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With the deafening tumult and the spectacular ceremonies which attended the
‘arrival of the Normandie on her maiden voyage to New York in June, one would scarce-
‘1lvy be aware of a few little pigeons alighting on the roof of the New York HEvening
Journal bullding, overlooking EFast River. But, by means of the tiny packages that
“gach carried, the Journal was able to print the first shipboard pictures of the

approach of the great French liner.

; The use of carrier pigeons in the Orient ls very ancient and was brought to

the attention of Rurope at the time of the First Crusade, when the Saraccnsg were

“found to have the birds in regular use for the conveyance of information. Arabic

‘writers attribute to the perfection of a system of pigeon posts elaborated by the

'Mohammedan SEN sovereipgn Nureddin a large part of his success in welding
together the scattered parts ot his broad Hupire. ,

+ Although the use of pigeons continued from this time,

it was not until the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 that they
were agaln of conspicuous public service., During the

//"N\ siege of Pnris constant cormunication between that city
Y ) and the outside world was obtained by this means, wnicro-
~ photographs of military dlspatches, private letters, and
waéxffwwn//5“f even nawspapors, being printed upon £ilms of cullodion and
- 5’;:?£L/> e corried by the birds--as much as 30,000 words in some in-
P &( stances. Thess were then enlarged by photography and nade ,
: <:,~_M¢ww,\}£§$wmmmwy legible. Later the German, French, and other Buropean .
e et ooy o e governments established regular plgeon corps. in the =

b intellipgenco departments of their arﬂies and nav1es,;.“ S
“and thousands of birds were trailned. g
) Extensive experiments were made by the French in the employment of pxgeons at L
~sea. It was found that they bore voyages well, and that they would fly from a diga
“bance of more than 300 miles to shore stations with great accuracy, though they

~could not be depended upon to go from ship to ship.

. In 1897 many trials were made in the United States navy, especially by

CAdmiral Sicard, and considerable success was attained. A news service was attempted

by certain nowspapers in cooperation with some of the Atlantic steamship companleu,

Jbut it was not long maintained, .

The £light of one of those blrds is steady, direct and rapid, but the speed

‘has been exaggerated and is now known to be on the average only about 30 miles an

hour. As soon as the bird is released it begins a spiral flight upward, which it
‘continues to a sufficient height to enable it, by searching the horizon, to catch.

sight of some landmark with which it has previously been made familiar, Its memory

in this respect is marvelous, The pigeon then dirccts its course straight towards

lthat point, where it will sight anothor landmark and so proceed from known place

1o place until it reaches home.
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‘ The Los Angeles Audubon Tociety has regu-
lar meetings on the first and %hird Thursday of
each month--the first being a fleld trip, and
~the next a program meeting which 1is held in the
State Building at Zxposition: Park at two o ‘elock
in the afternoon.

Dues for annual membership in the Society .
are $1.25 per year, with life membership $10,
and Patron $100. :

If you are interested in studylnb and pro-
oo tecting your feathered frlends, won't you
‘_-1dent1£y yourseli w1th us?
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~ 'This month we should like to
bring to your attention a book
that just came off the press in
May of this year. It is entitleq
"California Cactus." The author
is Z. M. Baxter, president of the
Cactus and Succulent Society of
America.

We quote from the Introduc-
tion to the book, in which Mr.
Baxter says: "Rather than a
compilation of names and descrip-
tions from other sources I have
tried to put these things into
the book:

"1l. Something new. Some observ-
ations and discoveries that differ
from the accepted classifigations,
but that are borne out by facts.

"2, Something intercsting.
Science isn't necessarily as dry
as the deserts from vhere most
of these planis come.

"8, Everything accurate. Field.
trips to the natural habitat of
almost every plant described have
been madc. An effort to include
gvery cactus in the state has, I
believe, been sucressfully carriea
out."

If you would like to have a
list and pictuire of avery cactus
native to California, and to know
the story C\ﬂLﬁ1ﬂ»ﬂb gach, you
will Tind 4n'e book intensely in-
terestiap. Vou may secure it at
the public lihraicry- -unless you
would like to have your own copy
for your own library. The price
is $2.50. |
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ing the cardinals, warbers, 1
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in the old Woodland Park in
Whittier. Here is how you 17 18 19 20Q2L) 2
get there. Tollow Whittier 24 35 26 27 28 2

10 11 12 13(70) 1

5
2
9

(Bloomer Bros)--Durfee at
S| Lexington. Since Woodland
21 Park has been closed, we are
9| being allowed to enter only
16| by special permit. There-
23} fore, it is important that
301 we all meet at the Riding

Blvd. from Los Angeles until you come to
the little town of Pico, near Whittisr.
Continue on Whittier Blvd, +o Durfes Ave.
There you will see o sign marked "Audu-
bon." Follow the sign, going north on
Durfee Avenue, past a second sign, until
you reach the third sign, which points

(BOARD MZITING. ¥RS. FARGO'S HOME.

Academy at nine o'clock so that our field
chalrman, Mrs. ZFldridge, can guide us into
the park.
streetcar, pleass call Mrs. Veatch for
transportation arrangements.

November 21.
Bldg., Zxposition Park, 2 p.m.
and movies on the life historyrof the
NOV.14)Prairie Falcon.

If you are coming by bus or

PROGRAM MZITING. State
Lecture

By Mr. Wright M. Pierce.
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LOOKING BACK OVER MY SUMiIR TRIP
by Mrs. Robart Fargo

While I was away last summer, one of my most delightful visits was at W11ton
Junetion, Wisconsin, with my old tinme friends, Professor and Mrs., West.

Milton Junction is ~ snnll villago, and, to me, like a suwamer resort set down
~on the wide pralries between the beautiful lakes for which that section is noted.

One dny we motored to Lake KasLlounong, which is the largest of the lakes, and
Professor West took us Iar out on the loko in a row bont.  We snw Terns flying low
over the water, nnd Gulls--probably the Herring...in the air. But there were not
many birds.

Not a day pnssed that I was not tﬂkwn for o ride over this rolling dairy
country with its acres of “Ycorn-in-the-tassel.” its broad weadows with their stacks
of new-mown hny, and its rich pastures thickly dotted with cows.

One morning, on turning a corner, we heard » loud "whir" above us, and, looking
up, we saw a flock of black hirds in the air. Before they had time to alight anothor
-swara arose. We were quite thrilled and slowed our pree as we followed that tele-
Fraoh wire which, for wmure than aaaile, was crovwded with the LLTQS. There were
“thousands of them, and they rose, circled, and returncd %o the wire, one group fol-
lowing another when we dlslurbed them by passing. The birds were smaller than our

‘biackbirds and were white underneath. I had never szen them bofore, so on returning
~home I looked them up in "Bird Companions,™ by Angelia Kunilein Main, vho is an
cauthority in Jisconsin. I found them to be the "White-bollied or Tree Swallows.
Underparts pure white. Upper parts burnished steel-blue. 5 4o 6 inches. They are
the only swallows to winter in the United States. In Wisconsin they are common
sumner residents, and our first swallows to arrive, often being here by the first
week in April and remaining until laoteé in October.”

ATTINTION, HOLLYWOOD
Condensed from "Under the Apple-Trees" by John Burroughs

The breeding ianstinet has developed among the birds. especially among the
ground-builders, some of the wmost surprising traits or practices to be found in-all

“oanimate nature. These are the tricks and the make. believe to which birds will re-

‘J‘uOPt in order to decoy one awry from thelr nests or their young~-f¢1gn1ng 1aneness,

. paralysis, suffocaticn, anything to £ix the attontion of the" intruder upon the

o rother and Ilure him away Lrom hor preclous eggs or young. \hen faced with danger = =
4o her offspring, the bird will suddenly become n finished actress, playing a role,
..-# she mrobably never played befere. Her behavior will look like the outcoue of a
“sudden proecss of reasoning. "This creature," it seems ‘to say, 'wants my- brood,
“but I will make him want me, and forget the brood. To do so, I have only to- throw
myself in his way and offer him an easy victim. By my feigned dlsablpment I can

. draw him on and on, while my young hide, or the clue to my nest is lost.

A woodcock, started at her nest, flew a Few yards, at a height of ten fest
or mors, and then suddenly doubled up and fell fluttering to the ground, precisely
a8 if she had heen shot., It is highly probable that it was the flrst tlme she
ever did the trick, but she did it to perfection.

FROM COVINA

Audubonite Estelle Strasburg of Covina writes that during the year she has
more than twenty varieties of wild birds around her home. A pair of mockers (She
‘thinks it is the same pair) nest in her backyard each year. A crock of fresh
water every day and a well-laden dining table make them very tame and seemingly

happy .



SPRING
by Mabel Fossler

f(Editorial Note. As we sit in our study preparing the copy fcr.this month's Western
‘Tanager +he cold north wind goes whistling‘through the surrounding trees, bangs the
windows and doors, and, with a blast that almost lifts the rooftop, tells us that
winter is nearly herc. So it was with considerable longing that we rcad this poem
contributed by onc of our Audubon friends.)

Valleys, hills and canyons can be scen Spring, thus brooding on all space and
Being covered with o mist-like sheen. tine, . . N
Acacia trees scem dipped in molten gold, Pregnates each thing with hope divine,
And every growing pine tree, Nature's New mabitions, wishes long suppressed
esndlos hold. Cauge true excitement in one's beating
Joyously, at every morning's birth breast. o
The birds would split their throats in Exquisite ecstasy, the scent of Spring
mirth. Make words fly up like birds upon the
Oh such melodies, as from them start Wwing. ‘
Make faster beat the pulse rate of one's We dream new thoughts, forgetting what
oo hemrd. ' is past .
~8ueh air! It kindles love's warm fires And at the feet of Spring, all our
Into a flame of hopes and young desires, fortune cast.

Just as the Sun draws such wonders from the sod,
S0 we contribute to the great mosaic--God!

QUR MASCOTS
by Mrs. James M. Brennan

In a 4000-mile trip through the National Parks of Oalifornia, Oregon and Wash-
ington, and down the coast, with 25 different camps, we felt we had our mascot,
usually a bird, at each camp.

At Frazier Park it was the California Blue Jay, the robber of the specieg--of

-whom Dr. Dawson says: "The California Jay is the chief biological controlling factor
of bird life in California, and alone destroys 100,000,000 birds' eggs.”" To offset
~this annual loss other birds have to nest two or three times in a secason. The Jay
also destroys nuts, grains, etc., for farmers. This damage is offset by the good he

does in destroying harmful insects.

At Sequois National Park we had the White-headed Woodpecker, whe diligently
searched up, down and around the great pine trees, and did his best, with the aid of
the Sierra Crecper, to keep the tree clean. :

- At General Grant our great Douglas Fir did "wear a nest of robins in her hair,%
and for.four days daddy and mamma robin fed werms to the four babies, not allowing
- the ubiguitous Stellar Jay, the Western Tanager, or any other bird around. We were
sorry to leave them beforse the babies left the nest.

At Yosemite the Stellar Jay occupied the camp, and ate our nuts and toast time
and again. We watched him bore a hole in the soft ground by a movement of his head
from side to side, drop the food particles in the drilled hole, then cover it by

placing sticks and leaves over it, making no apparent effort to mark

the spot in any way. But we marked the spot, and, in an hour, he
dropped down to the exawt place, removed the leaves and covering,
and had his feed. He did many other things in which it would
seen there was thought.

At Crater Lake the little NMutarackers were always with us,

‘ “TSQQQprd very much like the Jays are they. , ‘
\F\: Around Mt. Olympus seemed all flowers, although the Water

i

2 §§§\Ouzel at Lake Crescent bowed and dipped so gracefully to us.
e N So all the way home I could specialize, but will leave you
to guess. I will only say that 125 land birds were seen, and
a great number of different water birds on 2000 miles of coast.
400 species of flowers were identified, besides many trees, shrubs, butterflies, etc.
Throe months with nature in an adorable tent for a home! Try it!!





