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BIKDIHG IH THE ALEUTIANS
Mr. A. 1. Berry, Member, Los Angeles Audubon Society.

Mary fascinating "birds not commonly found in the southland can be seen on a
visit to one of the western. Aleutian Islands. As the ship- approaches the anchorage
Glaucus Gulls and Pelagic Cormorants are seen flying to and fro across the face of
the cliff. A California Murre dives quickly, showing for a moment its dark head
and white underparts. Tufted and Horned Puffins fly unceasingly overhead* These
are comical birds, often eating so much they cannot rise and are forced to dive to
escape the ship.

Hearing the shore in the small 'boat, we see many Pigeon Guillemots, chunky
black "birds that fly close to the surface of the water, showing white wing patches
as they pass. When the boat beaches on the rocky shore, we see Black Oyster-
Catchers running before us, squatting frequently as' though o-overing eggs. This
is just a ruse, however, as the ne3t is usually'lii the other direction.

If we walk along the beach, we may see a flock of Pacific Eiders or a pair
of Harlequins, those fantastically marked diodeB of the off lying rocks, always
good for a thrill. Among the rocks above the water line we find the Aleutian
Song Sparrow as large as a Pox Sparrow, and the tiny Aleutian Wren, a form of the
Winter Wren, playing hide and seek in the crevices of the rocky cliff. Climbing
up the gentle slope between towering cliffs, we see Aleutian Rosy Finches chasing
each other about or perching for a moment on an outcropping rock.

On every side as we strike out across the tundra, we hear the tinkling song
of the Alaska Long spur, a beautifully marked sparrow with black face and yellow
bill. It seems as though every grass blade' has its Loiigspur, We see them often,
too, rising into the air, singing as they glide back to earth. When we reach the
snow line we are almost certain to see the dainty white Snow Bunting with his
black wing tips. He also sings while on the wing, even in a heavy gale.

If we walk far enough, stay long enough, and are fortunate enough, we will
see the. most sought after bird in the Aleutians - the Ptarmigan. If is always a
pleasant surprise when one of these grouse-like birds bursts from under foot and
makes off with a whir of wings and a frog-like croak, gliding to a landing some
distance away. Only sharp eyes or a good field glass can find the bird again aiid
note the red comb over the eye as the ptarmigan stands with head upraised, watching
the observer, just as always only sharp eyes can find slay birds in any part of the
world.
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90H- Kendall Ave. South Pasadena
Telephone: BLanchard 7~lgU.9 Ol1 D e c . 2, Mrs. Shearer gave a ta lk to

F i r s t Vice^Pres. . .Mrs. "Warren J.. Holden a group of D.A.R. members a t the Woman's
Second Vice-Pres. and Fie ld Leade r . . . . ' . Univers i ty Club, using 20 of our mounted

Mrs. Caroline H, Daugherty specimens and nests to i l l u s t r a t e .
Recording Secretary-Mrs. Geo. L. Veatch Plummer Park entertained 105 County
Corres.Secretary-Mias Harriet 0, Damert Asst. Playground Supervisors on Dec. 6.
Treasurer.... Mrs. 0. L. Wait Ma»y "visited headquarters and much inter-
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• JANUARY CALENDAR

FIELD DAY - Thursday, January g, I9H2 - OAK GROVE PARK - a very good b i r d i n g p lace ,
a longside D e v i l ' s Gate Dam and F l i n t r i d g e Golf Course. Our Tanner Bus w i l l leave
5 ^ South H i l l ' S t . , Los Angeles , a t $ a.m. and w i l l l eave Oak Grove on r e t u r n t r i p
a t 2. p.m. Round t r i p fare $ . 7 5 . Take lunch. P l e a s e make r e s e r v a t i o n s EARLY with
Mrs. J e s s e L. .Morain r 10U.1 South Gramercy Dr ive , L.A. Phone PArkway O339.

BOARD MEETING - Thursday, January 15, 191+2, 9 ^ 5 a.m. a t the home of Mrs. Holden,
2S02 South Western Ave.
PROGRAM MEETING - Thursday, January 15, 19U2 _ S t a t e Bldg. Expos i t ion Pa rk a t 2;p.m.
One of our own members, Mr, Howard L. J o n e s , w i l l show one hour of w i l d - l i f e movies
in n a t u r a l color , sub jec t s to be "Hawks,"."Birds and Animals of the S i e r r a s , " "Life
of the C a l i f o r n i a G u l l , " "Bald Eagle" and "Birds of an In land Lake," Mr. J o n e s ' s
pictures are always a rare treat so come early and bring a friend.

STUDY CLASS - Thursday, January .29, I9U2. Plummer Park Clubhouse, 7377 Santa Monica ,
Blvd. Take West Hollywood (P.E.) car, Subway Terminal; get off at Fuller Ave.,
walk one block west to Plummer Lane. Bring text books, note books and lunch.

9O0 a.m. BOTANY. Leader, Mr. George T. Hastings. Subject; "Plant Records and
Collections: How to make notes; how and why to collect and mount plants ."
10:30 a.m. BIRDS. Leader, Miss Edith Newton. Subject: "Beaks and Feet of Birds

with relation to their Food." Il lustrated with photograohs by Gayle Pickwell, Ph»D.
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IMPORTANT ABTOUHOMEHT

Plans are going ahead for the second annual, convention of the Nat iona l Audubon
Society to be h e l d a t Santa Barbara, January 23-25, 19>+2. " Sessions w i l l s t a r t wi th
luncheon F r iday , January 23 , a t the Samarkand Hote l , which i s to be headqua r t e r s .
The af ternoon w i l l "be given over to r e p o r t s from o f f i c e r s of the seve ra l Audubon
Socie t ies in C a l i f o r n i a . Evening dinner and the showing of some except iona l co lo r
pictures,

Saturday session at the Museum of Natural History where special exhibits are
being arranged. A "buffet luncheon and early adjournment to allow a v i s i t to the
Art Museum where Mr. Donald Culros3 Peat t ie wi l l explain the marvelous exhibit of
original Audubon materials and wild-l i fe paintings "toy other a r t i s t s . Evening dimier
at the Montecito. Country Club where unusual wi ld- l i fe p ic tures will he shown and
Mr. Pea t t i e w i l l he the only speaker.

Convention wi l l cloae on Sunday with a f ie ld t r i p . Further information concern-
ing a c t i v i t i e s may "be had from our president early in January when the f ina l d e t a i l s
have been decided.

TRAM YOU, MICKEY BISHOP

Mickey Audubon Bishop's ac t iv i t i e s have "been extended to aiding the Red Cross
and to bring cheer to many homes th i s past Christmas season. In Lafayette Park,
a fountain of exceptional beauty has been, dedicated to, the birds And to everyone
who seeks peace and inspirat ion in this gem of a park, Mickey's former g i f t to
Lafayette Park, a fountain showing Cupid and the Dove, has been moved to South Park.
Many birds wi l l l i f t their heads high on New Years and drink, to the heal th and hap-
piness of Mickey. •

•_„ Alma Stultz

BMBAKHA.SSITO SITUATION

Thfe ggrddner who loves b i rds i s l i k e l y to be pu t in an embarrassing s i t u a t i o n
when i t comes seed p l a n t i n g time.

Seemingly the sparrows of the Yosemite Yalley are ab l e to a n t i c i p a t e the seed-
p lan t ing time i n the"Museum Wild Flower Garden, for in f l o c k s , juncos and chipping
sparrows appear in the garden when f a l l p l a n t i n g beg ins . This year dur ing October,
the juncos and chipping sparrows were jo ined "by white-crowned sparrows, golden-
crownod sparrows, greon t a i l e d towhees and fox aparrowa.

fox sparrows a r e r a r e on the f l o o r of the va l l ey and I was d e l i g h t e d to see
two b i r d s on t he raorning of October 25. Very n ice b i r d s and very tame, but I soon
rea l i sed tha t they were gobbling up seeds tha t had j u s t -been sown. I t r i e d to shoo
them away, but they were e i t h e r very bold or very hungry for they refused to be
shooed. Perhaps they could read my character and knew t h a t I would not have the
hear t to run them out of the garden. So confident and so f r i e n d l y as they sc ra tched
beside the p a t h i n t h e i r p e c u l i a r "rocking-horse" faehion they were welcome even a t
the expense of the next season ' s bloom. Enid Michael

The G a l i f o r n i a S t a t s F i sh and Game Commission has cance l l ed a l l ou t s t and ing
Mrd c o l l e c t i n g pe rmi t s and a committee has been appointed t o formulate new r u l e s
under which p e r m i t s w i l l be i s sued . ' • • • . . ; •
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MRS. BERTHA. PULLER, one of our members, will address the Nature Glut at i t s
meeting Tuesday, January 6, a t Boos Bros. Cafeteria, 530 South Hil l St . Her sub
ject will be "Following the Birds Around the Border of the United States,1 ' and
follow a cafeteria dinner from 5'30 t o V-00.

* * * * * * * * * *
WE REGRET to announce the death of Mrs. Ora K. Sabin on December 19. The

sympathy of the Society i s extended to her re la t ives , also to Miss Marguerite Driver
h lost her father recently.

NOVEMBER STUDY CLASS

The November outdoor study c l a s s e s , he ld a t Redondo Beach, proved a successful
idea, with f i f t y members and gues t s p r e s e n t , S ix ' spec i e s of g u l l s were studied at
close range and about twenty-f ive other v a r i e t i e s of shore and water b i r d s not^di
A t r e e walk through the Ci ty Park Was conducted by Mr. George Sease, the gardener,
and our own Mr. Hast ings . Mrs* Burch welcomed the members a t Burch Seashe l l House
and presented each v i s i t o r wi th a s c i e n t i f i c a l l y l a b e l l e d s h e l l aa a souvenir . Our
thanks to her , and to a l l who helped make the day so p l e a s a n t ; to Mrs. Hood for
bringing the mounted guild from the museum, to Miss Faddis for he r information r'e*-
garding them, and to the Redondo members for the f ine balmy weather they managed ib
produce. • ' Laura White

DECEMBER PROGRAM MEETING

Thursday, December H, was a memorable day fo r the Los Angelas Au&ubon Society.
We were en t e r t a ined by Al ien D. Cruickshank of t he Nat iona l Audubon S o c i e t y .
Mr. Cruickahank gave us remarkable p i c t u r e s of Gannets, Loons, and Cormorants seen
in no r the rn reg ions , but boa t of a l l were the Barn Owls p i c t u r e d in an old deserted
a t t i c in ITcw York C i ty , His b i r d c a l l s were i n i m i t a b l e . I cannot enough commend
his broad-ninded, comprehensive view in placing birds in the i r proper re la t ion to
our l ives , and to a l l l iving things, The grand ononeas of Creation cannot be too
strongly stressed. We send,a"Godspeed'and a pressing inv i ta t ion to Mr. Cruickahank
to v i s i t us again. ' —. — Miriam S. ffaddis

. CHRISTMAS PARTY

Once again the Christmas Party at Plummer Park was voted a huge success, with
ninety members and'friends in attendance. Tables were gay with Christmas decora-
tions arranged by Miss Gilbert and her committee. At each place wore sprigs of
rosemary in tiny containers « the 'g i f t of Mrs. Hood.

Following luncheon, our President, Miss Greely, introduced Mrs, Stul tz who
gave us a preview showing of the Society1a own col lect ion of kodachrome s l ides .
Mrs. Bertha Caroline Stockwell presented a version of "Silent Night" with whistling
accompaniment. Miss FacLdis road two .poema composed by Mr, James M. Brennan, and
Mrs. Florence Scott delighted us with two surprise sk i t s , a f te r which a l l present
joined in singing "Jingle Be l l s . "

NORTHERN PHALARQPE (lobipes lobatus)

At Bolsa Chica slough on Dec, 15, 19*U a Northern Phalarope was seen. The bird
was vary tame and did not take alarm when wa stopped the car only ten feet from
where i t was feeding, on a aandy weed patch beside the highway. The feeding phala-
rope was apparently picking up weed seeds. I t may possibly have been feeding on
insocta, but if so the insects were very sluggish for the bird was not making hur-
ried jabs with i t s b i l l as I have seen i t do when spearing leaf-hoppers on a lawn.

Interes t ing to me was the fact that I had never before seen a phalarope so far
north so l a t e in the season.

Charles W. Michael




