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NOTES ;A1O1T{} THS.WAY IPO HEW OBLEANS VIA TBI GULF ROUTE
Mrs. Thomas, R. Shearer, Member, Los Angelos Audubon Society

After many monotonous milos of deaort. road with no orni thological decorations
save shrikos and sparrow hawks posing on tho wires at almost regular in terval a, i t
was a heartening sight to glimpao a whi te- ta i led k i t o gl iding along on our port
side. Ho obligingly,dipped and wheeled, showing h i s handsome black egaulots and re -
maining within binocular range for some timo. This was tho f i r s t of threo that wo
saw before 'reaching G-alveston. Shis l i t t l e feathered aeroplane seemed to break the
spell held over us by the shrikes and sparrow hawks, or;perhaps the landscape changed
for the b e t t e r , because our course from then on was brightened by numerous meadow-
larks ca l l ing cheer i ly , many b lueb i rds , an occasional roadrunnor, and the song of
the thrasher . South-central Texas has a vast .covering of post-oaks which harbor
many birds» but we could not iden t i fy them from the highway.

On a r r i v a l in San Antonio, matters orni thological began decidedly to look up.
A fr iendly cardinal came to greet us at o u r , f i r s t breakfast} golden-fronted wood-
peckers were f lying about in the pecan t r ees hunting for the proper spot in vrhich to
cache l e f t o v e r nuts* These noisy fellovrs are named from,their beautiful golden fore-
heads. The males werar a saucy red cap and a p l a s t e r of orange-red,on tHo hind neck.
Eastern Toxas and lower Louisiana are so bountiful ly watered by .creeks and r ivers that

.bird- l i fe , seems to have more var ie ty than with u s . Wo had,our, f i r s t .sight of tho
l i t t l e green Texas king.fisher perched on a stub near .a creek; h e ' s not so cocky in
appearance as our kingf isher , not wearing a c r e s t , „ Grea t - ta i led and bronzed grackles
were much in evidence, and a flock of s t a r l ings had appropriated one section of
Brackonridge Park, a lovely and spacious park l e f t almost as Mature made i t . Here
Is housed a la rge zoo and a comprehensive showing of b i rds . Being opposed to zoos,
I was about to pass i t by, but on glancing over the l i s t of inmatos, I found flamingos
and rpsoato spoonbil ls named. Wo found thorn l iv ing under unusual conditions; a very
generous sect ion of a natural creek with wooded banks had been assigned to them, and
T/ire fences had boon to some extent concealed. They seemed contented and poked about
in the creek seemingly oblivious of us. Thoir gorgeous fea thers V7ere glossy and they
appeared to bo in prime condition, Quito a contrast was afforded by the cage of song-
bi rds , among, which I noted fivo robins perched on a s t i ck as closo as possiblo to the
wire fencing and gazing out longingly at the free b i rds f lying about in tho noarby
t r ee s . I wish some act ion might be taken in regard to the caging of wild songbirds.

Louisiana 's swamps furnish wonderful sactuary for waterfowl, but we had timo
to ca l l a t only one s t a t e refugo, Avory Is land, es tabl ished by Mr, Mcllhenny, i t s
owner, as a rofugo for herons and egre ts . Great r a f t s of ducks wore there a l so ,
among which wo r.jtad many rodhoads raid canvnsbacks. Tho great Rainoy Wildlife Rof-
ugo i s i n t h i s section, , and i s tho .winter home of more of the bluo goase which come
from tho far north* •- • .. - \ ' •

Farther north , on the road to Austin, we sighted numbers of marsh hawks flying
low ovor the f i e l d s . In fac t , t h i s hawk was more in,evidence than any other after,
we lef t desert country. Hearing homo, we v is i ted tho Boyco Thompson Arboretum at
Superior and were delighted to soe a br id led titmouse f l i t t i n g about, the only time
WQ had seen him above the Mexican l i n e . If any of our jnembors are in - tha t section
of Arizona, they will" bo well repaid by a v i s i t to t h i s beaut i ful place.
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MR MEMBERS, WELCOME!
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OPEN HOUSE. A request has come to' our
soc ie ty from Mrs. Florence Lewis S c o t t , :

at Pluramer Park, to open Audubon House
one day a week. This i s considered a
grea t a t t r a c t i o n to the park, and we ask
those who are w i l l i n g to act as hostesses
one day a week for one month to c a l l or
see Mrs. Salmon, GRanite 9312. Wednesdays
from 11 to 4 a re t h e days and hours sug-
ges ted . There i s much p leasure to be de-
r ived from observing the b i r d s and read-
ing our splendid books. L e t ' s make th i s
a real success th i s year.

Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon

TEE.STATE CONVENTION, Begin now to make
plans to attend the f i r s t California State
Convention of Audubon socie t ies , to be
held at Aailoroar May 9, 10 and, 11. A
fine program i s in the making. More a-
bout th i s in the April TANAGER.

THE MARCH OALAEDAR

TjIURSDAY, March 6 , FIELD TRIP, dedicated to Bird and Arbor Day. Lopez Canyon, off
F o o t h i l l B lvd . , J u s t beyond Hansen Dam. Tanner Motor bus l eaves 544 S. H i l l S t . ,
Los Angeles, 8 A.M.; s tops for passengers at Los Fe l i z and San Fernando Rd., Glen-
d a l e , a t 8520 A.M. Returns about 3:30 P.M. Round t r i p f a r e , 70fJ. Take lunch. Make
r e s e r v a t i o n s EARLY with Mrs . J . L, Morain, 1041 S. Gramercy D r . , PArkway 0339. Those
d r i v i n g go by San Fernando Rd. to Roscoe; cross over the v a l l e y on Sunland Blvd. to
F o o t h i l l Blvd. Go l e f t on F o o t h i l l to Fi l lmore S t . and Lopez Canyon s ign . Turn
r i g h t , go up Canyon road t o F o r e s t e r s Home p i cn i c grounds. Af te r - lunch program on
t r e e s .and shrubs in charge of Mrs. Maude McKnight, Chairman, Committee on Trees.
FRIDAY, March 14> 1 to 4 P J , Mrs* Thomas R, Shearer and Mrs. tfosiah Keely w i l l be
h o s t e s s e s in t h e Bird Sec t ion , Los Angeles Museum. •
SUMDAYi March 16,t 9 A.M. Bird Walk,' Playa del Rey. : Leader, Mr. Arthur L. Berry*
Meet a t south end of o ld lagoon near l i f e - g u a r d s t a t i o n . Bring lunch. For those not
driving, take bus leaving Pacific Electr ic Hill Street terminal at 8:20, arriving at
Playa del Rey 9:01. I t i s a short walk from end of Culver Blvd. to end of oldlagoon,
THURSDAY, March 20, 10 A.IvI. Board meeting at home of Miss Ruby Curry, 336 W. 46th
Street . Our hostess will serve coffee and dessert ,
THURSDAY, March 20, g.P.M. State Building, Exposition Park. Address, "The Private
Lives of Birds," by Dr. Henry Smith Williams, physician, sc ien t i s t , author, lecturer
and a r t i s t , who has devoted long years to study and research as a na tura l i s t . Also,
"Birds in a Home Garden," with motion pictures in color, by Miss Helen S. Prat t ,
Audubon Junior Club representative of the National Audubon Society. Visitors welcome,
FRIDAY, March 28. STUDY CLASSES at Headquarters in Plummor Park. Bring lunch.

9:30 A.M. Botany. Leader, Mrs. Maude McKnight. Subject,- "The Ofks".
10:30 A..M.. .... Birds. Leader, Mr, Josiah Keely, Subject, "The Economic Value of

Bi rds" . ! •

niTERESTINS. READING, "Birding Below the Line," by Dr. T. Gilbert Pearson, President
Emeritus,- Notional Audubon Society, in Bird-Lore, July-August, 1940, and his la ter
cu-i;icle on the same subject, "To South America with the Birds," in Col l i e r ' s , Feb, 1>
1941. Also, "High Adventure Begins at Your Doorstep", by Donald Culross Ponttie, in
Bettor Homes and Gardens, March, 1941, P. 104.
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MRS. HOOD'S L3.0TUHSS. The evening lecture series recently completed at Plummer Park
it; worthy of more than passing interes t , - i t i s a milestone. Those who have not seen
the exquisite colored pictures by which Mr. and lira. A. W. Hood share their adven-
tures with us must live in hopes of another opportunity. Indeed, many of us who were
filled with their loveliness will welcome another chance no less. The attractive
presentation through Mrs. Hood's talk bound each collection of slides together like
jewels in a chain, graduated with just the right "balance of simple informality and
porsonal humor, erudition and substantial information. As if that were not enough,
the setting given each of the six programs through habitat- displays and exhibits
hoightoned the dramatic effect and was not lost upon a single visitor,

Raroly ar© one's dreams excoeded by reality, but could I have looked ahead three
years ago to such an achievement in our Nature Program I do not know which would have
been the most surprising gratification,- the size end sustained interest of the group
attending, or the richness of Mrs. Hood's gift i tself, which could not fail of re-
sponse. Thank you, Los Angeles Audubon Society! Thank you, Mary V. HoodJ

-—-Florence Lewis Scott, Community Center Director,
Los Angeles County Recreation Department.

THE FEBRUARY HELD TRIP. Rain in February is not unusual in California, and our
Field Leader arranges the tr ip for that month with many misgivings. And how i t rain-
ed just before and even on the morning of February 6, when we had planned to go to
Bolsa Chiea.1 The chartered bus, with i t s forty-two reservations, had to be canceled.
However, some fifteen enthusiasts ventured out in their own cars, and-they report an
interesting time. Arrangements waro hurriedly made to take tha same tr ip the follow-
ing Thursday, "weather permitting",- and the weather permitted^ Forty members and
friends, inclxxding twelve visitors from the Laguna Beach Nature Club, appeared and
those who followed Mrs, Daugherty over the marshes were rewarded with a l i s t of 62
birds. Then to Recreation Park for lunch, and how delightful i t was to find there
three of our Long Beach members~4irs. Squire,'Mrs. Meadows and Miss Tamblyn—with
the picnic tables spread and unlimited quantities of hot coffee waiting for us. Mrs.
DaughOrty had brought along some twenty- or more mounted shoro birds, and nothing
could have been finer than the way Miss Eaddis" and Mrs." Wait described them and told
something of their l i fe histories. Altogether, the February "double bill" was quite
a success.

TORRENTIAL RAINS FELL on Los Angeles February 20; nevertheless, 47 brave soule ap-
poared for the regular program meeting, held in tho Museum this time bocauso of the
temporary need of our usual meeting place for other purposes. By .the magic of his
exceptionally fine motion pictures our speaker,. Mr. Howard L. Jones, took ue to
Yosemita, Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon, Yellowstone and the Black Hills, showing us
some of the most beautiful spots on earth, with chose-ups of their interesting wild-
l i fe ; then to Negit Island in Mono Lake, the horns of l i tera l ly thousands of California
Gulls. Finally, we had a pleasant surprise in. an all-too-brief talk by Dr. John A.
Comstock, the Museum's Director of Science. I t was a happy ©nd a profitable afternoon.

THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY'S campaign against traffic In wild bird plumage_is ac-
complishing i t s purpose. The leather Industries of America, Inc.» constituting 90$
of the manufacturers, dealers and jobbers in this unhappy business In the United
States, have entered into an agreement looking eventually to a complete ban on all
such traffic. • .

MORE DOORYARD VISITORS. A Varied Thrush a daily visitor in Mrs. Veatch's yard; Mrs.
Carl P* Smith found a Cooper Hawk devouring a Mourning Dove in her yard; Mrs. Foss
reports a pair of Eastern Cardinals. Cardinals have now been reported from San Fer-
nando, North Hollywood'arid Pasadena, as well as from Woodland Park. And robins fa
Plummer Park, and an Audubon Warbler ' i i !

THE OREGON AUDUBON SOCIETY, reports a Christmas Bird Census of 87 species, 27,464 in-
dividuals* There were sixty-five observers in the participating groups.
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MARCH MESOTGS

FRIDAY. March 7, -.2:0.0 P.Mt. Rose Garden, Exposition Park. Dedication of Mickey's
Gift, Sao below.

jgHDB5DAY> March 13, 7:30 P,M.. 'Central' Library, J i f t h and Grand, Los Angeles.
Spoaker, Mr. Harold E» Parry,.Banger Naturalist of Yoseiaite. Locturo on
Yo somite National Paris, i l l u s t r a t ed with kodachromo .slides,. ;

SAOUHDAY,, March 22, 8:00 A.}L Hold Day. Jam Dell, Western Avenue Entrance to
Griffith Park. Leader, Miss Blanche Vignos. Visitors welcome. ;

MICKEY'S..GIFT j 5 / ^ ^

BIEB AID AEBOB DAY, March 7 t h , i s in commemoration of the b i r t h d a y of the great
Luther Burbank, who d id so much to make, the world more beau t i fu l and to/enhance our
enjoyment of n a t u r e ' s bounty. This year i t w i l l have an espec ia l s ign i f icance for

fi t h e b i r d l ove r s of Los Angeles. ,The Board of Park Commissioners
have approved the dedica t ion on t h a t day of tho b i r d fountains
which our follow member, Mickey Bishop, Canary, ha s donated to
e i g h t c i t y pa rks . Tho ceremonies w i l l begin a t two o 'c lock with
the ded ica t ion of the fountain in tho Hose Garden git. Exposition
Park. Mrst ,Fred V. fa t son , Pres ident of the Park Board, and,Mr*
Gi lbe r t L« Skut t , -SuporintGndont of Parks , havo promised to. be
prosen t j and wo havo the, following comrmrxiication from tho donor
of / tho foun ta ins ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :.

"Mr. Mickoy Bishop w i l l bo charmed to moot a l l of
. , . h i s Audubon fr iends at tho dedica t ion of h i s .

founta in in the Bose Garden, Exposi t ion Park ."

.After t h e dedicat ion a t Exposit ion Park,, ceremonies w i l l be held
^at, four o ther parks in the following order, ' -Westlake, Scho and
Elye ian Parks, and Sycsunore Grove. Other foun ta ins , a re located
a t Lincoln, Kollenbeck and G r i f f i t h Parks. And. i t w i l l be r e -
membered t h a t liickey had previous ly given a founta in t o the
b i r d s of PIummer Park, Dedicated February, 24} 1939, i t stands
i n the, lovoly old garden surrounding "Audubon House."' No soonor
had the wator boen tui-ned on than a Suby-crowned Kinglet come to
inspec t i t . Ho soomed to-, approves i t and proceodad to take a
b a t h . Think of tho. thousands of l i t t l e wild' b i r d s of tho futuro
gat ho r i n g , around Liickey's f oun t a in s , d r i n k i n g , ba th ing and
praeningl . ' •' ;' . .. ' , ' • :. • " , ' ' . . " ' ' . • • . , ' . .

This wi l l "be tho f i rs t , opporttpiity that many of us havo had to
moot Mickey in porson. His soft yellow' feathers cover a.tendoj.
frioart, h i s bright oyos. are far-sooing, and many of tho world's
unfortunates find shelter under hi swings, Ho-represents so .
much that i s bright and generous that our oyos arc apt to mist
a l i t t l o and causa Mickey to appear rainbow-huod, a lovoly
symbol of happiness and choor in tho gloom of a troubled world.,

—-Mrs . Alma.J., Stunts, Chairman, Sanctuary. i1




