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PIVE YEARS WITH THT LOS ANGELES AUDUBON SOCIETY vovvvvnnnovevsneneenn By ERNA COMBY

"Today is your day and mine, the only day we have, the day in which we

play our part. What our part may signify in the great whole we may not
understand, but we are here to play it, and now is our time., This we

know: it is a part of action, not of whining; it is a part of love, not
cynicism. It is for us to express that love in terms of human helpful-
ness." -——-David Sterr Jordan

With these words we opened our program in October, 1942, and today, as we turn
the pages of "The Tanager,' which have so faithfully recorded the events of these five
years, we conclude that our Society has played its part in the great whole in a cred-
{table way. Heduced to terms of human helpfulness, the activities and dreams of our
busy days have yielded a rich harvest.

We ask the 1ndulgence of our readers as we mention events with which nany are fa-
miliar; but as they comprise the material with which we have builded, they must be
taken into account as we check the soundness of our foundation. Morzover, we may de-
rive from them a bit of inspiration for the building of tomorrow,

OQur first regional Audubon conference, well attended Dy neighboring groups from
Santa Parbara to San Diego, seems ancient history, but we are still enjoying some of
the aftermath of this interesting endeavor.

Barly in this period we became a branch of the National Audubon Society, a step
thet hes carried wus steadily forward on & broader program., It has brought into our
menbership many whose interest has strengthened our ranks and has established new con-
tacts for us.

The Los Angeles County Museum has been an important ally in the success of our
program. We have enjoyed its facilities for our meetings and for our nature courses.
We have collaborated in several important issues, notably in securing the George Wil-
let collection of bird skins for the lMuseum, and in the recent showing of Audubon
prints in conjunction with natural history exhibits, & venture which was the first of
its kind in this area and which aroused a great deal of interest,

Congervation interest has woven in and out of our program like a shining silver
thread in & piece of tapestry. We have been ever alert to situations that needed our
support. OQur attention has becn constant on the matter of securing a bird refuge in
the Playa del Rey area, and we have had an active part in the furthering of the beloved
8an Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary. Yor a joyous highlight we dedicated a toys'
camp, the Bar V Ranch School and the beautiful Alme Stultz Bird Sanctuary on the
Shearer's place, as sanctuaries. In the old courthouse yard known as Plaza de Justi-
cie, in los Angeles, stands a beautiful fountain, the gift of Mickey Bishop, and this
tco we were honored to present.

¥any hundreds of boys and girls, as well as leaders of youth groups, enthusiasti-
cally praise our Society for the youth leadership from which they have benefitted.
Courses given at the Museum and at Plummer Park, field trips,- all have played a part
in this vital work.

We are proud of our progrems as we look over the list of distinguished speakers
who have honored us. We realize that their participation in our efforts has inspired

us to strive for an even higher standard. ) ‘ .
Christmas bird counts stepped up to a leading place in the Nation, and field trips
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nave built an ever-increasing interest. These are well established, and during the
current year boat trips for the study of pelagic birds have furnished additional at-
traction. .

The new departments of Youth Leadership and Zvening Programs have been added to
our program in this five-year period. The Zvening Program at the Los Argeles Library
is known as a "going concern" and is supplemented with a Sunday field trip.

Qur headquarters at Plummer Park has become increasingly valuable to ue, with its
fine library and museum of specimens. Its facilities for Study Class zni other meet—
ings are available to us and the "homey" atmosphere fostered by our curztor mskss a
trip to our Audubon home with its delightful oid fashioned surroundings a resl plezs-
ure. As one browses in the Headquarters the painiings of birds and pests ty Henry
Smith Williams engage the attention, and upon inguiry the visitor lezrns that & fine
traveling educational exhibit of these picturés is meking the rounds of the public
schools, under the sponsorship of our Society.

Screen Tour lectures have already bscome a well established part of our prograns,

It was only two years ago that we undertook to sponsor this project, and we look upon
its success with a good deal of satisfaction that our organization was the first to
undertake this activity in our area. It would be interestirg and enlightening to
evaluate the results of this program in terms of Tuman hzlpfulness.

The gstablishment of an "Educational Fund" has yielded rich results, for by this
means we were able to accept the invitation of the National Audubon Society to send one
of our members to the Eastern nature camps, as well as to underwrite educationsl pro-
jects., Currently we have established from this fund an annual scholarship, designed
to send an interested person to & summer camp.

Our "Western Tanager" carries a monthly message to our membership. This is borne
home to the writer emphatically as the highlights of the past few ysars are gleanad
from its pages. A

Our Society was represented by the Presidant at the annual meeting of the National
Avdubon Society in New York on two successive years.

Touching hurriedly upon these few highlights, one recalls the trying ysars of the
war and how we banded together in humble acknowledgement of our responsidbility, forging
ahead in activity, spurning cynicism, wondering often what our part in the great whole
night signify, yet never stopping too long to ponder,

Such success as our Society has achieved in the carrying out of its program during
these five years is due to the cooperation and loyalty of its officers and members and
to the unselfish devotion to a program that has for Yts theme the whole wide world of
Hature, and human helpfulness for a common denominator.

To our successors,- a rich day and a shining tomorrow!

CBSERVATIONS: Scarcity of wild ducks reported from all areas. Several species of shore
birds seen along coast 5/2. Spotted sandpipers (wearing their spots) seen along city
reservoir and river shores. They nest along high mountain streams. Warbler migration
late and scattered. Thirteen species of warblers seen on their migration flight durine
& trip from Los Angeles to Tucson May 3 to 10. April 28, seven speciss of warblers se.:
in San Gabdbriel River Wildlife Sanctuary, calaveras, golden pileolatzd and black-throatec
grays predominating. A birder's thrill: Numbers of Western tanegers, csdar waxwings
and ash-throated flycatchers perched high in a cottonwood, all darting out to catch in-
sects. Western tanagers seen everywhere. Mrs. W. C. Brown reports them in a Melrose
Avenue, Hollywood yard. About 60 yellow-headed blackbirds seen along Sen Gabriel River
M/}O; Mrs. Erna Comby., Phainopeplas trying to start nesting along Glendale and Burbank
outskirts. Miss D. Getz, Glendale reports robins nesting nearby; parsnts carrying worms
5/12. The beautiful blue grosbeaks are back end nesting; 5/3. LISTEN NOW FOR the happy
song of the black-headad grosbeak, heard from city dwelling to high mountain cabin, And
all other bird songs. Try to identify them. All are beautiful and cheery, even the
modest brown towhee's. And please do not forget to put out fresh water and some seed ]
regularly. Rolled oats and yellow corn meal are favorites. This scason will be dry and

the birds will be grateful for-your help.
-~~CAROLINE H. DAUGHERTY
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W® WIEICOME Mr, Ben ¥, Tucker, of Long
Eeach &8 a Patron Member. Mr. Tucker

hag long been an ardent advocate of Y¥a-
ture education as promoted by our Society,
and hes been known &ll over the United
States through his successful experiments
with hummingbirds at his home in Yodjeska
Canyon, An interesting sidelight is that
neWs reels of this interesting project
were seen in far-awey places by men in

the Service.

HEMBIRSHIP DUZSS, The dues of a majority
of our members are payable July 1. TYour
memberehip card will tell you if this ap-
plies to you. why not surprise {(and help)
the Treasurer by paying in advance? Bring
the money with you on the field trip Juns
5 at Tarnsdall Park. If you are a "joint!
member (National and Los Angeles), you will
be notified by the Vational when your dues
ere paysble, You may send them to New
York, or hend them to our Treasurer, Mrs,

C. J. Parker, 821 ¥. Garfizld avs.,Alhambre.

HEW MEMBERS, WELCOME !

Miss Helen M., Alexander

L208 Clinton St., Los angeles b
¥r., & Mre. Edward P, Bgker

417 S. Downey ave., Downey
Mr. a. M, Ereslaun

2160 W. 20th St., Los sngeles 7
¥rs, Zleznore {lendenon

2430 Raymond ave., Los Angeles 7
t'ry John K. Davis, Jr.

203 X, Elk ave., Glendale 5
tigs Cecelia Foulkes

Hecca
liiss Cassia Gier

3016 Inez St., Los angeles 23
Mr, Donald Kaiser

2323 Gunn ave,, wWhittier
¥rs, Albert W. Hnox

WL S, ¥ingsley Dr., Los Angeles 5
Mr. W. K. McConnell

31304 Hyde Park Elvd., Los Angelss 43
Mr, H, H. FPeters

1229 Point View St., Los Angeles 35
¥rs, Irvine H, Shearer, Jr.

4025 Zighth ive,, Los Angeles 43
¥r. Herry H., Wetzel, Jr.

2L07 La Mesa Dr., Santa Monica
Y¥rg, Effie G. Wheeler

4722 Coolidge Ave., Culver City
Mrs. Dorothy M. Wiseman

11050 Barman Ave,, Culver City
We regrst to rsport the
death of Mrs. Irene Hoselle, who passed
away in April. She had been a member
since 1935. Our sincere sympathy to
her family.

I¥ MZMORIAM.

A CORDIAL IEVITATION comes from Mr. C.V.
Duff, prasident of the Cooper Ornithologi-
cal Club, Southern Division, to attend
the snnusl meeting of the cluvb, to be
held in the lecture hall of the County
lugeum, Zxposition Park, Friday and Sat-
urday, May 30 znd 31, There will be morp-
ing and afternoon sassions and, on Satur-
day afternoon, an informal tea, with Mrs.
J. H. Comby &s hostess. There will he
luncheons and a bangquet, reservsotions for
which can be made through ¥r. Duff, and

a field trip Sundey in the San Gabriel
Fiver Wildlife Sanctuary.

OUR MEMEERSHIF has more than doubled in
the past five yeers., It stands now {May
15) at 543, So far this fiscal yesar,
which ends Junes 30, we have recsived 116
new membel's.
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yACATIONING IN TUOLUMNE MEADOWS. Taking it a little easy at first, we roamed over the

neadows enjoying the antics of the litile picket pins as they bobbed wp all about, ziv-
ing their high-pitched whistle. 4nd against a cobalt sky Swainson hawks saziled méées_

tically about. At the soda springs we found crossbills feeding on the crusty deposit,

They came within a few feet, so we had a fine chance to study and sdmire thenm.

Tasy climbs took us to beautiful hidden lakes whers zll sbout were thrush, white-
crowns and Hammond flycatchers. High in leafless treses an occasional prairie faleon
was sean. DBecoming more ambitious we climbed to Unper Geylor lakes, hoping to sa2s tha
rosy finch. From a precarious rocky perch about 11,007 Feet altitude, with the wind
whipping about us, we waited patiently (7), keeping our binnculars focused on a snow
bank at the edge of the lake and some rocky formation just ahexd, Hardly daring to
pelieve our eyes - Or glasses - we suddenly realized that those dainty but sturdy birds
were all about. One perched on a ledge about ten feet away; others flew overhead.
¥hat excitemenq! We seemed never to weant t0 leave, but the latensss of the hour forced
us to scramble down the trail and wend our way back to the lodge. It was a humble and
grateful group that gathered around the dinner teble to rscount the happy experisnces
of the day.

Of course, stopping &t Siesta Lake was a must, so upon leaving the maadows for
the valley, we allowed ourselves quite a bit of time for that birdy spot. Zvery trae
in the vicinity that was charred and had suspicious-looking holes shuddered at the
beating it received at our hands in our attempt to bring forth a curious pileated or
Alaska three-toed woodpecker. While it is a favorite nesting spot, and many havs
gsgen them there, we were not so fortunate. Though our disappointment was keen, find-
ing a Townsend solitaire, some Macgillivray warblers and brilliant pine grosbesks high
in the treetops, vivid against a clear blue sky, lifted our spirits completely, So
now we have an excuse to return to that heavenly little lake, when I am sure we will
be successful.

- An all too brief trip to the valley, then on to Mariposa Grove for a peaceful
night among the big trees, brought to an end a happy eight days of adventure. and the
surprise on my Treturn home that autumn day was a hearty welcome frod the busisst
chickadee ever. 1 am €0 hoping he will winter in my yard.

-——-MAUD MURPHY, Bditor "The Western Tanager," 1936-1940

THE NATURT COURSTS FOR YOUTH LEADERS, sponsored by the Youth Leadsrship Committee of
the Loz Angeles Audubon Society and arranged and conducted by Mrs. Mary V. Hood, at
the Znz Angeles County Museum, was.successfully completed April 30 after z ten-week
o siarsing February 19. Several organizations were represented, including Boy and
Gisr Sccuvs, Campfire Girls, Woodcraft Rangers, Boys Clubs and the Foresst Service.
Entciment toteled 303, with an average attendance of more than 100 per meeting.
Classes were held each Wednesday night for the ten weeks. They dealt with such sub-
jects as Lirds, reptiles, insects, and seashore life.

As in last year's course, tables attended by members of the Society displayed
specimens for study. At one meeting there was a display of campfire handicrafts, us-—
ing materisls readily found around any cemp. Students passing from table to table
chose the subjects of most interest to them and discussed their characteristics with
the consultants. After a meeting or two, "students" and tteachers" became well ac-
quainted with esach other and the class took on a very Yclubby" atmosphere.

Following the laboratory period the class went to the auditorium for a series of
slides on the subject of the evening. Talks were given by Howard I. Cogswell on bird
study; Dr. Wm, L. Lloyd on sea life; lre. J. H. Conby on conservation; Mr. W. Scott
Lewis on insects; A, York Escalante on collecting and preserving specimens: Mre. Hood
on protection and a series of four on the ecology of desert, foothill and high moun.
tains, all illustrated with & new set of lrs. Hood's excellent slides.

Field trips were taken to Griffith Park, San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary,
Cabrillo Besch snd Charlton Flat. Audubon leaders were provided for these trips and
many interesting birds and other subjects were studied.

Throughout the course emphasis was placed on accurate field identification as

well os the interrelationship of living things,
-—~ARTHUR L, BERRY
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TVENING PEOGRAMS., With the lescturs at the City Library ey 8, by Howard L. Jonss,
illustrated with his own exceptionally beautiful pictures, the monthly Thursday evan-
ing prograns closed for the current club year. The entir: seriss has been orn z high
plane due to the untiring efforts of Mrs, 0. M., Stultz, Generzl Program Cheirman
che wisely varied speszkers and pictures gso as to cover genersll e

g%

history. ZEesides Mr.. Jones, other speskers were Eemneth Z. ager, Howsrd L. Loog-
well, Charles C. Ayres, Jr,, Mrs. Mary V. Hood, and W. . Jupe.gall necbers of the So-
ciety, and there was a series of motion pictures sent by ths Federsl Fish =nd Wild-
life Service. An important contribution to these progrims wes Howard Cogswell's col-
orful descriptions of pending Sunday field trips which he =o skilfully orzanizes.

The attendance approximated an average of seventy-fives at each meeting.
~-~R. W, Julien, Chairman

THT TDUCATIONAL FUND. At the Progrsm Meeting May 15 the folléwing new Ey-law was
zdopted: It is hereby ordered that any donations received by the Sociely, unless
otherwise directed, shall be set aside zs an %ducational Fund arnd shall be usged (1)
ss scholarships of $100, more or lass, as the individual case nay require, to sssist
in the special training of nature leaders; or (2) to underwrits an unususzl sducaticn-
21 undertaking. The Txecutive Foard is aunthorized to transfer teo ths Tducationsl
Tund from the general fund, ot its discretion, any sums not neszded for current ex-
penses. For the purposaes of this section the president is empowered to zppoint 2
gpecial committee of five members of the Society (three to constitute a quorun), to
gervz until the end of the current fiscal yeer. Thereafter zppointments shall be for
the term of one ys=ar, no member to serve consecutively mors than two terms of one
year each. The Executive Board shall adopt rules ard regulztions for the administra-
tion of the Educational Fund, and no expenditure shall be made from the Fund except
ss recommended by the Committee and approved by the Eoard.

THE AUDURON SCREEN TOURS, until two years ago, was found only sast of the Rockies.
Yot unlike certain of our avifauna it has expanded its hadbitat to the warm shores of
the Pacific. 1t has proven to have been & wise decision on the part of our Socisty
to inavngurste it as an annual event in the Los Angeles area, We might ask, #dhat good
is the Screen Tours? Does it sharpen one's appreciation of the out-of-doorsi Does
it make one conscious of the tragic result if efforts toward conmservation fail? Does
it help one to understand the vital bslances in Kature and their importance to man?
The enswer is a definite "Yes."... Next year these progrzms will be givsn on a Satur-
dey afternoon and duplicated the following Monday evening, beginning in October, 1947,
thereby broadening the opportunity of attendance to include psrsons limited to day-
time sctivities. Everyone can, and should, become a member of the Audubon Sereen

Tours Club. Full datails will be in the mail at a later date.
~—~R. W, JULIAN, Cheirman

SUT INTO THE BROAD COUNTRY, where spring flowers brighten the fields, I taks my daily
stroll. Today a pale-bodied bird in flight draws my eager interest. Is this a gull?
¥o, this bird is a hawk. What & powerful flight! With free and cereless motion he
weaves a pattern against the sky. He leaps, then from a great height he dives, re-
coveres, turns and again towers; then comes the plunge and dive. Higher, hizgher,
over and over and over, faster and faster he scrolls his wild maneuver against the
sky. His excitement seems to increase; he towers, somersaults and plunges with wild
sbendon, He scems like a bird gone mad with an over-charge of spring. FKeck, keck,
keck, he cries continually, whilst from high in the summer sky ancther bird answers,
veck, keck, keck, in tones faint but distinct. White-tailed kites! Ard i% is no

idle fancy to assume this to be their nuptiszl flight!
——— ENID MICHAEL

HAVE YOU SEEN Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon's ingenius device for keeping her 1ife liet in
convenient form? It is on uniform pages, 73 x 9%, designed for use in a locse~laafl
binder, with the following printed hezdings: No., Name, Date, Flace Observed, Conzent,
¥rs. Salmon, on request, will gladly explain how she uwses the forn, and yill avaen
share her supply (14 each). Address, 1117 ¥. Fuller Ave., Los Angeles Ls,
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¥IZID TRIP, Thursday, June 5. Barnsdall Park, s.w. cornar Vermont Ave, and
Follywood Blvd Heached from the east by Hollywood Blvd. P. E. car going
north on Hill St. every 10 mimutes, and from the south by Veroont Ave. car to
Yonroe St. with transfer to Vermont Ave. bus. Those driving wiil find pask-
ing space inside the park. leet at 9:70 near the picnic tablae for ti 3

1.4 by ¥rs. Daugherty. ZPBring lunch. After lunch tzsz newly elected
for 1947-U4& will be installed. i

tIT GIVES ME a great deal of plzasure," said ¥Mr. O. V. Duff at the aftzrnoon

neeting May 15, "to pay tribute to our Prozram Chairman, Mrs. O, M. Si:ltz,

We come here month after month to enjoy the fine program she has prepaved,

we are entertained and instructed, and perhaps we do not think of the TEIDON~
L

sibility that has rested on her shoulders. I ¥now something of the anxie
of a program chairman. You are never sure your spesker will arrive until hes
begins to speak! Tvery one of Mrs. Stuliz's gpeskers has arrived and they
have been outstanding in their field. Iirs, Siultz has done a fine thing,vtaa,
in having Kenneth Stager, the Museum's ornitholegist, come in at sach meeting
with a timely message concerning a particular bird. So I am happy to pay ¥rs.
Stultz this tribute for her remarkabls success the past year." ¥rs. Comby
also spoke in high praise of Mrs. Stultz's unselfish devotion to the Socisty,
Dr. John A, Comstock, Director of Science, Los Angelss County Mussum, was '
the speaker of the afternoon. TFrom his grsat fund of nowiedge he spoke on
the subject "Camouflage in Fature," illustratine with slides the remarkabls
ways in which animals and insects defend themsslves through protective form,
habits and coloration.

THE VATURE STUDY CIASS has been held this year under the efficient lzadership
of Walter Scott. PFollowing the expressed desire of the members, most of the
time was devoted to bird study, though plants, mammals and reptiles were not
neglected. With the aid of mounted specimens and with charts prepared with
infinite care by Mr. Scott, the class studied the large and difficult order
of Pagseriformes, each family being represented by & typical bird. ¥r, Scott
arrancged also for programs, several illustrezted with motion pictures or slides,
which combined instruction with entertainment. Miss Ruby Curry, Yr. George T.
Hastings, Mr. and Mrs. W. Scott Lewis have our special gratitude for their
cooperation, and as t 1is issue of "The Tanager" goss to press, we are looking
forward to pictures to be shown liay 22 by Mr. and Mrs. J. Burritt Smith. A4nd
we are intrigued by Mr. Scott's program for the "last day of school," when
prizes are to be given for entries on nature subjscts by the members of the
class. It is difficult to express adequately our appreciation of Mr. Scottls
lezdership in this feature of the Society's progran,

WE ARE DETPLY INTERESTED in the recent acquisition of the "Iucky! zaldwin
estate by the state and county, for developnent as an arboratum, and it is &
pleasure to acknowledge indebtedness to Dr. Samuel Ayres, JT,, znd his commit-

tee and to congratulate them on the fruition of many years of dsvotion to this
cause,

HE SOCIZTY has for sale: "Field Guide to Western Birds," Peterson, $2.75;
"‘1rds of the Pacific States," Hoffman, $3.50; Check Iist of Birds of South-
ern California, by H. L. Cogswell and James Murdock, 2+ each; Study t of

List
Common Rirds of Los Angeles County, by MNrs. Mary V. Hood, 2¢ eachj Study
Guide, illustrated with outline drawings of 25 resident birds, bty the Commit-
tee on Youth Leadership, 524 cach; Plain Study Guides, 24 each; "Wildflowers
of California," illustrated by Mrs. Hood, a gift took, B04 each. See Miscs
Clare E. Pflager, 141 N, Eerendo St., Los Anzeles 4; telephone, FEderal 8127,

WITH THIS ISSUR "Phe Western Tanager" goes on vacation until nsxt fall, Ye
BEditor is grateful for the helpful cooperation and the friendly consideration
she has received during the year, and bespeaks for the Editor of 19L7-Ug the

same encouragement.





