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;- THE CALIFORNIA POPPY o
‘From "The State Flower" By Prentiss Maslin

In 1815 Otto Von Kotzebue sailed in the good ship. "Rurick"
on a voyage of discovery and exploration around the world, under
the patronage of Count Romanzoff of Russia. This was a sclenti-
fic expedition, and carried with it Louis Charles Adelaide de
Chamisso as naturali¥st and Johann Frederick Eschscholtz as sur-
geons The voyage lasted three years, and de Chamisso was the
first naturalist to plcture apd describe the Golden Poppy of
Californin; and, in honor of his friend; he gave it the name of
Faschscholtzia, and Califormia fer its birthplace.

The California Poppy has anything but an agreeable perfume,
but its wonderful coloring,: and its incomparable, -satin-like
sheen, have been the wonder, delight and adniratidn of all lover:
of nature. Growing throughout the length and breadth of the State, and hardly else~
where, it is peculiarly typical of California, and, in 1903, *under- an- act of the
Legislature, it was made the Staté Floweri ™ =i .. - ... " ;- = 7 :

The California Poppy is a brazen,’ garish :flower.. It shuns the ‘woodland, and,
unsheltered, fairly revels in the waim ‘surilight. It possesses none '6Ff the modesty
of the violet, the sweetness of ‘the lily, Hor the;b@auﬁy:oiithe-rdSe, but, stand-
ing alone and unique, it compels bnkjg&ﬁif&tion:baqmu§@?6£”its wonderful coloring
and gheen, which refusé to be transferred’ by the: limner's art te board or canvas.

The most authentic Llogend connetted with this flower purports to'be told in a
verse or chant of the Indians of seUthern Culifornin of the time whed there was a
great drought and vegotation died, 'dnd pestilence and famine cdme wpon the lend, =~
and intense cold oxisted, until all the"indians.perished seve two, Manopa (man) and =
“his young squaw Mahala (wopan). | In dire distress they left the land of their fore- j :
fathers and journeyed south in s@nrph“ﬁf*&émiairwromtﬁheif_ngj&tuﬁibn,"offaring‘up-“ ‘
each night and morn, their devout prayers to the Grest Spirit of the Red Man. These . -
prayers were heard, and the Great Spirit sent the "pire Flower™ 4o ‘drive away the '
evil spirit of the cold and frost, and to £i11 the land with warmth. and plenty. ’

I this legend is suthentic, tho California Poppy is doubly typical of the
great State of California, with it8 perpetual sunshine and its glorious climate,
and "where the poorest live in -abundance." Lo ' R

.

WILD FLOWERS DELAY TRAFFIC

Reports are coming in daily of the gorgeous displays of wild flowers near
Bakersfield, Lebec and Arvin. R s

Prosident Salmon reports having seen BEvaning Snow) Bvening Pﬁimrqses, ngyn
Blue-Kyes, Bird's Byes, Owl's Clover, California Poppies, four kinds gi Lupine,
Coreopsis, Malacothrix, Joshua Trees (in bloom), Chinsse Houses, Brodiaea, Cream~ .
cups, Sun-cups, Thistle Sage, Fiddls Necks, Pppcgrn Flowers and Forget-me-nots, : !
The finest, she says, are to be found at Arvini~" S

Appreciation by the wdtoring public of the magnificent wild flower display
has becn so great that a certaln Sacramento attorney and former qssemblyman
reports having been delayed two hours by the traffic congestion.
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If you are interested in studying and pro-

tocting your feathered friends, won‘t you ident-

ify yourself with us?

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The following answors have’
baen sent in to questions asked
in lest month's issug of THE WEST.
BRAN TANAGER:

A. Wabster givaes "™itmice® ag
the plural of "titmouse."

A. The Arctic Tern travels the
fartherest from senson to soason,
A, The title of ™most pro -
lific bird" should go elther to

the quail or to the English
Sp&rr()Wa

The other questlons are still
unanswered. Come on, Audubonites,
somaone wants to know! Or maybe
you have another question. Let's
have some renl information in
the next lssue,

SEQUOIA

I£ you have not already done
80, by all means see the current
moving piecturse, "Sequola."

Photogrephed in becutiful
Sequaia National Park, it tells
the story of an unusual friend-
ship--the friendship of a deer
and a puma.

Jean Parker is thoe leading
lady, but thoso you will remembor
ara Malibu, whoso nang means "a
rough journsy, and Gata, "the
outlaw, "

S M T W ThF 8 April 4 - Field trip. Huntington Art Gallery grounds.
12 3@ 5 6 10 a.m. 100 tickets have buen secured, If
7 8 910 g§%12 18 you have a friend whom you wish to tnke, call
14 15 16 17 48 19 20 ‘ Mrs. James M. Brennnn, CApitol 6960. She
Pl 22 23 24 25 26 27 hns the tickets.
28 29 30 , o 11 - Board meeting. At Mrs. Veatch's boeach

home at Hormosan. (How Yo Editoruss regrots !)
18 - Program meeting. State Building at Pxposi-
tlon Park at 2:00 p.me Mr . Thaodora Payne
will nga an illustrated +tnlk on "Wild Flowers.,” Thosa in charge of the program are
Mrs., Oliver €., Edwards and Mrs, Graco 8. Hall,
DON'T FORGET that in Juna we oare to celebrate our 25th year of work together
an Audubon Society. President Mary Barnes Salwon nd Mrs. Leonard Hall arc making
the plans. The time and place will be announced later,

: AUDUBONITE ANDERSON OBSERVES

"On the morning of March 15," says Bthel M. Anderson, "the cliff swallows wore
back- at thoir last year's nests undor the eaves, peseping over tho odge of the gourd-
shaped nest and showing the white patch on the head, A pair of Californin mocking
birds were bullding a nest in the ficus vine on the chimney, just above the feeding
tray, whore thoy help themselves to pomegranate and suet, The birds a-twitter ! A
large hawk crashing down out of o Bugenin tree and flying awny as I appeared.”



“ 87 w

~~Evelyn B, Fldridgeﬂ-

The Audubon Club was scheduled to meet at the land end of the pier at Playa
Del Rey at 9130 A. M. to study the water birds. There was one member (the writer)
present, and, before the day was over, I felt very much like a water bird myself.
To start the day out right, just as I was leaving the house,
above the noise of drizzling rain, I heard a sweet, low, gurgling -
gound. Perched high up on the light wire sat a little Cow Bird, /, =53
trying desgperately to make himself heard. A
The rain poured down in torrents, but the birds, being some-. i \\M
thing of the nature of us humans, eat rain or shine, and they " \,
flocked to the shore in great numbers.. They'were very geod-natured _éy
being very reluctant about moving; so one could Study them from only,_‘“:;
a few yards. KME;~L>
Though they are not uncommon, I never fail to get a: thvlll out of the llttle
Sanderlings running back and forth. It seems to me they show.more than the usual
amount of human intelligence, keeping just far enough away from.the water to avoid
getting wet. Here and there nlong the water the Surf Scoters tried.to float, but.
the waves were so high they were rolled right up on the banks.-There were about ,
twenty Morbled Godwits feeding, keeping up their continual guttural scolding., They
were so wet I don't belisve they could have flown had they wished to do so, and I
was able to study them at very close range. One lonely Greater Yellow Legs stoad
bobbing up and down, all ummindful of the pouring rgin. As I stood looking .over -
the birds, trying to pick out the uncommon, my eyses fell upon a little brown bird
standing so still with his bill straight up as if to make you believe he really
was not there at all. T looked a second time, and, sure enough, it was an Ameri-
can Bittern., It is most ilnteresting to watch the Forster Tern fly up.and down the
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shore, bill pointed downward, and suddenly plunge stralght down: strlkmng the water ’

with n gplash., Quite a number of Hudsonian Curlaws were probing aleng the ‘beach.
The Black Turnstones were standing atop the rocks waiting for the water to wash
up bits of food. Some fiftean or twenty Snowy Plovers wore hovering in the craoks
of the ground trying to keep dry. There wore two or threa Obmmon Loons riding.
the waves, not caring how high they went.

Abaut three o'clock',.afber having listed amxty»nim@ birdsh I dacided no one:
else would show up, and go being pretty wet, I started for home, On tha way T
stopped long enough to take a look at the Shart Eared Owl,, who, guite contrary to
the tradition of the Owl family, feeds by day., It bhad rained so hard, and the .
wator was so deep in places, thot it ran over thé running board into the cars On
one occagion it was necesssry to have the car pulled oub. . My only regrot, howevar,.
was that other members of the club Wad not shared this intoresﬁing,moat exciting 7

day. SEEN IN AND ARQUND. SACRAMENTO

Robins, sparrows and juncos making merry in beautiful Oﬂpltol Park.

Hundreds of bi-colered redwings aroudd Woodland and Dixon. ‘

More Magples than that near Oroville, ‘ '

Sparrows inhabiting an old brick house bullt in 1855~—the sole remains of
what wns once the town of Timbuctoo, .. : ‘

Characters: Two of the" leglslntors' wives and Ye Edltoress blcycllng
near William Lond Park. The latter not too praiiclant. Distraction: A bird
singing in a noarby tree, * Action: Yo Editoress removes one hond to.polnt..
(Poor ctiquette) More action: A pile-up. Result: A skinned finger, apd
a more than skinned knee, Moral:. chling and blrding don't mix--unless
you are good ! !

SEFN ¥
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INTERESTING CLIPPINGS
Two clippings have just renched us .from membara of Audubon which are 50 newse

worthy that we present them for your perusal.

Mré. Roy Sergeant, our Butterfly Chairman, found the following in the TIMRS
Sunday Magazine:

"What may happen to human beings during the next war--winged death from the
sky--has been the lot in recent years of at least 1,000,000 hives, or colonias
of honey bees,

SRR SR N PO Emkert and H W, Alllnger Univerasity of Californin scientists,
estlmﬁte this cCarnage among the nation's apiaries already has occurred as a
result of the growing practice of scattering poisonpus dust Ifrom airplanes to
kill harmmful insects. '

"The Berkeley studies disclose that the dust drifis down into the fnces
of the flowers which bees are robbing of nectar, killing the industrious honey.
makers before they reach their hives.

#A further ‘menace to the bee population is that the pellen-carrying beecs
bring home the poisoned food, thus destroying the young bees. In brief the poor
bees are experiencing what we should be forced to undergoe if some enemy should
succesd in poisoning our milk supply. o
. “This -appears only one more example of the mountxnb problems which ensue

. when we txnker with nature," ;

, , Efflb Tamblyn, an: 1nterested Long Beach memb&;, is responsible for this

cstartling bit of 1nformat10n._ 2

. "The United $tates has been lelde into four parts by its wild duek family,
the Government has learned, and nothing can persunde a duck from one section to
invade another,.

"The gse four skyways.of the fowls are sald to be as exclusive as though the
nation were divided into four areas by fences a mile high. g

- "'Three Pamiliés of California ducks must nest inm the same wmarsh in Northern
. Canada “in Summe with ‘three families of Mississippi ducks, " ¥. ©. Lincoln, Naturas
list of the United States Biological Survey said teday. ‘'But when the ﬁmuth«
. ward migration starts the two groups will not fly together.'

"The California 'ducks will return to the lowlands of the Golden §tnte and
the Mississippi ducks will return to the swamps of Mississippi.

"a wild duck, Lintoln said, keeps to the trodden path of its ancestors and
even if foed is scarce along its father's route and is plentiful in another se-
ction, the duck still keeps to its own ancestral trail,

. “MMThis habit of the birds, he continued, 'means that aleng each of those
‘Skyways sportsmen must protect their own birds.

"'"Too fauch killing of ducks in one skyway will ruin that skyway nnd the

shooters there can not expect to bénefit by congervation efforts in another., "

DID YOU KNOW THAT

Mrs. Eldrldge was the only one to gat to Playa Del Roy for the field trip
on March 77 Her story appears elsewhere in this issue,

Miss Miriam Faddis, because of her interest in bird life and her holp to
Los Angeles Audubow, was elected an honorary member of our gociaty at the lant
board meeting?

4 female Arizona hodded oriole was seen on December 27, 1934, and during the
first week of January, 1935, at 917 North Orange Grove Avenue, Hollywaod by '
Mr. and Mrs, H. W, Anderson?.

Although Mrs. Roy Sergeant could not get to Playa Del Rey on account of the

rain, her day was not spoiled, for-about noon of the same day she saw n Rufous
Hummer on a Japanese Plum Tree having such a feast on the beputiful pink bloasoms’
It was not raining at the time, but it was cloudy and cold. ILater in the same-
day she saw twelva. bush tits on the same tree,





