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THE REGIONAL AUDUBON CONFZEINCE
May 7-8-9, 1943

‘ A regional conference was held in Los Angeles May 7-8-9 under the ausnices of
the National Audubon Society with Southern California affiliated organizatio.ﬁs DAY-
ticipating., Iocal arrangements were made by Mr. C. A, Harwell, Californis Repr.ésen-
tative, in cooperation with the California, Los Anzeles and Pasadena Audubon Socie—
ties and the Southwest Bird Study Club. Mr, John H. Baker, Executive Director of the
National Audubon, came from Hew York for the occasion,

N The first day's progrem, held in le;imer Rark, was one of Round Tables and
wildlife photography. There was an informal reception honoring Mr. Baker in the late
afternoon, then an early California dinner in the clubhouse patio, with Jose Arias
in charge of strolling musicians, A fire blazed in the huge chimney; lighted in true
Scout fashion by John Hood and John Parks, of Scout Troop 121. Many honored guests
were introduced by the official hostess, Mrs. J. H, Comby, president of the Los Angel-
es dudubon, and not only then but whenever called wpon throughout the Conference, Hr,
Harwell delighted everyone with his whigtling and his bird songs.

At the first session of the Conference, after a word of greeting from Mrs.Com-
by, Mr. George T. Hastings, Santa Monica, introduced the two speakers, Mr. W, A, Kent
and Miges Mirian Faddis. With carefully drawn charts illustrating his address on "The
Development of Birds," Mr. Kent led his audience through the aeons elapsing between
the archaeopteryx and the present highly developed species of birds. Miss Faddis fol-
lowed with a talk on "Feather Facts," dealing with feather construction, utility and

beauty.

The first afterncon round table was led by Mrs, Anna B. Yourg, president of the
Pasadena Audubon, on the very interesting topic, "lLet's Go Afield!" Mrs. Alpma W. Ma-
son, president of the Southwest Bird Study Club, stressed the rich rewards awaiting
those who thus spend their leisure time. Dr. Mande Wilde, who has had years of ex-
perience with underprivileged children, challenged her hearers by her account of the
utter poverty amongz such children in the field of nature study. The last speaker at

his session, Mr. Howard L. Cogswell, gave practical information on the technique of
studying birds in the field, speaking from wide experience as author of IThe Season'

‘report to Audubon Magazine from Southern California.

Mr. W. Scott Lewis had charge of a Round Table on "Nature in Morale Building."
Disoussing this topic from the standpoint of the individuaat, Mrg. Thomas R, Shea:Ir{er
brought out the enrichment of life which comes fron comumng.mth Natur-e, Mr].) o"),’
Tuttle, Assistant Bxecutive of the Los Angeles Citizens' Service Corps of the ofzilie
Council, told of the alarming increase in Juvenile del?nquc.ancy, one of the ngt chale-
lenging problems of the day, and he emphasized his belief in the value of outdoor
activitios in combatting the influences which lead %o youthful offenses.
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. WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS
Los Angeles:
‘Mrs, Edna Gramm, 6120 Romains St,
Miss Elizabeth C., Landram,
1144 Coronado Terrace L
Mrs, Marshall McIntire, 2930 Waverly Dr,
Long Beach! , S
Mr. Will J. Reid, Box 137 (Sustaining)
Hollywaoodt
Mr, Guy 0. Caldwell, TO47 Hawthorne Ave,
Mrs, E. H, Nicolas, 1330 N. Harper Ave,
Mrs, Marie C. Longley, 6901 Visco Dr.
South Pasadena:
Mr. Zane Southerland, 1411 Oak Ave,

Our membership list has now reached 24§

Miss Mary Ferguson Coble, co-author of
"Introduction to Ornithological Nomencla-
ture" has presented a copy of this valu.
able booklet to our library. '

TOUND: May 9, at San Gabriel River Bird

Sanctuary, a black binocular case, also a
knife, fork and spoon. These articles are
at the residence of Mrs, Lewis, 2550 Dur-
fee Road, El Monte.

FIZLD EI.‘iZIP - Thursdé.y, Jﬁne 3, =~ 9:00 a.mi Fern Dell picnic grounds at Western Ave,
entrance to Griffith Park, Bring lunch. Bird walk in the morning. After lunch,
‘newly elected officers will be installed.. :

SUMMER FIELD TRIPS, « Our field leader, Mrs. Daugherty, has arranged an unusually fine
program of summer field trips, to be conducted by Ranger-Naturalist Joseph E, Burgess,
vho is well known to our members for his fins talks on Lassen Volcanic National Park.
The trips will cover birds, trees.and flowers, and will be held in Fern Dell, Western
Avenue entrance to Griffith Park, starting from the picnic grounds at &:30 a.m., the
discussion and summary of the morning's walk at lunch time. Meeting place for all
- four trips will be at Table: #1, South, - o
e - . R R R E N EER

‘ "An attractive featurs of the Audubon Conference was the exhibit digplayed at
both Plummer Park and the Ambagsador Hotel. Migs Helen S. Pratt and Mr., C, A, Harwell
arranged National Audubon charts, pamphlets and other interesting material., There
‘were many beauntiful things made by children of the Awdubon Junior clubs,-posters of
bird pictures, conservation slogans, school movies, scrap books, & habitat chart and
a beautiful electric Nature game made by a boy, now 17, who had heen a member at 12.
Mrs. Mary V, Hood lent her collection of California conifers and the charts used in
her bird study classes for Scoubs, displaying feet, wings and other material showing
the adaptation of individual birds to their way of life. The outstanding exhibit was
provided by the Los Angeles Museum, of the fine loan collecticns available to teachers
and interested organizationms. .

WHISPERINGS: Mrs. T. G. White of Redondo, who recently ‘received a check for a poem
on Godwits which appeared in Nature Magazine, promptly sent it to the National Audu-~
bon Sanctuary Fund, saying she thought the birds ought to have the benefit of same.
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Mr, Harvell led the next session, introducing as the speakers Mr. Don Eclkelberrv
Los Angeles Bird Artist, and Mrs. Dorothy Dean Sheldon, Berkeley, Nature PhOtographer‘ '
and Vice-president of the Audubon Association of the Pacific., Mr. Eckelberry, com-
menting on the essential difference between a painting and a photograph, told’of long
hours of observation of, for example, a Chat, before attempting to ‘em%'ody his impres-
sions and to bring out what he called “the essence of Chat." He displayed a number
of his sketches illustrating his remarks, and Mr. Harwell took from the Conference ex—
hibit & painting by Mr. Eckleberry of two mockingbirds, which a fellow—artist de-
scribed as being '"vibrant with life," 'Mrs, Sheldon presented her latest natural cole -
or film, including exceptionally fine studies of the American Egret and of .the Yellov.f—;
headed Blackbird, It is with such pictures as these that Mrs. Sheldon brings the
beauty and inspiration of the outdoors to shut-ins and many underprivileged groups.

- At thée evening session there were more mobion pictures in Hatural color: "The
We$tern Grebe" film taken by W. F. Kubichek of the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, and the National Audubon' Society's pictures of beautiful birds of Auvdubon
Sanctuaries, thrilled all who saw them. - - . :

- The Saturday sessions and the Iuncheon at-the Ambassador Hotel were held in the
Fiesta Room. At the entrance everyoné was greeted by a posteri "Mickey Welcomes the
Audubons." '"Mickey" and his devoted foster parsnts, Mr, & Mrs. John Hi -Bishtp, were
introduced at the luncheon by Mrs. Comby, with an:account of the many benefactions
tonferred in the name of this beautiful Canary, and with evidént happiness she an-
nounged that "Mickey" had become a patron-member of the Los' Angeles Audubon Society,
hid dtieb having already been invested in a war savings bond, o

Mr, Clinton G. Abbott, director of the San Diego. Mus’eu‘m of Natural Higtory, pre-
sided at the luncheon, introducing Mr, John H, Baler as the speaker. Here, dand indeed
at all the sessions, Mr., Baker added much to the program by his timely remarks. He
brought out the policy of the National Audtbed Society in carrying on youth education
in Nature, the fact that the society is not epposed to hunting where it is warranted
by the status of a species, and the conservation activities of the society, especially
in the Southern states which lack sufficient national and state parks and refuges to
protect endangered species. Mr, Baker spoke with feeling of the responsibility en-
trusted to us, at home, to protect the natural enviromment for those who are giving
their services to their. country, and from time to time stressed the great value of
outdoor life in the maintaining of a more balanced viewpoint, TR

The morning session at the Ambassador was devoted to the subject "The Status. of
Wildlife in California," with Mrs., Comby presiding. Dr. W. E. Hemming, Professor of
Biology, Whittier College, gave a fine talk on general conservgtion, bringing out the
necessity of viewing the picture as a whole rather than stressing a single phase. He
closed his remarks on a high note for peace, that thé natural environment might be re-
tained for the benefit of all mankind., 'Thé fundameital principles of keeping a bal-
ance in Nature was highlighted in an unscheduled tallk By Mr. George Wil}e?t, ‘Cu‘?attor
of Ornithology, Los Angeles Museum. He maintained that hunting is justifiable if the
balance is maintained. Calling attention to the persecution of hawks, he de’plo‘rec}
the general lack of lknowledge regarding the beneficial habits of most species. Crim-
‘inal individuals are found in any species, he said,.and for the good of the whole
these must be eliminated. Commissioner Edwin L. Carty, of the State Department ?f
Tich and Game, gave a resumé of several of the two hundred or more bills councerning
fish and game which came before the last seassion of the legislgt_ure.g'He.suggested
that a better understanding of proposed legislation pight be arrived at if groups
came together for discussion in open neeting. ‘ Lo
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Mr, Will J. Reid, president of Ducks, Unlimited, brought out the conservation
value in the program of that organization. He reported the increase in ducks and
other waterfowl through the restoration of breeding grounds, and he made a plea for
more resting and feeding grounds for migratory birds along the Pacific flyway.

Mr, Gilbert L. Skutt, Swperintendent of Los Angeles City Parks, stressed the
value of a master plan to convert suitable arcas in and around such a clty as Los
Angeles into parks, in order to preserve native plants and bird life. He spoke of
the educational advantages for young people and of the esthetic values which might
so be developed. '

"Youth Leadership" was discussed at the afternoon session, with Mr, Baker
presiding, Miss Helen S. Pratt, Fational Audubon Junior Club Representative in Cal-
ifornia, mentioned the six million children who have joined the Junior Clubs and the
7,000 at the present moment in California. She presented club leaders, who showed
many beautiful things made by the children in pursvit of their study of birds. One
teacher, adept at taxidermy, reported value from the examination of the stomach con-
tents of hawks., Another spoke of activities which chanzed a problem sixth grade
class to0 one of active bird protection. Others brought out the children's enthusiasm
for bird pictures, and the pleasure of parents over the children's use of their spare
time in observing birds rather than practicing on them with their guns. Mr, Baker
presented briefly a new plan of Junior Olub material which is to take effect in the
near future. . : .

The enterprising program of Youth Leadership developed by the Los Angeles
Audubon through its Committee on Extension was described by the Committeels chairman,
Mrs, Mery Vi Hood, who t0ld of bird study courses and field trips for Scouts.. She
outlined a weries of suggestions for spreading the Scout Nature program over all six
years of a boy's Scout 1life, and expressed the hope that all groups interested would
join in forwarding these ideas., Mr, Floyd W, Forker, president of the Log Angeles
" Council, B.S.A., expressed his approval of the suggestions, and the appreciation of
* the Council for the help extended. Mr., Roland J. licKinney, director of the Los Ang-
sles Museum, told of the place of the museum today in the life of the community,
and he spoke warnly of the courses given by Mrs. Hood at the Muscum this spring.

The:final indoor session was held in the Hancock Foundation, Mr. Otto J. Zahn,
president of the California Audubon, presiding. The program was given by Mr. Ed N,
Harrison and Mrs, Frances Roberts, of Encinitas, consisting of motion pictuxes of
surpassing beauty and interest, of birds of the Pacific flyway.

The final day of the Conference was spent afield. Assisted by the hummingbirds
which have brought fame to the spot, the California Audubon held open house at the
Tucker Bird Sanctuary in Modjeska Canyon. Bird wallks were conducted in the San Gab-
riel River Bird Sanctuary. Sponsored by the Wational Audubon Society, this sanctuary
is adninistered locally by a committee of which Mrg.J. H. Comby is chairman, and her
wvords of welcome were augnented by tuneful greetings of Cardinals, Chats and scores
of other species. The very interesting history of the area was told at the picaic
tables by Mr., Harlan Cate. By 2:30 p.m. the green Verdugo Hills, with their blos-
somlng ceanothus and chanise, were again experiencing the glow of early California
hogpitality in the warm welcome extended the Audubon visitors by Mr. & Myrs. Thomas R.
Bhearer, who have dedicated their home near Tujunza as the Alma Stultz Bird Sanctue
ary. DNext came Camp Arthur Letts, a Boy Scout Camp in the Hollywood hills. Already
devoted to outdoor activities, it was this day dedicated as a bird sanctuary by the
Los Angeles Audubon Socisety, with Mr. Baker officiating., Mrs., Conmby presided, Miss
Dorothy Groner, Protection Chairman, unveiled the sanctuary sign. Mrs. Hood told of
rlans for next year's study classes for Scouts, lMr, Harwell imitated the birds sing-
ing in the chaparral and as the sun disappeared over the hills the day's progran, and
the Conference program ended with a flag~lowering ceremony by the Scouts.





