign. Bring lunch.

LEADER, C. J. Parkerj ATlantic l-2irQ0
THURSDAY, Oct. 28. Study Class, 10 to 12 Ho on. Long Hall, Flimzaer Park, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd. From downtown Los Angeles tuke Santa Monica Blvd.- West Hollywood car;
get off at Fuller Ave. and continue on foot one block west to park entrance.
First hour: The origin of birds j geological histox-y of birds; development of birds
from the egg. Second hour: Nature Poetry. Members are asked to bring one or acre
favorite poem3 on any phase of nature. Plan to spend the afternoon in our head-
quarters .

LEADER, George T. Hastings; 3anta Monica 5-1137

THE SAK GABKISL BIVHH WILDLIFE SAIICTTIARY
Mrs. 0. M. Stultz, Director, 2^94 South Durfoe Avs.. El Monte

This sanctuary is raaintainsd by the national Audubon Society, vith the coopera-
tion of its Southern California affiiiatsd societies. Reached by the Pacific Electric
Pasadena-Long Beach bus. Telephone TUcker 7272 for info mation as to bast connection.
Eogularly scheduled field trip the second Sunday of^eac-h_Eionth, starting from the
entrance at $ A.M. Sanctuary telephone: Whittier 6-374o'.

Advisory Committee
Chairman: Mrs. J. H. Comby, Southern California representative, National Auducon So-
ciety, 200 Kratt Lane, Whittier, Telephone: Wbittier kl-k2^b.
Members: Mrs. Caroline H. Daugherty, Mrs. Anna B. Young, Kr. Otto J. Zahn, Mr, Harlan
Gate and Mrs. F, F. Pellissier,




