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LEARNING BIRD SONGS
--By W. Dan Quattlebaum--

Bird study offers more, I think, of i n t e re s t and helpfulness than does any
other nature study, For seeing birds in t h e i r habi ta t not only takes us into
Nature's garden but brings us into her conservatory of vocal music. Birds are
about the only creatures in a l l nature tha t r ea l ly sing. Crickets, katydids,
cicadas, "peepers" and certain other frogs, do make a kind of music. But i t is
a cut-and-dried singsong a l l the time.. The c a l l and song of b i rds show personali ty
and var ia t ion and are a joy forever. Is i t too much to say tha t tha singing of
birds is unique in nature? If we agree tha t i t is unique, then to learn and enjoy
bird ca l l s and songs is the b i rd - love r ' s unique adventure.

Now, learning ca l l s and songs i s not easy. , If i t were, perhaps i t would not
De worth our a t t en t ion . And even good b i rd books wi l l not be of much help, for the
songs cam not be put on paper. The quickest way i s to go out with one who knows
and l e t th i s one t e l l you the b i rd that makes such a c a l l or song. The best way,
however~~and the one which brings the most fun--1B to sharpen $»p your i n t e r e s t ,
polish up your at tent ion, open up the windows of your soul, and fare forth a l l on
your own. Give s t r i c t a t tent ion--your now keen a t tent ion—to each t s ip and peep
that you hear. Then, hunt the bird , and watch him u n t i l you ac tual ly see him make
the ca l l or song. If you hear a song, look for the b i rd and see him sing. Note
carefully the s t r ik ing features of h i s song--how he begins, low and high notes,
runs or t r i l l s , and the ending. Then, careful ly f i l e the adng-and-singer, away in
your memory for future reference, so that when again you hear that song, you may
quickly turn to your memory and find the b i rd . This w i l l , of course, take l o t s of ,
time and p rac t i ce . Some specia l pract ice and experience wi l l be required to dis-
tinguish betv/e en songs that are somewhat a l ike- -say , between those of the mocker, v
and the thrasher . I t may help you to have confidence; in yourself if, .when,you hear,
a song, you wi l l make an in t e l l i gen t guess as to what b i rd i t i s , and then check upv

on yourself. The f i r s t time I heard a San Diego Wren sing, I thought he waa a
song sparrow. But since I checked up on myself, there i s no confusion whatever.

I know of no sat isfactory way to represent on paper the c a l l s and songs of
b i rds . But if I could and should, you would be cheated of a grand adventure, If
you happen to be no longer young and frisky, l e t me t e l l you a secre t . I was only
45 when I began to special ize in b i rd songs.

To know ca l l s and songs aids greatly in i den t i f i c a t i on . In fact, I malce no
decision on some birds~-like the T r a i l l Flycatcher and the immature purple i 'inch--
un t i l I hear a c a l l or song. At Palisades Park one winter we saw and heard what .
we thoughtwere Gambel Sparrows. But noticing, on close a t t en t ion , a difference in .
the song, we decided that they were Puget Sound Sparrows.

In The Auk, January 1935, there is "A Method for the Intensive Study oS Bird
Sang,11- by A. R. Brand, which you 3hould read. His method is by photographimg bird
song on motion picture film, and h i s finds are t ru ly remarkable. Let me quote a
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• -Oy t h e "™he oveninf; air oi l.-'to February
• Los Angeles Audubou Society in the EvorffLsdya of southern Florida

Mrs'-. Raymond Bremen, Editor is soft and mild, Dolic&to scents
246$*. So. Coronado - during February . frora unseen blossoms cotte with the

(or telephone MU 31*1) bre-aze, together wltl. tlsa voices of
Irea to members. Addit ional copies 54. ayriad frogs in incessant but

: a t t r a c t i ve chorus froia the aarshos.
LOS ANG3L38 AUDUBON SOCI3TY Suddenly, from the moss-iostooned

l ive oaks in thin peaceful background,,
President Sneri tus -Mrs. Robert Fargo cones an outburst of deuoniacal
President l-Jrs. Mary Barnes Salnon laughter, gu t tu ra l in sound and

1979 Benecia Avenue, Westwood Hi l l s startl ing; in i t s abruptness, causing
Firs t Vic a-President Mrs. Leonard 3.Kail in me pleasant tremors of excitement.
Second Vice-President Mrs. Ivlunson Deuprey Thus begins Alexander Wctnora,
Recording Secretary. . .Miss Charlotte Hamilton Assistant Secretary of the Surithson-
Corres. Secretary Mrs. Jauies !•:. Brennan ian Ins t i tu t ion , in h i s a r t i c l e ,
Treas. .and Membership Miss Sl la N. Johns "Shadowy Birds of the Night," which

1411 Poinse t t i a Place, Hollywood appears in the February, 1935, issue
Librarian. ! . . . " . . ' . ' ; . . . . .Miss Jennie Winchester of" The National Geographic
Auditor Miss Ruth Spender Magazine.

With l ive i l l u s t r a t i o n s of
The Los Angeles Audubon Society has regu- his own, and twanty-one por t r a i t s

lar meetings on the f i r s t and th i rd Thursday in color oi silent-winged owls
of each• month--the f i r s t being a f ie ld t r i p , of North America contributed by
and the next a program meeting which is held Major Allen Brooks, )lr. Wetiv.oro
in the Sta ts Building at Exposition Park at gives us a r.iost in te res t ing a r t i c l e
two # •clock in the afternoon. - on the birds that we seldo.v. ses,

Dues for annual aieabership in the Society
are | 1 per year, wi th- l i fe ;ne;r.bership $10, and Another' a r t i c l e that most of
Patron: |100. you wil l want to read appears-; in

If you are in teres ted in studying and the current istsue of Reader Ms
protect ing your feathered, f r iends , won't you Digast, en t i t l ed "Give Your Hobby

yourself with us? I t s Head."

CAL - N - DAR

-. FEBRUARY (7) Field Seating at Lincoln Park,. Meet-ax tba north
S M T W Th F S entrance at 9:30 a. n. Brinij a pocket lunch, f ie ld

•; ..,.,.;,;.. 1 2 r _ glasses and a notebook.
; 3 \ 4 : 5- :6 .(I)"- 8"":'9.^"'::".::(i4)'-;:r All :day Boardlleetiiig at tHe: home of our prefid-mt,
10 11 12 ,13, (14)15 15 , Mary Barnes Salmon, in Westwood Hi l l s .
17 18 19 20 (21)22 23 (21) Program Meeting in the State Building at ^xpo
J3 4... 2.5 2.6 27 28 Park, President Salmon presiding,. Conservation and

' Protect ion of Birds wi l l be the subject of the au
The s p a c e r w i l l be announced l a t e r .

. LEARNING BIRD SONGS (Cont.)
l i t t l e . "A small piece o f ' f i lm shows that in the very short space of one sixth of
a second four d i s t i n c t notes were produced with a range of considerably over an
octave. Two songs of the Winter Wren show that an average of s ixteen d i s t inc t notes
with a corresponding number of d i s t i n c t stops were produced each second. In three
Song Sparrow's song, I found an average of about sixteen notes and correaoondinj..
stops per second. Only two of the uird sounds studied are within the range* of th-3
human sinn.inf, voice. Numerous birds have most in f in i te var ia t ions in the i r son;;3.
In many species two meubers of the species rarely sing exactly the same cadance, and
and individual bi rd \-iny have eight or 10 or more variation,^.of his ances t ra l song."

Let me here wial. for you sorae day the good fortune of 'hearing the lovel ioat of
oird song and some strange, .calls--such as the . f lute- l iks notes of the Wood Thrush,
the piping, t r i l l i n g song of .the-Louisiana feter Thrush, the uncanny c a l l of thu Loon,
and tha t s t rangest of a l l , the far-CiarryinR, couching, KurElinE call-~Aner. " i t t e r n .
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LEGISLATION

Many important b i l l s a f fec t ing Fish and Game laws were introduced in the Janu-
ary session of the 1935 l e g i s l a t u r e at Sacramento. Following are the t i t l e s of a
few that were submitted regarding b i r d s . These b i l l s w i l l be brought to the Field
Meeting on February 7 so that , you can read them in f u l l . You w i l l want to be
present a t t h i s meeting, for , as an Audubonite, you a re n a t u r a l l y i n t e r e s t ed in any
legislation affecting our birds.

Assembly Bill 117 (Heisingar). An act to amend sections 1174 and 1175 of the
Fish and Game Code, relating to birds. .

Assembly Bill 481 (Walker). An act to amend section 1200 of the Fish and Gome.
Code, relating to Doves,

Assembly Bill 483 (Walker). An act to amend section 1175 of the Fish and Garaa
Code, relating to predatory birds. .

Assembly Bill 678 (Nielsen). An act to amend section 1203.6 of the Fish and"
Game Code, relating to pheaaants.

Assembly Bill 1276 (Frazier). An act to provide for the investigation and •
study of the control and suppression of blackbirds,, coots, linnets, horned larks
and other birds or animals in relation to damage to agricultural crops and making
and appropriation therefor. •

Assembly 3 i l l 2295 (Frazier). An act to amend an act entitled "An act to pro-
vice for the inspection, quarantine and registration to aviaries and other places
where shell parrokeets are sold, offered for sale, trade or barter; and to provide
for the inspection of a l l birds which may be kept in such places; to declare the
urgency thereof and provide that this act shall take effect immedaMely, " approved
by the Governor May 28, 1933. .

Assembly Bill 2345 (Donihue). An act to amend section 1586 of the Penal Code., »
relating to the propagation and care of game birds by prisoners.

Senate Bill 855 (Powers). An act to amend section 1200 of the Fish and Gane
Code, relating to the season on doves.

Senate Bill 1031 (Keo.ugh). An act to amend section 1177 of the Fish and Game
Code, and to add a new section to said code to be numbered 1201.5 relating to sage
hens.

A NEW PRESS CHAIRMAN . • ^
Mrs. George L. Veatch has been appointed by p res iden t Salmon to undertake the

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of present ing to the publ ic the doings of the Los Angeles Audubon
Society. This office was l e f t open r ecen t ly when the former Press Chairman found : ;
i t necessary to move to Sacramento, ; :

 : • '•.•:' .'••.•?'•

AN SXGERPT FROM "WESTERN WILD FL0W3RS AND THEIR STORIES" ; , . ' ;-
BY CHARLES F. SAWDERS

(Contributed by'Mrs. Oliver C. Edwards) . ; ;.
Five centur ies or so before the Spanish conquest, the Aztecs made t h e i r

appearance in the va l ley of Mexico, unwelcome intruders-among a people who had Jong
occupied the land and had no use for foreigners ' . : • \

For several years the new-comers led a nomadic existence, battling their,way. ;

from pillar to post, and even enduring slavery at one period, until on a day, in
what students &£ the Aztec Calendar reckon to be the year 1325, they came to a halt
on the marshy borders of a great lake. There upon a branching nopal (pear cactus)
springing from a rock jutting up from the water was perched a great eagle, with i ts
wings spread to the sun and fast in his beak a writhing sprpent.

The Aztec leaders hailed i t as a sign that here the people's wanderings should
cease, and on pilings in the swamp was begun the building of the capitol, Tenoch-
ti t lan (the place of the tuna), upon whose site stands the present City of S^exico.
You will see the incident depicted in the modern coat-of-arms and repeated on tjie ,
national flag--a devise tifeit is, as a matter of fact, an adaptation from the Aztec
hieroglyphic for the ancient capitol of the Montezumas.
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THE STORY OF A TREE
'--By Mrs. Robert Fargo, President Bnaritus—

In the year 19 32 there was a great wave of tree planting a l l over the United,.
Sta tes , and in the spring of that year Mrs. Jamas M. Brennan, as leader of the Fiei
Day, chose.Lincoln Park for the planting of a trao by the Audubon jfocioty. The
t r ee selected was a Magnolia. Mrs. Bicknell, who was then our President Smaritus,
a f te r a few appropriate remarks, threw the f i r s t shovel of d i r t , and each member
followed, completing the beautiful ceremony of planting a t r e e . ,:

Mrs. Brennan continued the good work by encouraging each member to plant an '••'•••
individual t r e e . As I had not responded to the ca l l she phoned to me several times,
urging with strong enthusiasm that I join in the work. I replied that I had not an
inch of ground. She suggested a flower pot. This did not appeal to ma, however,
as the t ree would die when i t outgrew the pot. I t could never become A TREE.

In April of 1933 I was v i s i t i ng my nephew in the San Joaquin Valley, which is
a vast s t re tch of l eve l country with only hero and there- a ranch. When showing me
a 6G.-aere-:pi-ec-e he had planted to potatoes my nephew said, "Here i s where 1 shall
build my home." My inspirat ion came at once. I thought, "Here is where I shall
plant my t ree , where i t can grow to be t a l l and grand, and a landmark for a l l who
t rave l the highway."

The next day Ruth and I went to Bakersfield and selected a Sequoia Semperviren
being informed by the gardener that i t was adapted to the conditions of the valloy;
s o i l and climate. . The. following Sunday being Milton's birthday, we planted the ;
t r e e . The family a l l joined in making i t a formal ceremony, Each gave a sentiment:
and threw a shovel of d i r t . Banard, age 10, gave Joyce Kilmer's f Trees," and little;
Noraa, almost 8, said, "He who plants a t ree , He plants Love." I shall give my ;

sentiment in f u l l . "I dedicate th i s tree to posteri ty, to Children and Children's:
Children. May i t grow t a l l and straight and wide, and may i t s branches lure the :
b i rds to build the i r nests and rear thei r young and sing the i r songs therein . Wher
the new house is b u i l t may children play beneath i t s shade, ladiea gather for aftei
noon "Tea" when tha sun is low and the breezes make music among i t s laavea, and raaj
men s i t in rus t i c chairs on the lawn and smoke thei r c igare t tes while talking
p o l i t i c s and farming. I dedicate th i s Sequoia Sempervirens to f^s ter i ty , and, pre-
sent i t to my nephew, Milton.Lohr, on his 37th birthday." Milto1^ responded, "And
I dedicate th i s t ree to you, Aunt Minerva, and may you come up diiben to see i t groi

The tree did hot show much growth the f i r s t year, but on October 9, 1934,
Banard wrote to me: "I am going to t e l l you everything about tha t ree . I t s heigh''
is 6 feet 8$ inches. I t has not grown t a l l much but has f i l l e d out quite a b i t .
In the-winter i t i s - t he one green spot, I think i t ia a v$x&.,.!j^x\& twe . 1 1

Last month I spent Christmas Week on the ranch and motored over to see the
t r e e - I found i t f lourishing but a very slow grower, and i t was "the only green ""
thing in s i g h t . "

A BIRD'S LIFE

It was a cold day--a very cold day. Wind whistled through the barren branche
of the t rees , while snow flakes aa big as dollars were turning a l l to white. Way
out near the end of a branch was a tiny b i r d ' s nest, and in i t , beside the brokofl
she l l s of two others, was one egg quite whole. Mother bird looked anxiously into
the nest, while father on a branch nearby placed protecting wings about his two
hungry, cold, fea ther less and most dejected looking offspring. The expression on
the fa ther ' s face to ld clearly that he had no sympathy wii& l i t t l e birds who kept
t h e i r parents in the cold while they rested inside of a shel l . Finally, with a
very disgusted shrug, mother bird chirped: "Well, stubborn, i f you d£ decide to
come out—meet us in Palm Beach i "




