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SUBSPECIES

*->/ ^ By W. A. Kent v . ,
Whatever may be you?? present opinion about subspecies, you will have a real eye-

. opener if you will study this subject on a trip to Canada,
Let us start with our San Diego Song Sparrow, then hop to Port Orford, Oregon.

"What bird is that?" Looks '.tike a Song Sparrow, but see that rusty red color.
Answer - a Rusty Song Sparrow.

How place the Samuels'-3 So.v.g Sparrow on the Pacific slope of middle California
then try to push our San Diego Song Sparrow north to meet i t . A glance shows the
difference in color i:a some cases, la others, not so, and that is perhaps what
causes the intonse interest in bird study..

Then there were Shufeldt's Juncos in British Columbia, not so unlike our Ihur-
ber 's . I must leave subspecies to tell of the many Slate-colored Juncos at Athabaska
Glacier in Jasper ilational Park, a real joy to sea this eastern bird again. Sfow l e t ' s
hop down into north eastern Washington and northern Oregon. We see Oregon Juncos(

we think, not so by the AiCff. Check List,'which says the Oregon Junco nests'from
Alaska to Vancouver Island, wintering southward. So,, they are s t i l l Shufeldt's and
they smack up against_ our own Thurber's Junco, in i t s northern reaches... Intriguing,
i sn ' t i t , if i t doesn't get you down? . • ..

Let us now dabble with the Wren-tits, on our most interesting tr ip. Our own
.Pallid Wren-tit reaches to Shasta county,' The type form, Gambells Wren-tit f i t s in-
to the picture from San Luis Obispo county to around San Francisco Bay and adjacent
valleys, then we will boost up a l i t t l e to the Transition Zone of the Pacific Coast
of- Oregon and ring in the Coast Wren-tit."

Mr. Van Huesen, at the Sacramento Wildlife Refuge at Willows, Calif., remarked
to us, "There you see the Modesto.Song Sparrow and al l three Eed-wings; Bi-colored,
Tri-colored and the ilevada Bed-wing." Mrs. Kent turns her eyes to me, without mov-
ing her head, at the new names, but I nonchalantly thumb the pages of my bird book.
Geographic, color or v/liat?

If these subspecies are confusing to us, and I am sure they are, i t signifies
that we must own a copy of the new A..Q.U, Check List when i t i s published in the
next year or two. Then, rather than jus.t learning the birds we stub our toe against
in the Los Angeles aroa, broaden our scope of bird study and see that few get away
without being identified when on our vacation t r ips . • . . .

We shall viait a species again in the Athabaska Glacier vicinity. A White
Crowned Sparrow displays his beautiful head markings, then another bird alights' on
the same "bush; a. Gambel Sparrow] We almost hold oixr breath.

Let's follow through with this genus; the White-crowned Sparrow breeds in the
Hudsonian and Canadian zones of British Columbia, and from southern Oregon to central
California, of their western habitat, and does not winter in California. Ths Gambel
Sparrow breeds from tree limit Alaska to south-eastern British Columbia and we know
it winters through California,.. The Puget Sound Sparrow now picks up the chain in
south-western British Columbia to Mendocino County, Calif., spending the winter
south to San Disgo County. She Uuttall Sparrow jumps In to f i l l the space from Men-
docino County south through San Francisco into Santa Barbara County. How, then, a l l
this would make us possessors of the Gambel and Puget Sound Sparrows during the win-
ter. Scratch.your head if you want to. W _*--/( (Continued on Page 12)
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PLUMMFii PARK NOTES-

The telephone pole containing the nest
of the famous woodpeckers ra ised by
Wi l l i s has been given to our curator ft
the interest ing collection of nests in
our museum. Other g i f t s include; from Mrs,
Stultz, several nests given to her by Mr.
Michael in Yosemite;
National Geographic bird picture portfol-
io from Jane Weidell;
19^-0-Ul scrap book from Mrs. Brown
I9U0 butterf ly scrap book from Mrs. Mead-
ows (to be finished by Miss Hamilton).

OWING to the r i s i n g p r i c e of mater ia l s i t
was considered necessary to increase the
dues from $1.25 to $1 .50. Put to a vote
there was an overwhelming majori ty in
favor - 107 Yes - 7 No.

HEW MEMBERS FOE NOVEMBER

Mrs. Ida J . M i l l e r ,
237 Newport S t , , Long Beach

Miss Marie Rutherford
3^0 N. Cornstock Ave. , Whitt ier

Mrs. George T. Has t ings ,
8^2 - 19th St. Santa Monica

Mrs. Frank C. Davis ,
1011 N. Louise S t . , Glendale

Mrs. J e s s i e B. Eueh,
7637 W. Norton, West Hollywood

Mr. Sassard L, Cogswell,
• 3207 S i e r r a Grande, Pasadena

PROGRAM MEETING-~ Thursday, December H, 19U1, 2:00 p.m. S t a t e Bldg. Exposi t ion,Park.
Allan D. Cruickshank of the Nat ional Audubon Society and one of the outs tanding
speakers on wild/life sub jec t s i n the count ry , ' comes as a Christmas t r e a t for our mem-
bers.- His l e c tu r e , . "Wildl i fe Through the Lens"' has been widely acclaimed. I t i s
i l l u s t r a t e d by.a s e r i e s of s l i d e s in color , including Loons on t h e i r nor thern breed-
ing grounds, remarkable n ight studies- of Barn Owls-around t h e i r nest i n the old de-
serted a t t i c , .Ganneta by the thousands nesting on the sides of p ic tu resque c l i f f s ,
some common local b i r d s , remarks,on the growing i n t e r e s t in b i rds and methods of a t -
t r ac t ing them. In addi t ion , b i r d c a l l s and spectacular motion p i c t u r e s in natural
color . Coma ear ly and br ing a f r iend,

THURSDAY, DBOSMBEB 18, .afPlummer Park. 7377 Santa Monica Blvd. , 11:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. Our time-honored Christmas Par ty . Vis i t the headquar ters , there a re so many
i n t e r e s t i n g things there . Lunch a t noon i n the Clubhouse followed by what promises
to be a ' de l i gh t fu l program. Mrs. Bertha Caroline Stockwell in whi s t l ing solo, sur-
prise.number by Mrs. Floronce Scot t , Community Center Director of Plummer Park,
"Stor ies of Christmas P l a n t s , " by Miss Charlot te Hamilton, kodachrome s l i de s "Birds ,
and Their Habi tats" taken from our own co l l ec t ion (a preview for our members), with !

comments by Mrs. Shearer. Bring lunch as usual , remember gues ts are always welcome.
Hostesses , Miss Martha C. G i lbe r t and Hosp i t a l i ty Committee, Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon
and Houso Committea. Do not f a i l to road Miss Hamilton's a r t i c l e in t h i s issue on
"Food for tho Bird Table" and bring a Christmas g i f t for the b i r d s .
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Chatsworth.::.eservoir Grounds gave 95 Audubonites another happy field day on Thursday
;;Tov. 6, various observers listing 71 species of birds within the Reservoir groundt/
Outstanding species: Ilack-crowned ."ight TIoron, Canvas-back, American Merganser.liing
necked Pheasant, Southern Bed-breasted Sapsucker, Barn Owl, C&laveras Warbler, Bul-
lock's Oriole (pair evidently wintering over) and the seldom-seen Rufous-crownod
Sparrow. We aro always so happy to welcome back Mr. & Mrs. Charles Michael.
^ ' • • . Carol ine H. Daugherty

---*•* • MICKEY ATJDUBOH- BISHOP'S ItBI&HBORS

The charm of Mickey's surroundings a re p a r t of h i s happiness .
| ^inspire h i s joyous s inging, h i s gay inqu i r ing "tweet""of g r e e t i n g , M s
^1,'dancing to the tune of a t iny music-box, sharing the dance with the

•^-._. ^ -, s u n b e a m s t h a t shine into the room, l i s t e n i n g to songs that come in the
• \ / i 2 ' ' / O ' ^ ^ ;r~QV&& window,-the mockingbird 's , the song sparrow's , the k i l d e e r ' s c a l l .
'Linnets with ' t h e i r wash of red share h is soods on the window-si l l , -bringing t h e i r
voices closer. ' Towhoos and blackbirds are to be soon and the occasional gray form of

• a -gu l l wings by, but dearest to Mickey's h e a r t i s Anna.
; Springtime br ings to the Ambassador gay awnings for the Pa t io Dining Room,

which shel ters- , among other gues ts , Anna Hummingbird and her t iny nes t in the ol ive
t r e e , fo r yea r s tho services of a f ine ho t e l have been Anna's . Her nost and eggs and
her exqu i s i t e l i t t l e self have been guarded tender ly . When the l i t t l e ones grow and
f lour i sh a net i s spread under the nest j u s t in case the"rock-a~bye" babies should
fall. • • . . ' . . . . _

This year disaster overtook the precious eggs and the 'nest was damaged, but
Anna of the bravo heart decided to move the same nest to a loop of green and white
ivy across the pa t io . S i t by b i t i t was moistened in the fountain and reshaped on
tile ivy. After a day's hard labor i t was as -good as new.- • Busy, happy weeks flew by
and one1 morning Miakoy heard "Btiza, Buzz" outside his window. The babi-os' wore grown.
and Anna was ready to donate her nest to Audubon House in Plummer Park.

, . Alma Stultz

• FOOD FOR TBHS BIRD TABL3S .

The birds wi l l appreciate the extra food provided for them. All the sparrows,
l innets and towhoes l ike the small grains, not to mention the doves and quail who de-
l ight in the regular pigeon grain which contains wheat, peas and cracked corn. The
tit-mouse loves sunflower seed as do the grosbeaks in summ'or. The jay ""dotes" on them
but then he i s pa r t i a l to anything in the food l i ne . The thrasher thinks nuts aro
pre t ty f ine , and if thoy are, wormy so much the be t t e r , If possible, crack the nuts.
Don't forget r a i s ins for tho mockingbird, and.other sof t -b i l led birds' who are pa r t i a l
to f ru i t and be r r i e s . They l ike apples,, too, but• .1 find do. not eat' them as readily
un t i l l a t e r in the season when other f ru i t s are geiie."' .The Audub.on warbler enjoys
suet and i f melted into a pudding containing seeds,' r a i s i n s ..and nuts i t wi l l be eaten
by many more b i rds . I t helps when insects are: scarce.. :.Numbers of birds are fond of
bread, cako and choeso crumbs, but aro not advised to . the exclusion of other foods,
for you may a t t r a c t more English sparrows than you wi.sh«i . Above a l l , don't forget
water. I t i s a "must have" a l l the year. ' ...;••• :

. . .—>_.__;_— Charlotte A. Hamilton
OI-31TIHG 01 AUDUBON HOUSE at the Dorothy May Tucker. Bird Sanctuary in Modjeska Canyon,
from Uov. 1 to 10 was a success, at least in the number of people who; v i s i t ed i t .
Hoarly 1000 came to watch tho hummingbirds' and enjoy the display inside. I t wi l l be
open on Saturdays and Sundays unless i t i s stormy,' and a t other times by appointment.
All bird lovers are welcome^ „_" , Harriet Williams Meyers

•Under our const i tu t ional by-laws, anyone not renewing the i r membership by December
shal l become delinquent and i t wil l not bo possible to continue sending the IAHAGER.

If you are not keeping a f i l e of the club paper, please return i t to headquarters
when through.
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wfmust noWorget thf"chickadees. The Oregon Chickadee is a subspecies of the
-astern 3 lack-craped Chickadee and ranges through the Transition Zone of the coastal
ration British Columbia to California, She Chestnut-backed Chickadee, a type form,
with a'rufous hack and dusky cap, covers the Canadian and Transition zones of our
•nvtiro tri-o from just north of San Francisco. Our own Bailey's Chickadee, with the
v/hito line"over the oyo, is really different. Wo will follow it north into Monterey
County, then place Barlow's Chickadee in the space south of Monterey to just north
of San'tfraacieco to meet the Chestnut-backed as we want some kind of a chickadee in
th'oir respective haunts everywhere. If some are left out, it is 'because all of this
did get me down a little.

How, after our case is proven, some fairly eminent bird enthusiast gets up and
says, "It is all crazy! Asong sparrow is the same song sparrow whether he is red,
•black or grey and I am not going to fool with that hair-splitting stuff." But the
great preponderance of our ornithologists and the creators of the A.O.U, Check List
have classified these subspecies in their respective haunts, So we look forward with
new interest to a continuation of this fascinating'study.

SOUND! a lunch kit at' Ohatsworth Lake - awaiting owner at headquarters.

A THEBE-TISR BIBS OBSERVATION

In roaming through the mountains I have always "been on the lookout for our "em-
blematic11 bird, the Western Tanager - hoping to see several of them at a time but
always grateful to glimpse even one. While vacationing this last summer far back in
tho High Sierras, about four o'clock one afternoon, I came up to a rushing mountain
stream and - ray wish was more than gratified. Looking up and down the stream, I saw
Western Managers, everywhere, on both sides of the stream, insect catching, flying
out ovor the water and.back to their perches on rocks and branches. Their showy
coloring was a glorious sight and there were nranbers of them. About twenty feet
above tho water Pacific Highthawks were cleaving tho air and calling their note -
"spoo-ick," and high ovor them, sailing back and forth, were hundreds of Northern
Violet Green Swallows. Surely, a special kind of juicy morsel was on the wing that
late afternoon, for that performance was never repeated during tho following ten days
of our stay.

_ _ _ „ — -__.. — __ Caroline H, Daugherty
We arc happy to add the name of Miss Ella Johns to our list of Life Members,

There is still time to enter the National Audubon Contest, "What does my Audubon
Memborahip Mean to mo Today?" by sending in a statement of not more than throe hun-
dred words, Sntries must be received by Dec. 15, and winners will be announced in
January 1942. Sond your entry to National Audubon Society, 1006 ?ifth Avo., low York.

"FOOD IFOR OT3D0K" - lot the birds help - by destroying harmful pests, eating weed
seeds, otc. Migrating birds, are credited by agriculturalists with destroying tho red
worm plague of the Atlantic Coast cotton cro-o.

Sympathy of the Society is extended to Mrs. Grace Brown in her bereavement over
tho loss of her mother.

CHRISTMAS din SUGGESTIONSJ A year's subscription to Hature Magazine, a coioy of
Hoffman's "Birds of the Pacific States," Peterson's "Held Guide to Western Birds,"
or Mrs. Hood's delightful book on California Wild Flowers. See Mrs. Shearer about
tho magazine or Miss Grooly about the books.

V .--:•"-•••; • / Y A OHPJSTMAS PBAYSR

-y'' Doar Father, hear and bless
Thy beasts and singing birds;

And guard with tenderness
r'''J" ^ Small t h ings t h a t havo no words.




