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ISLAND BIRDING....A POST-WAR PROJECT
By Howard L. Cogswell, U.S.K., Member of the Los Angeles Audubon Society

With Uncle Sam sending so many young men, among them the ususl percentage of
bird enthusiasts, to little and big islands throughout the Pacific, there is bound
to be a greatly awakened interest in the natural history of this great new world,-
Oceania. When peace again prevails and ordinary citizens can fly from islend to
jsland, there will be meny who want to explore them ornithologically. The first
vhase of this exploration for birds, the collecting and neming of species, has been
done in 211 but the most remote places, and studies of their life history are already
long overdue for the better known species. Perhaps some service men birders will
bring beck souvenirs of this kind which will be of inestimable value to science and
conservation in the new Pacific era.

Birding possibilities are exceedingly varied in the many islands, especially in
the Southwest Pacific; but as most post-war vigitors will stop first in Hawaii, per-
hans a resume of birding as it is there today will be of interest. )

The world~famous‘Laysan and other small islands of the Hawaiian chain still hold
great colonies of black-footed and Laysen altatrosses, wedge-tailed shearwaters,
various mid-Pacific petrels, boobies, tropic-birds, frigate-birds and oceanic terms.
ost of these sites are undamaged directly by war activitiss, though recent news from
Midway indicates that the inadvertent introduction of rats there has caussd the ranid
disampearance of three birds,- the Laysan rail, laysan "finch" and the canary (intro-
duced). The great gea bird colconies will survive, it is hoped, to be enjoyed as cne
of Hawaii's scenic attractions.

On the larger islands, especially Xauai and Hawail, many forest birds still
oceur in fair numbsrs. ¥ven on populous Cahu, if the observer is a fair hiker, he
can readily add to his acquaintance the beautiful scarlet and black honey-crazeper,
the Apspane, and its sombre, greenish-yellow relative, the Amakihi. 4 litile old-
world flycatcher whistles its name, "ele-pa-i'-o", from the undergrowth on the very
edge of the city, but other native birds are zone except for two rarities found only
in the wettest forest areas, the Tiwi, big, equally red, brother of the Apapans, and
the green Creeper, or Alauwahio.

Introduced birds of a few species abound irn the lowlands,- mynahs, barred and
Chinsse spotted doves, Kentucky and Brazilian cardinals, yes, even California's house
finch and, in one place, the mockingbird. From the 014 world have bsen brought sky-
lark, ricebird (a tiny weaver-finch resembling a goldfinch in habits but not in col-
or), white-eye (green and yellow and wartler-like) and the songsters,- hill robin
and Chinese thrush. A few other introductions have survived only in limited numbers;
€.2., the Japanese varied tit and bush warbvler.

A day's list of species on Oahu is never long, for the above mantioned spacies
rlus a single owl, the Pueo (a race of our Short-eared), are about all the land birds
rossible, and some mountaineering is necessary to get some of those.

Summertime finds the shore and marshes practically devoid of birds; black-
crowned night herons, stilts, coots and gzallinules {all essentially similar to U. S.
ferng) are the only residents except the nearly extinct Hawaliar duck. In winter,
however, pintails come in from the Stetes in flocks of hundreds, and a few shovl-
lers, baldpates, teal, etc., strazgle with them., The golden plover is the migrant
par excellence, though, as they are found on every bit of open ground >n the island,-
mudflats, vastureland, pineapple fields and even roadside mud puddles {Cont. page 28)
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at Fuller Ave, Walk one block west.
Open to menters at all times. TFor ap-
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National Audubon Society, with subscrip-
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CESTHVATIONS: Ducks reported very scarce
this season throughout Los Angeleg area.
Shore birds number about normal. Golden~
crowned sparrows more numerous. Rarly
nesting ty resident birde noted, beginning
in January., The lowly English gparrow re-
deeming its unwholzgome reputation by
cleaning up aphis on citrus tress, shruts,
ate.

WATCH NOW FOR Ashthroated and Western fly-
catchers, all six swallows, early warblers
orinles, Western Tanager and Black-headed
Grosheak. . Mrs. Daugherty

---------

NEW MEMEERS, WELCOME !

Mrs., Alice R. Bowersock
139 A0th Aveme, Venice
Bob Brown (Student)
2033 B, Glenoaks Blvd., Glendale §

- Miss S. P. Christensen

661% N. Berendo $ t., Los Angeles U

...Mrs, J., . Comby = Dr. D.  W. de Roos

2025 N. Alexandria Ave.,los Angeles 27
Mrs. Thomas P. Ellsworth

1200 Stome Banyon Rd., Los Angeles 24
Mrs, Lutie M. Gray

6613 N. Berendo St., los Angeles 4
Mrs. BEdward L. Joyce

1419 Angelus Ave., Los Angeles 26

— Mr. Monroe (. Kidder

430 S. Broadway, los Angeles 13
Mrs., Lloyd W. lash
2429 W, 80th St., Inglewood
Richard Linsley {Student)
5550 Poplar Blvd., los Angeles 32
Miss June Pelham
. U582 Bllenwocd Dr., Log Angeles W1
Mrs., Pearl Schultz
1248 §. Blden Ave,, Los Angeles 6
. Miss Anna Thierol?f
708 8. Hoover St,, lLosg Angeles 5

----------

- IMPORTAWT NOTICE !
The following memhers have been appointed
to nominate officers (president, two vice-
presidents, two secretaries, treasurer,
curator and historian) for the fiscal
year beginning July 1, 19i5:

Mrs. W. . Willis, 4759 Ambrose Ave.,
Los Angeles 27: MOrningside 1-6350, Chair-
man,

Mrs, Wm, T, Shelford, 3315 W, 4lst St.,
Log Angeles 43; AXminster O410.

Mrs, Carl P. Smith, 136 S. Roxbury Drive
Beverly Hills: CRestview 1.-6845,

The committee will present its report
at the Program Meeting April 19.

Meanwhile, let every memker of the
§ ociety take an interest in this import-
ant matter and meil or phone his or her
iguggestions to any member of the Nominats
ing Committes. '

THE SUNDAY FIEID TRIP in San Gabriel River
Wildlife Sanctuary March 11 was led by Mr.
W. D. Quattlebaum, President of the Pagaw
dena Audubon Society. Weather, very fogsy
v and rather cold. Attendance, 23s bird
118t. 53; -
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT ——o

We are conscious these days of the appropriateness of living memorials that
shall in a fitting way perpetuate the efforts of those who have bemefitted their fel-
low mar. Such an otcasion was celebrated when, in the first week in March, a beauti-
ful bird bath and fountain was dedicated to the memory of Miss Nellie Wicker by her
students and co-worke:s of the Whittier schools, on the grounds of the Lou Henry
Hoover School, which is ideally situated at the foot of a brushy hillside at the
edge of the city.

#iss Wicker who for most of her life had been a beloved leader of children, had
by her enthusiastic interest in Fature and especially by her love of birds, created
such an appreciation of the value of a knowledge of the out-of-doors that the entire
school has become conscious of this absorbing interest, and bird-watching, field and
project work and various kindred activities have a prominent part in the progranm,

Our Society was happy to have a part in the simple dedication ceremony, and as
earnest words of tribute were spoken and as plans for the continuation of Nature pro-
grans were touched upon, we joined in the quiet assurance that prevailed, that the
work of this beloved woman would be carried on in a far-reaching way, as a living
memorial. .+..5RNA COMBY

THE DR, HENRY SMITH WILLIAMS exhibit, illustrating some phases of the vsychology of
birds in their nest building, has been on display in various places in Los Angeles
for the past half year. The exhibit consists of forty-five o0il paintings by Dr.
Williams, well-known physician, artist and author, who lived in or near Los Angeles
a considerable part of his life until his death about a year ago. These show the
results of an experiment carried on by Dr. and Mrs. Williams in what they called
i0o-operative nest-building! to determine the mentality of birds in thein selection
of building sites and building materials. The project was carried on after the re-
tirement of Dr, Williems at his "Three Brooks" home in Connecticut. To supplement
the pictures there is a collection of the birds! nests built during the course of
the experiment. The pictures and nests were given to the Los Angeles Audubon Soc-
iety by Mrs. Williams at Dr. Williams' death.

The exhibit was on display in Léng Hell at Plummer Park from October 26 to late
in December; in the Hollywood High School during January and February and in the lec-
ture hall of the Los Angeles City Library during the month of March. The exhibit at
the litrary was intended as a tribute to the memory of Dr. Williams, whose birthday
was in March. There were added to this exhibit some photographs of Dy. Williams',

a great numbér of his etchings and some of the books of which he was the author. The
March exhibit, together with an exhibit in two cases in the main corridor, on the
same floor of the library, shown by the Southwest Bird Study Club, was also intended
to enhance the significance of !"Conservation Week," which is observed in March.

At our meeting of October 26, Mrs. Williams added interest to the exhibit by
her explanation of its meaning. At Hollywood High School Mrs. Williams and Mrs.
Florence Graves explained the pictures to three large groups of interested and atten-
tive students, At our meeting at the Los Angeles City Library March 8, Mrs. Williams
related many interesting incidents occurring during the course of the Three Brooks
experiment, which extended over a period of some ten years., Col. Rupert Hughes, Miss
bLlthea Warren, City Librarian, and Mise Dorothy Iinneo, librarian of the Arroyo Seco
Eranch, &1l of whom kmew Dr. Williams well, gave interesting talks on his life, char-
acter and accomplishments. It is the intention of the L. A. hudubon Society to keep

the collection on exhibition in such suitable places as may wish to weslcome it.
WALTER SCOTT, Chairman of the ficture Committee

The L. A. AUDUBON SOCIETY congratulates the Southwest Bird Study Club om itse highly
artistic and educational exhibit in the library rotunda, mentioned above by Mr. Scott.
A gimilar contribution to "Conservation Week!" has been made by the Club in many pre-

vious years.
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atimed from front page) high in the mountains, Ruddy turnstones, sanderlings,
wandering tattlers are common btut more restricted, Other shore birds are rare,
the poseibilities are unlimited with Alaska, the U.S5.A. and Siberia all contribut-

> their share,

Altogether, Oshu, the first stop on all future trang-Pacific air lanes, is well

rth tirdinz a tit in, the forest birds themselves being well worth a hike to the
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HISS MARGARET §. EOSMER, & member of the Nature Club of Southern California, whose
took, "The Wilding Heart!, is most pleasantly reviewed in Nature Magazine (March,
1945, p.115) has written the following lines for our Society:

THE BIED HOUSE

In early spring one little wren came peeping
Into the bird house whers he used to stay
In other summersasy and his joyful cheeping
Showed he remembered many & happy day.
And then he gang. Oh, what a merry singingl
The house held memories and hopes for him.
Soon mnight a new yourg family be winging

Around that unforgotten doorway's rim,
~——-Margaret S, Hosmer
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THE VERDUGO COUNCIL OF BOY SCOUTS, atout 51 troops perticlpating, put on an interest.
ing Merit Badge Exhibit in Burbank Recreation Center, *Sunday, February 4, 19is,
Glendale Troop 9, sponsored by Rotary Club of Glendale, Mr. A. A, Barton, Scout Mas-~
ter (also head of the H-H Club of Southern California), entered with "Bird Study" as
their theme, winning for them an "Outstanding " award. This was the only bird study
digplay in all these exhitite., With mounted specimens loaned by the ILos Angeles
County Museum and the Los Angeles Audubon Society, it showed mountain, chaparral, low-
land, marsh and desert birds in their corresponding habitats, All Scouts of Troop 9
participated in the exhlibit. It was very ably presided over by Raymond Stofel and
Jack Collister, who talked themselves hoarse answering the many bird questions plied
them. DBoth Scouts had attended the Los Angeles Audubon Student Member classes and
field trips and had passed their 40-bird merit badge examination with flying colors.

4 s 9 Tasdee """"""'C.b.DQ
ADDITIONS TO OUR LIDRARY., UBird Neighbors™ (Blanchan), “Western Birds" {Myers) and
“Private Lives of Birds® (Williams), presented by Mrs. Nora Heppenstall, a former
member who is returning to her home in England., A year'!s file of YThe Condor", of-
ficial organ of the Cooper Club, from Miss Linian Blind. The Executive Board has pur-
chased & copy of "The Distribution of the Eirde of California®, by Joseph Grinnell and
Alden E, Miller, Published Yy the Cooper Club, 1944, 608 pages. The Introduction
states that the main list of the native btirds of California now totals 427 species
(F44 epecies and sube~species) and that there is a total of 273 species breeding in the
S+ate. For each gpecies listed, the btook gives the synonyms, status, geographical
~u«nga and habitat,

There has also come to us, as a gift from Howard L., Cogswell, U, S. N., now
staetioned in the Hawaiian Ielands, & copy of "Birds of Hawaii", by Beorze C. Munro
(1544), The took is profusely illustrated, many of the plates bteing done in vivid
tropical colors. This will be read with special interest in conmection with this
month's front page story by Mr. Cogswell, Telephone Mrs. Salmon, Granite 9312, if you
wigh to borrow any book in our library,
¥rs. W. SCOTT LEWIS, chairmen of the Extension Committee, reports that threse members
3f the Society zave talks on "Birde™ or other topics to ten different organizations,

with audiences totaling 780 people, during March,
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THE 10S ANGELES AUDUZ0IL SOCIRETY
The Los Angeles Dranch of the Natisnal Auduton Society
CALENLAR FOR APRIL, 1945

THURUDAY, April 5. Field trip, San Gatriel River Wildiife Sarnctuary, 2610 8. Durfae
Ave., El Monte, From downtown Los Anzeles, chanze at either El Hsn%e 0; at Picab;;
the Pasadena~Long beach tus, which stops at Temnle School, directly spposite thé
Sanctuvary entrance., Via El Monte there is freguent train or tus servgée. over dif-
ferent lines, from the P, E. Station, Eth and Main, Los Anzeles., Check with Infor-
mation, Tucker 7272, for btest route and time to leave, to connect at Ti Honte with
the Long Beach bus leaving there at £:38 4. M. Returning, leave Senctuary at Bi57 or
6.5/ P. M. Via Pico take Wnittier bus at #. 3. Station, 6th and Main, Dot Avseles
at 9:00 A.M. Arrive Pico 9:33; chazge to Pasadena bus leaving there at g:50 AM. '
Returning, leave Sanctuary at 3:48 or 7:16 P.M. From toth Pico and El Morte, it is

a ten-minnte ride to the Sanctusry. This will te an interesting time in this area;
warblers are migrating and summer visitors are arrivimng. Take lunch and meet at pic-
nic tatles near entrance at 12 noon. Mrs. Caroline H., Daugherty, leader.

SUNDAY, April 8. Another field trip to San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary. See
notice for April 5, Check with Information, Tucker 7272, for possible changes in
Tus or train schedules.

THURSDAY, April 12, 7:00 P.M. Central Library, Fifth §t. and Grard Ave. First
fioor. $Sgt. Robert L. Pyle, of Delaware, will give impressicns of Western Birds,
Address, "The California Arctic -~ Two Miles High', by Mrs. Mary V, Bood, Second Vice-
President, Los Angeles Audubon Society. Mrs. Hood will give an outline of the life
zcnes of California and will show pictures, her own kodachromes, from below sea—
level to the summit of the Sierra Nevada, with certain plants, animals, birds and
other creatures peculiar to each of the six life zones, Mr, R. W. Julian will pre-

side,

THURSDAY, April 19. 1:30 P.M. Ios Angeles County Museum, Exposition Park., Mis.
Holden, Program Chairman, will present Dr, John A. Comstock, Associate Curator of
Science, of the County Museum., Dr. Comstock's talk, "Butterflies", will be illus-
trated with kodachrome slides., Miss Huby Curry will talk on "Afield with a Nature
Lover in Mountain and Valley", illustrating with her own motion pictures.

SATURDAY, April 21. 10:00 A.M., Los Angeles County Museum, Exposition Park., Miss
Unterkercher, chairman of the Committee on Youth Leadership, has prepared a progran
for Student Members and other young peovle under 18 years of age, which will irclude
studies of mounted specimens of birds likely to te seen on the field trip the fol-
lowing Saturday; also, a talk by Mr. C. V. Duff on some of his many interesting ex-—

periences in banding birds.
SUNDAY, April 22, Field trip, Nigeer §lough, Figzueroa and 190th Streets and vicini-

ty. Reached by Torrance tus, which leaves the station at 101k &, Hill Street, los
Angzeles, at 6:50, 7:50, 8:50 and 10:10 A. M, Get off at 130th Street and walk west
to the slough, Take lunch., Mr. R. W. Julian, Leader.

TEURSDAY, April 26. Study Class, 10:00 4.M. Long Hall, Plummer Park, 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd. Mrs. Thomas R. Shearer, chairman, Subtject: Migration, illustrated with
charts., Discussion of the main flyways ly three members of the class. Please bring
list of migrants observed during tne current spring.

SATURDAY, April 28, Field trip for Student Members ard their leaders, and other
young people interested in bird observetion and study. 9:30 A.M. TFern Dell,-
Western Ave., entrance to Griffitn Park. Meet at entrance, just off Western Ave. and
Los Peliz Blvd, Bring lunch. Mrs. Carcline i. Daugherty, leader.

VISITORS WELCOMEZ AT ALL MEETINGS





