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CHRISTMAS BIRD CSNSUS

In 1932 t he Los Angeles Audubon S o c i e t y decided t o inaugu-
r a t e once more the t a k i n g of an annua l Bird Census, something
which was done by t h e s o c i e t y f o r many y e a r s and t h e n d i scon-
tinued. Stimulated by the splendid record that was achieved
in this first year after the census holiday, our society, in
1933, exceeded all other dis tr icts in number of species seen*-
156 being recorded, with over 35,000 individuals. This year
we were able to observe and record 170 species, with 20,325
individuals.

Taking the Santa Monica Bay District, with Santa Monica as
a center, twenty-one dependable observers radiated 7Jr miles in
all directions, searching the canyons., shore and sea. Between
6 a. a. and 5 p. :a., sevexi groups of two to four individuals
aggregated 125 miles by automobile, 35 allies by foot, with 7-J-

The day was clear, with a low temperature of 57 degrees and a high ofmiles at sea.
7 9 . : • " ;.;••

Chair-nan for the day was Mrs. J. M. Brennan, a past president o± Los Angeles
Audubon (1932, 1933), who also was in charge ox the census during those two .years:."

Those making the count were President Mary Sarnes Salmon; MesdoKies Oliver C,
Sdwarda, Grace 3. Hall, Elizabeth Leo, 311a Hamilton, E. E. Eldridga, E. Powers,.
Clara Veatch, 1 . 2. Cobb, Joha JV Schaitz, Roy L. Sergeant, and Willard ffikoff;
Misses Charlotte Hamilton, Helen .Pratt, and Ivliriaa Faddis; and Messrs. W. D* Quattle-
baura, George 0. Hale, W. Q. Ifeb'u, J . IS.. Brennan, and Barton 0. Polhani.'

Following is the l i s t oi birds reported:
3 Coaaon Loons, 2 Pacific Loons, 17 Rsd^throated Loons, 194 Western Grebe, 2

Horned Grebe, 13 Eared Grebe, 10 .Pied-bil led Grebe, ,1 Pacific/Fulaiar, 1 Sooty ShQar-
water, 3 Jlaclr Vented Shearwaters, 617 California Brown pel icans, 426 Farallon Cor-
morants, 16 3randt Conaorants, 5 California Herons, u American Egrets, 11 Brewster
Egrets, 2 Anthony Green Herons, 5 Black-crowned Night Herons, 9 American Bit terns,
1 White Fronted Goose, 35 Coanon Mallards, 1 Gadwall, 28 Saldpates, .37 Green-winged
Teal, 3 Cinnamon Teal, 52 Shovellers, 519 American P i n t a i l s , 35 Redheads, 2 Canvas-
backs, 20 Greater Scaups, 15 Lesser Scaup.Ducks, 1 Ring-necked Duck, 2 Golden Eyes,
1 Buflie-head Duck, 187 White-winged Scoters, 1207 Surf Scoters, 22 Ruddy Ducks,
34 American Mergansers, 17 Red-breastod Mergansers, 3 Turkey Vultures, 1 White-tailed
Kite, 3 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 6 Cooper Hawks, 3 life a tern Red-tailed Hawks, 3 FerruKi-
nour Rough-legged Hawks, 2 American Said Eagles, 9 Marsh Hawks, 2 Pra i r ie Falcons,
51 Desert Sparrow Hawks, 171 Valley Quail, 1 California Clapper Rail , 1 Light-footed
Rail, 1 Virginal Rail, 2 Slack Rail , 358 American Coots, 167 Black-bellied Plover,
68 Killdoer, 14 Semipalaated Plover, 6 Western Snowy Plover, 1 Surf Bird, 2 Black
Turnstones, 3 Wilson Snipes, 17 Long-billed Curlews, 10 Hudsonian Curlews, 1 Spotted
Sandpiper, 106 Western f i l l e t , 4 Greater Yellow-logs, 3 Lesser Yellow-legs, 35
Least Sandpipers, 41 Red-backed Sandpipers, 95 Western Sandpipers,v5 Long-billed
Dowitchars, 540 Marbled Godwits, 5 Aroceta, 2 Red, Phalarope, 1898 Sanderlings,

#v • (Turn to page 16)
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The Los Angelas Audubon Society has reg-
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and the ne>"t a program meeting which is held
in the State l-uilding a t Exposition Park at
two o'clock in the afternoon.

Dues for annual membership in the Society
are $1 per year, with l i f e membership $10, and
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If you are in teres ted in studying and
protecting your feathered fr iends, won't you
identify yourself with us?

GAL - -N - DAR

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Glancing, through tho Encyclo-
pedia Americana the other day v?e
learned that thero i s a b i rd ' s nest
which is valuable as food. This ia
the neat of the salangann, or of
re la ted apocios of swift or swift-
lo t , found in the Malay Archipelago
and used as a delicacy by the Chi-
nese.

I t has the shape and size of
a half teacup, i s attached to the
rock in the in t e r io r of a cave, and
has the single appearance of f i -
brous gelatin or i s ing lass . I t is
composed ol a mucilaginoua sub-
stance secreted by specia l glands.

The caves in which these swift*
dwell in crowds are nunwous in
northern Sumatra and in Borneo, and
are, in moat cases, tho property of
wealthy owners, who get a large
annual income from tho hazardous
occupation oi' securing the nests.
This can be done only by climbing
about the in t e r io r of the great sea-
cave, holding torches, and ralcing
off the nests into l i t t l e b«aya hung
upon the end of the) pike polos.
The best , which are whitoish in
color and almost l'r«« from any mix-
ture with the pure glut in© from the..
glands in the mouth of thn bird,
are worth |10 to $1S a pound.
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Field trip. Meet" at the Riversito Drive ontranw
to Griff i th Park a t 9!30 a. m. Bring your fiold
glasses, a notebook and a pockot lunch.

Board meeting. At Mrs, Ff:irgo'a. l .p . -m.
Suprise program meeting. State Building, Expo-

s i t i o n Parit, 2 p. in. Charlotte Hamilton is the
chairman, (INCREASE YOUR MEMBERSHIP)

YE EDITOREBS REGRETS
Recent developments make i t necessary tha t the Raymond Brennans bej in Sacramento

during the en t i r e l e g i s l a t i v e session, which opens January 7, Therefore, they have
decided to move t h e i r worldly belongings to that c i ty for the coming months.

But THE WESTERN TANAGER w i l l continue to reach you, although mater ia l for i t
w i l l have to be in e a r l i e r than usual to make a cer ta in issue. Kpep t h i s in mind
when mailing in your copy.

The Sacramento address w i l l be "Park-Mansions Apartments. » But, for your con-
venience, telephone or mail your ideas to Secretary Miss Bcrfcty Keiffl, 304 Subway
Terminal bui lding, Los Angeles, MUtual &&4-1. She wi l l forward them immediately.
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THE WINDOW-SHELF

Dear Audubonites, ,
Next to the pleasure of being a member of our loved Audubon is the joy I find

in having a window-shelf, where I can serve meals and furn ish baths for my feathered
friends. A fee l ing comes over me.1 Why not t e l l you of my exper iences! Will you
l i s t e n to me for a few momentsT

Our home is well adapted for the adjustment of such a feeding place . A grape
t r e l l i s , two climbing roses , and lovely po in se t t i a s add t h e i r charm. The b i rds can
f i r s t a l ight on these, and then f l y down to the t r ay . I often see b i rds wait ing on
the t r e l l i s while I sca t t e r the seed. As I close the window they come promptly to
the prepared feas t .

Regular feeding and plenty of water assures a l a rge b i rd gathering. Often, in
fa i r weather, I sca t t e r the seed a t night , a lso seeing tha t the water is there for
the l i t t l e rogues. They both d r i n t and bathe out of the same d ish .

L i t t l e Song Sparrow is a very ear ly comer and a pe t , following my husband as he
feeds the chickens and seeming to know him as a friend- "Madam Towhee" i s also
early. One season we had one with only one l eg . Poor dear.1 Evidently caught in a
t rap . How gra teful she seemed to be for food in a safe r e t r e a t .

The l i t t l e Finches have come regu la r ly to us, in numbers, for severa l seasons.
The elders br ing the i r offspring. These seem to harmonize with the Gambel Sparrows,
who also come in f locks. English Sparrows are evident ly not a r i s t o c r a t i c enough to
mingle, and are driven away. Another r a the r unwelcome v i s i t o r i s "Robber " lue" Jay.
However, I put out some large c rus t s , and while he is n o i s i l y carrying them away he,
at l ea s t , is not robbing our henhouse and sucking eggs. Once qui te a number of
blackbirds came-~too many to feed-~and I was not so wel l pleased to welcome thea .

L i t t l e Bush Ti ts a r e fa r too busy cleaning the rose bushes of aphis to notice
the t ray . :

Once a Western Jlue Bird hovered near; also an Audubon Warbler. Mockers wi l l
come for r a i s i n s , but I have had very few.

Now for strange v i s i t o r s .
•Once we saw a l i t t l e mouse enjoying crumbs. He had climbed up the t r e l l i s and

entered through a,hole made i'or drainage. Dear l i t t l e "Bylousie Gray.1" I have a
different feel ing for him now. So graceful, dainty and timid.1

Now a tragedy.
One morning I found a huge ca t sunning himself on my bi rd t r a y . Apparently ;

asleep, but In r e a l i t y awaiting a b i rd feas t . Alas.1 She was the pet of a loved
neighbor, whose l i t t l e seven-year old boy, when carrying her , s a id : IfShe weighs a,
ton ." Quite evident, as l a t e r 1 w i l l explain. My daughter, who has a fond feel ing
for fe l ines , ca r r ied Puss home the f i r s t time. Thia was not e f fec t ive , for again
she came to the t ray . Next time our Fox T e r r i e r hastened the homegoing and t reed
the cat . A long in te rva l ' t i l the next v i a i t . Then e a r l y one morning, a crash!
The en t i re t r a y was broken down, and faund hanging to the arbor. Cat ha i r explained
the tragedy. No more v i s i t s from Puss, and my t ray made firm again.

Inside axy window i s my pet canary, singing and t r i l l i n g , and imi ta t ing a
whistle song I taught him. Generations have taught him to "be contented with h i s
cage home. So he coquets with h i s l i t t l e f r iends on the other s ide of the glass,
contented and joyous.

Soon the beautiful song of the meadowlarks w i l l come to us from over the h i l l s ,
and we sha l l fee l how good i t i s to be a l ive and to enjoy the wonders of na ture ,

S incerely,
December 22, 1934 Mrs, Carl Schmitt



(Cont. from page 13)
1 Pa ras i t i c Jaegar, 2 Kittiwake Gulla, 261 Glaucous-winged Gulfr,, 1173 Western Gulls, I
4 Herring Gulls, 2350 California Gulls, 156G Ringed-billed Gullu, :.: Shorb-bilL:>ci
Gulls, 22 Heemari Gulls, 453 Bonaparte Gulls, 1 Caspian Tern, 13 Royal Turn, 107
Forster Tern, 1 California r'.urre, 2 Cassia Auk l e t s , 3 Khinoceroa Auklots, 19 Western*
Mourning Doves, 15 Chinese Spotted Doves, 4 Hoad-rmineru, 5 tfnrvi Owls, 2 Long-eared
Owls, 9 3-hort-eared Owls, 1 Pasadena Screech Owl, 1 Pacific Horned Owl, 6 Western
Burrowing Owls, 2 ITnite-throated iivvifts, 3 Black-chinned •Hurniiiinfe, birds, 42 Anna
Humming Birds, 3 Western Bolted Kingfishers, 2 Willow Woodpeckers, 10 Nuttal Wood-
peckers, 1 Rednaped Sapsuckar, 1 Southern Red-breasted Sapsuekcr, 61 California
Woodpeckers, 50 Red-shafted Flickers, 1 Cassia Kingbird, 5 Say Phoebos, 61 Black
Phoebes, 1 Western Wood Peewee, 4 We a tern Fly Catchers, 10 California Horned, Lvrka,
1 Tree Swallow, 76 California Jaya, 10 Western Crow3, 2 American Ravens, 24 Plain
Titmice, 1 Bailey 's I/iountain Chick-a-dee; 323 California Bush-t i ts , 76 Palid Wren-
t i t s , 2 Dotted Canyon Wren, 1 Co«&iou Rock Wren, b San Diego Wren, 4 Western Winter
Wren, 3 Western House Wren, 13 Tule Wren, 86 Western Mocking Birds, 29 California
Thrashers, 1 Townsend S o l i t a i r e , 21 Alaska Hennit Thrush, 10 Western Robins, 30
Western Blue 3irds , 6 Western Gnatcatchers, 2 Black-tailed Gnatcntchers, 33 Western
Ruby-crovmed Kinglets, 18 American Pipets , 4:3 California Shrikes, 1 Hutton Vinjo,
3 Lutescent Warblers, 3 Dusky Warblers, 1351 Audubou Warblers, 1 Tovmaend Warbler,
26 Tule Yellow-throats, 68 San Diego Red-winged Blackbirds, 16?. English Sparrow:;,
15 Tricolored Red-wings, 359 Western Meadowlarks, 869 Brewer Dlaci.uircUi, 13 Cali-
fornia Purple Fincnes, 1 Cassin Purple Finch, 2351 Common Eouse Finches, 2'? Willow
Goldfinches, 117 Green-backed Goldfinches, 3'd San Die^o Townees, 103 California
Townees, 27 Western Savannah Sparrows, 14 fielding Sparrows, 5 Large-billed Sparrows,
1.Western Lark Sparrov/, 1 Valdez Fox Sparrow, 3 Gray Phase Fox Sparrows, 5 Reddish
phase Fox Sparrows, 3" Rufous-crowned Sparrows, 45 Thurber Juncos, 206 Gambel Spar-
rows, 66 Golden-crowned Sparrows, 125 San Diego Song Sparrows, 2 Lincoln Sparrow;;.

Our-National i'.ird Lore's Christmas Bird Census is an annual and international
event, usually being token by different d i s t r i c t s in every s ta te in the union a::.
well as in some foreign countr ies , The information obtained iro.:-i these diversiiMod
d i s t r i c t s regarding the nu..aijer of re aidant and winter Migratory birds tjivor. to tbfi
Government Biology Survey a foundation upon which to v/or.'c in aaK.inc; plans i'or bird
protect ion. By giving complete protection to some birds and las;) to othorw tho
government may help to bring back and preserve the balance of nuturn wliich has beou
so seriously upset by the carelessness and greed of uian.

S3EN ABOUT

Mesdames Mabb, Loretta S:aith and Lizzie Kline,. Miss Jennie Winohe.fvter, and the
Rrocfcnans v i s i t i ng the Carolina Pines in, Hollywood for fiaaa dinner. From there to
see Christmas Tree Lanes in Altad«na and at the Collseuiii. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Leon a.
Griswold honeymooning in,Riverside and at.Arrowhead Springs. Thuir 25tli annivernary.
. .,-. A semi-albino California thrasher and a Cooper hawk at the Dwceubor o field
meet. . . . Charlotte Hamilton at the £flaa fes t iva l in t.,irl scoi.fi; uniiora coAver»inf,
with State President Meyers, Junior Field Agent Pra t t , and Mra. Mason, Pro aidant o:C
the Southwest Bird Study Club. . . . Mrs. Edwards in i t i a t ing New l.teibor Rose, and
Mother Hall, Elizabeth Lee, in tho science ox oird study on unscluHiuliKl field t r ipa .
. . - President Salmon spendint; Jans at Coronado, a:M tall:int. with Dr. Clinton Abbott,
Curator of the Natural History Liusaum in Balboa Park.

WE WONDER 7JHAT dEiJ WOULD CALL AUDU30N

jEus.es Lane Al len , a. r e l a t i v e l y fawous author, had jus t w r i t t e n a oooK, ca l led
"The K e n t u c k y ' C a r d i n a l , " t e l l i n g a.bout t h a t beau t i fu l red f lane wirier, flanhoa ^
through the a i r ia thao s t a t e . Soon a f t e r i t was placed in the book store:-, aa o lde r - •
l y lady came into one of thau and asked the c le rk for a uook on tho subjocc of nature ,
o r soiae na tu re s u b j e c t . The g i r l very promptly pul led d^ra "The Kentucky Card ina l . "
The old lady said, "I don ' t want anything e c c l e s i a s t i c a l . " The clerk sa id , "iiiidmn,
the Kentucky Card ina l i s a b i r d . " Whereupon the e l d e r l y lady r ep l i ed , "I don ' t want
to know anythint' about his private life, either."




