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& LIVING CHRISTMAS TREZ
By Erna Comby, President, Los Anseles Audubon Soclety

4s we look over the records for the past year and glean from them &-complishments
which have highlighted the program, fancy tzases ug to paint a Christmas picture.

) Our Los Angaeles Audubon Society is liks a living Christmas tree. We may trin it
this Yuletide sceason with achievements that have enriched our prograz and that will
ceuse our trea to sparkle and gleam. Tall and sturdy is this tree, well tended by the
efforte of our Publicity Committee. Its roots are deep, for they are in geod soil,
mede rich with the clements of interest in various phases of rature and devotion to
the ceuse of consarvation., As it grows, ths branches hava bacome vigorous with many
activities. Thz trunk ie encased in & hsalthy coat of bark well nourisghed by our tress-
ury which, whils aever affluent, nevertheless seems flexibls enough to maintain ordi-
nary standards of life., The needles ars rich and splcy with the kindly wishes and in-
terest of all who know this irese.

On the tip 1s a shining silver star to repreasent the fervent thankfulness we feel
that the shadow of war 1s lifted from our country and that we have been able to con-
duct our efforts on a high note of building for ths future, It ig gratifying to know
that some of the projects that fit well into a peacetime program had thelr inception
during war years, with their difficulties and handicaps, and we fesl a great deal of
prids that our offorts to sse ahead are justified by the manner in which our program
has adanted itsslf with little variation to the tempo of the times.

Five hundred golden bells of membership encircle the upper branches, Hearly half
of them have a dzeper tonsz for theirs is the added pleasure of bslonging to the Hation-
al Society. On the branch to the left is a8 beautiful ship in full sail. It is our pub-
lication, "Th=2 Wistern Tanager," one of the most far-reaching of our attractions. It
is prizad wherever it goes for its brief but intarasting contents and its frisndly
spirit. Though small, it is our ship of state, and this year it has sailed farther
and more gallantly than ever before aided by a gift of $200 from our warmhearted
friend, Mickey Andubon Bisghop.

To the right is & blue and gold airplan2, It is thare by the eloquent thanks of
those who have 21joyed carefully planned field trips, both near and far, soms for week
days, others on Sundays. Field, marsh, mountain,- all haves contributed to our knowl-
adge and pleasurs.

Our efforts to assist boy and girl Scouts, to help leaders of Youth growps, end
to establish Junior 4udubon Clubs ars indicatzd by the chain of glistening adornment
that winds in and out among the verdent branches. It trims the tree beantifully and
yet it is a modest symbol of the accomplishments of tha Youth Leadership Committee
which has devaloped outstanding material for use in this work,

Soft snow interspersed with glistening globules rests upon the branches here and
there, It symbolizes our mectings, both evening and aftarnoon, the former at the Los
ingeles City Library, the latter at the County liussum. Many highlights from these
programs of nature pictures and lecturcs will rzpain in our menory.

Among the white and green thsre is room for a bsautiful r2d bell, It points uwp
the work of our Study Class at Plummer Parlk, that has grown in interest and atiendance
and hag opened the door to many an exciting vista in nature in the field of plants and

animals,
Hers and there from the branches hang lovely crystal balls. They are vibrsnt

)

(Continued on Pege 12)
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THE WESTIRN TANAGTR

Pubtlished by the Los Angeles Auduben Soc'y.

Zzadquarters in Plummer Park, 7377 Santa

tonica Blvd., los Angeles LR

President. . . . . ., . Mrs, J.
Foute 3, Box 373-F, Whittier
Telephone; Whittier 41-L234

Txecutive Secretary., . Miss I, M., Wilson
4314 Log Peliz Blvd., Los Angeles 27
Melephona: MOrmandy 1-4279

Treastrer. .« « « « » o oMrs, C, J. Parker
821 Y. Carfield Ave., Alhambra
Telephone: ATlantic 1-2490

¢arator-Tibrarian. . .Mrs. Vary E. Salmon
1117 ¥, Fuller 4ve., Los irngelag Y44
Telophone; GRanite 9312

Field Leader , MMrs, Caroline H. Taugherty
Telephone: CYarluston 6-1747

Sunday Field Luador. . . . H, L. Cogswall
Telephone: WHittier 6-3748

E, Comby

Program Chairman. . . . Y¥re. O, M. Stulis
Telephone: Fiteroy 7537
Zvening Program Chairman, . .R. ¥. Julian

Telephone: WAlnut 78H3

Bditor. . . 4+ « « s+ + . Migs Laura Greely
9ol Kendall Ave., South Pasadena
Telephone: Blanchard 7-1849

MEMBTESHIP DUES:

$100. Joint lembership with FNational Audu-
ton Socy., including "Audubon Magazinpe,”
$5 (minimum). Hembership Chairman, lirs.
Wm. T. Shelford, 3315 W. U4lst St., Los &n-
zelas 43, AXninster QH10.

Student (12 to 18 yrs. of
age), 75+4; Lnnual, 31.50; Life, $25; Patron

UBSTRVATIONS: Two wild Mallard Ducks and
flock of 35 Greater Yellow-legs Oct. 21,
Griffith Parlk, and 1 Wilson's Snipe Hov.Q.
Pifty Western Grobe, 5 White Pelicans, B
White-fronted Gesse, 300 Ring-necired Duck,
% Red-breasted llerzansers, Chatsworth Ros-
arvoir Hov. 1, White-tailed kites: 2 ncar
Piru, 2 in Chataworth area. Onc Slender-
billad ¥uthaten, Griffith Park, Nov, 9.
Thurber's Juncos commonly saen since Oct.
17. Mrs. Ruth licCuns reperts a flock feed-
ing in school yard, Mt. Washington.
of 25 in Burbank yard, with Gambel's Spar-

Flock

¥EYW MRIBINS, WRICOME |

-~ hy Enlascas

1011 W, 2nd St., Los inzeles 12
" Miss Christine Billfclds

924 W. 55th St., Ios Angzelas 37
- ¥Mr, & ¥re, armond D, PBrattland, and
. armond EBrettland, Jr.,

2610 S. Durfee avz., %1 ¥onte
- Kiss tabsl Srece Erown

Lozl W, 2rd St., Los irgelss b
~ Migs Tstelle B, Cameron

1314 S, Hoover St., Ios ingeles
* ¥r, Harvey R. Cheegmar

535 E, Lomita hve,, Glendale 5
= Xre. J. ¥W. Gelhardt

5503 Pampe ave., Tarzena
* Mre. Iymon 5. Hill

£869 Pacific View Dr., Hollywood 28
; Misses Ella, Lthel & ¥atu Hostetter

Li22 victoria Park Dr., Los hngeles &
»Nrs. Florence H. Karge

1974 See Drive, Waittier
« Miss Helen Xlockgather

907-B 5, Marguerita ave,.,, Alhazbra
- ¥r. Richard B, leist

1357 Virginia sve., Glendalc 2
" ¥Mrg., John P, Massena

P.0. Box 382, lLagune Beach
» Dr. Loye Holme® Miller {Hororary)

10333 Louisiana Lve., Loe angeles 25
* Mr, Allen H, Morgan

Bowdoin follegs, Brunswick, Maine
+ Mrs. Lydia Richardson

k20 N. Avenue £/ Los Angeles 42
» Mrs, H:len G. Roberts

L413 Clarissa hve., Hollywood 27
+ Mre, Horace Singleton, Miss Sandra P,
-8ingleton and Wm, J. Singleton

ACY S. alhembra Ave., Monteorey Park
+ Miss Calla Smith

4167 Zimer Ave., Yorth Hollywood
* Miss Isabel A, Swenson

R Fremont Place, Los Angelcs 5
. Mr. %, P, Terry

2586 absrdsen ave., Los aAngeles 27
: Mrs. Hilda M. Thomas

1414 Bryn Mawr ive., Santa Monica
“Migs liyra Anna Wilmot

4g21 Lemon Grove Ave., Los hngeles 27

(32

rows, Golden-crownad Sparrows and Vallsy
Queil, all feeding togather., Chickadess
in many arsas,
where, §. Ware reports flocks of Wastern
Eluebirds in San Pernando Valley.
WATCH NOW FOK: Wild ducks and Mergensers,
Western Robins, Varied Thrush, Western
Bluebirds, Golden-crowned Xinglets (per-
haps!), Cedar Waxwings and Fox Sparrows.
...CAROLINE H. DAUGHIRTY

Ruby~-crowned Kinglets every

DO YOU NOTICE, in the ebove list, that
Audnbon activities have become & center
of interest to the entire fomily circle
in some homas,- the Brattlande, the Hoe-
tetters and the Singletons?

WANTZD: Copics of "The Tanagzer® for
Gctober and November, 1946,- provided
you have no further use for yours.
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("a Living Christmas Tree" (Continued from front page)
with life and color, for they remind us of the Bodication of ths Bar V. Eanch School
for Boys as a los Angeles Audubon Sanctuary. It has become a refuge for birds and
octher wildlife and 1is & center for nature interest. The bells call attention also to
our participation in interesting the county and regicnal Planning Commissions in plan-
for a tird senctuary at Playa del Rey, and to the fact that we heve kept in closs Eon—
tact with the War Department and its plans for the San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctu—
ary arca. Perhaps some day these plans ray becoms actunlities, end we keep these hopar
before us as we look with pleasure upon the tres, )

There arz many stars on this Christmas Tras and sach tells & story. The hsad-
quarters at Plummer Park, with its fine library and its new collection of bird skins:
the San %abriel River Wildlife Sanctuary of the National Audubon Socisty, which has
developed a program of interest to a variety of groups; the sale of tooks and other
materizl to interestad people; the Educational Fund, by msans of which we have pur—
chased around 8500 worth of material for yountn work, and which enabled uwe to help send
a member to ths Audubon Nature Comp schools this summesr.

We place with pleasure & token of our pride that for ths sscond time we have been
first in the Wation's Christmas bird count, and another for our Christmas party that
brought the Yuletids close to us in cordial hospitality., Somewhere among the gleam—
ing brenches we place a star to commemorate porticipation in the annual meeting in
New York as & branch of the Natlonal Audubon Society. Your president was proud %o
share some of the highlights of our society's program with other lsaders and {o accept
congratulations on achleving the highest percentage of gain in menbership in the first
year in thz role of a branch of the National Society.

We heve left to the last o tiny figure that represents courage, resourcefulness
and vision, and we place it very near the top, for it reminds us that our society
launched the Audubon Screen Tours in our area and nmade of the venture an unqualified
SUCC888.

The tree is loaded, and as we press the button it becomes sparkling and glesming
with joyous Christmas spirit created by thoss whose. wholshearted efforts furnished
the adornments with which it is trimmed. It is a bsautiful tree, for 1t represents
unitzd effort, loyalty, cooperation and hermony, and a combination of these is the
notif of our Christmas mess&ga.

OUR ANWUAL CHRISTHAS PARTY

Thursday, December 5, at 2 P.M,, in the clubhouse in Flummer Zark, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd. Fron downtown Los irgeles take Santa Monicea Blvd.-West Hollywood car,
get off at Fuller Avenu: and walk one block west to park entrence, The Program,
Houss and Hospitality Committses, Mrs. Stultz, Mrs. Salmon and Miss Blind, chairmen,
respectively, have joinad forces in plane for what promises to be an occasion of
Christmas cheer and good fellowship., Members may bring friends as guests,

There will be Christmas carols, with liiss Sarah Tllen Barnes at the piano., OQur
pregident, Mre, Comby, will tsll a Christmas story. A program of songs will follow.
Mr. William Spencer Clarke, soloist for All Saints Episcopal Church, Papadena, will
ging "The Redwood Trees" and "River"; words and melody by George Cossitt White, with

musical errangement by Mary Scott Waite. Mr, Clarke will be accompanied at the piano
by ¥rs., White,

At the close of the program tea will be served by th: Hospitality Committee, afw
tar which the House Committes invites everyonc pres:nt to visit our headquarters, one
of the nistorical landmarks of Hollywood.

Do not forget to bring a Christmas presant for the birds of Plummer Farkl Mre.
Salmon says she has an ample supply of peanut hearts, but thinks a change of diet
night be appreciated., How about raisins, cornmaal, nuts, seeds?

THE NEXT FIELD TRIP

Chatsworth Raservolr, Jawmvary 2, 1947, A complate notice will appesr in the January
"Pannger"s this is just & bit of advance information. A Tanner motor bus will be
chartered, and reservations will be taken by Yrs, Morain, who as vice~chairman of the
Committes on Birds, is in charge of transportation for the field tripa.
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A CORRECTIOHN. At the October Program Meeting Mr. C. V. Duff was inadvertently intro-
duced s the first leader of the L.A.A.S. Study Class., He was, in fact, the second
to hold that position. The first class was held Yov, 26, 1937; its lemder for the
year 1937-38 was Mrs, Grace Eall, of beloved memory.

~— Mrs., 0. M, STULPZ, Program Chairman

THZ AUDUBON SCRIEN TOURS. The first "tour" this scason, held ¥ovember & under the
guidance of Dr, Olin S. Pettingill, Jr., was most enjoyable, with the hall well
fillad, So well filled, in fact, that the Committez announcss memberships for the
4946-47 scason are no longer available; the hall will not sccommodate more people

an we now have in the Club., All members are urged to emphasize this fast to any
®ne who night feel like coming to the nsxt meeting (Dec. 13), expecting to take out

a membership at that time, We repest —. memberships are closed, ard no orne but those
who present cards alrsady obtained cen be admitted to future meetings for the year
ending June 30, 1947.

WE AMHOTNCRE with pleasure that Dr, Ioyse Holmes Miller has Deen elected io Honorary
Memberehip in our Society. Dr. Miller has led a rich and full life in the pursuit of
¥ature interests. During his years as an uvducator he opened the door o an undera
gtanding of natural phenomena for many thousands of people, whose lives have been en-
riched by their contacts with him. He hae devoted much time to the asdvancement of
Science, but has never become too absorbed to lose his interest in people, as is
shown by tha scores who know him as 2 friend. We wish for Dr, Miller many more yesrs
for the enjoyment of his interests and look forward to our association with him.
-~ FEHA COMBY

1DID MR. AUDUBON start the Audubor Society?® M"fHo," "Did Mrs. Audubon, theni® #¥e."
This question from a Boy Scout set me hunting for facts about who started the Audubon
Society. Thinking others besides this Boy Scout and myself might be interested, I
submit my findings, in & few sentences fcllowing:
Dr. George Bird Grinnell coined the term Miudubon Society" in 1884, and under this
titls the organimation was begun. In a year's time the mambership reachesd 50,000 per-
sons, As no fees were collected, the entire sffort was dropped for lack of finmncial
support. PBut nine years later, 1835, Audubon Socisties were orgenized in Massachu-
setts and Pennsylvania, and in the next few ycars bird lovers from many other states
followed their exomple. Thesc scattersd groups were organized into a Fational Connit-
tee of Audubon Societies, in Washington, D. C., in Fovember, 1902. Under the direc-
tion of Wm. Dutcher, this comnittee did much work in securing legislation for the pro-
tection of non-ganc birds and employing wardens to guard breeding colonies of seabirds
on the coast.
In January, 1905, "the National association of Audubon Societies for the Protection of
Wild Birds and Animals" was formad. Wn. Dutcher wns elected president and 7. Gilbert
Pearson was made secretary and financial agent. Wealthy peopls became intercsted
enough to give largs sums of money to this cause, among them being Mrs. Russell Sage,
Mr. Albert Wilcox and others. Dr. Frank M. Chapman began editing "Bird Lore" (now
"Audubon Magazine") (1910) a megazine wiich exprussed their views on the sale of
feathers of our native birds, by thz millinery trade, proanibition of sale of game
birds, enacting stats legislation for game commissionars, geme wardene and general
bird protection. In 1914 the Department of Applied Orinthology was added, with Herbert
¥, Job in charge...This sums up the early history of the Nationel Audubon Soclety.
—MiRY BARNES SaIMON

ZLSA SCHWARTZ wonders if glaucous-winged gulls have been given the full measure of
credit due them for intelligence. Recently at the beach she watchoed one wrestling
with & discarded paper bag which cvidently contained food. He nudged it, pushed it
about, grabbed it in his bill and shook it vigorously. Nothing happened. He dropped
it and began necking at it, trylng to tear a hole in it, $till rothing heppened. Unw
devnted, hs picked it up and flew with it to the waters edge and let incoming waves
wash over it, It worked! The softened paper gave way, and the gull enjoyed hie

m=2al with zusto.
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ciled from Cabrillo Eeach on a long -awaited pelagic bird trip aboard a chartered £5-

sot fishing boat, Through dense fog our ceptain grcped his way out of the hartor

and past the breakwater, with our birding mostly a nmatter of ghostly shapes flyines
pust in the fog. As we approached the western tip of Catalina Island, however, w2 cace
guddenly out of the fog in time to see an adult Pald Eagle perchad majestically on 2
high rocky crag, and a little later two whaoles spouted to tha weetward of the sea lion
colony. On the fishing banks where our skipper said birds (as well as fish) ware usu~
ally plentiful we had very poor luck - a few flying fish and the ever-present Wuster
and Heermann gulls ba2ing all that were locatzd until we nszred Santa Barbara Islend,
gsome 25 miles west of Catalina. There several Scoty Shearwaters and a total of five
gingle Pink-footad Shearwaters were seen flying at a distance, and on ths return irip
those who kept a sharp lookout in the bow were rewarded with a close view of a Leach's
Petrel (ssp.?) which zipped past us. Evidence of a large breeding colony of sea birds
was given by guano deposite 6n the cliffs of Santa Barbara Island. Not many species
(17) were listed for an all-day trip, but the boat ride was perfect, and 211 agreed we
should try again, perhaps next time from Santa Barbara, where deepsvesn waters closer
in to shore might more likely get us the albatross we hoped for this time.

~-HOWARD L, COGSWELL

0'f OCTOBER 20 thirty-seven members and guests of the Los Angeles Audubon Society
;

AFTER A MORNWING'S WORK attending to weskend chores, I placed a gerden chair where I
could relax and 1look at the mountains to the north and enjoy a cigarette, Two brown
towhees, too inta3nt upon towhee bueiness to be bothered by me, hopped acrogs the lawn
and scratched in the dead leaves under the viburnums. A California jay sailed into the
Chinese elm and perched upon & small, low-hanging branch that swayed with his momentum.
As he swung he shouted at me as though I was an intruder. Two doves perched in the
Jacaranda tree. They looked longingly at the bird-bath at the foot of the tree, but
alsgo thsy looked at me with alarm, and after some moments of indecieion they seemed %o
decide that discretion was the better part of valor and flew away. A mockingbird on a
nearby telephone pole sang mockingbird melodies and then tried to flirt with the jay.
"Jaybird, jaybird, jaybird," she sand repidly, and then, "Pret~ty bird, pret-ty bird,
pret-ty bird.," The jay wasn!'t imprassed. A black phoebe perched on a neighbor's fence
made cccasional forays to snap up individual insects and return to his post. Two well-
dressed whita-crowned sparrows came up to the feed trays and sampled the seeds provided
for such vigitors. In & nearby tree a shrike shricked -~ nct because he was annoyed,
but just to keep his voice in comdition, I judged. High overhead scared & hawk, obvi-
ously one of the Buteos, gradually becoming invisible in the distance...Il finished

my cigarette and went inside, Ten minutes birding, eight species, seven families and

thrze orders. Very good, I concluded.
————LESLIE H, YOURG

MR. & MRS. GEORGT COSSITT WHITE were in New York at the time of the 42nd annual con-
vention of the Naotional Audubon Society, and they took advantage of the opportunity
to attend some of the meetings. Mrs, White reports that one of the cutstanding fea-
tures of the program was the wildlife wmotion picture "South Along the Suwanee," by
Allen D. Cruickshank., It will be remembered that this is to be shown here as one of
the Screen Tours Monday, March 17, 1947.

A SMALL GROUP, but mctive and deeply interested, is the South Bay Bird Study Group.
Mige Florence Archer, Hermosa Beach, is chairman, and Mrs. Lura D. Watson, Redendo
Beach, is secretary-treasurer. Meeting conce a month, one member reports: "We ars
finding that the more we study, the more we enjoy our vacation trips.”? The nembers
are prominent in the club life of the South Bay district, and meny are members of
both the Los Angeles and the National Audubon societies.

NOW RETADY for distribution among the members is the official scrap book covering the
past few years, arranged (so nicely!) by Miss Martha Gilbert, retiring Historian of
the Society. The book is in our library in Plummer Park. B S,





