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THE ANNUAL REPORT
Year Ending June 30, 19I+3 By Mrs, J . H. Comby, P res iden t

I t has been sa id that by opening the doors of the p a s t we may prophesy for the
future; so a glimpse into the year gone by may encourage us to a program of g rea t e r
achievement in the days to come. Whole-hearted cooperation and a r e a l apprec ia t ion
of uhe objec t ive have been the secret of the y e a r ' s accomplishments.

1'he outs tanding undertaking of the year was the f i r s t regional conference of
iuduuon s o c i e t i e s in the southland, with the Log Angeles Audubon Society as host club.
Motivated "by the common des i re to make a cont r ibu t ion to the needs of our Country in
wartime, the program of these groups concerned i t s e l f p r i n c i p a l l y with Conservation
ana "'outh Leadership, Out of the discussions and forums (a condensed account of which
we publ ished in the June I9U3 TANAGER) came new ideas tha t w i l l challenge the Audubon
societies to a greater effort in the interest of Nature education.

Among the highlights to be recorded as a resul t of the Conference i s the collab-
oration of the Los Angeles Audubon Society with the Master Planning Commission of the
City of Los Angeles in the plan for the development of slough areas in the Laguna Dom-

•inguaz vicinity into parks, part of which i s to bo in the nature of botanical gardens,
and part in a bird refuge.

The fine feeling of cooperation and stimulated interest in Audubon ac t iv i t ies
that resulted from the Conference have proved very gratifying, and make a similar
venture in the future something to anticipate with pleasure.

Among the projects in i t ia ted by our Society the past year i s a new youth leader-
ship, which is proving to be a real contribution to the need of the times. How better
can we u t i l i z e time and effort than by encouraging young America to find i t s place in
the appreciation and understanding of the natural world?

Another new act ivi ty was developed in cooperation with the Forestry Department;
the making of sandwiches for f i re fighters during the long hours of intensive f i r s
fighting. Painstaking efforts in organization by the chairman of the committee have
been so successful that a single telephone call Toy the forestry Department can now set
in motion a completely efficient assembly line to carry out th is project.

These are W t a few of the many ac t iv i t ies of the Society, but they are manifest-
ations of alertness to the problems with which we are confronted if we want to pro-
serve the American way of l i f e . Whole-hearted part icipat ion, understanding effort and
loyal cooperation are the stepping stones upon v/hich we may t race our footsteps from
the past along the paths of the future.

During the year seven indoor programs in the State Exposition Building and a
special Christmas program in Plummet- Park were arranged by Mrs. W. J. Holden, Program
Chairman, a l l maintaining the high standard of formor years. Quest speakers wore
Dr. J . C. Merrlam, President of Save-the Redwoods League; Dr. John Garth, of the Allan
Hancock Foundation, and Mr, Paul Colburn, Ranger-flaturalist. Classes for more inten-
sive bird and nature study, fourteen in a l l , were arranged and presided over Tsy Mr.
George T. Hastings and were of a high order. .

(Continued on page
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OCTOBER CALE3TOAR
FIELD DAY1 Thursday, October 7, 1943. Hedondo Beach Ci ty Pa rk - 9;30' a .m. ' Take Redon-
do Beach Motor Coach l eav ing Subway Terminal , 423 s » H i l 1 s t « • L o s Angeles a t 2:00 a.m.
Round t r i p f a r e 66(£. Get off a t Torrance B lvd . , c l o s e to Ci ty Park . Take lunch and

' WEAR NAME PUT. B i rd walk w i l l s t a r t about 9:30 a.m. This w i l l be a good opportuni ty
to study Gulls and shore birds.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 - San Gabriel River Bird Sanctuary. Field trip for those unable
to join in week-day programs. Many, fall migrants:, including possible r a r i t i e s are
to be expected. Gome early and we will co^er the area thoroughly. Groups will start
a t 7:15 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. from entrance, 257s Durfee Road, El Monte. ' ••
mwim STUDY MEETIU&S; Second Thursday of each month at Mannings Coffee Shop,
319 West 5th St. L. A. First of the series to start October l4. Dinner at 6 rum.
followed by informal study period and il lustrated talk. Howard L. Cogswell, Chairman.



? r ^ °Co°b\r 2 1 - 1 0 ! 0° a-Q* UA' C o ^ U™°™' pos i t ion Park.
Thursday, October 2 1 , - 1:30 p .m. , L.A. County Museum, Exposit ion ?k.
t a in s F i r e P r e v t i S i t i l l "

Eg g y, October 2 1 , - 1:30 p.m., L.A. County Museum, Exposition ?
Santa Monica Mountains Fire Prevention Society will present Wo color films, "ffliree
Horsemen Ride the Range" and "One Match Can Do I t . " "These pictures should be of s p e -
C i a i . « r ! 8 1 S s e a s o n ^ P 6 0 1 9 - ! ^ 1* view of the work done by our new committee
of Fire Defense under the supervision of Mrs. Josephine Will is , chairman.

Thursday, October 2 8 , - Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
"Birds ' E g s d T h i D l t 1 1 b

?P y , er ark, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
10:00 a,m. "Birds' Eggs and Their Development11 by Mr. George T, Hastings*
11500 a.m. "The Pageant of Autumn" - Colored slides by Mrs, Harlan Eckler,

BEING A NOTEBOOK and plan to keep a record of this year>s work/ Picnic lunch as
usual and afterwards enjoy the Bird Song records at Audubon House.

ATTENTION SCOOTS AND SCOUT LEADBRSj The Los Angeles Audubon Society is presenting a
special six-v/eeks course in Bird Study at the L, A. County Museum, Exposition Park,
starting October 23 - from 10:00 a.m. until noon.

The object of this course is to acquaint the Scouts with the common birds of
L, A. County, so they will be prepared to complete their Merit Badge requirements.
Each Scout must be recommended for the course by his Scoutmaster. Under the direction
of Mrs, Mary V« Hood, Chairman Youth Leadership, Scouts are requested to register in
advance with her; 13S So. Wilton Drive or phone HEmpstead O97U. Last year's average
attendance was 150, This year we will accept only 100 for registration. Meet in
Hall M.A.U at 10J00 a.m.

October 23rd - "City Birds, How to Study at Home and in the Field"
October- 30th - "Birds to Be Found Near Griffith Park Zoo"
November 6th - "Birds of the San Gabriel Mountains"
November 13th -"Birds of the Coast, Marshes and Open fields"
November 20th -"Bird Groups' Hawks, Owls, Gulls and Terns"
November 27th -EXAMINATION

The San Gabriel Mountains were the locale of many birding trips this summer.
Lists sent In for Audubon Magazine's "Season11 report include some really valuable
records: nesting Red-breasted Sap suckers, Western Tanagers, Purple Martins, Green-
tailed Towhees and Stephen's Fox Sparrow, as well as the more conraon Chickadee,
Nuthatch, Robin, Bluebirds, Cassias Purple Pinch and Mountain Quail. Rarities in-
cluded summer records of Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Black Swift and Plaranulated Screeth
Owl. future t r ips to these and other good birding areas will be planned at our new-
evening meetings- see announcement on Page 2. —Howard L. Cogswell

AT Sequoia National Park, July 1, I9U3, a group of "48 persons were led on a
nature walk by Mrs. Caroline H. Daugherty, Miss Ruby Curry, Mrs. Alma Stultz and
Miss Dorothy B. Groneir, On August 6, Mrs. Mary V. Hood gave an i l lustrated talk
at the Carapfire, using her own kodachrome slides.

OVER K M P 0, on September 13, Mrs. J. H. Comby-, representing the Audubon So-
ciety and Mrs. Sllwood K, Lightholder, Chairman of Women's Club Division, held an
interesting discussion on wildlife conservation.

THREE well attended summer meetings were held in Fern Dell in Griffith .Park.
Mr. Joseph B. Burgess, Hanger-Naturalist, led the nature walks and after lunch gave
interesting talks on birds, trees and flowers. ,„ .„_..

WB ARE hegpy to announce that one of our members, Mrs. ? . 0. Ridgely, has become

oSn
S™£AY r 'October 10 19^3 the Nature Club of Calif , w i l l hold an a l l -day p i c -ON SUNDAY October 10, x^ J an "illustrated talk on

PLEASE SEND III YOUR NEW ZONE NUMBER SO WS MAI COMPILE OUR MAILING LIST.



estate of Miss Mary Beatrice Fox in Aihflwn
John J. B Miller/the B e c r e a t L 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ &
.Beach,- all these under the leadership of Mrs. Caroline H. DaujSrty I ?

Kll^t* & ^ rSidSnt aM m i^ a t 0^ ^ds , with the occSioS t£IH oft rarf
The attendance averaged 53; the emulative bird l is t of the ten L JK

1|1A flt??-+
 y o J r

v
K r 8 ' D a ug^rty organized the Christmas Bird Count and oomoilod

the s ta t i s t ics , and her report was printed in AUDU30IT MA&AZDIB. The observers", thirty

5 ^ ; H i T 5 ^ J"? l G S ^ ? a S a d e n a Aljdul>on "ciotioa and the Souttawestrd Study Club Handicapped by milit t i t i; H i T 5 ^ J"? l G S ^ ? a S a d e n a Aljdul>on "ciotioa and the SouttawStudy Club. Handicapped by military rostrictions and by a dense fog in sono
tSfVJ?? f ? f J ^ f s âchQd the interesting total of 121 species and an

ated total of 16,784- individual birds on this one day, December 20, 1^2
, A v M I Gi-oup,"- those members who nay be frsc only for Sunday bird t r i p -
led by Mr. Howard L. Cogswell, has had one trio each month of the club year in the San
Gabriel River Bird Sanctuary and another to some othor locality, going as far east as
tho edge of the do sort and west to Santa Monica. In a l l , thore woro IS trips, with an
attendance usually of from 15 to 20, and a bird l i s t of 217 species. This grout) spon-
sored one evoning seating, with Mr. G. A. Harwell, California Eaproseatativa of" the
National Audubon Society, as speaker., Because of transportation difficulties no other
evoning programs were attempted.

In addition to leading the Field Qroup, Mr, Cogswell conpiies a bivmonthly reoort
of Southern California birds for "The Season" sujyolenent to AUDlBON MAGAZINE. Sho
territory covered extends north to Death Valley and south to San Diogo. Many of tho
State's best pbsorvors are cooperating in this important undertaking.

The revised Constituti6n, adopted May 7. 19^2, nerged three fdrner connitteos,-
"Butterflies," "Trees" and "Wildflowers," into o"ne, called the 6onaittee on laturo
Study. Mrs* Ann B. Young'accepted the chairmanship. It-was undor the auspices of
this connittoe %hai important subjects other than birds but closely related, received
attention. A tree Was planted in the garden at Pluqner Park March 25, 19̂ 3> i n lionor
of our immediate past president, Miss Greely. •

B'r'on i t s beginning* the Society has realized the importance of interesting young
•people in bird study and -through the years has given much attention to this subject.
A new high was reached the past year by the Conni'ttee on Extension, Mrs. Mary V« Hood,
chairman, who with tho help of several other members and the cooperation of tho Los
Axigoles County I-iusoun, conducted two very successful bird study courses for boy and
girl Scouts. The f i rs t , given on five consecutive Saturday mornings at the Musetra,
was -attended by an average of 1*43 boys and g i r l s . iTo field trips wore attempted. Tho
second was a course for Boy Scouts and their loaders.,- four evening neotings at Plun-
ner Park and two field trips, with an average attendance of 59. Smaller groxrps of
Scouts were given similar courses at Santa Monica by- Mr. Hastings and at Plunner Park
by Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon. •' • • .

A direct outgrowth of this work among Scouts was the dedication May 9, 1943, of
CanB Arthur Letts (B.S.A.) as a Bird and Wildlife Sanctuary. Mr. John H. Baker, JSO&-
ocutive Director of the National Audubon Society, officiated, our Comittee on Pro-
tection assisting. Another was a suggestion,, originating with Mrs. Hood and trans-
•nitted to the National Connittoe on Badges, and Awards, B.S.A., through the National
Audubon Society, for broadening the Scout Nature-study program, to the end.that^when
the boy reaches the rank of Eagle he will have a better foundation for the require-
ments of that Merit Badge. ' • ; • ' . y .f.rtW,n1 nfl

Another "extension" activity is the response to invitations for more formal ad-
dresses on bird life or some phase of conservation. 'Somd forty-seven different, organ-
i^ t ions were addressed during the year by nembers of the Society,. . Outstanding were
MiSs Charlotte Hamilton's Nature talks, for sick and wounded service men. Wo are to
hoar more about then in a future issue of TH1 TMAG3R.

In this connection mention must be raado also of the requests from other orgamza-



tions for conducted field trips. A goodly number of our members have responded.
The Committee on Protection, Miss Dorothy S. Groner, chairman, has been alert

to every opportunity to carry out its purpose and in this it has had the helpful co-
operation of the Federal Fish and Wildiife Service, the State Division of Fish and
Gfime, and certain local organizations devoted to conservation. The committee par-
ticipated in the dedication of the Alma Stultz Bird Sanctuary, near Tujunga, ITov, 28,
ifjH^, Mr. C. A, Harwell officiated. Property of our fellow-members, Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas E. Shearer, is included in this sanctuary, and its guardianship was placed by
them in the hands of the Los Angeles Audubon Society.

The Protection Committee studied proposed legislation, taking such action as was
found possible. Instances of individual abuse of wildlife and of illegal shooting
were brought to the attention of proper authorities. "First aid" was given 12 injured
birds^and homeless nestlings by Mrs. W. F. Willis, a member of the committee. It was
Mrs..Willis also who organized the canteen service for forest firo fighters mentioned
above.

The Executive Board held eight regular and five special meetings for the trans-?
action of business'' during the year. At one of the latter it accepted an invitation
to hold future Program Meetings in the Los Angeles County Museum. There it will be
nearer the Ornithology and Extension Departments of the Museum and their excellent
scientific collections.

Pull and ac'curate minutes of Board and Program meetings were kept by the Record-
ing Secretary, Mrs. Belle H, S. Maguire. The Corresponding Secretary, Miss Laura
Greely, in addition to the duties of her office, had charge of sales under the per-..,
mit granted the society by the State Board of Equalization. During the year I36 bird
text books and field guides and 1727 field check lists were sold. Miss G-reely's ac-
counts were examined during the year by the Auditor of State.

Miss Bonnie C.' Green, Treasurer, submitted fully itemized financial statements
to the Executive Board each month, all of which were found correct and were approved.
The figures for the fiscal year are! Balance carried over from preceding year,
$173,56; receipts, $UU9.66; disbursements (including $100 invested in a War Savings
Bond from the Patron Membership dues of Mickey Audubon Bishop), $508.21; balance
$115.01. The Society renewed its membership in the National Audubon Society and the '
Save-th'e-Eedwoods League; it contributed to the fund for the purchase of the State '
Azalea'Reserve, and took out a membership in the Santa Monica Mountains Fire Preven-
tion Association.

THE WESE3EW-TAMGER, our club paper, was edited again this year by Mrs. Win. T.
Shelford. Itfine-issxies were distributed to an average mailing list of 267. Much news-
paper and other helpful publicity was secured by the excellent work of our Publicity
Chairman, .Miss Alberta Hodge.

Mrs. Mary Barnes' Salmon, Curator and Librarian, reports the Society's property,
in good condition and fully covered by insurance. Her catalogue of our 115 books wag
distributed as a supplement to the TANAGKS. for May, I9I+3. Several books, pictures,
phonograph bird song records and a Victrola., and a number of mounted bird specimens "'
were added to our possessions this year. The parlc authorities redecorated our head- •
quarters, much to our delight. The reading-roan is used frequently. Thirty-two of
our books were borrowed. The House Committee, -under Mrs, Salmon, and the Hospitality '.'
Committee, under Miss Martha C. Gilbert, cooperated as usual in making visitors'wol- ...
come, and both committees did valiant service for the Regional Audtibon Conference', 'one;,
full day of which was held in Plummer Park. ' . '

As "chairman of the Membership Committee, Mrs. 0. L. Wait reports 59 new members
received during- the year and 2U7 members enrolled Juno 30, I9U3, classified as follows:
Annual, 196; Life, 32; Sustaining, 1: Patron, 1; Honorary, 10 and Complimentary, 7.
The homes of these 2U7 members represent 35 different California communities. • •

II MBMORIAM ••••••'
Miss Mary Hazard Mrs. Z. D. Root Mrs. Marie P. Browulee
Miss Lyda M. Cox Mrs. H. H. McMillan Mrs. Lyda Scott Brown
Mr. Frank C. Davis Dr. Henry Smith Williams




