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WHAT IS “THE TANAGER!"

- Concelved with the idea of stimulating interest in our feathered friends,
THE WESTERN TANAGER will be published monthly by The Los Angeles Audubon Sociaty
for distribution to its members and to others interested in the activities of
Audubon. In addition to the news of the Society, THE WESTERN TANAGER will contain
as many feature articles, curious facts, and ofther interesting information ebout
the birds as can be crowded inte the available space.  We hope that you will
weleome this new venture of the Audubon Society, and that you will help your
aditor to make 1t a success by communicating with her whenever you feel you have
something that will be of interest to the others. Write to Mrs. Raymond Brennan,
3507 Crestaont Avenue, Los Angeles, or telephone Normandy 7952.

BIRD COLORATION

If you have followed the gorgeous Tanager and found him perched on soue hlgh
branch, his exotic coat ablaze in the sunlight, or {f you have watched the 1little
Huamingbird derting from blogsom to bloassom, his colors changing with each move-
ment, you must certalnly have wondered at the marvels of bird celoration.

In ordinary birds there is thought to be but three plpments in any of the
feathors--rad, yollow and brown. A greon plgment occurs in the Afrlcan Plantaine
gators, but in other birds the green is due to a yellow or brown pigment overlaid
with a structure that refracts the light. Blue and sll the metallic colors are
due ontirely to this process of refrection, the exposed portion of the feather ,
being coated with a transparent colorless layer of extrems %hinnwaa 8/1000 of _
an inch) which breaks up the rays of light. i e

Thus we can soo the Brawer Blackbird standing aulﬁmnly in the shade dressed
in somber black, and the next moment hﬂ is strutting across our-lawn sporting a
dashing coatl 4L greon,

OUR NEW PRES IDENT

Los Angeles Audubon is fortunate in having for its new prosident one whom
we all admire and one who is & real lover of nature. We appreciste the responsi.
bility youw have undertmken, Mrs, Salmon, and we wish you much success.

SOCIETY RECEIVES GIFT

- A8 the acrapbook that the Audubon Soclety uses for the recording of clippings
and other information of interest has been filled, Mrs. Robert Fargo has requested
the pleasurg of presenting us with a new one. Mrs, Fargoe, we thank you.
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MRS. FARGO ENTERTAINS BOARD

Phe Executive Board of the lLos Angeles Audubon Seclety for the year 1934.35
held its first meeting Thursday, September 13, at the homs of Mra, Robert Fargo,
a dearly beloved life member af our Soclety.

After a delicious buffet luncheon, Mrs. Mary Barnes Salmon, the new president,

‘ealled the maeting to order, Items of particular interest to members include

the following:

It was voted to include in our activitios the study of trecs.

There will be no official spesker during the ensulng year. Instead, President
galmon will appoint various ones to represent the Soclety as the occaslon arlscs.

The offices of Membership Chalrman and Treasurcr are %o be combined.

The office of Program Chairman will be disponsed with for the year 1934-35.
Fach of the monthly programs will be arranged by individuals appeinted by the
president.
—nPa8% presidents of the Soclety will form an Advisory Committee to attend
Board meetings and assist in formulating policies. =~ = S

Mrs. Raymond Brennan was authorized to publigh fLor thu Society a monthly
newspaper to be called THE WESTERN TANAGER.

The next reguler meeting of the Executive Board will also be held at the
home of Mrs., Fargo., The date is October 11, The time, ono o'eclock. This will
not be a luncheon meeting,

193435 EXECUTIVE BOARD

Officers ‘ - “Chalrpen 7 oo
Mrs., Mary Barnes Balmon, President Mrs, Munson Deuprey, Birde & Wild Life
Mra. Leonard 8, Hall, 1lst Vice-Pres. Mrs. Robert Fargoe, Bducation
Mrs. Munson Deuprey, 2nd Vice-Pros. Mrg. Raymond Bronnan, Preus
Miss Charloivte Hamilton, Rec. Sec'y Miss ®lla N. Johns, Mombershlp
Mrs. James M. Breannan, Cor. Bec'y Mra. J. W. Mabb, Hospitality
Miss Flla N. Johns, Treasurer Mrs. Qliver Edwards, Wild Flowers
Miss Jennle Winchestor, Librarian Mra. Grace 8., Hall, Trevs
Miss Ruth Spencler, Auditor Mrs. Roy Bergeant, Butterflies

Mra. John Schnitz, Historian

PROGRAM CHAIRMEN FOR 198435
Detober 18

- Mrs. Mary Barnes 8almon « Sunmer Experlences and Memorial
. ' Sorvice for Mrs. Bicknoll
November 15 -~ Mrs, George L. Veatch « Birds
Decemboer 20 -~ Mrs, Leon 8. Griswold « Christmas Fostival
December - Mrs, James M., Bronnan - Censug Plans
Jonuary 17 - - Miss Charlotte Hamilton ~ Birds
Fobruary 21 « Miss Miriam §. Faddis ~ Birds
March 21 - Mrs, . B, Cobb - Birds
April-18 - Mrs., Oliver Bdwards and
Mrs. Grace S, Hall « Wild Flowers and Trous
May 16 - Mra. Roy Bergeant ~ Butterflicsn
June 20 - Miss Tlla N. Johns and

Mrs. Veateh = Birthday Party
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& TRIP TO OLD MEXICO
(By Mrs, Leon 8. Griswold)

Ever since early school days whon learning to pronounce Popocatepetl and
Ixtaccihuatl and reading of the perpotually snowy mountains overlooking Mexico City,
& dosire to visit that country has been my dream.

g0 in June we travellod by ftrain down the wost coast and across the Tropic
of Cancer, findinp it all delightfully primitive.

Adobe and thatched Indian villagos, men working the filelds with oxen and
wooden plows, ox carts with solid wooden wheels, women carrying water in jers on
their heads and washing the family laundry in the pools and streams, were common
gights, ‘

Wrapped in brilliant serapes, with sandals on thelr feet and huge sombreros,
the peons surrounding the traln at every stop and selling their fruits, sweet-
cakes, tortlllas, flowers, baskets and bright pottery, were an ever-changing
study.

BEvery small town had its chamaing aathodxalnwor the ruing of one-~0f Spanish
architecture,

After leaving Mazatlan--a beauty spet with 1ts cocoa palms and hanana tregs--
a climb of 7000 feet had to be made before reaching the valley of Mexico City.

The mountain scenery was varied, especially through the barrancas. With
canyons 2000 feet deep to conquer, the railroad is the moest costly in North America.

Guadalajara, with its many cathedrals, brilliant pottery, and delicate
statuary, is a plcture in itseld, Its 16%h century cathedral shelters one of
¥urillo's Linest works, the YAssumption of the Virgin.®

. 'The first great impression of Mexico City was, of coursa, the two mountain
peeks. Then came the broad boulevard of Pasco de la Reforma, 200 feet wide and
studded with monuments to the heross of Mexico. Planncd by Emperor Maximilian,
it leads from tho business district to Chapultepoc Castlu, the "White House of
the Praesidents," whure the BDnperor and Empress Carlotta ruled in extravagunt
splendor, and, centuries before thom, the Montazumas of the Aztecs.

0f intense interest are the Pyramids, the Netional Musewn, and the National
Theatre with its glass curtain. BStarted 34 years ago by Diaz and his Italian
architect, 1t was not until this September that the latter was completed and
dodicated.

World travellers contacted on our trip to 0ld Mexlco stated they were sur-
prisad to tind so much charm and color so close to our own Unlted Statﬂa

YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE

For thoir first fleld trip this fall the Los Angeles Audubon Boclaty will
visit the Le Bres Pits in Hancock Park, on Wilshire near LaeBres. You are all
urged to coma as wo expect to ses many interesting birds. Also, you will want
to hear Drv W, . Bryan, an suthority on the geological discoverlos in the Pits,
who will spoak to us at one o'clock. Bring your lunch and meet us at Hancock
Park, 9:30 A. M., Thursday, October 4.

The f£irst program meeting of the new yoar will be held in tho §tate Bullding
at Exposition Park, at two o'clock, Thursday, October 18, During the first thirty
minutes Prasident Salmon, who will be in charge, asks that you glve us a three«
minute account ol your summor experiences. Certainly you saw, heard or did some-
thing of interest to the others. Won't you tull us about ity The last twenty
minutus will be devoted to a memoriel service for Mrs, Frederick T. Bicknell, whose
recent passing brought such grief to us. Mra, Fargo will conduct this service, and
we are asking that each of you bring a fow flowers so that tho service will be
wore beaytiful, Music will be reondered durdng the moeting.
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A BEDTIME STORY FOR NATURE LOVERS "

Once upon a tlne many, meny years apo--wall, 1f you try to pln mae down, I
should say about two hundred million years ago~-there 1ivad.ia what 18 now central
Europe, but what was then a treplcal sea with many coral islands, a very stranpo
bird., He was sowmewhat smaller than our friend, Mr. Ovow, but what his colors were
I can not say, for all there is left of him ls the print ox his bones and features
in the 8ilt where he finally came to rest.

Now 1like all birds he had to have a name; so they called hin Archasoptoryx.
An unusual name, you say! Well, let me tell you, Archie was an unusual bird,
Though he had feathers, wings, legs and feet, like any other bird you mipht
imagine, he also had a long, lizard-like tail, with a row of twenty large Zeathers
down each side of it. His bill was very broad and blunt, reminding ene of tho
snout of a lizard. Moreover, his jaws were srmed with teeth set in sockots like
those of a reptile. I am telling you the truth when I say that Archacoptaryx had

nty-six teath in his upper jaw, thirteen being on each side. However, he was
1 equipped below, for his Yower Jaw could boast orf but a total of six,

Archie did not f1ly around through the air the way Mrs. Mocker does. Oh,
he probably took short flights, but for the most part he scrambled abwut through
the tree tops with the aid of his fingers. Blrds don't have fLingers, you sayt
True, present day ones don't, for they have no more than the thumbt free. But
Archie had three froe fimgers with which he could grasp the branches and ¢limb
about like an iguana.

Poor Archasopteryz will naver be seen by you, nor by me, nor by your children,
nor by my children, for all that is left of him or any of his family are s fow
fossilized remains which have been unearthed. Clearly he 18 & connacting link
between the birds and the reptiles, and if you don't belleve this, or if you think
he never existed, just ask Arthur Allen, Professor of Urniihedogy wik Usrneil
University. He sald so in his book om bird Life.

GOODBYE, PAL
(By Mra. Leon §, Griswold)

Pal Bassett, whp occaslonally delighted in attending our trall trips, was
recently taken to the Pet Cemetory to look over his future “happy hunting ground.*
He was not at all impressed, but in a rather dispusted manner sought the shade
of a tree, sat down, and scratched imaginary fleas, or otherwise,

His friends, in pevping through the lron barred decrs of the tiny sauseleun,
found the center electric chandelier contained a cunning bird's nast--s house
finch, we thought.

JOIN THE AUDUBON 80CIRTY

The ﬁqs Angeles Audubon Soclety has regular meatings on tha Lirst and third
Thursday of each month--the first being the pebdfbu medflns (#hich 1w held in the
State Bullding at Exposition Park unless further notificd), Bw—the #eronda

Dues for annial membership in the Society are $1.00 pur year, with Life
membership $10.00, Patran $100.00,

If you are interested in studying and protecting your feathered frlonds,
won't you identify yourself with ust

Mrs, Mary Buarnes Balmon, President!, 1979 Benicis Avenus, Westwood Hills.



