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BANDING GULLS ON NORTH CORQNADO ISLAND, MEXICO

The Ooronado I s l ands a re v i s i b l e from San Diego any c l e a r day. They a re j u s t
twenty miles off shore - t h ree bar ren crags j u t t i n g out of the P a c i f i c . All summer
long the g u l l s wheel and scream about them in white c louds .

How could we reach the i s l ands? At f i r s t i t seemed easy. Bvery May 30th#- the
San Diego Natura l H i s t o r y Museum makes a publ ic excurs ion to th© nor thern i s land to
look at the nes t ing b i r d s . So in May, 1938, we obta ined permission from Mr. Clinton
Abbott, D i r ec to r of the Museum, to go along as banders . Unfortunately two major
d i f f i c u l t i e s were .immediately apparent:— the excursion boat s tayed a t the i s land only
an hour - too short a time to accomplish much banding; and a t t h i s date most of the
eggs were s t i l l unhatched. Only 15 newborn g u l l s could be survey banded.

We must c h a r t e r our own boat for ano ther t r i p . This apparent ly simple plan
involved weeks of headache - a permit t o land on the i s l a n d , obta inable only from
the Mexican Pish and Game Commission o f f i c i a l s a t Insenada, 75 miles below the border;
interminable in terviews with tha owner of a f i sh ing boa t ; with Customs o f f i c i a l s ;
with Immigration off ic ia ls ; with Plant Quarantine of f ic ia l s . . .

We were off I At 3 A. M., on July 21 , 1938, sixteen, bandars and friends left
the s i len t deserted dock. San Diego Harbor was dim and huge - a few l ights from
the city shone in the distance. I t was af ter dam when we arrived at the island. I t s
cl i f fs towered above the l i t t l e bobbing boat. Crying gulls f i l l ed the a i r . There
was no harbor - we slipped close to the rocks in a rowboat, then watching our chance,
jumped ashore.

The island teemed with b i rds . At f i r s t the speckled downy young gulls were
hard to see, but we soon learned to look under the shadow of every rock, under every
bush. We went in twos-one to pick up and hold the s to l id infjuit, the other to put
on the bands - one aluminum Survey, two bright rod cel luloid . Gradually we worked
our way up the steep slopes, through cactus and sl ippery mesembryanthemum, returning
each infant to i t s own crevice. The nestl ings didn ' t soem to mind the banding pa r t i -
cularly. Occasionally one presented us with his most recent fish dinner, or nipped at
an unwary finger. But the angry squawk and swoop of the outraged parents sounded
constantly in our ears . An adult would hover 50 foet in the a i r above our heads and
then with a scream catapult downward. As WG winced and ducked* tho bird would
whistle by, missing a human scalp by inches, and soar upward to repeat* Usually they
missed - sometimes they didn1 t .

That second v i s i t we color-banded 153 young gulls before we had to return. On
our third v i s i t , June 20, 1939, we got a faster boat and more banders, and banded
375 with color and 111 more with Survey bands only.

Our early records show that some of these young gulls have wandered 400 miles
up and down the coast from San Diego. Twice reported by Los Angelos Audubon Society
members a t San Pedro, they also have been found as far north as Monterey* and as
far south as Cedros Island, Lower California. But not a l l the young birds travel -
some have stayed right at San Diego. These stay-at-homes may figure that the San
Diego fish piers are as good as any* Where wil l a l l these young birds go as they
grow older? We hope we wil l . f ind out. _ .

r ' Grace Sargent
Scripps Ins t i tu t e of Oceanography
La Jo l la , California



TEE WESTERN TANAGER
Published by the

l o s Angeles Audubon Society
Free to Members. Outside Subscr ipt ions

per year

"22-

LOS ANGBLSS AUDUBON SOCIETY
Officers
**

President Emeritus... .Mrs. Robert Fargo
President Miss Laura Groely

904 Kendall Avenue - South Pasadena
Telephone: BLanchard 71849

First Vice President and
Club Editor .Mrs. Maud Murphy
5523 Berkshire Drive.- Los Angeles
Telephone: OApitol 16533

Headquarters and Nature Museum - PLUMMER PARK
7377 Santa Monica Blvd. or 1156 North Vista St»

Los Angeles, California
Curator and Librarian..Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon

Telephone: GRanite 9312 ,-*.

** 90
' CALENDAI
1 g

1 3
1 10
k 17
y 24
' 3 1

M

4
11
18
25

I
T

5
12
19
26

MARCH
1 IhJ

1
6 (7) 8
13(14)15
30(21)22

1940 '
S '
2 '
9 '
16 '
23 '

27 28(29)30 •

AUDUBOM HOUSE NOTES'

'Mrs. C. J . Burnham observed a San
Diego Wren p l a c i n g s t i c k s in the
gourd b i r d house , a g i f t of Mr. B,
F. Tucker, which hangs in the
Loquat t r e e . . . {
A song sparrow has nested and reared
a 1940 family in a yucca in the
garden . . •
The new sanctuary signs have been
placed on the posts made of our
irSapsucker t r ee . V.
Mrs. 0. M. Stultz addressed the
Sierra Club on Saturday.. .Feb. 17. . .
Mrs. Thomas R. Shearer met with SB
campfiro leaders on Feb.13 to out-
l ine a plan to interes t g i r l s in
nature s tudy . . .
Miss Miriam Faddis used some of our
mounted specimen to i l l u s t r a t e her
talk before the Southwest Bird Study
Olub , . , .
Mrs* 0. L. Wait was hostess to a
group of members of the History and
Land Mark Club on Feb. 28th. . .
Mr. Duff banded six gambel sparrows..
The club rooms are open every Satur-
day from 11 a.m. u n t i l 4 p.m. Visi-
tors are most welcome. Mrs. H. 1.
Anderson will bo hostess for March.

_ ^ Mary Barnes Salmon

MEETING NOTICES
FIELD DAY - March 7th - Once more we wi l l t r y to go to CHATSWORTH LAKE, a sanctuary
abounding in wild l i f e (and h e r e ' s hoping the 3rd time is the charm!) Tanner bus
leaves 544 S. H i l l S t . , Los Angeles, a t 8 a.m. sharp -a l so a t Hollywood Blvd. and
Cahuenga, at 8;30 a.m. Fare 75^ round t r i p . Make reserva t ions through Mrs. Jesse
L. Morain, 1041 S. Gramercy Dr. Los Angeles. Telephone PArkway 0339—EARLY.
HELD ERE? NO. 2 ,- March 14th - Having been rained out of two F ie ld Tr ips , we are
going to have an ex t ra one in good old GRIFFITH PARK. Meeting Place-Main Picnic
Grounds near entrance to Zoo. TIME -9 a.m. Those coming by s t r e e t ca r can transfer
to Gr i f f i th Park bus which runs North on Vermont Avenue from Santa Monica Blvd.,
leaving tha t corner a t 8:35, then hourly. Yellow cars t r ans fe r to t h i s bus l ine on
10^ f a r e s . Bring -yo^r-lut t^-asusuBdTPl-enty- of parking space for those driving
the i r own car*. Following luncheon there w i l l be a t r e e walk conducted by Mr. R. E.
Bullard, Supervisor of Park Maintenance, Los Angeles City Pa rks .
BOARD MEETING - March 21st - 10 a.m., in the Directors Room of the S ta t e Building
Exposition Park, Los Angeles.

PROGBAM MEETING - March 2 l s t - 2 p.m. State Building, Exposition Park. Mr. Arthur H.
0 Connor, l ec ture r , w i l l have for h is subject "Fascinating Fauna of Australia11 -
i l l u s t r a t e d with sound motion p ic tures and kadachrome s l i d e s . Of especia l in te res t
S L w e « ? » e o U r 8 S a n d r 0 C o r d i n S s o f dances and songs of the Lyre Bird. Guests welcome,
V lAm: 2M£S - March 29th - 9 a.m. at Plummer Park. Mrs. Mary V. Hood in charge.
Immediately following wi l l be the
2129- STUDY CUSS- 10:30 a.m. to 12 o 'c lock, under Mr. C. V. Duff's d i r e c t i o n . After
a p icnic luncheon there w i l l be t rees planted honoring Mrs. Warren J . Holden, Mrs.
.ueonard b. Hall , Mrs. James M. Brennan and Miss Charlot te A. Hamilton. Program wil l
be m charge of Mrs. William T, Shelford, our t r e e chairman,

FEBRUARY PROGRAM MEETING
•inere m s a fine attendance of members and friends to view the except ional ly i n t e r a s t -
ing p i c t u r e ^ tajcen by Mr. Ed- N. Harrison of h i s "Cruise of the Kinkajou" along the
coast_ot Mexico, There were lovely water and animal scenes, close-ups of r e p t i l e s
ana p i c t u r e s of Boobies which can be depended upon to provide the co'wedy i n t e r e s t .



FEBRUARY PROGRAM MEETING (Continued from Page 22)
Four species were shown, the Blue-footed, Blue-faced, Brewsters and Red-footed. Their
nests vary in type from those carelessly formed on the ground to finely constructed
ones in shrubs.

The Man-O'-War b i rds , of G-alapagos Islands, presented a majestic picture outlined
against the sky.

Mr, Harrison is very much in demand, but we are hoping for a return v i s i t next

*ft BIRD LIFE OF WESELAKB PARK :$&
The b i rd l i f e of Westlake Park has been somewhat disturbed since the extension of

Wilshire Boulevard, a few years ago; at l eas t the Mergansers that came in from the
ocean in the early mornings, and the Black Crowned Night Heron have disappeared; but
there are s t i l l about twenty species to bo seen on the usual morning v i s i t , such as
the Lesser Scaup, Mallard, Pintail ,Toulouse Goose, Muscovy Duck, Coot, Pied-bi l led
Grebe, California Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Glaucus-winged Gull, F^alone Cormorant
and Mute Swan; and now and then, there i s something more unusual - a Florida Gullinule,
a Western Grebe, a Greater Scaup, or Green-winged Teal .

All seem to be nat ive Galifornians, except the geese, a Mandarin duck, the Muscovy,
Mute Swan, e t c . A L ight-footed Rail was seen in November, and the Gallinule has
at t rac ted much a t ten t ion because of i t s winter plumage, and lack of red b i l l .

The l i t t l e Green-winged Teal i s a cr ipple brought in in the f a l l . Certain of the
Pinta i l s a re unable to f ly. The one male Greater Scaup and the two females are ex-
ceedingly hard to loca te , but I have seen the male and was to ld that he has been
coming for a number of years. I f one depends too much on the green head for ident i -
f icat ion, i t will be d i f f icu l t to pick him out, f o r a l l the male Scaup seem to have
both green and purple, depending on whether the l i gh t i s at your back or in front*
After he was pointed out to me as having a somewhat l i g h t e r i r i s than the Lesser
Scaup, i t was not so d i f f i cu l t ; the la rger s ize i s not very apparent.

Just why, both in California and in Flor ida , the winter v i s i t o r s in the Lesser
Scaup should be about two males to one female, I do not know. The nearly three
hundred now in the Park i s the largest flock for several years .

The Cormorants have already l e f t , perhaps for t h e i r breeding grounds. Just now,
there seems to be but tha three species of Gulls. Among the Ring-bi l ls , "Jo" and
"Susan" have been recognized and t rea ted as special pe ts for five or six years. One
Lesser Scaup, with a bul le t crease across h i s hoad, has been recognized every year
for about the same time. Though the Mute Swan f l i e s readi ly enough, he seems to
stay where he i s put . I am not sure where t h e i r nat ive home i s . The "pair" of
foreign geese act l i ke males, though they are said to have been seen nest building.
At leas t one pa i r of Coots nested in West Lake Park l a s t season. So far as I
have been able to learn , the Gallinale j u s t came of i t s own accord.

From now on, da i ly v i s i t s to t h i s c i t y lake wi l l reveal a progress in changing
probably, the coming and going of migrant species,

. • Josiah Keely

ANNOUNCING AN INTERESTING EXHIBIT

Wil le t t , Senior Curator of Ornithology, Los Angeles Museum, Exposi-
t ion Park, Los Angeles, will give an address in the Lecture Room of the Museum, on
"Birds of Passage," at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, March 24th. This w i l l be the formal opening
of an exhibit on bird migration arranged by Mr. Wil le t t $aich i s to be displayed in
the rotunda of "the old museum," u n t i l the middle of Apri l .

On March 21st, immediately preceding the regular program meeting of the Los
Angelas Audubon Society, Mr. Wil le t t , unless unavoidably detained, will "be present
at the exhibi t from 1 to 1:45 p.m., to explain i t to our members. Other wel l- in-
formed persons will a s s i s t . Do not f a i l to take advantage of th is exceptionally
fine opportunity to learn more about one of the g rea tes t mysteries of bird l i f e .

EXBCOTIVE BOARD VISITS INSECT SHOW AT LOS ANGELES MUSEUM (ConH. p.24>
On Feb.15, Dr. John A. Oomstock, Director of Science at the Museum, was host to

our Board, He explained the displays which s k i l l f u l l y show the important par t which
insects play in the natural world. There are many cases of b r i l l i a n t l y colored
tropical bu t t e r f l i e s and moths as well as our own nat ive ones. The show includes,
besides lepidoptera, displays of f l i e s , wasps, b e e t l e s , an t s , e t c . Of specia l interest-.



NOTICES OF THE CALIFORNIA AUDUBON SOCIETY, IMC.
Mrs. Har r ie t Williams Myers, Mrs. Merta White, Secretary,
President Telephone: Cleveland 6-6702

MARCH MEETINGS

March 14th - a t 7:30 P . M., in the Los Angeles Central Library, 5th and Grand
S t r ee t s , Los Angelee. Mr. L. W. Walker, of the Natural History Museum a t San Diego,
wil l speak on "Modem Falconry." He w i l l a l so have a l ive falcon on e x h i b i t .

F ie ld Day - March 23rd, a t 8:30 A.M., to 10 A.M. Fern Del l , Western Avenue
and Los Fo l i z , G r i f f i t h Park. Everyone welcome to j o i n the leader on these walks.

^>$ r JUNIOR AUDUBON CLUBS © ^

J u n i o r Audubon Clubs can boast of breaking a l l records i n Ca l i fo rn i a fo r t h i s
school year to January 1940 by e n r o l l i n g 3,521 members aga ins t 2,314 l a s t year .
Arizona Clubs have 739 members enro l l ed agains t 148 l a s t y e a r .

Reasons - One - Good coverage by the new Jun io r Clubs Secre ta ry , Miss Dorothy
A. Treat of the New York o f f i c e . Two - A spec i a l inducement to e n r o l l e a r l y (by
November 30th, 1939 and A p r i l 1 s t , 1940), by making a v a i l a b l e to a l l t e a c h e r s ,
a new s e r i e s , "Nature Study fo r Schools" i n five l e a f l e t s - School room a c t i v i t i e s ,
Fie ld T r i p s , Winter Feeding, Bird Houses and Bird Day. Three - "News on the
Wing"-a newspaper for Jun io r Audubon Clubs conta in ing program suggest ions and items
sent i n by Jun io r members. And Four - Now l e a f l e t s with co lo r p l a t e s as usual
but unusual marginal sketches of the l i f e h i s to ry of the b i rd i l l u s t r a t e d . Also
a Junior edi t ion simply phrased in large type.

There are eight subjects for new clubs formed in the grades up to t he s ix th ,
and ten subjects for the grades above. For old clubs there i s a new se t of six
subjects; both Junior and Senior editions prepared by Mr. Roger Tory Peterson
on the Anna Hummingbird, Red-tai led Hawk, Chickadee, Cal i fornia Quail, Martin and
Poorwill .

For order blanks and ass is tance in organizing, c a l l upon Miss Helen P r a t t ,
Junior Representative for Cal i fornia , Arizona and New Mexico, 2451 Ridgeview,
Eagle Rock, Cal i fornia . Telephone: Albany 4723.

SOUTHWEST BIRD STUDY CLUB NOTICES

Echo Park Library
Johnson's Lake and Friendship Forum
Anaheim Landing
Dr» Lux - Clovor Leaf Canyon, Monrovia

President - Mrs. Alma W, Mason - CApitol 3441 - Secretary - Miss Evelyn
McDowell - CLeveland 65349

Cooper Club - annual meeting - March 22 and 23 - Special lec tures in Museum -
Exposition Park - Audubon members welcome.

' WITH APPRECIATION

Our sincere thanks to Mrs. Roy Sargeant for her i n t e r e s t i ng a r t i c l e on Gulls,
and to Mr.. Harold Michener for h i s ass is tance in securing the enclosed pagea
of color "banding i l l u s t r a t i o n s .

HAY3.Y0U NOTICED?

Our Treasurer, Mrs. 0. L» Wait, has been looking worried l a t e l y . Can i t
be tha t some of the members have forgotten to send in t h e i r duos? Don't forget -
Mrs. Wait 's address i s 8972 Dicks Street - West Hollywood - Telephone OXford 1990.

(Continued from p.23) EXECUTIVE BOARD VISITS INSECT SHOW AT LOS ANGELES MUSEUM
i s a case which shows the almost unbelievable way in which insec t s have adapted them-
t h e i r n a t u r a l 1 enemies i n g S ^ m i m l c i n £ t h e m s o a s t 0 ^ completely undetected "by

The exhibit wi l l remain a t the Museum u n t i l March 10th,
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PACIFIC GULL COMB-BANDING- PROJECT

In t h i s p r o j e c t , sponsored "by the Westeralird-Banding Assoniation to study gul l
migrat ion and l i f e h i s t o r y , 4000 young g u l l s of three species have 'been

color-banded a t the following nes t ing colonies:

1. N. C0R0NADO ISLAND
MEXICO

(off San .Diego, C a l i f . )

Western Gulls 2. MONO LAKE
CALIFORNIA

California Gulls

3 . THREE ARCH ISLANDS
OREGON

Western Gul l s 4 , GREAT SALT LAKE
UTAH

California Gulls

5 . HAYSTACK ROCK
OREGON

Western Gulls 6 . YELLOW ISLAND Glaucous-winged
HARO STRAITS, B.C. Gulls

? . MITTLENATCH ISLAND Glaucous-winged
GULF Of GEORGIA, B.C. Gul l s .

YS-Y

1938
and 1939

8. GULL ISLAND
HOP SOUP, B..C.,

Glaucous-winged

WATCH FOR THESE GULLS!

Note ca r e fu l l y the exact color combination, d a t e and p lace and r epor t to -

MRS. M. C. SARGENT, SCRIPPS INST,, LA JOLLA, CALIF.

I f a b i r d i s found dead, send the numbered aluminum Survey band to
the B io log ica l Survey, Washington, D.C.




