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With the deafening tumult and the spectacular ceremonies which attended the
a r r i v a l of the Normandie on her maiden voyage to New York in June, one would scarce-
ly be aware of a few l i t t l e pigeons a l igh t ing on the roof of the New York Evening
Journal building;, overlooking East River. But, by means of the t iny packages that
each carr ied, the Journal was able to p r i n t the f i r s t shipboard p ic tures of the
approach of the groat French l i n e r .
; The use of ca r r i e r pigeons in the Orient i s very ancient and was brought to
•the a t t en t ion of Europe a t the time of the F i r s t Crusade, when the Saracens were
found to have the b i rds in regular use for the conveyance of information. Arabic

w r i t e r s a t t r i b u t e to the perfect ion of a system of pigeon posts elaborated by the
'.'Mohammedan ^.rv sovereign Nureddin a large p a r t of h i s success in welding-

together the sca t t e red pa r t s of h is broad Umpire.
> Although the use of pigeons continued from t h i s time,

i t was not u n t i l the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 tha t they
were again of conspicuous publ ic s e rv i ce . During the

siege of Par i s constant communication between tha t •city. :•
and the outside world was obtained by t h i s means, micro-

photographs of m i l i t a r y d i spa tches , p r iva te l e t t e r s , and
even newspapers, being pr in ted upon films of collodion and

carried by the birds—as much as 30,000 words in some in- • ,
s t ances . These were then enlarged by photography and made

l e g i b l e . Later the German, French, and other SJuropsan ':
governments es tab l i shed r egu la r pigeon corps in the', • • ]

•;. intelligence? departments of t h e i r armies and navies:* ;..:'
••and thousands of b i rds were t r a i n e d . .:'.'\:A '̂V;
•:.. Extensive experiments were aado by the French in the employment of pigeons at. ;:,:
•sea. It was found tha t they bore voyages well, and t h a t they would fly fron a. d i s - ,;
tance of more than 300 miles to shore s t a t i o n s with great accuracy, though they

;could not be depended upon to go from ship to ship . . : ,
,; In 1897 many t r i a l s were made in the United S ta tes navy, espec ia l ly by
•Admiral Sicard, and considerable success was a t t a ined . A news service was attempted,
by cer ta in newspapers in cooperation with some of the At lan t ic steamship companies,:

..but i t was not long maintained.
The f l i g h t of one of these b i rds i s steady, d i r ec t and rapid , but the speed

has been exaggerated and i s now known to be on the average only about 30 miles an
hour. As soon as the bird is re leased i t begins a s p i r a l f l i g h t upward, which i t
continues to a suff ic ient height to enable i t , by searching the horizon, to catch.
sight of some landmark with which i t has previously been made famil iar . I t s memory
in th i s respect i s marvelous, The pigeon then d i r e c t s i t s course s t r a i g h t towards
•that point , where i t w i l l s ight another landmark and so proceed from known place
to place u n t i l i t reaches home.
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The Los Angeles Audubon Society has regu-
l a r meetings on the f i r s t and third Thursday of
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the next a program meeting which is held in the
State Building at Exposit ion Park at, two o'clock
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are $1.25 per year, with l i f e membership |1O,
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If .you are in teres ted in studying and pro-
tect ing your feathered fr iends, won't you
identify.-yourself with us? ...... , , . , . , .

BIBLIOGRAPHY

This month we should l ike to
bring to your a t ten t ion a book
that just came off the press in
May of th i s year. I t i s ent i t led
"California Cactus." The author
is E. M. Baxter, president of the
Cactus and Succulent Society of
America.

We quote from the Introduc-
tion to the book, in which Mr.
Baxter says: "Rather than a
compilation of names and descrip-
tions from other sources I have
tr ied to put these things into
the book:

" 1 . Something now. Some observ-
ations and discoveries that differ
from the accepted c lass i f ica t ions ,
but that are borne out by facts .

"2. Something in te res t ing .
Science i s n ' t necessari ly as dry
as the deserts from where most
of these plants come.

"3. Everything accurate. Field,
t r ips to the na tura l habitat of
almost every plant described have
been mado. An effor t to include
every cactus in the s ta te has, I
believe, been successfully carried
out."

If you would l ike to have a
l i s t and picture ox every cactus
native to California, and to know
the story Cv'.nccrning each, you
will find tinii.- book intensely in-
teres t ing , 7c u may secure i t at
the public, l ib rary- -unless you
would l ike to havu your own copy
for your own l ib ra ry . The price
is |2 .S0.

November 7 - .
FIELD TRIP. Special :

feature of the d̂ jy - - s e e -
ing the cardinals', warblers,
and other birds which abound
in the old Woodland Park in
ISIhittier. Here i s how you
get there . Follow Whittier
Blvd. from Los Angeles u n t i l you come to
the l i t t l e towri of Pico, near Whittisr.
Continue on Whittier Blvd, to Durfee Avo.
There you wi l l see a sign marked "Audu-
bon. lf Follow the sign, going north on
Durfee Avenue, past a second sign, u n t i l
you reach the th i rd sign, which points

NOVEMBER
. S • M T W T h

3 ^ .5 6 ( £
10 11 12 13(33)
17 18 19 20 d l )
24 25 26 27 28

to the Woodland Park Stables
(Bloomer Bros)--Durfee at
Lexington. Since Woodland
Park has been closed, we are
being allowed to enter only
by special permit. There-
fore, i t is important tha t
we a l l meet a t the Riding

Academy at nine o'clock so that our field
chairman, Mrs. Eldridge, can guide us into
the park. If you are coming by bus or
s t reetcar , please ca l l Mrs. Veatch for
transportation arrangements.

November 21. PROGRAM MEETING. State
Bldg., Exposition Park, 2 p.m. Lecture

F S
1 2

.8 9
15 16
22 23
29 30

and movies on the l i f e historynof the
(BOARD MEETING. MRS. FARGO'S HOME. HOV.14)Prairie Falcon. By Mr. Wright M. Pierce.
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LOOKING BACK 0V3R MY SUM.5HR TRIP
by M r s . Rober t Fargo • • ' " • • '

While I v/as away l a s t summer, cms of ray most del ight ful v i s i t s was at Milton
Junction, Wisconsin, with ny old tii.ie friends, Professor and Mrs. West.

Milton Junction is a rciall v i l lage, and, to mo, l ike a summer resort set down
on the wide p ra i r i e s between the beautiful lakes for which that section is noted.

One day wo motored to Lake KasLkononf;;, which is the larges t of the lakes, and
Professor West took us far out on the lako in a row.-to a t . Ife saw Terns flying low
over the 'water, and Gulls--probably the Herring--in the a i r . But there we're not
many birds.

Not a day passed that I was not taken for a ride over th i s ro l l ing dairy
country with i t s acres j f "corn-in-»the-tassel, " i t s broad meadows with t h e i r stacks
of new-mown hay, and i t s rich pastures thickly dotted with JCWB.

One morning) on tuminc a corner, we heard a loud \vhir" above us, and, looking
up, we saw a flock of black birds in the a i r . Before thoy had time to a l ight another

• swara arose. We were quite thr i l led and slowed our pace as we followed that t e l e -
graph wire which, for uiora thavi a u i l o ; was crowded'with the b i rds . There were
thousands of.them, and they rose, circled, and returned to the wire, one group fol-
lowing another when we disturbed thorn by passing, Tfe birds were smaller than our
blackbirds and wore white underneath. I had never saen thorn bo fore, so on returning
home I looked thorn up in "Bird Companions,11 by Angolia Kualein Main, who is an
authority in Wisconsin. I found them to be the "VUhito-bellied or Tree Swallows.
Underparts pure white. Upper par t s burnished stoel-blue. 5 to 6 inches. They are-
the only swallows to winter in the United S ta tes . In Wisconsin they are common
summer residents , and our f i ra t swallows to ar r ive , often being here by the f i r s t

:week.in April and remaining u n t i l l a t e in October."

ATTENTION, HOLLYWOOD
Condensed from "Under t he Apple-Trees" by John Burroughs

The b reed ing i n s t i n c t has developed among the b i r d s , e s p e c i a l l y among the
.'ground-builders, some of the most su rpr i s ing t r a i t s or p r a c t i c e s to be found in a l l
animate na ture . These are the bricks and the moke..believe to which b i rds w i l l re -
sor t in order to decoy one awy from t h e i r nests or t h e i r young~-feigning lameness,
para lys i s , suffocat ion, anything to fix the a t t on t ion of the in t ruder upon the
mother and lu re him away from hor'•precious Rggs or young. When faced with danger
to her offspring, the bird wi l l suddenly become a f in ished a c t r e s s , playing a role

: she probably never played before. Her behavior w i l l look l ike the outcome of a
sudden promoss of reasoning. "This c r e a t u r e , " i t seens to say, "wants ray brood, .
but I wi l l make him want me, and forget the brood. To do so, I have only to throw
ray sel f in h i s way and offer him an easy v ic t im. By my feigned disablement I can
draw him on and on, while my young hide, or the clue to my nest i s l o s t . "

A woodcock, s ta r ted a t her nes t , flew a few yards, a t a height of t en feet
or more, and then suddenly doubled up and f e l l f l u t t e r i n g to the ground, prec ise ly
as i f she had been shot. I t is highly probable tha t i t was the f i r s t time she :

ever did the t r i c k , but she did i t to per fec t ion . : ,

FROM CGVINA

Audubonite Es te l le Strasburg of Covina wri tes t ha t during the year she has
more than twenty v a r i e t i e s of wild bi rds around her home. A p a i r of mockers (She
thinks i t i s the same pa i r ) nest in her backyard each year . A crock of fresh
water every day and a well-laden dining t ab l e make them very tame and seemingly
happy.



: : :. SPRING
by Mabol Fosslor

(Editorial Note. As WG s i t in our study preparing the copy for th i s month's Western
Tanager the cold north wind goes whistling through the surrounding t rees , bangs the
windows and doors, mid, with a blast that almost l i l t s the rooftop, t e l l s us that
winter i s nearly hero. So i t was with considerable longing that we read t h i s poea
contributed by ouo of our Audubon friends.,)

Valleys, h i l l s and canyons can be seen
Being covered with a mist-l ike sheon.
Acacia trees seem dipped in molten gold,
And every growing pine t ree , No.ture's

candles hold. *
Joyously, at every morning's b i r th
The birds would sp l i t the i r throats in

mirth.
Oh such melodies, as from them s tar t
Make faster beat the pulse rate of one's

heart .
Such air.1 I t kindles love's warn f ires
Into a flaae of hopes and young desires,

' J th S d

Spring, thus brooding on a l l space and
time,

Pregnates each thing with hope divine,
New ambitions, wishes long suppressed
Cause true excitement in one's beating

breast.
Exquisite ecstasy, the scent of Spring
Make words fly up l ike birds upon the

wing.
We dream new thoughts, forgetting what

is past
And at the feet of Spring, a l l our

and yong d fortune cast.
Just as the Sun draws such wonders from the sod,
So we contribute to the great mosaic—God.1

OUR MASCOTS
by Mrs. James M. Brennan

In a 4000-mile t r i p through the National Parks of Ca l i fo rn ia , Oregon and Wash-
ington, and dov/n the coas t , wi th 25 d i f f e r e n t camps, we f e l t we had our mascot,
usua l ly a b i r d , at each camp.

At F r a z i e r Park i t was the Ca l i fo rn ia Blue Jay, the robber of the s p e c i e s - - o f
whom Dr. Dawson says : "The C a l i f o r n i a Jay i s the chief b i o l o g i c a l c o n t r o l l i n g factor
of b i rd l i f e in Ca l i fo rn ia , and alone des t roys 100,000,000 b i r d s ' eggs . " To of fse t
t h i s annual l o s s o ther b i r d s have to nest two or t h r e e times in a season. The Jay
a l so des t roys nu ts , g ra ins , e t c . , for farmers . This damage i s o f f se t by the good he
does in des t roying harmful i n s e c t s .

At Sequoia Nat ional Park we had the White -headed Woodpecker, who d i l i g e n t l y
searched up, down and around t h e grea t pine t r e e s , and did h i s b e s t , with the aid of
the S i e r r a Creeper, to. keep the t r e e c lean .

At General Grant our great Douglas F i r d id "wear a nes t of rob ins in her ha i r , ' 1

and for . four days daddy and maraina robin fed worms, to. the, four bab ies , not. allowing,
the ubiqui tous S t e l l a r Jay, .the Western Tanager, or any o ther b i r d around. We were
sorry to leave them before the bab ies l e f t the nes t .

At Yosemite the S t e l l a r Jay occupied the camp, and a te our nuts and t o a s t tisie
and again . .We watched him bore a hole in the soft ground by a movement of h i s head
from side to side, drop the food par t ic les in the dr i l led hole, then cover i t by

placing st icks and leaves over i t , making no apparent effort to mark
the spot in any way. But we marked the spot, and, in an hour, he

dropped down to the exa<ct place, removed the leaves and covering,
and had his feed. He did many other things in which i t would
seem there was thought.

At Crater Lake the l i t t l e Nutcrackers were always with us,
very much like the Jays are they.

Around Mt. Olympus seemed a l l flowers, although the Water
\ Ouze :L a-fc L a k e Orescent bowed and dipped so gracefully to us.

^ So a l l the way home I could specialize, but wi l l leave you
to guess. I will only say that 125 land birds were seen, and
a great number of different water birds on 2000 miles of coast.

400 species of flowers were ident if ied, besides many t rees , shrubs, bu t t e r f l i e s , e t c .
Throe months with nature in an adorable tent for a home.1 Try it.'.1




