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BIKDING IN THE ARMY
Sergeant E. L. Pyle, RCC Weather Station, &.4.F., West Ios Anzeles

When the time came to put away my mufti and don the now familiar Yhakd of the
United States Army, the hard decision was finally made to leave bird glasges and
"Peterson" with the white shirts and red neckties. Iittle did I realize that tn
anticipated sacrifice of birding to the general nilitary exigencies would instead
become a wonderful new era in the pursuit of one of my favorite hobbtiss. Even here

is ar example of the poor forecasts with which my recent years have been plagusi!

The first six weeks of army life was essentizlly a period of adjustment and
intensive military training in the life-quenching "warmth" of a Tuxas July. Fut
chances were found during this period to see my first adult orchard criole snd to
observe the nest and young of a pair of least vireos; and the realization soon “awned
that everything need not be viewed throush khaki-colored glasses. Instead, the ap-
parent total dominance of the military could easily be broken and the enjoynent of
¥ature's wonderful gifts be made an important part of the months to come. It was
easy to find many opportunities, especially during the camping trip which closed
tasic trainingz, to become acguainted with cactus and mesquite, with painted buntines
and scissor-tailed flycatchers and (somewhat uneasily) with tarantulas and black
widow spiders.

A chance at this time to spend ten days at home (in Delaware) seemed granted
especially for the purpose of retrieving bird glasses, and from then on, the avoca-
tion of bird study became a welcome relief from the vocation of being a soldier.

Tn route to my first permanent assignment in Los Angeles, a slight rearrangement
of train schedules made possible an overnight stay at the rim of Nature's most spec-
tacular and inspiring work of art. Who has mnot watched the retreating sunshine sive
way in the early evenins to the truly "deep purple" shadows which gradually work
their way westward down the Grand Canyon, has indeed one of his richest experiences
still before him. Always at the top of my "must-see" list, it took the Army to nake
this visit possible. And what better spot could be picked for an introduction to tne
birds of the real West? Here I first met the mountain chickadee and plain titmouse,
Steller's and California jays, canyon wren, Anmerican raven and Western bluebird,

Then on to California, winter resort for lots of smart birds ané permanent hone
of the Ios Angeles Audubon Society. Many confusingz species have been untanzled with
the valued and appreciated help of this enthusiastic group of tirders, and 1 am privi-
lezed indeed to have shared with them some unforgetable experiences. The first visit
to Playa Del Rey, where, during the course of a foggy morningte work, I added a new
bird to my list every nine minutes! A4rd the trip to 2ig Bear Take when thrillins
new birds vied for attention with exotic desert or spectacular mountain snow scenes!
And now, at the time of year when Bastern tird fans nearly zo nad, the ¥Wesi too,
brings on 2 rush of new snecies to every nearty park and woods.

Yes, birdine is possible in the Army. 4nd when many fine frienis ara w0 an§~
ious to share prized omportunities, and so generous in providing time and companion-

ship, the pursuit of the hobby becomes a really glorious adventure.
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¥Mr. C. H. Ady
333 Xineno Ave., Long Eeach U
Zarle H. Bowersock
139 - A0th Ave., Venice
George Braile
545 W. Doran St., Glendale 3
Mrs. Ernest A. EBryant, Jr.
15 Berkeley Square, Los Angelesg 7
W. 8. Hook
510 E. Commercial St., Los Angeles 12
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1923 Micheltorena St., Los Angeles 26
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2101 Barry Ave., West L.A. 25
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Miss Marguerite Speck
1700 E. 3lenoaks Elvd., Glendale 6
¥rs. Ray Thomas
600 Sarbonne Road, Los Angeles 24
Mrg. Lura D. Watson
327 Camino Del Campo, Hollywood
Biviera, Redondo Beach

ME{FERS, WELCGMT!
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DUES FOR THE CLUB YEAR 19U5-UE become
payable July 1. MWembers who pay promptly
greatly lessen the Treasurer's task,
Joint membership dues become payable one
year from the date of joining. The
Yational Audubon Society will notify
such members one month in advance. Any
one desiring to become a joint nmember
may send the dues to the Wational Audubon
Society, 1006 Fifth Avenue, Hew York 28
¥. Y,, or if preferred you may hand them
to our Treasurer.
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THZ SOCIETY has recelved several deeply
appreciated gifts recently. Honoring

the memory of her husband, Arthur F.
Roetken, who died March 2, krs. Roetkern

.gent a contribution to the Educational

Fund. Feom Mrs. Elizabeth Burmell Smith,
fifteen nests for our collection, include
ing one of & Verdin in a smoke tree.
From Bob Brown, also, several nests, and
from Mrs. Christianson two pamphlets on
life in the South seas, There are row
149 books in our library. MNrs. Salmon
reguests that borrowed books be returned
this month, for the annual inventory.
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, -

As we look back upon our ysar's work we feel s singular satisfaction in the
accomplishments of our Society. On the threshold of a new era of peace fcr p:;?‘e"
of the world, we are grateful that we too have had = part, however sméll in %f;" )
achievement, in carrying out those tasks which have come withinp our prov;n;; ;?LQ
gsouraze and faith in the future. Work well done will set its own goal f;r ac%%éve—
ment in the time to come, and in unity of purpose we shall strive Eoward that“éué.
May I share with you this vacation thought: "Wevermore, however weary, should ;ne
faint by the way who gains the blessing of one mountain day; whatever éis fate, lons
life, short life, stormy or calm, he is rich forever." (John Muir) ' )

+».....ERNA COMBY

I¥ MEMORIAM. Mrs. Christine Bickel, a member for many years, died May 7, 1945. Gur
sympathy to Her husband and daughter. Our sympathy also to Mrs. Walter C. Anthony
and Mrs. Arthur F. Roetken, each of whom lost her husband recently through death.

MRS. J. H. COMBY announces that Mrs. Bthel Richardson, well known to many of our
Audubon friends, is now ready to greet visitors at the San Gabriel River Wildlife
Sanctuary. She is making her home in the stucco residence at the front of the pro-
perty. We are very happy t0 have Mrs. Richardson in our midst again.

TRAVELING COMPAMIONS. The road stretched across the Arizona desert. A raven, out
to zather a breakfast of possible traffic victims, flapped steadily along 2 short
distance ahead of my car. Flying at a height of around 15 feet or so, he counld be
geen turning his head from gide to side in careful gearch of the roadway beneath.
Passing cars disturbed him not at all, though he turned aside momentarily upon
neetineg a couple of huge diesel-burning trucks. For several miles my speedometer
registered his speed at & 1little under 28 miles an hour. 7T lost him when 2 wayside
pond containing three Green-winged teal claimed my attention. ....... GEOCRGIE WARE

RALIONA CP?3¥ NEWS. The Light~footed rails are busy fishing, no doubt preparing
for, or neatine. ILast week one was catching crabs alonz the canal bank and carried
one crab over 100 feet into the Salicornia. The crat was so larze and active that
the rail had to rest about every six feet and fight the crab; but after about ten
minutes it managed to reach its objective. The rails have been with us tahe year
through. Last spring four black, downy babies made their first appearance on May 21.
... Today we saw six Least terns, the first of the season (April 30). They circled
over the marsh, but did not make a landing. They will be nzsting here in a few
weeks. ' e E. H. and ALICE BOWERSQCK

MRS. 0. B. PRATT, a former member of our Executive Board, conducted a bird study
course in April for nurses and employes of Glendale Sanitarium. There were five
two-hour meetings, at one of which Y¥rs. Caroline H, Daugherty, with Mrs. JU. M.
Stultz at the projector, gave an illustrated lecture, using our own kodachromes and

SOme museum specimens.

CATURDAY, April 14, was a busy day at Plummer Park, writes Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon,
our Curator. "Mrs. Wait and I had 52 children here, in four groups, with ten adult
leaders,- Cubs, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Campfire Girls. These eager, interest-
ing children had come 'to see the btirds.' They bousht Audubon leaflets and then had
a2 picnic under the pepper trees. Many expressions of appreciation and profit were
heard and we felt the group had had a happy experience.”

RIRD WORD ADVENTURES, by Ermest A. Choate, in "Frontiers," February, 1945, p. 83,
~ives an interesting account of the origin of certain bird names. Thus, "“The sub-
family name for geaée, Anserinae, is derived directly from the Iatin word anser,
which is a part of the word merganser. Merg is from tae Latin mergus, neanings diveri
- "Prontiers"® is on file in our library at Plummer Park,

hence, diving goose.!

SIS

THIS IS THE IAST ISSUE OF "THE TANAGER" UNTIL WEXT OCTOBER!
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ATTUBCY WILDLIFE SCREEN TOURS .......v.... By R, W, Julian, Chairman

Audvuron ¥Wildlife Screen Tours, which has proven so successful in the Easgt, is making
tte 3Iskut on the West coast tn g fall., It is offerinz five cutstandins and 1 a*loMQ
2lly Ymown lecturers, with motliop pictures in natural colors. ponscred by the Ya-~
tional and Losg dnpsles iuﬁuhon societies, the Wildlife Screen Tours Club of the Los
Angeles Audubon Soclety will present fo its members the followinz progranms:

Dur Heritage in the Rsckies {Friday, ¥ov. 2, 1545), All-color notion pictures ty
¥arl and Edna Maslowsgki, presented by the latter while her husband ie in the service,
bringe us & remarkable story of this heritage of spectacular mountain scenery, fasci-
rafing geyeere, trilliant wildflowers, trumpeter swans, bull moose, bighorn rams and
teavers gnawing down trees and building dams. All of this ably interpreted by one

of Akmerica'ts hegt.-lmown wonen naturalists and lecturers, Edne Maslowski.

]

¥atural Eistory in Colored Motion Pictures ({Friday, Nov. 3C). Murl Deusing, 2 nas-

ter in the art of lecturing, presents his own f¢1 ms characterized by charming beauty,

™ OAn

sd humor and flawless photography. Such subjects as “Horthwoods Adven-
d Wings® and "Bright Feathers" have boen enthusiastically received by
B : Hational Gecgraphic Scciety, American Musewm of Natural History,
: Ke wl ? story Huaeum and many others. Hurl Deusing tells his story with
srest wnl h is exceeded only by the beauty of his subject matter.

{(Friday, Jar. 25, 1346). Spectacular natural color motion pic-
tirde and animals, by 0lin Sewzll Pettingzill, Jr. The weird court-
prairi

¢hicken, the untelievatble aquatic displays of the Western
tanagers, oricles and hunnmingbirds, the 8reat-horned

id rattlesnake, majestic prong -horned antelope on the Dakota prairies
and the fregkish family life of the poessum. Theee and more, for which Dr. Pettingill
€ 20,000 niles in four years and etnosed eix miles of film to get. A swift-
ory, unforcetably told, provoking congcicusness of cur conservation re-

Winge West from Florida (Friday, March 1). A superdt all-color picture filmed by John
H. Storer, ¥aseachusettls n&turalist—lectirer. Starting with Florida, he shows many
fighing scenee, & glosey ibis rookery, American egrets in nuptial pluwmage, the Flo-
ridz Jjay, herone and many other birds in amazing numters. Then into Texas to the
rosusate spoonbill and white pelican sanciuaries; & blow-by-%low in slow motion of
snowy egrats fishting in midair. 4 most wiusual shot, in slow motion, of steelhead
trou z up perpendicular falls and makines 10-foot leaps. Stops are made in
Fran: Bryce and Yellowstone netional parks, showing the grandeur and color
of their natural phenocmena. A mecorable record of bteauty, interest and instruction
v a recognized suthority on bird flight,
Wenders of the Southerrn Wilderncss (Friday, April 12). TFrom Fey West through Flori-
&g to the marches of Icouisiana and the Rio frande Valley, Alexzander Sprunt, "Prowl-
ar of the Zwamps,® atle ard forceful lectursr, brinegs us an all-color film reveal-
ins wildlife con a2 scale seldon witnessed Ly man. Ducks, geese, porpeise splitting
costal waters, & ftree srail "in action,” fascinating studies of Seminole Indians,
mugkrat houses, plants in tloom alonz the Rio Grande and a profusiocn of miscellan-
seus wildlife cover only & vpart of hie repertocir. A variety of absorbing subjects
1o to ha re red bty those seging and hearing thase "Wonders of the Southern
Wilderngss,®

Vemberchip duse in the Wildlife Secreen Tours Clubt amount to 32.00 per year, en-
titling menmtars tc attend all meetinse statzd ateve at no further cost., Meeting
place to be fixed &t a later date. lexmtership tlanks will be availatle later to
anyone wighins them,



) THZ LOS ANGELES AUDUBON SCCIETY
The Los Angeles Branch of the ¥ational Audubon Society

CALENDAR FOR THE SIMMER OF 1945

TEURSTCAY, May 31. Field Trip. Fern Dell, Western Avenue entrance to Griffith Fark,
Heet at entrance to Dell, just off Los Feliz Elvd., for bird walk starting at 5:15
a.nm, ZLeader, Mrs., C. H. Daugherty. Teake lunch and wear name pin. At 11?%3 retu;n
to picnic tables in Section 1, South. After lunch, officers for 1gu5-L4 will bs in-
stalled by ¥r. W. D. Quettlebaum, president of the Pasadena iudubon Society.

THURSDAY, June 7. 7 p.m. Central Library, 5th St. end Grand Ave., Los angeles.
First floor. Illustrated lecture by J. R. Pemberton, on "The California Condor,*
Ore group of pictures will show the birds as they wake up in the morning, will carry
them through a whold day's activity and put them to bed at night. A4 second group
will show the home life of condors,- the sgg and the raising of & young bird to the
time he becomes a free, sky-roving condor, Presiding, R. W. Julian.

STNDAY, June 24, TField Trip. . Chentry Flats, Drive up Santa Anita double drive to
end and park. Those who are not driving take Monrovia-Glendora car, P.E. Station,
Ath end Main Streets, Los Angeles, 6:59 and 7:59 a,m,, pay fare to Sierra Madres and
zet off at end of line, Those driving will neet the car there at 7:55 and 2155, _
Bring lunch and plan to spend the day in this beautiful canyon. Arthur I. Berry,
leader.

THURSDAY, July 5. Field Trip. Fern Dell, Western Avenue entrance to Griffith Park.
Pird walk will start at 9:30 a.m., from the entrance to the Dell, just abtove Los
7eliz Blvd. Leader, Paul W, Colburn, former ranger-naturalist at Sequois Fational
Pare, Take lunch and meet at 11:30 at picnic tables in Section 1, South.

TEURSDAY, August 2. Field Trip. Redondo Beach City Park. Hosts, Redondo Beach and
nearby' Bay Cities members. Take Redondo Motor Coach, Subway Terminal, H23 S. Hill
St., Los Angeles, 8 a.m. Round trip fare, 69¢. Get off at Torrance Elvd., close to
City Park. Teke lunch., Walk will start about 9:30 a.m. Paul W. Colburn, leader.

THURSDAY, Sept. 6. ¥ield Trip. Santa Monica beach and area, Hosts, Santa Monica
nembers. Take Los Angeles Railway Santa Moniga Motor Busg, 5th and Hill Streets, Los
Angeles, 8:02 a.m., to Ocean and Colorado Avenues, at base of pier. Meet at piler at
4130 a.m. TGeorge T, Hastings, leader. Take lunch and meet at picnic tables at
north end of Palisgades Park at 11:30 a.m.

CHECK WITH INFORMATION TUcker 7272 FOR POSSIBLY CHANGES IN TIME SCHEDULES

THE SAN GARRIZL RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY, where there is always good birding.
approximately 326 acres along the banks of the San Gabriel River, only twelve miles
“ron Los Angeles. Maintained by the Fational Audubon Society and operated in co-
~neration with the Los Angeles, California and Pasadena Audubon Socleties and the
Syuthwest Bird Study Glub, all of which are represented on the local committee, Mrs.
7. 4. Comby, chairman. (Telephone, Whittier, 41-4236) Open to visitors without
charge. Visitors are requested to register with Mrs. 3thel Richardson, at the Sanc-
tuary residence, opposite Temple School. The P.E. Pasadena-Long Beach bus, four
trips each way daily and Sunday, stops at Temple School. From downtown Los Angeles,
zo by P.®, train or bus to El Monte and transfer to Long Beach bus-going sguth; or,
z0 by Whittier bus to Pico and transfer to Pasadena bus going north, Call P.E, In-
formation, TUcker 7272, for best schedule. If driving, go east on Third St. to Bev-
erly Blvd., contjnue on BReverly to Durfee Ave., thence north to the Sanctuary. Or,

%25 east on Valley Rlvd. to Durfee Averue, thence south to Sanctuary.

VISITORS WELCOME. ¥or desired information, telephone Elanchard 7-18k49






