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TEE TOIHE1S

By Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon, Curator and Librarian., Los Angeles Audubon Society

There are four members of the Towhee family that should be familiar to bird stu-
dents here in Southern California.

The California Brown Towhee is one of the commonest of our birds, loving door
yards and living on intimate terms with those who give it protection. About nine to
ten inches in length, it has no identifying mark except a bright cinnamon or reddish
brown spot near the base of its tail. Its song is a series of chirps and churrs.'
Like all towhees, it scratches for food in grass and leaves, jumping backward with
both feet* Brown Towhees seem always to keep in pairs, for .they go two together
through the entire yoar» '
• . If you have observed a Towhee very similar to this at Palm Springs or in the.
South, it is the Abort Towhee. The only difference is a black area around the base
of the bill. . • - '

The Spotted (San Diego) ITowhee lives in, thickets and brushy hillsides* It is a
handsome bird,- head and breast black, underparts white. The sides are bright red-
dish brown with flecks and bars of white in a pattern over the black wings,- a strik-
ing bird in appearance, with fiery red eyes. In comparison.with the slow-moving Brown
.Towhee, the Spotted is very active. It disappears in the brush before you have had a
good look at it. Its song is not important* but its call is continuous in the springy

One of our most beautiful birds is the Green-tailed Towhee, found in the moun-
tains and high altitudes. The writer had an interesting experience at Snow Valley,
near Big Bear Lake, watching the beautiful, highly colored male at the nesting place
.and listening to its song. The body, wings and tail are a lovely bronze green, the
throat is white and the crown a bright chestnut brown. These birds love the under-
growths. They dash in and out of deer brush, mounting to the top to sing and diving
down into its depths to. the nest. The song reminds one of the Fox Sparrow and- the
wrens. The Green-tailed Towhee is by far the handsomest and the finest singer among
the Towhees. • ,

The birds of this family commit no crimes; they have no bad habits* They destroy
no fruit or vegetables, only harmful insects. Those of'us who miss the Bobin about
our door can take the Brown Towhee to our hearts and love it,.for its homely, friendly
ways. • , .

DOOBXABD VISITOHS .

Compiled by the Editor from the Records of Mghteen Members of the"
Los Angeles Audubon Society, of Birds Seen- in Their Own Dooryards,
or Hying Over, October, 1939, to November, 1940.

Our own dooryards, if equipped with, bird baths and,feeding trays, offer a fine
opportunity to study the more common birds of the region, with all of which we should
be familiar. Occasionally one has the joy of seeing a rare visitori The eighteen
nembers whose records are compiled here, report a total of 102 species identified
during the year. The localities from which the reports come vary from busy downtown
thoroughfares to streets having little traffic, and from homes near the arroyos and
foothills to those near the ocean. All however, are within Los Angeles County,

(Continued on Page 15)
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: JANUARY MEETINGS

THURSDAYi Jan. 2 . S t a r t the New Year with a t r i p to one of our " b i r d i e s t "
Chatsworth Lake Sanctuary and Glover Park. Our f ine Tanner "bus, Mr. Richards , in
charge, w i l l leave 544 S. H i l l S t . , Los Angeles, 8 A.M. sharp; a l s o , Hollywood .and. •
Cahuenga Blvda. , 8:15 A.M* Fare*, 80^ round t r i p . Bring your lunch. Make reserva-
t ions -PLEASE, by December 31 with Mrs. J . L. Morain, 1041 S. Gramercy D r . , Los.Angeles
Telephone PArkway 0339. -Those dr iv ing own c a r s , go Ventura Blvd. to Topanga Canyon
Avo.,- tu rn r i g h t , go t o Roscoo St. . , t u rn l e f t , go to f i r s t road opening to r ight - . ',
leading to bui ldings near Reservoir Gate. Leave Chatsworth grounds 3 P.M. I f it,,'
r a ins .hard, t r i p w i l l be postponed to JANUARY 9. — I f the t r i p i s postponed, a l l
aro co rd i a l l y inv i t ed by Mrs. Mary V. Hood to br ing t h e i r lunches and spend the day
(January 2) at he r home, 138 South Wilson Drive, looking over he r f ine co l l ec t i on ' o f "
p i c tu r e s and specimens. •
TUESDAY,,, Jan . ,7, 7:30 P.M. Plummer Park. Mrs. Hood's i l l u s t r a t e d l e c t u r e on the
Sier ra Nevada Slope. Bakersf ie ld to Owons Lake to Whitney's summit. Admission 20^.
SUNDAY, Jan. 12. Bird •walk' in G r i f f i t h Park; l eade r , Mr. ' Arthur 'L . 'Ber ry , "^Heef" in
front of Greek Theater , Veimont Avenue ent rance , 8:30 A.M. Bird u n t i l noon* Picnic
lunch at t ab les near t he Sanctuary entrance wi l l be followed by short program*
THURSDAY., Jan . 16. .State Bu i ld ing , Exposit ion Park. Board meeting at 10 A.M.
THURSDAY, Jan . 16. 2 P.M. S t a t e Building, Exposi t ion Park. Speaker, Mr. 0 . •^"'Har-
well , Cal i forhia r ep resen ta t ive of the Rational Audubon Society. Subject , "Birding
Experiences." The speaker w i l l whis t le songs of fami l ia r Ca l i fo rn i a b i r d s , and. wi l l
show two r e e l s of motion p i c t u r e s in color , one of Roseate Spoonbil ls and other nes t -
ing b i r d s of t h e ' C o a s t a l .Lagoons of Texas, the o ther of the Nat ional Audubon Society1*.
Nature Camp. Visitors-welcome; ' ' * -.
TUESDAY, Jan . 31." 7:30 P.M. -Plummet Park. Mrs. Hood's i l l u s t r a t e d lecture , on- Yo-
semite and the shrubs , flowers and conifers of t h a t . 'region. Admission 20(*.' .;* •
FRIDAY, Jan . 31. STUDY CLASSES, L.A.A.S-. headquar ters in Plummer Park. Bring t e x t
books, no t ebooks and any p i c t u r e s you may have i l l u s t r a t i n g the subjects? \- •' ••
9:30 A.M. B,p;t:an,Y.. Leader,. Miss Ruby Curry. Subject , "The Family Tree of tho FJower;
10:30 A.M. Bi rds . Leader, Mrs. Thtfs. R.. Shearer* "When the swallows homeward fly'". '

Le t ' s be prepared to greet them by. name. With t h i s in mind, we have--
chosen the Swallow Family for our study t o p i c . Each species w i l l be '
introduced by a membor of the Society; general d i scuss ion w i l l follow.'
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' Space limitations forbid l i s t ing all the "birds reported. Only the most common
and a few of the least common can be mentioned. The 18 l i s t s range from 16 to 61 in
the number of birds identified; average, 35. The Anna Hummingbird, Black Phoebe and
;Testern Mockingbird appear on every l i s t . These, with the Red-shafted Flicker, Cal-
ifornia Jay, Audubon Warbler, House Pinch, California Brown Towhee, Gambol Sparrow,
Chinese Spotted Dove, Arizona Hooded Oriole, Brewer Blackbird and San Diogo song
Sparrow; the Coast Bush-Tit, English Sparrow and Cedar Waxwing} Green-backed Gold-
finch, Dwarf Cowbird, Desert Sparrow Hawk, Rubyt-crowned Kinglet and California Shrike;
the Black-headed Grosbeak and Western Bobin,- these 23 species, in the order named,
appear most frequently in the l i s t s received. All are common residents or visitors.

Special interest attaches to the birds less frequently l isted. Miss Hamilton
reports an Anthony Green Heron and a Cardinal; Mrs. Smith a California Blue Heron and
a Pipit* A flock of Canada Geese flew over Mrs. Mason's yard. A Desert Sparrow Hawk
caused'commotion in Mrs. Daugherty's yard, and Miss Hamilton reports a Sharp-shinned
killed by flying against a neighbor's window.

Mrs. Wait found a Eing-billed Gull resting on the roof of her garage. Mrs. Shel-
ford reports a Burrowing Owl; several saw the Barn, Pasadena Screech and Horned vario-.
tiesi Mrs. Stultz found a Valley Quail in har yard on busy Sunset Boulevard. Of the
hummingbirds of this region, only four are listed: Allen, Anna, Black-chinned and
Eufous.

A Traill Flycatcher raised i t s family in Mrs. Yost's yard; Mrs. Mason reports a
Wright, Mrs. Salmon an Ash-throated, Mrs. Mix a Say's Phoebe. Miss Ames l i s t s a
White-throated Swift, Mrs. Bickel a Barn Swallow. Blue-fronted Jays came down from,
the mountains to visit both Mrs. Mix and Mr. Gedrge Docker. San Diego Titmice, Baiiey
Mountain Chickadees, House and San Diego Wrens, the Phainppepla, California Thrasher,
Western Tanager and Russat-backed and Alaska Hermit Thrushes were seen. Miss Hamilton
Reports two San Diego Towhees raised in her yard. Several l i s t . the Western Warbling
tfireo. Eleven of the warblers are given, including Miss Hamilton's window-»tapping
Audubon, about which she contributed such an interesting story to the January, 1940,
TAHAG3R. I t was given Mrs. Mason to be visited by the elusive Litt le Wren-Tit, which
Hoffman says i s "heard a hundred times before i t i s seen once.11 Thrill of thr i l l s ,
Mrs. Yost held a Long-tailed Chat in her handJ

One regrets having to omit many interesting identifications, but space is limit-*
edi Thdse notes will have served their purpose if they inspire more encouragement
and study of dooryard visitors. , ' :

THE CHRISTMAS PAHTY in Plumer Park December 3 was a festive occasion, Mrs. Salmon
and her assistants "received" at Headquarters throughout the morning*. Lunch time
found the tables in the Contaunity Club Hduse beautifully decorated by Mrs. Brown and
her committee* The afterncton program, arranged by Mrs. Stultz> opened appropriately
with Christmas carols. Mrs. Florence Lewis Scott told interesting stories of Christ-.
nas celebrations in oarly California. TVTO groups of bird songs were sung by Mr. Fran-
cisco Holguin, accompanied by Mr. Edward Beanes, and Mr. Beanes gave two piano numbers,,
There were whistling solos by Miss Betty Bealls, Mrs. Bertha Caroline Stockwell accom-
panying her, The program closed with the showing, by Mrs. Mary V. Hood, of-beautiful
Kodachromes of birds and their habitats, Mrs. Stockwell imitating the songs of a num-
ber of birds as they appeared on the screen. ' • • ' .

Several gifts to the Society added to the Christmas atmosphere. They included ica
art is t ic hand-decorated calendar from Miss Morton, and pictures in color of the So-
c ie ty^ four emblems from the committees on Birds, Butterflies, Wildflowers and Trees,
respectively. Iron Mr. E. C. Bacon came a long leaf from the banana tr.ee growing in
his yard, from the underside of which hung three Oriole nests. All three nests were
built this past summer, two families being raised at ;the same time. These gifts are
greatly appreciated*
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JAMJAR! MEETINGS

THURSDAY, Jan. 9, 7;30 P.M. Central Library, Fifth and Grand St ree ts , Los Angeles.
Speaker, Mr. 0. A. Harwell, California Bepresentative of the National Audubon Society.
Subject: "Birds of Yosemite National Park." I l lus t ra ted .
KAT̂ ffipAY. Jan. 25, 8 A.M. Field Day. Tern Dell, Western Avenue entrance to Griffith
Park. Leader, Miss Blanche Vignos. Visitors welcome.

MASSACRED FOR MILLINERY. Daring the th i r ty -s ix th annual meeting of the National Au-
dubon Society in Hen York l a s t October, an "Indignation Meeting" was held, which
brought out the fact that our present importation law i s being evaded and that feath-
ers of wild birds are being sold i l l ega l ly by wholesale mil l iners of New York and
Philadelphia, The National Audubon Society has found that forty ; wild bi rds j&re af-
fected, among them such United States birds as the Condor, Golden and Bald Eagles,
the Whistling Swan, Osprey and Great Blue Heron.

We are asked to l o t our women know that the feathers they buy, thinking them
feathers of domestic fowls, may be , instead, those of some wild bird. Also, on this
account, not to buy a hat trimmed with feathers. The State Federation of Women's
Clubs, through the i r State Chairman, Mrs. J . H. Comby, have voted the i r disapproval
6f the wearing of wild bird feathers. Other organizations are asked to take a l ike
stand, in an effort to stamp out th i s i l legal t r a f f i c . You can do your part by t e l l -
ing your local mil l iner) your clubs and friends of t h i s serious matter. Let us a l l
take a personal in te res t in making feathers unpopular*

MHS. HARRIET WILLIAMS MYEES.

IMPORTANT BEQUEST.. Senate Bi l l 4404 and House Bi l l 10,632, now pending in Congress,
authorize the President temporarily to transfer jur isdict ion over certain national-
forest and national-park lands to the War Department or the Navy Department during
the effectiveness of the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940* Mr. Harwell,
reminding us of the great damage done to Yosemite and other national parks during .
World War I , resulting from the relinquishment of grazing r i gh t s , says these b i l l s
deserve strong protest from us and from others we can en l i s t . Will L.A.A.S. members
therefore please write their representatives in Congress, urging then to vote No?

The Izaak Walton League, commenting on these b i l l s , says: "^e certainly do not
propose to obstruct legitimate defense measures, but do question the wisdom of in-
cluding national parks in the purpose of the bi l ls . . .We vehemently oppose their in-
clusion for a i l i taxy us^^ ioiasimich as such proposal i s incompatible with a l l aeeeptec1.
park standards, which are predicated upon the i r preservation in the natural state
'for the benefit and enjoyment of a l l the people.1 In the opinion of the League, the
use program called for in the b i l l s would leave permanent scars which not even time
could obl i terate . I t i s conceivable that in providing recreation for army and navy
recrui ts the wildlife which has long found sanctuary in national parks would be sac-
rif iced to recreational use.11

WELCOME* HEW MEMBERS; Miss Julienne G. Bayliss, Mr* Grant Mitchell .

THE HATIONAL AUDUBOK SOCIETY'S CALIFORNIA PROGRAM.- "Cooperation with s t a te and fed-
eral off ic ia ls on a l l matters relat ing to wildlife conservation; formation of Audu-
bon societies throughout the s t a t e ; promotion of more Junior Audubon clubs; presen-
ta t ion of radio ta lks and lectures on conservation; establishment of new wildlife
sanctuaries under competent supervision; organization of conducted wildl ife tours:
establishment of a west-coast Audubon Nature Caap."~ Bird-Lore, Sept,-Oct. , 1940,
p. 437. This i s a program to which the Los Angeles Audubon Socioty can subscribe
with whole-hearted enthusiasm. I t augurs a HAPPY HEW YEAR to Audubon work here.




