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"HAVE yOU HAD A

m

What strange or in teres t ing bird have you seen? Ws would like to have as
complete a l i s t as possible of our b i rds th is year and are asking the assistance of
our members. Will you keep a l i s t of the unusual birds or flocks of birds observed
in your garden or on t r i p s , and make a note of where they were seen and the date!
I t should prove of great assistance to others in locating the b i rds . If convenient,
turn the l i s t s in at the meetings to Mrs. Bldridge, or mail them to Mrs. 0. Harry
l ldr idge, 609 test 54th Street , Los Angeles*

Mr. and Mrs. Eldridge took a three-day t r i p during the Holidays and their
Christmas Tree covered three s t a tes . I t was decorated with l iving birds and lighted
with sunrises and sunsets - the Vermilion Flycatcher was i t s rarest ornament, a l -
though many others added the i r beauty such as the Crissal Thrasher north of Palm
Springs and the Leconte Thrasher, south of Palm Springs, the Vermilion Flycatcher
in the f i r s t c otto.ft f ield, south of Palm Springs, the Verdin, the Hfestern, Plumbeous
and Black-tai l Gnatcatchers, Cabanas and Cactus Woodpeckers, s»uth of Palm Springs.

In Imperial Valley were flocks of Phainopepla and thousands of Mourning Doves,
also the Pacific Horned Owl and Wood Duck, The Louisiana Heron and Slate-colored

.between San Diego and Mexico, were also seen, and nearer home, the white-
teed Glossy Ibis , Whitefiel,ifta.n, and -five Avocets a t Bolsa Chica, a California
jrre, and a fleck of over""a' hundred Mountain Plovers near Long Beach.
few *!\ -'3*1

Mrs. 0. M. Stultz

. L
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Ferruginous Rough*Le.g, known loca l ly as "Squirrel Hawk" i& white below - dusky above,
feathered to the toes - about as large as our valuable festera Redtail ( res iden t ) .
Seen mostly in open country, but not often on d e s e r t s , A most benef ic ia l bird. May
be seen from October to March*

Marsh Hawk, is about twenty inches from t i p of t a i l to end of b i l l , or a l i t t l e
smaller than the Redtai l , Slaty blue above and l i g h t underparta. Quote from Wyman:
"Long t a i l and snow-white rump are ce r t a in recognit ion marks, as i s also i t s habit of
sa i l i ng close over the ground while hunting*"

frrairje Falcon, i s another hawk of about the same size and may be seen in same loca-
tion, but the f l igh t is very d i f f e ren t . Sharp pointed wings and a rapid f lyer .
Watch other b i rds sca t t e r when t h i s k i l l e r appears.
(In our Audubon Library i s a valuable book of Hawks and Owls which members should
read.)
Band-Tailed Pigeon, i s a resident of the mountains, but cones to lower levels, when
the food supply ia scarce; feeds extensively on acorns in f a l l and winter in foot-
h i l l region. Do not confuse him with our ever increasing importation—the Chine®
Spotted Dove, which one finds in a l l parks and gardens. (Continued on Page - IS -)
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The Los Angeles Audubon Society holds two regular
meetings each month — the f i r s t Thursday being
Field Day, the third Thursday, a program meeting
held in the Sta ts Building at Exposition Park at
2 P. M.

The annual dues are $1.25; Life Membership flO.OO
and Patron $100.00.

BLACKBIRD MUSIC!
Do the b i rds compose music for
yout Mrs. Hamilton says the
flocks of b lackb i rds on the wires
look l i ke a musical score, and
she i s qui te sure tha t with a
proper instrument, she could pick
out the notes and play a really
'charming t une . Perhaps they
wr i t ing the music for our son
birds '

."AUD.UBO.N"
Miss Charlotte Hamilton presented
the Society with Constance Rouke's
book "Audubon", which i s ava i l* le
to a l l members through our
Librar ian, Miss Winchester*

LIES!
Mrs. James M. Brennan t h r i l l e d
the members present by becoming
a Life Member of the Los Angeles
Audubon Socie ty .

FIELD MEETING*Jan. 7. 19.37
FERN DELL — GRIFFITH PARK
The outstanding b i rds identified
were the Willow Woodpecker, West*
ern House Wren, Lutescejit War*
b ie r , Rufus Crowned Sparrow aid
the Anna Hummingbird in Nuptial
flight.
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Please be on tirae to meet with Mrs. Bldridge at 9500 A. M., on the breakwater
at San Fedro, This is an ideal time to, observe the Sea Birds, You may expect to
sea the California, Ring-billed, Short-billed, Herring, Glaucous-winged, Western,
and Bonaparte Gulla; Black Turnstones; Eared, Horned and life stern Grebes; the Red-
breasted Merganser and Lesser S<**up Ducks; Red-throated Loon, Brandt and Farallone
Cormorants and also many other birds. Lunch will be at Point Firmin Park.

T?n! M e e t i n g " f f l11 b e h e l d at 10:00 A. M,, February 11th, 1937, a t
West Sixth S t ree t .

t. I " d ° o r , , M e < | t i n g a t 2;00 P. M., February 18th, State Building, Exposition Park, Dr.
Frank F. Ganders,. Superintendent of Nature Study in the San Diego County Schools aid
connected with the San Diego Museum of Natural History w i l l be the speaker. His
subject w i l l be "Growing Up With The Bi rds . " Let us share t h i s fine program
with our f r i ends , They are always welcome i
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American Pip i t , la a winter v i s i t o r to open country in large flocks, yet may be
seen singly at the beaches. • "Their del iberate walk, gentle ' jerking1 of t a i l ,
and 'cheep' as they fly, Bhowing the white outer t a i l - f ea the r s , are quite d is -
t inct ive ".(Wurman) The general color i s brown, l igh t underneath, breast streaked,
moves i t s t a i l up and down constantly*

Oedar Waxwings - "A compact flock of medium-sized b i rds fly overhead showing light
underparts and perch close together in the upper branches of some tree".(Hoffman)
Their c res t s are always v i s ib l e . The plumage i s sleek as i f they had just cone
from a Beauty Parlor. They feed on pepper and camphor berr ies , Toyon or Christmas
berr ies , and are very fond of cotineastera. Don't begrudge them, plant a few
more next year. The red wax-like t ips of the f l ight feathers of the wings and
yellow band at end of t a i l are only v is ib le at close range.

Mrs. Ruth Jiorbes Sherry, Poetess of -national reputation, gave an enjoyable
program at the January Indoor Meeting of the l<os Angeles Audubon Society. Her
comprehensive explanation of modem poetry, i t s .meaning and place in l i t e ra ture
of today, stimulated the In teres t greatly for the readings which followed.

Mrs. E. E. Cobb read, in a very pleasing manner, an a r t i c l e written by
Audubon about one of hiB harrowing experiences while trekking through what was
then a wild part of the country,

Mrs. Sherry gave works of l t c a l poets, and some of her own, which were
delightful ly read and were enthusias t ical ly received,

Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon, who was instrumental in securing Mrs. Sherry, ex-,
pressed the hope, and i t was hear t i ly agreed, tha t some such program should
be planned once a year.

Favorite poems about birds were read by some of the members.
Mlsa Hamilton, contributed a del ightful b i t of comedy*

Our President,

Mrs. Elizabeth Holt, a guest, read one of her own poems, which we take
pleasure in print ing!

ROBIN RED BREAST

Resting on a snowy carpet
On the corner of a shed;
Is the sweetest l i t t l e robin
With i t ' s chubby breast so red !

Hover 'round ray t iny cottage,
I wi l l look for thee again;
Maybe, thou wilt venture nearer
Glose up to my window-pane f

dome again dear l i t t l e robin
tor I love to have thee near,
Dainty, graceful,English birdie,
I 've not seen full many a year.

Thy red breast against the snow,
Is a picture gay to see.
Gome again, dear l i t t l e robin;
Dome again, and sing for met

*•**

Mrs. Raymond Brennan will be out of the City most of the year and we regretfully
ftewspt her resignation aa First Vice-President. Ite are very fortunate to securfe our
farmer President, Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon, to serve in her place.
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yp YOU KNOtt »
That the Huraaingblrd is one of the fastest birds and can fly f i f ty miles

per hour. The largest known species, the Patagona gigas i s eight and one half in-
ches long. The smallest one, the Oalypte helenoe, a native of Cuba and i s two and
one quarter inches long*

That the Golden Plover, a bird about the size of a Robin, i s known to
fly, non-stop, the two thousand miles between Nova Scotia and South America over
& landless route*

" ' f
""""• That the champitn distance traveler known to ornithologists is the

Awtic Ttern, which nests in cold regions near the North Pole, then f l i e s across
the 'man t l e to lurepe and on down to the antarctic beyond 8outh Africa, an eleven

mile tr ip, twice a year.

That a Thrush sees a worm writhing in grass one hundred yards off. A
Sparrow, fifty yards away, sees a dropped crumb or pea and immediately darts to i t .
The 8walloi»i skimming along forty miles an. ho'JSri §arks down gnats a hundred yards
ahead. A Hawk poised three hundred feet above a Wangled brale detectsTa mouse
through heavy growth. Eagles and Vultures possess super telescopic sight and their
vision is even keener. ^••-«-

Bditor's Note? The following article should quicken our in teres t for the
treat in store for us on Field Day.

Hovember 14th, was a beautiful, baloy day, fragrant with the sea air , a blue
aky and a bluer ocean, with a few soft,white cloud3 to lend enchantment* On the
breakwater was a myriad of birds, chiefly, the Western (Jull in a l l his phases.
There were also the California, Ringbill, Heeraann, Short-bill,Herring and Glaucous,
Winged Hulls, the California Brown Pelican, the Brandt and Farallone Cormorants.
On the rocks beneath us the Surf-birds were in company with the Black Turnstones.
A l i t t l e company of s i i Surf-birds obligingly took res t to be observed at our
leisure; about ten Turnstones and as many Surf-birds were counted. As we dangled
our feet from the end of the Breakwater, a Foster Tern and a Royal Tern flew by,
and a white headed grandfather of a Pelican ari-led by time and again. We sat there
watching the sail boats leave the Harbor, like more white birds taking f l ight fbr
Otttalina. By some magic known to the atmosphere, the Island came closer and closer.
At our feet the tide dropped lower and lower, until whole pastures of green sea-
weed were exposed, upon which many small crabs were grazing, really nipping the
aeaaft&d with, first one giant claw, and,the other and putting i t in thei r mouths. The
Starfish were revealed in orange" a'rigTpurple and plt& shades, and a f ield Q£ pujple
sea anemones, like purple asters-.- -..^

No wonder we lingered un t i l our ocean ^e lg^den and red with the sunset and
old Baldy'a white crown was touched with ftStfT "i t was warm and very s t i l l , with
not even the ghost of a breeze;-.. A few Sanderlinga paraded on the beach, clinging,
as we did, to the last light of \ perfect day^ y M , 0 . II. S tul tz

X " *> .,-.-—,.




