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By Charles Albert Harwell

• On our dese r t tours I have seen many Burrowing Owls here and there but never had
heard a Song to know i t u n t i l I ran i t down in the town of Iiidio on the night of
Match 10, 19^2« .. A t 10 p.m. I found an evident pa i r a t the Coachella Valley hosp i t a l .
One of the. "birds was perched on top of a pole about forty fee t above the ground; This
one sang a half dozen songs in the space o£ ten seconds and did not sing again in the
tWo hours I kept them under observation. The song range was tha t of the Pygmy' Owl.
and i t seemed to say "what for" ra ther quickly. If you want to hear i t , play .record
UB of the Brand s e r i e s of American Bird Songs.

The other b i r d of the pa i r was discovered on the pavement under a s t ree t l i g h t
approximately one hundred feet from the mate. I heard a blowing sound that made my
hair stand on end and approached to find an owl crouched low with wings out-spread
issuing the. weird sound. I watched and l i s tened; and would describe the ca l l as "who-
wah-ooa." I t was repeated four times-, each requiring- two seconds and the range was
that of the Mourning Dove. A car passed and the owl flew to a brace-wire eight fee t
from the ground and d i r e c t l y under a s t r e e t l i gh t and near the Neon sigh of the hos-
p i t a l . Irom behind a sign post t h i r ty fee t fron the owl I watched with eight-power
glasses . •
''•'•' The owl and I saw a large insect with legs dangling, hovering about the'Heon sign.
The owl took to wing and poised Sparrow-Hawk l i k e about two' f e e t above, the insect . I t
remained about three seconds in one spot jus t waiting for "the'zig-zagging. pr-ey to get
into the proper p l a c e , then i t dropp.ed s t ra ight down so eas i ly and quickly tha-t I
fa i led to note j u s t how i t was done. l o r did I note exactly whether the insect was •
taken by f ee t or b i l l , though I believe i t was the former, The owl then flew back to
the wire a few feo t below where the swallowing ac t took p lace .

Prom that da te u n t i l the tours closed April 22nd I made'almost night ly v i s i t s to
these b i rd s and got to know then quite wel l . They seemed to own about four city blocks.
I could always c a l l out a t l eas t one of them by whistl ing the "what for" song. Though
the two were under observation many aggregate hours, I never heard a song except from
one of them, and bel ieve that one was the male, and observed the flycatching act only
one other time, a t 11 p.m. on March 17• •

I am sorry we won't be able to have the tours th i s spring as I would l ike .to 'show
many more people these in te res t ing b i r d s . . •• ,• •

On May 7, 8 , and 9 the C a l i f o r n i a Conference of the; Na t iona l Audubon Society wi th
i t s a f f i l ia ted societ ies of this section of the -State i s to be held in Los Angeles.'
Committees are busy building their programs and the Lop,Angeles Audubon Society will
act as host . I t has been-decided that the ' f i r s t day will be spent at Plummet- Park.
Second day a c t i v i t i e s and field tr ips now boing planned will be announced la ter .
Mr. Baker, president of the National Audubon Society will be in California at that
time and wil l meet with us. ' , .' • " . •
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TRIP, _1!hu*8day, April 1, -.Huntington Library, San Marino. Take Sier ra Ma'dre'
on Monrovia l ine , Gate 12, Pacif ic Elec t r ic Station; 6th and Main Sts ; •L'os Angeles,at
-9!lVa,in'.V,arriving at''Huntington Library Station 9*52. (Because of constantly chang-
ing schedules, check with s ta t ion b'efore leaving) Fare 25^ each way. Ten ninute walk
lip San Marino Ave. and'Stratford Rd. to entrance where party wi l l >be met by guides.No
admission to grounds af ter par ty s t a r t s and party mist stay together. Leave grounds
at 12 noon. Cars le$,ve San Marino Station for L. 'ki a t 12JO9 and 1 2 : ^ p.m. Those
wishing to remain fdr the afternoon bring l ight lunch and return to the grounds at
1 p.m. ' ' ' • ' . • • " ''

FIELD TRIP ,10. 2 Thursday,/April S.-'-Fox Ridge Estate, 1922 N. Foothi l l Blvd., Alta-
One ; h a l f J ^ i ^ _ s ^ t h ^ old_Mt^Wilson Toll House_an,d alongside Eaton's Canyon
Being rained "out"of .March Field §r ip~- thTs""1^e^^I1'"wtlT^ureIy"'''"c8^e'n's*ate?

l i
Wash. p ^ ^ y ^
There a r e many acres including oak groves •- shor t canyons - shrubby s lopes s t re tch
Eaton ' s Wash .and on. the mesa" ~ wi ld f lowers , shrubs, t r e e s . . .making i t a l l r i c h in
b i r d l i f e -and - Apr i l i s ' W a r b l e r t i n e , Going by s t r e e t car : Take Pasadena Short Line
on 6th & Main, L.A. a t 8:12 a.m. Get off in Pasadena a t Fair Oaks and Colorado Sts.
Fron southwest corner t ake Ho. 2 Bus (Hi l l Ave.) and r i d e to Hew York S t . corner
where Audubon "pick-up" cars w i l l meet you. Round t r i p f a re 50^. Bird walk w i l l start
frori . in-fr .ont of res idence a t 9:15-9 :3O. Take lunch. Meet a t P i c n i c Tables .12 noon*

BOARD MEETING, Thursday, Apr i l 15, - 10 a.m. S ta te Bldg. Exposi t ion Pa rk .

PROGRAM MEETING, Thursday, Apr i l 15, Sta te Bldg. Exposi t ion Park . - 1:30 p.m.
Mrs. Harlari Eckler , speaker. A l l who saw the a r t i s t i c p i c t u r e s of ea s t e rn b i r d s ..
shown by Mrs. Eckler a t our Christmas Par ty w i l l want to see what she has recorded of
our Ca l i fo rn i a b i rds while spending the winter a t Santa Monica. Cone and b r ing your
friends.
STUDY CLASSES, Thursday, April 22, at Pluumer Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd.

Nature Study; 10 a.m. Subject-r "Plants in Legend and Fable" by Miss Charlotte
Hamilton.

Bfode: 11_a.m. Subject-'"Warblers" by Mrs* Mafy B. Salmon,



A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT:

"A dozen wild Whistling Swans on a small wayside lake in the San Joaquin valley
was the incent ive recently for passerby* to l inger and gaze with delight upon these
noble b i r d s . Like white-sailed ships they floated majest ical ly , their ca lmlad aloof
beauty seeming to se t them apart in a busy workaday world. tfb the l e f t a t r io of
White Pelicans i n perfect formation rode the choppy wavelets and, in the foreground,
a flock of inevi tab le Coots made a s t r ik ing fo i l to the a labaster loveliness of the
swans. Long famed m story and song the wild swan has a .d i s t i nc t ive place in the
natural environment. In addition to the enjoyment that one experiences from such a

.picture in Nature, i t i s gratifying to know that i t i s due to protec t ive measures that
the Whistling Swans are increasing since i t was only a'few years ago that they were
c r i t i c a l l y depleted by the ruthlessness of man."

. JOHN MILLER of Bel Air, our youngest member, reports a California Heron v is i t ing
his garden and numerous flocks of Western Eobins in the t r ees .

MBS* H. W. ANDERSON of Sherman Oaks, whose son i s at Officers1 Candidate School in
Miami. Beach, sent t h i s excerpt from one 6f his . l e t t e r s ; "We were called put to attend
an a i r show oVer thd parade ground. Several Bi26's and A^O's performed. A sparrow
hawk not to be. outdone, darted over the f ie ld and hovered for long periods of time to
sho:w that he could do something the planes could not do. The 6000 of us applauded him*"

THERE SESM to be no re s t r i c t ions or p r i o r i t i e s on building in Hummer Park th i s
spring. Many new hones are under construction* A pai r of Bush-tits' have erected the
largest mansion tib far , making their foundation of spider webs. Even continuous rains
did not stdp the work. The f r a i l , lacy pocket i s about ten inches in length and hangs
in an olivp t fee ; Decorations .are now being placedi, I saw, today, part of a grapefruit
blossom beillg a t tached. One day I Saw the pair , very busy picking gun from a peach
tree1 in a neighbor 's yard half a block away;fron the nest. They would take a b i te and
pul l i t out into long threads, then loop i t up and fly over the roof of a.house to the
olive t ree where i t no doubt was used to cement the other materials together. ;It r e -
minded me of chi ldren pull ing chewing gum into threads. .The.Bush-tits are perfectly
quiet as they'work. These busy l i t t l e mites destroy, olive scale, moth eggs and many
harmful insec ts and their eggs. , . • • •„ ,• v • .. .

A p a i r of Bewick Wrens have taken the small, brown cottage a t the east end of the
porch a t Audubon House. They we're undecided -whether the old-gourd house or the-new cot-
tage was the b e t t e r - but decided on the new house. The Mocking Bird has chosen the
pepper t ree where he has b u i l t for three .seasons.. The Hermit Thrush i s s t i l l sct'home
in h i s canopy - the wild cinerar ia bush. He comes regularly.^pr his evening bath, but
no , s o n g , s o f a r h a v e I hea rd - ; •-•• -• •, , , u • / ,;. ,,; .

I have seen a Ganbel Sparrow, a Mocking Bird and -a lirinei wearing a band that Mr,
Duff, no doubt, had placed on their legs three.years ago.

. —Mary Barnes Salmon.

FIELD GROUP: Sunday. April 11, - Baton's Canyon Sanotuary and adjoining lox Ridges Es-
ta te . Typical foothi l l oak and chaparral species.'-' Drive 'to -North Foothill Blvd. and
Midwick Drive in Altadena, half nil© south of old Mt. Wilson Toll House. Walk wil l
s ta r t about 9?30 a.m. , . .
Sunday April 25, - San Gabriel River Bird Sanctuary - arrive a t your own time, you ' l l
find others birding. Meet for lunch at entrance, 2578 Durfee Koad, If you are "game"
to s t a r t a t dawn on either t r ip , covering nearhy and more varied areas, contact Howard
L. Cogswell, 3SO7 Sierra Grande St. Pasadena (SY 6-5563); th is will be migration sea-
son and many new species are to be expected.

NATURE LOVERS who cannot attend these f ield t r ips will be especially interested in the
Sunday afternoon lectures at the L.A, Copnty Museum On March 28 D r . W e i g h t Pierce,
Curator of Entonology, will give an i l lus t ra ted talk eat i t led • 'Ins,ects in. the War,
and on April 11, Dr. John A. Comstock, Associate Director of Science, wil l talk on
"Camouflage in Nature'." These lectures s tar t promptly at 3 p.m.
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SOME NOTES ON BIRD DISTRIBUTION

In cmr twenty-one crossings of the Continental Divide since 1930 in "Betty," the
Model "A" Ford, we have had a chance to check and recheck many of our "bird notes. I t '
has been gratifying to find considerable consistency in the general d i s t r ibu t ion of
eastern and western species, as well as that small group of Sc issor - ta i l f lycatchers,
Lark Buntings and Dickcissels occupying the middle western s ta tes .

On account of the migratory hab i t s , i t has not been so easy to establ ish d i s t r i -
bution north and south, for southern species are continually experimenting with nest-
ing grounds farther north. For instance, the southern Mocking Bird has moved defin-
i te ly northward. Of course there i s a d i s t r ibu t ion for a l t i t ude which we especially
note in California and the west.

While the hundred mile be l t extending through Dallas, Texas and bending northwest
through Nebraska and the Dakotas may be taken as a general "no man's land" for meet-
ing of the eastern and western species, many birds range far ther , both east and west,
and there i s a section of Washington and" Qregon'w'Here'a number of eastern birds , like
the Catbird, Yellow-breasted Chat, Brown Thrasher, Bob White and Eastern Kingbird, ... ;
seem to get through to the west. ; ,

Meadowlarks have a way of s i t t i n g on fence posts and singing l u s t i l y as cars pass.
This character is t ic gives a motorist a fine chance to l i s t en for the changing song ,. ... :
which distinguishes-so-sharply the extreme east and west. The vast deserts at .the •;.••
south cause thi.s'song to change more abruptly nearing Dallas than in the north, .where-
intermediate variat ions are heard almost to I l l i n o i s before the s t r i c t l y eastern song
s t r i k e s t h e e a r . • , . • • • • •

Of l a t e years great flocks of Lark Buntings have le f t their central distr ibution
for the winter grains to be found in Arizona, and even in the Imperial Valley.

We speak of the-Western Mourning Dove, but if there i s a five mile s tretch any-
where between the Pacific and Atlantic coasts where these swift-flying pa r t i a l ly des-
ert-dwelling birds may,-not be encountered, we have not found.it . The Arkansas King-
bird, alsoi seems to be seen almost from coast to coast.

Our.first impression of the Road Runner connected i t with California and Mexico,
but we have since seen them even east of Dallas, Texas. On the other hand, the Lin-
net, so common in California, i s one of the f i r s t species to.be left 'behind when tour-
'ing east. . .. . • _- : ,

In 1886 there were six states reporting no English Sparrows. At the present time-
I should say that Wyoming has the fewest, no portion, of which state i s less. than 3000.'
feet in a l t i tude . There are s t i l l none-in Alaska. . '• •

This is not intended -to _be either sc ient i f ic or authoritative, but a personal •. ••:>
l i af,..j3xpfiriences. ••-.... .... -- :. -'-

f•*,.*-.' --Josiah Keely

ATTENTION! Teachers, 'Students, Bird Lovers - The Cardinals are singingi So plan to ' ,"
join the special bird walk for Saster week, Tuesday, April 20, at San Gabriel River )
Bird Sarictuary-, 2572 Durf ee Road. Meet at entrance at 9:00 a.m. Bring lunch. Take Al-.,'
hambra Motor Coach at 6th & LOB Angeles Sts. in I.A. at 7:20 a.m. Walk across tracks '
to northwest corner and take Long Beach bus which arrives at Durfee and Lexington Ids.,
at S:U3» Entrance is half block north. Check with Pac. Elec. for any change in sche-
dules. Mr* Charles A. Harwell is to lead the walk so a treat is in store for us.

HAVING- CONCLUDED a most successful series of bird -study classes for Boy & Girl Scouts
at the L.A. Museum, our Extension Chairman, Mrs. Mary V. Hood, with her many helpers,' '
is starting' four evening lectures for Scout Leaders at Plummer Park. Time 7:15 p.m.
March 29th "City Birds" Mrs. Mary V. Hood
April 1st "How and Where of Bird Watching" ..Howard L. Cogswell
April Hth Field Trip to Echo Park • • . ••
April 5th "Birds of L. A. County You Should Know"...Don Eckelberry '•'• •"
April 8th "Birde from Sea to Sierra" C. A.. Harwell
April 11th Field Trip - Eaton's Canyon (see notice of Howard L. Cogswell- page 29)




