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WH.iT COKTBOLS THE MILIfAEY M.4J2TJ?3ES 0? BISD H O C K ?
Sxcerpts fron a Letter from Mr. Josiah Keely, Menber of I.A.A.S., Huntlngtoa,, I. T.

I have teen writing to some of our 'bird friends in California of a p t o s
once witnessed anong chimney swifts (related to the faux swifts of the Vest),
which I hava "been investigating by correspondence with banders and ornithologists.
Soae of our uvenbers may be interested.

About twenty years ago the Biological Survey was engaged in the banding of great
nunbers of swifts in order to locate their winter hone. I assisted I. H. Johnston,
then state ornithologist of West Virginia, in "banding a great flock of over -20C0
which had "been occupying a church chimney in Charleston, ¥. ?a., during the fall mi-
gration. The birds were directed, as they left the chimney, down a tin chute and col-
lected in crates Bade of a netting over light wood franework. When we started to put
on the bands we had twelve crates, averaging about 200 swifts to the crate, all of
which were in sight. They were exceptionally passive and did not struggle very rigor-
ously even wfeen taken in the hand. There was little movement in the crates*.

After banding and releasing quite a rrunber, we case to one which uttered a shrill
"squeal," quite unlike their usual twitter. This was rather startling, but sot as
much so as the reaction of the passive birds in the crates: They sat up an instan-
taneous fluttering, all in unison; not dashing about, nor changing positions, but
shaking their wings in a tremulous flutter, sonething like a young bird being fed.
As we continued to band, we soon came to another "squealer11 and the response fros the
crates was repeated in the sane way as before. We tacane interested and counted the
swifts that "sounded off" when taken in the hand, and exaninsd them nore closely.
All seemed sonewhat stronger and with stout3r lags, as if they were tough old sales.
We knew there were stragglers still in the chitmey which we were unable io flush,
and wondered if a "squealer" held over the chimney would dislodge thea» fJiey caaa
to the top inmediately. In all there were about 100 "squealers," so, a hundred tines,
the birds in the crates, though their nunbers were decreasing all the time, answered
the sans signal with a flutter.

Last summer I came in contact with Geoffrey Gill, the editor of IBM, organ of
the Eastern Bird Banding Association. Whan I told him of this experience, i WEB sur-
prised to learn he had never heard of it. As ny experience lacked corrotoration, I
felt embarrassed and asked for the nanes of soma of the big Bwift banders of the Caro-
linas, Georgia and Tennessee. I got an inaediata answer fron Eaynond Fleetwood, of
Georgia, who had banded U2,000 swifts and whose bands had located the swifts' winter
habitat in South Ataerica, about four years ago. He confirmed my experience in every
particular and said he was now naking a separate record of "squealers" (he Mnsalf
had so naaed then)K to see if they were specialized individuals and always

 Msound«d
off.* I will not go into all the answers I got, but they were practically -uneciisoxsB
in their confirmations, and most of them nade some speculations as to the signifi-
cance. For example, one -thought the squeal night be a developed characteristic for
the purpose of preventing smothering when too nany tried to crowd into confined
spaces.

What I have been "fishing" for is eonie evidence that birds that fly in close
formation, and make precise evolutions in unison, are directed by soas other aeane

(Continued on Page 39)
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S: According to reports fron
a l l areas th is spring, the warbler migra-
t ion has been far below par in number of
st>ecies individuals. All species have
teen reported, "out only, one to two or
three of each observed in areas where in
fomer years the usual f l i gh t - l ane t rees
and shrubs fa i r ly bubbled with the i r
nunbere. House wrens,however, are com-
mon in a l l their usual hab i t a t s . Blue
grosbeaks are back in the i r several
nes t ing s i t e s , as well as lazul i bunt-
ings and black-chinned sparrows. The
phainoueplas are again s t a r t ing nesting
in the i r Glendala foo th i l l area. Will
observers please note and report on the
apparent diminishing numbers of Brewer
blackbirds? LISTS? HOW FOR: The songs
of the birds as they go about the i r busy
fani ly- l i fe ac t iv i t i es and note how
many cares and problems they overcome
and s t i l l keep on_ singing!

„ . . Caroline H. Baugherty

MaKBSRS, WELCOME,1

Mr. C h a r l e s C. Ayres , J r .
L&ngdale B l d g . , Ottumwa, Iowa.

Mr, Avery M. Blount
l l 6 0 s Kagel Canyon S t . , E . B . San F e r -
nando .

Mr. 3 . W. B o e r s t l e r
P .O . Box U9U, Corona d e l Mar

Mr. John C. Ceurvors t
1130 Sanborn A v e . , Los Ange les 27

>Ir. C. V. Cipee
1011 Durfee Ave . , P i co

Miss Ee rn i ce E. Green
77*4- IT. H e l i o t r o p e D r . , L o s Angelee 27

Miss Judith Nor veil Jamison
620 S. Breed'St., Los Angeles 23

Jerry Einger
6M+1 Maryland Dr., Log Angeles 36

Mr. Sari-Ht£sseli&-Just in Russell
20^6 W. 71s t 'S t . , Los Angeles U*+

Mrs. Ifona B. Sengebush
U E. 56th St . , Long Beach 5

SP3CIAL GEBSTINGS to our newest out-of-
s ta te member, Mr. Charles C. Ayres, J r . ,
of Ottumwa, Iowas Mr. Ayres v is i ted Los
Angeles las t winter, attended several of
our meetings and went on a number of
personally conducted f ie ld t r i p s . I t
eeens to have been as pleasant an experi-
ence for hin as for h is hosts* He ie
president of the Ottumwa Bird Club, and
was recently elected president of the
Iowa Ornithological Union,

PI3ID TRIP, Thursday, June 6. Fern Dell,
a t the Western Avenue entrance to Grif-
f i th Park. Meet a t entrance to Dell,
just off Los Feliz Blvd. a t 9:30 A.M.
Leader Mrs. Daugherty. Take lunch and
at 11;30 return to picnic" tables "In Sect.
1, South. After lunch the officers for
I9U6-U7 will be insta l led by Mrs. Harriet
Williams Myers, a founder of the Society
in 1910 and for many years i t s guiding
s p i r i t , The new officers a r e :
President, . . . . Mre. J . H. Comby
Firs t Vice-Pres . , . . Mrs. Mftry T. Hood
Second Vice-Pres. . Mrs. H. E. Eckler
Recording Secy., . Mrs. Neil H. Lewie
Executive Secy. . Miss Ida M. Wilson
Treasurer Mrs. C. J . Parker
Curator-Librarian, .Mrs. M. B. Salmon
Historian, . . . Miss Helen E. Vieths
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A MFD FROM OUR PR3SIDS7T -
It was a particularly happy experience to renew acquaintance with forests and

mountains this last week-end. As we viewed again the spectacular beauty of Kinss
Ei7er Canyon with its rushing water and statuesque peaks; as we stood beneath Se-
quoias hoary with age, while dear browsed tranquilly in the meadows and joyous bird
eoa?s win<r=d into the air, - we felt with John Muir that these were glad tidings and
here indeed was the peace that Katura offers so freely. As one cones again upon
thssa talov^ scenes after an absence of several ysars the steadfastness of Bature is
apparent and it is chejring to know, in the confusion of the world today, that it is
these things that will endure. "Spend as nuch tin-* as you can with tody and spirit
in God1 8 out-of-doors; this is one of the little ^-aide-posts on the foot-ptth of
peace." (Vandyke,) ^ 2HSU. CCKFY

("Military Maneuvers.-" Cont'd from front page.) than keeping eyes glued upon a lead-
ar, or conforming to the novaraents of birds next in position. I know that swaraa of
bees are said to follow the peculiar htm of the quesn's wings. For one thins, a
leader cannot bo kept in sieht -continually on account of intervening "todies of other
birds; and a dependence on doine tha sane as the one next in position would eaus,? a
lsar in the noteneni; whereas,"waxwinge, swifts, «aaderlings, etc- seen, to wlval and
change direction almost as if "tied together."

If response to a sound bscoiass so automatic as to become functional, I am wonder-
ing if a leader of a flock darted to a new position and at the sane time £&ve a direct-
ing not3v the preciseness of the evolution would not be nearer what we observe than
a ^follow tha leader1' technique . . . Is there anyone else in the Society who say -wish
to watch the military maneuvers of bird flocks for indications of control by sound
signals?

A NSW SANCTUARY. Those of our members who were able to accept the invitation of Kr.
and Mrs. ITeil V. Bullion to visit their Ear 7 Ranch school for boys, near Huevos had
a happy day there April 30'tk* -Fke dedonstration field trip, study class and program
requested of us brought out, above everything else, the fact that the boys theaselveg
had had excellent training in Uature study. Their intelligent interest and courteous
attention gave distinct pleasure. The program of the day reached a clinai with the
formal dedication of the ranch as a wildlife sanctuary, our president, Mrs. Comby,
officiating. Our sincere appreciation to Mr. and Mrs. Bullion and their staff.

A TIM3IY SITGGDSTIOIT. The two study halps designed by our Committee on Youth Leader-
ship for its work among youne people may well be used by adult members as a test of
their own knowledge. The "Study Guide," for recording one's observations, is illus-
trated with 25 outline drawings which nay he colored, if the student wishes, Whether
or not the result is a work of art, the effort involved will surely bring about a
batter understanding of the bird's color pattern. The "Study List" of common birds
of Los Angeles County, by habitat, really should be regarded as a niniavaa requirement
for every member of an Audubon Society. Let every menber of our Society purchase at
least one of each of these two study helps. (Price, 52 cents for the two, plus two
cents tax.) Gall the Executive Secretary, POraandy 1-H279. for desired information.

AUDUE31T MAC-AZIini (March-April, I9U6, Sec. 2) reports that in a total of 288 Christens
bird counts printed this year, the longest list was the 136 obtained at Los Angelee.
Charleston, S.C. , with a total of 131 species and eub-species, eane second.

"TI1!IP UP TO GROW in strength &s well as in numbers; to grow in dignity as well as in
popularity; to be cordial to the stranger, to be kind to the old-tiner, to be just to
the co-worker. Help us to reflect credit on the parent association, the national
Audubon Society, the greatest power for bird protection i~ tiit world and one of the
greatest influences for conservation of our natural .esoccces. Help us to keep
united as a society and to nove forward,-"

— From an address by Mrs, 5V T, ricknell, former President,L.A.A.S,
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TH3 2JATUS1 TRAINING C0URS2- FOE YOUTH LEAD3ES

By Will las E, DePue, Member, Los Angeles Audubon Society and Pub l i c i ty
Chairman, Northwest D i s t r i c t , Los Angeles Area, Boy Scouts of America

fhe Hature Training Course announced in "The Western Tanager," February, 9
began February 19 at the Los Angeles Gounty Museum and continued through March 25» U,
was conducted by Mrs, Mary 7, Hood, with the ass is tance of some twenty members of the
Los Armeies Audubon Society, as an ac t iv i ty of the soc ie ty ' s Committee on Youth Leader-,
ship, Mrs, 0, B. P r a t t , chairman, and was sponsored by the Southern Cal i fornia Camp-
ing Association,

All who ware connected in any way with, t h i s course have a r igh t to fee l elated t

because th is was a job well done. There i s no r icher f ie ld than i s provided by Nature,
ani this course real ly approached Nature with in t e res t ing , p r ac t i ca l t a l k s , beautiful
pictures and adequate exhibi ts . Only those who attended can possibly know how smooth1.-'
an? effectively tha w:rk was carried on. Pew wi l l , or can, r ea l i ze the tremendous and
wi:&-spread ultimata zrovi which wi l l accrue to youth from th i s undertaking. Mere sta-
tistics fail ti tell the full story.

Sis-rer willingness tr cooperate was evidenced throughout. This sp i r i t , carried
ir>t? action, accounts for the results attained*. Space prohibits mentioning each indi-
vidual ani organization whose suggestions and helpfulness were so valuable; however,
a r-,Q,5 r porti-'n of any credit must be extended to Mrs,. Hood, bB cause of her untiring
effcrt, her knowledge of the subject and her ability to organize personnel, materials
ani inr.uv.erable necessary details.

Subject;? covered, with emphasis on local species and conditions: l i f e zones,
hatitat, animals, birds and bird calls, reptiles, shrubs and conifers, handicraft in
the fi^li , prsblsns in observation and "Do's and DonHs11 for a field leader. Pro-
tective use ->f car^ufleee in Nature was pointed out.

"..urteen r.eetinrrs were held, - a two-hour illustrated lecture and exhibit study
peri"!is with open discussion, on each Tuesday and Thursday evening for six weeks, and
tw? fieli trips on Sundays. Tuesday's and Thursday's work was identical each week
so that one could attend either, to avoid conflict with other act ivi t ies, A third
field trip, postponed due to weather conditions, will be held later*

More than *+O0 individuals took all or oart of the course - practically half of
these were representatives of the Boy Scoutsc Average attendance, above 100, was
near capacity for available facili t ies. Sixty-seven persons attended the six indoor
meetings and both outdoor meetings. Fifty-six others missed but one session. All
were enthusiastic and complimentary; even those who attended but one meeting were in-
s-^irei and benefited. Sae few attended all fourteen sessions.

Neighborhood centers within a 25-^ile radius were well represented; some came
iron ereatsr distances. Over-all adult -representation from" youth organizations,
schoole and churdies was attained. There were junior leaders from youth activities;
rsrente interested in helping their own children, and individuals who attended for
personal benefit.

Conclusion: The one outstanding feature is the need and practicability of this
tyr̂ e of training. It is appall ins; how few youth leaders have any real knowledge of
Nature. How can the Hind lead the blind? If we are to capture and hold the inter*-
eet of youth in this age of so many unworthy attractions, we must present worth-while
material with a ^know-how." One good turn deserves another. We should immediately
plan further activity of this kini, Sach of us should seek diligently to serve in some
capacity according to individual ability.

N0TIC3

This is the last issue of "The Western Tanaeer" for the current club year. The
Corraittee on Publications thanks all those who have contributed to its pages and a$ke
for the snne helpful cooperation for the coming year, beginning next fall. Meanwhile,
help us to keep the mail ins list in perfect condition by notifying us of any change
in n-llresB, and above all by paying your dues for 19U6-7 promptly.




