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EL PAISANO - THE STORY OF THE ROADRUNNER

(Gondensed from an article by Harold C. Bryant)

The roadrunner is a bird that caught the interest of the early Spaﬁfﬁ‘gw G
Californian who named it "Paisano" (the countryman).

The scientist, as well as the layman, has a real interest in the roadrunner.
This North American bird belongs in the cuckoo family. Though having relatives
in Borneo and Sumatra, it has but one close relative in the new world, the Mexican
roadrunner. One other true cuckgo, the California cuckoo, which frequents willow
thickets, is found in California.

The range of the roadrunner includes Colorado and Kansas on the east. Thisg
bird is more common in Texas and Arigona. The northern limit of its range in
falifornia is Shasta County. ZLargely restricted to the chaparral belé, it is found®
south into Lower California. When the roadrunner is running at full speed, the -
tail is lowered until it nearly touches the ground. Its strides are long and the =
bird appears to gllde along with sase. Acting as a rudder, the tail is jorked from
side to side with each turn and it is held ersct as a brake when the bird stopse.
Having gained the shelter of bushes, the bird stands with head erect and the tail
testering up and down nervously, ready again to outdistance its pursuers = Though :
reputed to be the speediest of birds on the run and capnblo of beating the fastest Rl
horse, yet support for this view is lacking. e

Negts are to be found as early as March and as late as July, but the bird is ‘A‘Vf~
considered one of the earlier nesters. A large bulky structure of sticks loosely
laid together is placed savorsl feot above the ground, usually in a mesquite or g
‘cactus. This habit of placing the nest above ground seems strange with a bird so
strictly terrestrial in habit. However, a niche in a rocky wall is a rarity.~ One "
peculiarity is to be found in the dry horse manure which almost: invariably constitutoes
a lining for the nest: A cast-off snake skin or some feathers are frequently found.
The eggs vary in number from three to nine. It takes about elghteon days for them
‘to hatch and both parents help in incubation. Nestling roadrunners seem to lack:
the charm of other small birds for they are described as "most hideous in asyect" » -
They have a coal-black skin and are ungainly in form. When disturbed they attempt =
to frighten the intruder by mairing a clicking noise with their bills. Nestling birds
are fed largely on lizards. W. L. Finley, describing experiences with a family of -
roadrunners in Arizona, tells of the parents sticking whiptailed lizards, head. down,:
into the open mouths of the young birds. TUnable to swallow the whole 11zzard, the -
hind legs and tail were left sticking out. At intervals the young birds would - take
another gulp and the lizard would disappear another half inch. After a sufficiently
“long period the end of the long tail would finally disappears e

A preponderance of evidence favors the bird: The destruction of such unquestion-
ed pests as grasshoppers, cutworms, caterpillars, and wireworms, and of such rodents
s mice is to be desired even if the amount of destruction is relatlvely smalles -
The taxlng of this sort of food on wild land is evidence that this bird when foed—
ing in cultivated fields is likely to bae distinctly beneficiale. The destruction
of a roadrumner can be justified only under exceptional circumstances, and certainly

the Wholesale destructlon of the species because of its supposed habit of destroying
; (Contlnued on Page 12) '
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AUDUBON SONGS

Let us 1ift our volces like birds
and sing. Mrs. Blsie Humphreys

has written the following verses
to express our joy on Field Days.

SOCIETY CHEER SONG

Hail! Hail ! Qur Picld Daybk here!
Come let us hie away!

And Greet the birds-We say,
Hail! Hail ! Los Angeles Audubon !
Come. and join us everyonel

(Tunc: Hail ! Hail ! The Gang's All
Hore) V

SOCIETY WELCOME SONG

Los Angeles Audubon,

Los Angeles Audubon,

Extends a glad welcome.. - o-
To friends who have come.

"Happy Birthday.")

RADIO

Tune in over K.E.H.E. on Saturday
from 12:15 to 12:30 for fine
program on "Birds."

(Tunes
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BIRDS CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL R

Thursdey; Decembor 2ndy at Plummer FPark, 7377 Santa Monics Blvds, 10 A. Me to 8 PuMs
Erom w@at,we hear, all the birds in Plummer Park arc preparing to entertain you.
Some of tho mombors are planning to help, and a fine program has been arranged. The

birds will be watching for you about 10:00 o'clocik.

appeal to you, please bring lunch as usual.

&s the birds menut would not

Mrs. Grace Brown, our hospitality

chairman, is in charge and you should see her eves sparkle ! We know she is planning

to serve you coffoe.

There is a large hall where we can picnic if it rains.

Saturday, December 4th, Mrs. E. E. Cobb will be in charge of a Bird Christmas Festival

Tor the children, from 11:00 A. M. to 2:00 P, Me, at Plummer Pari.
It should be a joyous timo in Birdland.

pienic lunch.

The Board meeting, December 9%h
North Highland Avenue, at 10 A,
telephone Mrs. Brown at Yoric 1

There will be no indoor meoting

Bird Festival on December 2ndy 1937,

Children bring
Adults cordially invited.

' Wi{l be held at the home of Mrs. Grace Brown, 327
Me o are to be her guests at luncheone
308 whethor or not you will be pregont,

Please

during the month of December, btut don't forget the
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INDOOR MEBTING -~ OCTOBER 15th, 198% .

Our speaker, Mr. George T. Peabody, came to us in spite of a severe illness
and held us spell-bound with his nature-lore, bringing home to everyone the - great
need Ffor conservation of all our natural rosources. His charming legends, %too,
will long be remembered. Mrs. Edwards responded to his guestion, "What do you think
is the purpose of naturc study?" in a convincing and delightful way. Mrs. William -
Harriot Myers answverod his question as to the "Achievements of Audubon'" which made .
us proud to know what had been accomplished and gave us renewed hope for the future.
More power to you, Mrs. Mycrs, and the Californis Audubon !

OCTOBHR PIELD DAY

The meeting was held at Woolland Parik, October 4th, a misty day, but out of the
mist we identified many familiar birds -~ asmong them, the American Bittern, Long-
tailed Chat, Cardinal, American Egret, Belted Kingfisher, Slender~billed Nuthatch,
Hutton Vireo, Western Robin, Alaska Hermit Thrush, Audubon Warbler, Townsend Warbler,
Tule Yellow-throat and flocks of our welcome winter visitors, the Cedar Waxwings.

We were so happy to have Mr, and Mrs. Michael with us and so proud to be. the
first to introduce them to Woodland Park and the Cardinal.

Aftor lunch, Mrs. Michael %old us about her trip this summer. Mrs. Humphreys
gave us some interesting facts about the Common Sulphur Butterfly. Mrs. Edwards -
talked about the stonecrop called Calk Lettuce which is so fond of the perpendicular
cliffs along the Ocean of Southern and Lower California. Mrse Morain described
some Elderberry's back in her "01ld Home Town," and various California varities.

| NEF_MIMBERS |
We are happy to extend a hearty welcome to the following new membersy . -

Mrs. Gertrude C. Marsh Mre. Alma W. Mason
Mrs. Mary B. Crawley

AUDUBON STATIONERY

Audubon stationery has been printed for our members with the Audubon Seal in
three colors. Twelve shoets and twelve envelopes for 254 Lovely for Christmas - :
letters.  Telephone or vrita to Mrs. Brown if you wish to orders YOrk 1308 ~ 327 Nos.
Highland Avenues BN : o

ADDITIONAL STATH BIRDS -

Supplementing the article on State Birds, in the November, 1937, issue - of THE WESTERN
TANAGER, Page 8, we wish to make the following correction:

"~ Kansas : ‘Western Meadowlark o . (Not Mockin bird)
ADDITIONS: _ ‘
South Dakota * Western Meadowlark Iowa . Eastern_Goldfinah,.‘
Vlrgmf:m @Robin % oy
"z ADVERT ISING SECTION N vz 7
§%§§§54£$
WO THINGS WILL ADD JOY TO YOUR LIFE ' ‘ k

BAUSCH & LOMB

* Mr. C. V. Duff, C.L.U. for-

Insurance Broker BIRD - STUDY

- Buite 730-Associated Realty

thout Bye
Bldg., 510 W. Sixth Ste Power & Definition withou ye

Los Angeles, California strain : L
Telephone: TRinity 1127 An Excellent Gift for Christmas!
THE A. LIETZ CO.
*Member of the Los Angelos Audubon 91% So. Grand Ave., Los Angeles, Oal

Society ' TRinity 8542 -
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(Continucd from Page - 9 -) |

the ] ’ i ente 1g to the interest of every citizen
d voung of quail is unwarranted. It is : _ .

?:éetg{éggtie :zo p;otoc% carefully this most curious and intoresting bird, the roade

FunReL. TEE SHARP-SHINNED HAWK MAKES A EILL

On Thursday, Novemher 4th, Mrs. Michael and I had the great pleasure of a bird

‘walk with enthusiastic meubors of the Los Angeles Audubon Society. The weather was
not propitious for birding, but the torritory over which We.wanderod surely was.
Turing the day we managed to 14iat 45 different species of birds.

iftor lunch, Mise Faddis became the loader of a second bird walke. Miss Fadis

dooca not believe in signse. Eaamma ?he.im.
veilgled her following into cllr.nbmg
barbed-wired fences and to go 1nto.
open fields to mingle with cattle,
Some of us were not just sure what
‘sort of a reception we would re=
ceive from the cattle,but Miss Faddis
has promised an American Bgrot and
far such a sight we wers -1willing. to

rTun the gauntlet. We did not seo

. the Bgrot, but 4id seo a great mixed

. flocik of Brewer and Red- winged

' Blackbirds come to the stream to
bYathe. In the flock there were a few
seattored Cowbirds, and feeding

elose by were a number of Killdeers. While we were examining the flock, picking out
a Cowbird here and thore, there came a great shout from the Crows that were perched
in the cottonwoods across the field. The XKilldeors leaped to wing and went wailing
away. The Blackbirds in a wild panic fairly exploded into the air. Through the
milling Blackbirds came a killer on his way, bent on bloody murder. He had spotted
his target,and "Bullet Hawk"that he was he sped to the kill. He plucked a bird from
- the air and mid an explosion of feathers he carried his vietim to the ground. A per-
§acbkill: and then off to a thicket of willowsgyd grape vines to enjoy a bloody
oast. :
o Some of the ladies wore shocked to see murdor committed before their very eyes.
To me it was a thrilling sight, for surely the Sharp-shinned Hauk has his place in
the scheme of things. Besides it may have been one of the Cowbirds that was taken
and this would be but poetic justicoe.

; The ladies would not have been shocked had they heeded the "Keep Out" sign. .
. More.poetic justice! . RS ' Charles W. Michael
(Bditor's Note: "Seeing Ourselves as Others See Us' might well be the title of the
above contribution!?) - S S T R - T
: . TO THE LOVING MEMORY OF MRS. LEON S. GRISWOLD
- Past President of the Los Angeles Audubon Society
We miss her -- the cozy home is silent ag we pass by; the birds, flitting about
_ amonst the flowers she so carefully tended, stop to bathe at tho fountain and to ln-
vestigate the feoding tray for tid-bits, but she is not thereo.

B Her many friends, members of the fudubon Society who came at her bidding to the
:al_ln lltthleI‘I‘a Madre Ga{lyon, will always remember those happy gatherings, the bird
alics, e squirrols racing through the branches of the liva oakes,and the bird houses

hanging therefrom, with worried parents peering at so many strnnge faces. ee f
I—Ie}* life has been enriched by her great love of nature. \;\ ' \<>\ \\'?
\% — *kk Core Bassott & ,’,\F
-~
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And now we wish to extend heartiest Holiday CGreetings, and to wish you al
a Joyous Christmas and a Prosperous New Year ! -

. .





